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Awakening Consciousness: Shefa’s High Holiday Beit Midrash
Awesome Rebirth: Approaching Rosh Hashanah
Dr. Rabbi Art Green
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Me’or ‘Eynayim (Likkutim)

From afar Y-H-W-H appears to me. | have loved you with an eternal love; therefore

| have drawn grace upon you (Jeremiah 31:2)

Our sages said (b. Rosh Ha-Shanah 10b) that “in [the month of] Tishrey the world was

[or ‘is’] created.” They did not say: “In Tishrey God created the world.” The truth is that

every Rosh Hashanah the world is created. The Blessed Holy One created the world in
such a way that there remained something “to do” (Genesis 2:3). He placed this in the

hands of Israel, their actions having an impact above. If they are unworthy, the world

deserves to return to its original chaos.
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Rosh Hashanah is the Day of Judgment; everyone shakes in fear and returns to God. As
each person goes back to his Source, God's mercies are aroused and the world is

created. “On Rosh Hashanah the world is created,” constantly.

The Zohar ( 7ikkuney Zohar16) reads the word beres/it of “In the beginning God
created” as constantly ba #is/irey, “Tishrey has come.” E/ofiim (“God”), The aspect of
judgment, creates. This means that because of all the fear of judgment people return to
God, awakening mercy, and that re-creates the word. The word 77s/rey represents the
returning of light to God, since its first three letters are the end of the alphabet, the return
of all things, the power of judgment and limitation. Since this brings about Creation,
judgment itself is really the ultimate compassion. From afar Y-H-W-H appears to me.
From the “afar” of judgment, where God appears far off, Y-H-W-H, the aspect of Mercy,

is revealed...

That mercy was at first hidden... but now comes to be revealed. That is why we say,
“This day the world was conceived.” It was like a pregnancy; mercy was hidden away,
like an unborn child in the womb. Now the sound of the s#o/arawakens it, bringing it into
a revealed state. So too do we say that “the Patriarchs were born in Tishrey” (b. Rosh
Hashanah 10b). The compassion they represent was in a latent state and now was born

into reality. That is why “in Tishrey the world is created,” ever being made anew...
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Here the two key themes of Rosh Hashanah, judgment and renewal or rebirth, are joined

together on the cosmic plane, just as they are linked in the life of the individual.
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We should recall that early Judaism went through a transformative shift in moving from a
spring New Year celebration to one in the fall. The rabbis recall this in arguing about
whether “the world was created” in Nissan or Tishrey. The Triumph of the fall New Year
means that we are in fact celebrating what the Kabbalists call or #ozer, the light that we
radiate back to God. Both the name 7/s/rey and the sounding of the s#o/arpoint in that
direction. The “pregnancy” described here is the process that leads to our birth as beings

capable of giving light back to its Source.
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