
This Land is Our Land Project Overview 
Grade 2 Unit 1 

Project Summary Student Outcomes 

Essential Question: Where are we from? 
 
Project Summary:  
The “This Land is Our Land” project connects a 
community of learners through observing the world 
we live in and sharing stories of where we come 
from. Students explore the essential question, 
“Where are we from?” as they observe and wonder 
about the landscape they call home. Students read 
and listen to immigration stories to develop 
understanding around why people move. They 
explore their own family history and connect it to 
the landscape of the Earth. 
 
Product: 
Students create Where I’m From stories to build 
connections and community with their peers across 
San Diego. Students are invited to share their 
stories through a Google Earth Map to help them 
develop a broader sense of the world and their 
place in it.  
 
Anchor Phenomenon: San Diego’s landscape 
changes. (Google Earth Timelapse of San Diego) 
 
Phenomenon Wall 
●​ This document should be used for teacher 

planning. It provides examples of what 
students might “figure out” in each lesson. The 
Phenomena Wall is used to display and share 
student thinking.  

Learning Targets: 2-ESS1-1; 2-ESS2-1; 2-ESS2-3; 
Teaching Tolerance Social Justice Standards 
 
Students will… 
●​ Make observations of the San Diego landscape.  
●​ Analyze and develop maps and compare 

landscapes and landforms around the world. 
●​ Investigate how landscapes change. 
●​ Respectfully express curiosity about the history 

and lived experiences of others. 
●​ Respond to diversity by building empathy, respect, 

understanding and connection.  
●​ Develop Habits of Mind of listening with 

understanding and empathy and gathering data 
with all of their senses. 

●​ Write a poem about where they are from. 
 
Success Criteria: How will students know if they have 
met the learning target? 
●​ I can identify landforms. 
●​ I can explain how landscapes change. 
●​ I can compare multiple solutions to a problem. 
●​ I can find similarities between my family’s history 

and other families’ histories.  
●​ I can develop my Habits of Mind. 
●​ I know that every person’s story has value.  

Authentic Audience: Students share their Where I’m From stories with their peers across San Diego. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ehl_Ee6JhzgJ4qIfWdt2xBOwvJOkCrsx/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V9xJGqAaal3-4ABXbc-IcYKDLroTkyM3YBUUkjhA7f8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess1-1-earths-place-universe
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-1-earths-systems
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/2-ess2-3-earths-systems
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RBNxXY8y3NRwsM47Z4eoIucMVNdYuSra/view?usp=sharing


 Lesson Plan Seesaw Activities 

Lesson 1 
 
 

1. Prior Knowledge  
2. Landscape Walk 
3. Landscape Map 
4. Anchor Phenomenon 
5. San Diego Landscape Tour 
6. "This Land is Our Land” Song 

Lesson 2 
 

1. Where I’m From (Page 1-2) 
2. Read Aloud: Where Are You From? 
3. New Americans in San Diego Graph 
4. Book: Immigration Stories 
5. Our Immigrant Story Videos 
6. Interview a Family Member 
7. Connect to Anchor Phenomenon 
Extension: Read Aloud: The Long Way to a New Land Seesaw 

Lesson 3 
 
 

1. Describing Landscapes 
2. Comparing Landscapes 
3. Research Countries’ Landscapes 
4. Where I’m From (Page 3) 

Lesson 4 
 

1. Globe Activity 
2. Where Can We Find Water in Landscapes? 
3. Book - Water Bodies 
4. Reflect - Where Can We Find Water Landscapes?  
Extension: Books: Rivers, Lakes, & Ponds 

Lesson 5 
 

1. Landscape Changes Prior Knowledge 
2. Book: How Do Wind and Water Change Earth?  
3. Landscape Changes Wind Investigation 
4. Reflect: What Causes Landscapes to Change?  
For Students Unable to Attend Synchronous Learning: Landscape Changes Water 
Investigation 

Lesson 6 1.​ Milky Way Mountain Model 
2.​ Quick or Slow? I’ve Got to Know! 
3.​ Where I’m From (Page 4) 
Extension: Mountain Formation Investigation 

Lesson 7  1.​ Mystery Science: How can you stop a landslide? 
2.​ Erosion Engineering Design Challenge 
3.​ Where I’m From  (Page 5 and 6)  
4.​ Where I’m From Final Draft Seesaw activity 
5.​ Anchor Phenomenon Assessment 

Lesson 8  Performance Assessment: Hurricane Destroys Boardwalk 
Self-Assessment: Habits of Mind Growth 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n9HcHiTx9HV9rtwecX0v8XTG_PFEzsuhb__mizzltrc/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=bKNFBYuXQ5Scf3lxPz3p9g&prompt_id=prompt.1c59d7a1-e2e7-403c-8d67-d37d1cda262e
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=TF-NYDQrRgugwTUeDzvYLg&prompt_id=prompt.576d2640-5c71-4888-a8f2-41639f681815
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=PlphhRH8TiSi1PhqGWYC6g&prompt_id=prompt.9a19ec93-02e2-4759-9706-5728a127d364
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=OViaEwerS4as_-mrwVKf1g&prompt_id=prompt.d9cace98-6414-4377-bdb3-43fed2d9b77b
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=FBWD1Ld2ROmwF6RdZ_Nq7w&prompt_id=prompt.76fdf4d5-a806-4b58-ad32-2a6a0cf4a01f
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=mz72Bx8cQU2kOqC4aH4HZQ&prompt_id=prompt.5b2ba7c4-1d06-43f5-9f8b-90ba8d881b75
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PL8gQL7GNI6k4dKf5n9bpT1EWt6Mvday4h2GYQoG1EE/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=astgqJiASM-UoAn9AHVwTw&prompt_id=prompt.d1d755b5-5b03-4645-b4af-3954fdd5e2ce
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=oUb2zCjdS1WWGLv1W9YPlQ&prompt_id=prompt.3a70b4d3-2b39-4fe6-af88-2f20b69b9562
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=cRXnWkZPSHqJLPDrHTDK6g&prompt_id=prompt.ef69130e-a6a3-41d0-8788-e9edbf515fca
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=Zsf0mdqrRfSnvyceXNBg3Q&prompt_id=prompt.5fe4b499-3c05-4580-8ff3-c75156d7631f
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=FYZC-CtdTS-W3rTslyvCxA&prompt_id=prompt.5e2fea19-e577-47b0-a7ff-9012d090d8bd
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=l8JKsIEtT0m2wHApiVnZXQ&prompt_id=prompt.9ddef5da-dbe3-4333-8c57-b64ef08d9458
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=NVTqZdq5Q3Ch3Km7k2dqSA&prompt_id=prompt.663380d8-fb88-4afb-bcbb-247330135352
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=v34EULuET3Gpj1tvPOK_eQ&prompt_id=prompt.e16b5a40-c6d9-406a-9bfc-478543a79d5f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KZcDxQwihwMOINKoVZpFTelEEeeIUSQNT-zvAdL5tqo/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=jlWniX0bS6yhUbP_hx8IXA&prompt_id=prompt.e4beaf5f-468a-47c6-8c1d-6378910bc0a9
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=r3NJIxYuTm2IhT3mZd3mcQ&prompt_id=prompt.202177e6-b420-4149-98a5-31e81db9543c
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=7Owk_CXbSqWXQy-7o6Sszw&prompt_id=prompt.37105915-0203-4d49-817d-9c028690955a
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=astgqJiASM-UoAn9AHVwTw&prompt_id=prompt.d1d755b5-5b03-4645-b4af-3954fdd5e2ce
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gYcEYhSHP5Ct8rSFQDb_dhf8LuPvphUuYgk7WK3Sxq4/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=ZT12Xu4oR36SX0T8iTo-Kg&prompt_id=prompt.4ce16446-8e0c-4159-be98-7b865ccd79fa
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=BbpjqEwLTXilWKo2ke1R-w&prompt_id=prompt.832506b8-b452-41d5-a65b-a7256440f519
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=7rXRkqn3RBq_5ssy_sVzdg&prompt_id=prompt.81a6cb28-e740-4cec-b0dc-5beb32a18c6f
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=uiVscH96RQ6ZbdH58vcTpA&prompt_id=prompt.54a7916d-414e-43d6-b604-0148ea625ef9
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=AtpOmOTPTy-RnizOjS3_lA&prompt_id=prompt.fa55df4a-a6d8-4232-904a-58c0780e93de
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RmGDVbyVdhStFldjN1YrrsCNPD15wHDi8nRy_yg3WfY/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=3cnOGkIuSemEs1yPIKfloQ&prompt_id=prompt.d5cf2d64-3cdc-4002-ae3b-ffc38515a96e
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=Orw0jPrdQ-qGLs-MCViwgg&prompt_id=prompt.80f35b62-bdac-46f1-8f1d-40f99c926da6
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=b3N_LCTcTj-1DbfXG9nnXw&prompt_id=prompt.5adb4f97-ae9c-4c67-a2b5-87eb9d26e447
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=e__CI-X-QfyaFOPhX0z_cA&prompt_id=prompt.2127a876-9b77-4b6a-b5ad-5eb5a8a233f7
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=EP2WvZnQTwOqkto--_ojRg&prompt_id=prompt.268af1e8-ad5b-436f-ba7b-97638545713e
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=EP2WvZnQTwOqkto--_ojRg&prompt_id=prompt.268af1e8-ad5b-436f-ba7b-97638545713e
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pbXWf8fUVH6OQaVPrEFnNYtyyEgMJRu0NqvkJGAoxWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=CCb0WFnmQo6w6kRVUPXssw&prompt_id=prompt.ce10fb15-9524-4fae-a393-0c3fb18af313
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=JM46tuBQSLSJXz9JBfzzWA&prompt_id=prompt.ff60f95a-344a-456a-81d2-d119bb727a5b
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=astgqJiASM-UoAn9AHVwTw&prompt_id=prompt.d1d755b5-5b03-4645-b4af-3954fdd5e2ce
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=0nk00qqPSemCZJvyw752Yg&prompt_id=prompt.c1bd79db-b5e5-4581-b9c6-2e10ccac4a5a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_cLzjosZd5gHGq6OT7bnAW8HimhAken4vLNif4rTtYc/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=OemMw5LfS56eWSyjFR4A0A&prompt_id=prompt.015cafbd-98ec-4100-8b15-0e03468b136c
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=IwatlpsIQjiescUU1BHIWg&prompt_id=prompt.310442fb-545e-4b2e-be19-ff91425331b9
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=astgqJiASM-UoAn9AHVwTw&prompt_id=prompt.d1d755b5-5b03-4645-b4af-3954fdd5e2ce
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=BaMd8h1VSZOO0WuiMJEoJg&prompt_id=prompt.a3126205-7b24-44b6-b8c4-0b6479492d2e
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=nkRflXqARJelcxu4nDoLUg&prompt_id=prompt.a460236c-8b8c-4185-906f-ab34838cace0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pTKWOVknA2UdgojuAhVxU31OaWa0K4o-kmGsv2-JZwE/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=y_md6bzFSSaE66-xaNHTpw&prompt_id=prompt.79cd06fb-0371-4d23-b799-cdfa17b8c60f
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?share_token=zssYcTheSqW2u1PuLDsL9A&prompt_id=prompt.bdbc5ef0-566b-4849-bb0e-ba10520ec71c
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