
Handbag Care 101: Maintenance Tips for Long-Lasting 
Beauty. 
How to Make Your Handbag Last for Years (Not Just 
Seasons) 
 
Like your favorite outfits, handbags also need a little ‘handle with care’ to stay in 
great shape. Whether it’s a canvas tote or a leather crossbody, caring for your bag 
correctly can add years to its life. 
But the question is: How do we care for our handbags? If a cloth gets dirty, we wash 
it or dry-clean it. Similarly, there are certain ways to care for your bag. 
 
Let us talk about them in detail. 
 
Check your Handbag’s Condition Regularly 
Always check the condition of your handbags. Look for any issues or problems that 
require your attention. Catching the issue early will help you address it before it 
becomes a major issue.  
Make it a regular thing, put it on your calendar, or set an alarm, but do it at least once 
a week. 
 
How to clean Handbags at Home? 
Clean your handbag ASAP. Whether you see a stain, dirt, or even suspect anything, 
take immediate action. Wipe or blot it gently with a soft cloth and water. 
 
For a deep cleaning of your handbag, follow these instructions. 
The material composition of a woman’s handbag always decides the ideal cleaning 
method. 
 
Fabric or canvas handbags: 
Cleaning denim or canvas handbags is easy, as they may be hand-washed or 
dry-cleaned. However, vivid prints or vibrant colors should be dry-cleaned to prevent 
color from fading. 
Use a damp cloth and mild soap to gently blot (not rub) the surface. Post-cleaning, 
gently stuff the bag and leave it to air-dry in the shade to maintain its structure. 
 
Leather handbags:  
Leather handbag maintenance can be tough. Hence, deep cleaning for both genuine 
and synthetic leather is best entrusted to professionals. 
For light stains, use a soft cloth with leather bag cleaner or mild soap to wipe the bag 
gently. After half-drying, brush gently along the grains before wiping them with clean 
water to remove soap residue. 
 
Caution: Leather should only be air-dried as exposure to direct heat or sunlight may 
result in cracking or discoloration. 
 
Suede handbags: 



Suede requires an even more delicate touch.  
To clean a suede handbag, use a suede brush or eraser to remove any dirt or lint. 
Then use a suede cleaner or a mixture of vinegar or rubbing alcohol with water, and 
wipe it with a clean cloth. Be careful not to use water directly, as it might stain suede.  
 
Never apply water directly, and always patch-test first to avoid surface damage. 
 
Synthetic materials: 
These durable, water-resistant materials are easy to clean. Just wipe them down 
with a cloth and soapy solution. 
 
Cleaning Do’s & Don’ts: 

-​ Before cleaning the entire bag, test the solution on a small hidden area. 
-​ Establish a regular cleaning routine instead of waiting for visible dirt. 
-​ Clean exteriors daily and interiors seasonally. 
-​ Avoid exposing any bag material to direct sunlight for long periods. 
-​ Visit a handbag cleaner if you are unsure of the proper cleaning method. 

 
Take note of these instructions and perform proper handbag cleaning and restoration 
techniques starting today. 
 
Do not Overcarry Things in your Handbag. 
Some people tend to stuff their handbags with too many things. This not only makes 
it uncomfortable to carry for long periods but also causes a lot of stress on the 
straps. Doing so might cause the straps to break. 
 
Zippers may also misalign or malfunction under constant pressure. 
 
Therefore, to maintain form and functionality, it’s advisable to carry only the essential 
stuff and within the capacity of your handbag. 
 
How to store your Handbag? 
Proper storage is essential for preserving a handbag’s shape, material quality, and 
color vibrancy. Here are the best practices on how to keep your handbag properly 
stored: 
 
Stuff it to help retain its shape. 
Handbags have a distinct shape that sets them apart. If you keep your handbag 
empty or unused, it tends to lose shape or deform. 
 
If you want your handbag to retain its shape, stuff it with tissue paper, bubble wrap, 
or newspaper. This helps not only preserve shape, but also using tissue or 
newspaper absorbs any moisture inside the bags and prevents molding. 
 
This technique is useful, especially for leather handbags, as they’re more prone to 
creases and wrinkles. 
 



Cover in a dust bag. 
A dust bag is usually a clear PVC or soft fabric bag. The purpose is to protect your 
handbag from scratches and other material damage. 
Store your handbag in a dust bag (often provided with designer bags) to protect it 
from scratches, dust, and environmental wear. 
In its absence, a cotton pillowcase or breathable cover will suffice. Avoid plastic as it 
traps moisture and can damage certain materials over time. 
 
Keeping a handbag in a dust bag also prevents dust, wear & tear, or discoloration in 
the bag. 
 
Store in a cool, dry, and dark place. 
Sun exposure and prolonged heat can harm the handbag materials, causing cracks, 
fading, and aging. 
 
Humidity and a damp environment can cause mold to grow in some bag materials. 
 
Therefore, please store your handbags in a cool, dry, and dark place whenever you 
are not using them. Place them in a closet, drawer, or an almirah. 
 
Avoid hanging the bag. 
Refrain from hanging handbags, especially for long durations, as it can cause the 
straps to stretch and the handles to strain. Instead, place the bag upright on a flat 
surface or shelf. 
 
Doing so will evenly distribute the weight and help retain its shape. Additionally, 
keeping them on a shelf will prevent scratches and scuffs.  
 
In conclusion, placing it on a shelf is better for your bag than hanging it on a hook or 
hanger. 
 
Use Purse Inserts or Organizers. 
The toughest part about keeping a handbag is keeping the interior safe. With all the 
spillable stuff like pens or makeup, there’s a high risk of staining the inside.  
That is why a handbag insert or organizer is quite helpful, as it can protect the 
interior of your bag from stains, stretching, and damage from the items you carry. 
It becomes a necessity for a tote bag that lacks organizational pockets. 
 
 
Conclusion 
A meticulously maintained handbag reflects its owner’s sense of style and 
mindfulness. 
Taking just a few extra steps to care for your handbag will help preserve its shape, 
color, and beauty for years to come. After all, a well-loved bag deserves a little love 
in return. 
 
FAQs 



 
How do you preserve a handbag? 
With proper care and maintenance techniques. Check the handbag for any issues 
regularly and do routine cleaning. Store the bags in a cool, dry place away from 
direct sunlight and dust. Stuff it and cover it in a dust bag to keep its shape and 
exterior safe. Avoid storing bags in plastic bags or other non-breathable materials to 
prevent the growth of mold or mildew. 
 
What is the lifespan of leather? 
Natural, unprocessed animal hides are biodegradable and decompose naturally in a 
relatively short time. However, processed hides (i.e., leather) can take between 10 
and 50 years to break down, depending on several factors. 
 
How to clean a leather purse? 
Start by wiping the exterior with a soft, slightly damp cloth. For a deeper cleaning, 
use a leather cleaner with a soft cloth to gently wipe the bag in a circular motion. 
Finish off by applying a leather conditioner to lock in moisture.   
 
How to protect handbags from peeling? 
Focus on regular cleaning, moisture management, and proper storage to prevent 
handbags from peeling. Always store them in a cool, dry place away from direct 
sunlight and dust. 
 
What is a long-lasting material for handbags? 
Canvas and leather both top the chart when it comes to long-lasting materials. They 
are better than synthetic alternatives such as nylon and polyester due to their lower 
environmental impact. 
 
Do cobblers repair handbags? 
Cobblers provide a variety of leather-related services. Most are basic repairs, such 
as stitching, zip or hardware fixes, patching, and reglueing. For difficult repairs, it is 
better to consult a professional bag mender.  


