
Participle adjectives 

 
Meaning 

Participle adjectives are adjectives made from verbs by adding ‘-ing’ or ‘-ed’. They are used in the same 

way as regular adjectives, to describe people, places, and things.  

 

Form 

Many words have both an adjective form with ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’, for example ‘bored’ and ‘boring’. This can 

be confusing for learners. For example:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives ending in ‘-ed’ usually describe emotions, how people feel. For example:  

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives ending in ‘-ing’ usually describe the situation, person, or thing that causes the feeling or 

emotion. For example:  

 

 

 

 

Here are some more common participle adjectives with both ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ forms: 
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