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Oral History Analysis: South Asian Americans in North Carolina 
 

OBSERVING 

Modality - What is the 
modality of the oral history 
(i.e., audio, video, written 
transcript, written document, 
etc.)? 
 
 
 

Interviewer - Who conducted 
this oral history? 

Interviewee - Who was 
interviewed in this oral 
history? What is their 
relationship to the 
interviewer? 
 
 
 
 
 

Background information of the interviewee  
Where are they from? What places have they lived? Where is their family from? What schools 
have they attended? What occupations have they had? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANALYZING 

What are the interviewee’s 
main claims? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does the interviewee 
grapple with their identity?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are the limitations of 
this oral history? 
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REFLECTING 

What did you learn from this 
oral history? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What was the emotional 
impact of this oral history? 

What other questions would 
you like to ask? 

 

USING AS HISTORICAL EVIDENCE 

Think about the events and histories described in the oral history.  
●​ How does the oral history affirm what you have learned about South Asian Americans in 

North Carolina? 
●​ How does this oral history add to what you have learned about South Asian Americans in 

North Carolina? 
●​ Are there any inconsistencies? If so, what might account for the inconsistencies?   

 
 
 
 
 

Why is this oral history important? 

 
 
 
 

How does this oral history shape your understanding of the South Asian American community 
in North Carolina? 
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