
1.​ Brute force attacks: Hackers use automated tools to try to guess your login credentials and gain access 
to your WordPress website. 

2.​ Malware and viruses: Hackers can inject your website with malware or viruses, which can cause 
damage to your site and your visitors. 

3.​ SQL injection attacks: Hackers can inject malicious code into your site's database, allowing them to 
access sensitive information. 

4.​ Cross-site scripting (XSS) attacks: Hackers can inject malicious code into your site's pages, allowing 
them to steal user data or hijack user sessions. 

5.​ DDoS attacks: Hackers can flood your site with traffic, causing it to crash and denying access to 
legitimate visitors. 

6.​ Phishing attacks: Hackers can create fake login pages or other forms to steal sensitive information from 
your users. 

7.​ Backdoor attacks: Hackers can create a backdoor into your site, allowing them to bypass your security 
measures and access your site's files and data. 

8.​ Outdated software: Running outdated versions of WordPress, themes, or plugins can leave your site 
vulnerable to security vulnerabilities. 

9.​ Weak passwords: Using weak or easily guessable passwords can leave your site vulnerable to brute 
force attacks. 

10.​Insecure hosting: Choosing a low-quality or insecure hosting provider can leave your site vulnerable to 
security threats. 

11.​User error: Human error, such as accidentally deleting important files or misconfiguring settings, can 
also pose a security risk. 

12.​Third-party integrations: Integrating third-party services, such as payment gateways or social media 
accounts, can introduce security vulnerabilities if not properly configured. 

13.​Zero-day exploits: These are attacks that exploit vulnerabilities that are not yet known to the public or 
software developers. 

14.​File inclusion exploits: Hackers can exploit vulnerabilities in your site's code to include malicious files on 
your site, which can then be used to execute further attacks. 

15.​Directory traversal attacks: Hackers can use directory traversal attacks to access files and directories 
on your server that they shouldn't be able to access, potentially giving them access to sensitive 
information. 

16.​Man-in-the-middle (MITM) attacks: Hackers can intercept traffic between your site and its users, 
allowing them to steal sensitive information or inject malicious code into your site. 

17.​Social engineering attacks: Hackers can use social engineering tactics, such as phishing or pretexting, 
to trick users into revealing sensitive information or performing actions that can compromise your site's 
security. 



18.​Insecure WordPress configurations: Poorly configured WordPress installations can leave your site 
vulnerable to attacks, such as allowing file uploads or directory listings. 

19.​Broken authentication and session management: Flaws in your site's authentication and session 
management mechanisms can allow attackers to gain unauthorized access to your site or user 
accounts. 

20.​Malicious redirects: Hackers can inject your site with malicious code that redirects users to other sites, 
potentially exposing them to further security threats. 

21.​Malicious plugins and themes: Downloading and installing plugins or themes from untrusted sources 
can introduce security vulnerabilities into your site, as these may contain malicious code. 

22.​File permission issues: Incorrect file and directory permissions can allow attackers to gain access to 
files and directories on your server that they shouldn't have access to. 

23.​Insufficient access controls: Poorly configured access controls can allow users or attackers to gain 
unauthorized access to sensitive areas of your site or your server. 

24.​Lack of HTTPS encryption: Running your site over unencrypted HTTP leaves your site vulnerable to 
man-in-the-middle attacks and other security threats. 

25.​Server-side attacks: Attackers can exploit vulnerabilities in your server's software, such as the 
operating system or web server software, to gain access to your site or server. 

26.​Clickjacking attacks: Attackers can use clickjacking attacks to trick users into clicking on links or buttons 
that perform actions they didn't intend to. 

27.​Session fixation attacks: Attackers can use session fixation attacks to hijack users' sessions and gain 
access to their accounts. 

28.​Denial of service (DoS) attacks: Attackers can use DoS attacks to overwhelm your site's resources and 
cause it to become unavailable to legitimate users. 

29.​here are 20 security measures for WordPress websites that can be implemented at both the website 
level and server level: 

 

Website Level: 
1.​ Use strong, unique passwords: Avoid using weak, easily guessed passwords and instead use strong, 

unique passwords that are difficult to crack. 

2.​ Limit login attempts: Use a plugin or other tool to limit the number of login attempts users can make, to 
prevent brute force attacks. 

3.​ Keep software updated: Keep WordPress, themes, and plugins updated to ensure that any security 
vulnerabilities are patched. 

4.​ Use security plugins: Install a reputable security plugin, such as Wordfence or iThemes Security, to help 
protect your site from various types of attacks. 



5.​ Use HTTPS encryption: Use SSL/TLS certificates to encrypt traffic between your site and its users, to 
prevent man-in-the-middle attacks. 

6.​ Disable directory listings: Prevent directory listings by adding an index.html or index.php file to all 
directories, or by configuring your server to disable directory listings. 

7.​ Use two-factor authentication: Implement two-factor authentication to add an extra layer of security to 
your site's login process. 

8.​ Use a content delivery network (CDN): Use a CDN to improve your site's performance and security, by 
distributing your site's content across multiple servers and locations. 

9.​ Disable file editing: Disable the ability to edit files via the WordPress dashboard, to prevent attackers 
from injecting malicious code into your site. 

10.​Monitor your site's logs: Regularly review your site's access and error logs to detect and respond to 
suspicious activity.​
 

Server Level: 
1.​ Use a reputable hosting provider: Choose a reputable hosting provider that offers security features such 

as firewalls, intrusion detection, and regular security updates. 

2.​ Use a web application firewall (WAF): Install a WAF on your server to filter incoming traffic and block 
malicious requests. 

3.​ Secure server configuration: Ensure that your server is properly configured with strong passwords, 
limited access, and secure protocols. 

4.​ Use secure file permissions: Set appropriate file permissions for your site's files and directories to 
prevent unauthorized access. 

5.​ Disable unnecessary services: Disable unnecessary services and ports on your server to reduce the 
attack surface. 

6.​ Regularly update server software: Keep your server's software updated with the latest security patches 
and updates. 

7.​ Use SSH instead of FTP: Use SSH for remote access instead of FTP, to encrypt your credentials and 
data. 

8.​ Disable root login: Disable root login and use a non-root user account for server management. 

9.​ Use intrusion detection software: Install intrusion detection software to detect and respond to attacks in 
real time. 

10.​Regularly back up your data: Regularly back up your site's files and data to ensure that you can quickly 
recover from a security breach or data loss. 

 

Other Additional Security measures 



1.​ Use a dedicated IP address: Use a dedicated IP address for your website, rather than a shared IP 
address, to reduce the risk of being impacted by security issues on other sites sharing the same IP. 

2.​ Restrict file uploads: Restrict the types of files that users can upload to your site, to prevent the upload 
of malicious files that could be used to compromise your site. 

3.​ Use CAPTCHA: Implement CAPTCHA or other human verification mechanisms to prevent automated 
attacks and spam. 

4.​ Set up a web application scanning service: Use a web application scanning service to periodically scan 
your site for vulnerabilities and security issues. 

5.​ Use a virtual private network (VPN): Use a VPN to encrypt your internet traffic and protect your online 
activities from prying eyes. 

6.​ Train your users: Educate your users about security best practices, such as using strong passwords 
and avoiding phishing scams, to reduce the risk of human error. 

7.​ Use a security audit service: Hire a security audit service to review your site's security posture and 
identify areas for improvement. 

8.​ Implement a security-focused backup strategy: Back up your site's files and data regularly and store the 
backups in a secure location. Ensure that backups are encrypted and that the backup process itself 
does not introduce vulnerabilities. 

9.​ Enforce password policies: Implement password policies that require users to use strong passwords 
and change them regularly. 

10.​Use file integrity monitoring: Use file integrity monitoring tools to detect changes to your site's files and 
configurations, which could be a sign of a security breach. 

11.​Use server-level access controls: Use server-level access controls to restrict access to your site's files 
and directories based on user roles and permissions. 

12.​Use a security information and event management (SIEM) system: Use a SIEM system to collect and 
analyze data from various sources on your site and server, to detect and respond to security incidents. 

13.​Use a honeypot: Set up a honeypot, a system designed to lure attackers into revealing their methods, 
to gain insight into potential attack vectors. 

14.​Regularly test your site's security: Conduct regular security testing, such as penetration testing or 
vulnerability scanning, to identify and remediate security issues. 

15.​Use security headers: Use security headers such as X-Content-Type-Options, X-Frame-Options, and 
X-XSS-Protection to help prevent cross-site scripting (XSS) and clickjacking attacks. 

16.​Harden your PHP configuration: Harden your PHP configuration by disabling functions that are not 
needed and by setting more restrictive permissions. 

17.​Use a web application firewall (WAF): Use a WAF to protect against common web-based attacks such 
as SQL injection, cross-site scripting (XSS), and remote code execution. 

18.​Regularly scan your site for malware: Use a malware scanner to detect and remove any malware or 
viruses that may have infected your site. 



19.​Use a security information and event management (SIEM) tool: Use a SIEM tool to collect and analyze 
security-related data from various sources on your site and server. 

30.​Implement a security policy: Develop and implement a comprehensive security policy that outlines the 
roles and responsibilities of your team and sets guidelines for security best practices. 

31.​Use a password manager: Use a password manager to generate and store strong, unique passwords 
for all of your accounts and services. 

32.​Perform regular security audits: Conduct regular security audits to identify potential vulnerabilities and 
gaps in your security posture. 


