
 
 

 
 
Libby is a streamlined app that lets you borrow, download, and use Ebooks and audiobooks on 
your phone or tablet. 

If you're new to borrowing ebooks and audiobooks from the library, keep reading to get started with 
Libby. 

This is the same content that is available from OverDrive. We have transitioned to promoting Libby, 
as it is a much more user-friendly interface and simpler to navigate. But, the two products are 
essentially synonymous. 

You may also want to watch the Intro to Libby Video. 

https://help.libbyapp.com/6103.htm 
 
To borrow and download library Ebooks you will need: 

●​ Your Library card and Internet Access 
●​ A smartphone, tablet, or tablet-style eReader (such as an iPad, the Kindle Fire, or Nook 

tablet) 
●​ The Libby app, which can be downloaded for free from the App Store or Google Play Store 

Browsing and Searching in Libby 

To start downloading books on Libby, you can either search for specific titles by tapping in the search 
box at the top of your Libby app screen, or browse through curated lists by tapping the "Explore" 
button. 

You can also set your preferences from the home screen that will limit your results to items that are 
available for checkout right now, or specific formats, like audiobooks, and more. The process for 
downloading is the same, regardless of the format. 

Check Out and Download Items in Libby 

Once you have found a book that you wish to borrow, tap on the "Borrow" link next to the cover 
image. 

https://help.libbyapp.com/6103.htm
https://help.libbyapp.com/6103.htm


This brings you to a new screen that displays the library card you are borrowing the book with and 
your options for borrowing period. Tap the big red "Borrow!" button to continue. 

A confirmation page will display and the book will start downloading into the Libby app. Once you've 
borrowed the book, it will show up on your Libby Shelf. Tap on the "Shelf" link that displays at the 
bottom right of most pages within the Libby app to get to your Libby Shelf. To go back to browsing, 
tap on the "Library" link at the bottom of the page. You can have up to 8 checkouts and 10 holds at a 
time. 

Libby is compatible with the following devices: 

●​ iOS 9+ (get it from the App Store) 
●​ Android 4.4+ (get it on Google Play) 
●​ Windows 10 for desktops/tablets (Get it from the Microsoft Store) 

The following types of digital formats are available for download: 

●​ Adobe EPUB eBooks 
●​ Kindle Books 
●​ OverDrive WMA Audiobooks 
●​ OverDrive MP3 Audiobooks 

If a book that you are interested in is not currently available, you can place a hold on it by tapping 
the "Place Hold" link to the right of the book image. 

 

That will take you to a screen where you have to confirm the hold by tapping the big red "Place 
Hold!" button. One of the options you are also given is to "Borrow Automatically," which means just 
that - as soon as the item becomes available it will be checked out to you. 

Managing Your Holds 

To view what items you have on hold, your position on the wait list, and to update your notification 
email, go to your shelf and select the Holds option from the top menu. If you have active holds, tap 
the option that says "Wait List," it will tell you how many copies the library owns, how many total 
people are waiting, and your position on the list. 

https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id1076402606
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.overdrive.mobile.android.libby&utm_source=help_libby&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=libby
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/p/libby-by-overdrive/9p6g3tcr4hzr

