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Roof Cleaning - Top Questions Answered 

 
The term Roof Cleaning brings up several common questions for someone just learning 

about it for the first time. Why should I clean my roof? How to clean roof shingles? What 

types of roof cleaning products are available? Can I do it myself or do I need to hire 

someone? How much does it cost? 

 

 

 

There are several different reasons why someone may decide to clean their roof. The most 

common reason is to restore the appearance of the roof as well as the overall curb appeal of 

the home. Whether its black streaks on roof due to the growth of air-borne algae known as 

Gloeocapsa magma, mold, mildew, roof moss, or lichen, exterior blemishes make a great 

house look neglected and unsightly. When selling your home it is especially important in 

order to maximize the value of your home and to eliminate any perception to potential 

buyers that the roof would need to be replaced if they decide to purchase. It could be the 

difference between selling your home or not. 

 

The most important reason someone should clean roof shingles is to prevent any further 

damage and premature replacement. Did you know that almost one out of every three roofs 

are replaced early because the home owner was unaware that the roof could be cleaned, or 

neglected to clean the roof and the roof algae, mold, mildew, roof moss, or lichen damaged 

the roof beyond repair? Not only is replacing your roof one of the most expensive home 

improvement projects, it's just not necessary in most cases. 
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If you still have several years left on the service life of your roof and it's showing any signs of 

roof algae, mold, mildew, roof moss, or lichen then you could definitely benefit from roof 

cleaning. Not only would you avoid spending thousands to replace it, but it will restore the 

health and appearance of your roof as well, allowing you roof to reach its estimated service 

life. You wouldn't replace your vinyl siding due to algae, mold, and mildew stains would you? 

Absolutely not, you would clean it or have someone else clean it for you. Then why spend 

thousands of dollars replacing a roof that can be cleaned for a small fraction of the cost? 

 

As you may expect there are several different ways that a roof can be cleaned as well as a 

variety of roof cleaning products or chemicals on the market today. How someone goes about 

cleaning a roof is normally directly tied to the roof cleaning product or chemicals that they 

are using. Deciding how you will clean your roof is really about what you are most 

comfortable with. 

 

First, you have the Chlorine Bleach or lye (sodium hydroxide) no pressure method. The 

reason there is no pressure needed is because Chlorine Bleach (sodium hypochlorite) or lye 

(sodium hydroxide) are very harsh, dangerous chemicals. The part they commonly don't tell 

you is that using this method could potentially stain, dry out or damage your shingles, 

remove the finish on aluminum gutters, stain painted surfaces, damage plants and grass, or 

create health hazards for your pets and children. Just a little bit of over spray while cleaning 

could be disastrous in so many ways, it's just not worth it. 

 

Second, is the biodegradable and safe method of roof cleaning. This is normally achieved by 

using a biodegradable and safe roof cleaning product that is hydrogen peroxide based. This 

type of roof cleaner takes the worry out of over spray and will not harm the finish on 

aluminum gutters, stain painted surfaces, damage plants and grass, or create health hazards 

for your pets and children. Your roof can be cleaned two different ways when using this type 

of roof cleaner. You can spray it on and then use a pressure washer on a low pressure setting 

(as much as a hard rain) for instant results or you can spray it on and let the rain rinse away 

the stains naturally over approximately 90 days. 

 

In my opinion there is really only one choice when it comes to choosing a roof cleaning 

product. Take the worry out of it; use a biodegradable and safe roof cleaning product. There 

is absolutely no reason to take the risk of using a harsh caustic chemical like Chlorine Bleach 

or lye (sodium hydroxide) when there is a biodegradable and safe way of accomplishing the 

same result. 

 

Lastly, should you clean your own roof or hire a professional roof cleaner? Roof cleaning can 

be done by a homeowner, a contractor, local handyman, or by a professional roof cleaner. It 

really depends on your level of comfort being on or around your roof. Having someone else 

clean your roof will normally cost approximately $500 to $1500 depending on the square 

footage of your roof. As always, we recommend that you follow all roof cleaning safety 

practices whether you are a homeowner or a professional roof cleaner and ensure that a 

biodegradable roof cleaning product is used in order to keep you, your family, and your 

property safe. 
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CONTACT US TODAY! 
Commercial Restorations 
13433 Tilford Court, Germantown MD 20874  
Phone Number : 301-216-2555  
Email : info@commercialrestorations.com 
Website: https://commercialrestorations.com/ 
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/site/bestcommercialrestorations/ 
Google Folder: https://rebrand.ly/power-washing-company 
https://commercial-pressure-washing-maryland.business.site/ 
https://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/commercialrestorations.com 
https://www.google.com/maps?cid=17257190408477974791&_ga=2.98798622.184981692.
1553861021-1235825147.1552368879 
https://www.facebook.com/Commercial.Restorations 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOGxNMzujuoDF8vLtKbSoQQ/about 
https://commercialrestorations.blogspot.com 
https://twitter.com/commercialres2r 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=commercialrestorations&qs=n&form=QBLH&sp=-1&pq=com
mercialrestoratio&sc=8-20&sk=&cvid=B296DDB190C644CBA331A67E2C75733F 
https://www.bing.com/maps?osid=3348a50c-1963-4354-b526-1b5073285b83&cp=39.17419
~-77.299522&lvl=13&imgid=51987c28-f0b9-4e0c-a39e-6c57e460efd8&v=2&sV=2&form=S0
0027 
https://binged.it/2CJ6iye 
https://commercial-restorations.tumblr.com 
https://commercialrestorations.home.blog 
https://en.gravatar.com/commercialrestorationsmd 
https://www.pearltrees.com/commercialrestorations 
https://about.me/commercialrestorations 
https://www.diigo.com/profile/commercialres2r 
https://sites.google.com/site/bestcommercialrestorations/ 
https://web.archive.org/web/20181202081016/http://commercialrestorations.com/ 
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