
English as an Additional Language (EAL)  
Annotated Sample FAQs 

 

An annotated sample is required to be uploaded to CLASI/PASI for all students who are 
assessed using the EAL benchmark. 

What is an annotated sample? 
What can I use as an annotated sample? 
What else do I need to include in the annotated sample? 
Where can I find examples of annotated samples? 
 

What is an annotated sample? 
An annotated sample is either a writing sample (Grades 1-6) or a transcribed speaking 
sample (ECDP to Grade 1) that has been annotated by the teacher.  Annotation includes 
notes made by the teacher, corrections, errors being circled/underlined, and references to 
the student's vocabulary, sentence structure, and connections and transitions. 
 

What can I use as an annotated sample? 
Note: Grade 1 students can either use an annotated writing sample or an annotated 
speaking sample. 
ECDP to Grade 1 - Annotation of transcribed student speaking 

●​ Give the student a prompt that allows them to engage in a conversation with the 
assessor (this is a 2 sided-conversation where the assessor can prompt the student) 

●​ The assessor either transcribes what the student says verbatim or uses the 
speech-to-text tool in Read&Write for Google (this can only be used in a quiet 
environment). 

●​ Annotate the transcription to assess the student’s vocabulary, sentence structure, and 
connections and transitions skills. 

●​ An example speaking sample prompt can be found at https://bit.ly/3UTH6NT.  
Grade 1 to 6 - Annotation of student writing 

●​ Use an existing piece of writing or give students a writing prompt. 
●​ Annotate the student's writing to assess the student’s vocabulary, sentence structure, 

and connections and transitions skills. 
●​ Example writing samples can be found at https://bit.ly/3UTH6NT.  

 

What else do I need to include in the annotated sample? 
All annotated samples must include: 

●​ Student name 
●​ Student grade 
●​ Date of assessment 
●​ Benchmarked level assigned (A-6) 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3UTH6NT
https://bit.ly/3UTH6NT
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Where can I find examples of annotated samples? 
Below is an example of an annotated writing sample. 
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