Lord George Macartney

Macartney Embassy, British mission that traveled to China in 1792-93 in an attempt
to secure more favourable trade and diplomatic relations for the United Kingdom.
Headed by George Macartney, it was sent by King George lll to the Qianlong emperor.

The Macartney Embassy to China in 1793, led by Lord George Macartney, was
indeed influenced by trade concerns, including issues related to the silver trade,
though the primary goal was broader than just addressing silver shortage. The
mission had several objectives:

Expanding Trade: One of the main goals of the Macartney Embassy was to
expand British trade with China. At the time, the British were concerned
about the trade imbalance with China, where they were buying more Chinese
goods (like tea, silk, and porcelain) than China was buying from them. This
trade imbalance meant that a significant amount of silver was flowing out of
Britain and into China.

Silver Shortage Concerns: While the silver shortage itself was a concern for
the British, the embassy's mission was more about opening up additional



Chinese ports to British trade, securing better trade terms, and reducing the
trade deficit, which would indirectly help with the silver issue.

Diplomatic and Political Goals: The embassy was also intended to establish
a permanent British embassy in Beijing, obtain rights for British ships to dock
and repair on Chinese territory, and generally improve diplomatic relations.
Cultural Exchange: Part of the mission was to impress the Chinese court with
British technology and culture, in the hope of persuading the Chinese of the
benefits of a closer relationship with Britain.

However, the embassy was ultimately unsuccessful in achieving its main
objectives. The Qianlong Emperor of China saw no need for additional trade
concessions or relationships, believing China to be self-sufficient and superior to
other nations. This refusal exacerbated the trade imbalance and continued the
flow of silver out of Britain, contributing indirectly to the conditions that led to the
Opium Wars later on.

In summary, while the silver shortage was a background concern, the Macartney
Embassy primarily aimed to expand trade and establish more favorable terms for
Britain in China, which, if successful, could have alleviated the pressure caused
by the outflow of silver.
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