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Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Nithin introduces a new series called "Words to the Wise" focusing on the book of Proverbs. He emphasizes that wisdom,
not just information, is what we need in our complex world. The sermon specifically addresses wise families and parenting, highlighting that
parents are the primary spiritual leaders in their homes. Pastor Nithin explains that God's approach to us combines delight and discipline - He
delights in us first and disciplines us out of love to keep us on the right path. This model should guide how we parent, avoiding both permissive
and perfectionistic extremes. Three key takeaways for wise parenting include setting clear expectations, correcting consistently, and living with
integrity, recognizing that children learn more from what they observe than what they're told.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss the wisdom found in Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to receive what You
have for us today. Help us to understand how Your delight in us shapes how we should relate to others, especially the next generation. Guide
our conversation, challenge our thinking, and transform our perspectives. May Your Holy Spirit reveal the areas where we need more of Your
wisdom in our relationships and families. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one family tradition or rule from your childhood that you still remember clearly today?

# Key Verses
® Proverbs 1:3

e Proverbs 3:11-12

® Proverbs 22:6

e Proverbs 13:24

e Proverbs 23:12
Questions

e How does understanding that God delights in you affect how you view yourself and others?

e The sermon emphasized that "delight and discipline are two sides of the same coin." How have you experienced this balance (or
imbalance) in your own upbringing?

e Pastor Nithin described two extremes: permissive parenting and perfectionistic parenting. Which tendency do you think is more
common in our culture today, and why?

e What does it mean to "set clear expectations" in your relationships, whether with children, friends, coworkers, or others?

e How can we correct consistently without becoming harsh or giving up when we don't see immediate results?

e The sermon mentioned that "more is caught than taught." Can you share an example of something you "caught" from someone else's
example rather than their words?

e What does living with integrity look like in your current season of life?

e How might understanding that "proverbs are principles, not promises" change how we approach wisdom literature in the Bible?

Life Application

This week, identify one relationship in your life (whether with a child, friend, colleague, or family member) where you can better balance
delight and discipline. First, find a specific way to express genuine delight in that person - perhaps through words of affirmation, quality time, or
a thoughtful gesture. Then, consider if there's an area where loving discipline or guidance might be needed. Commit to approaching that
conversation from a foundation of delight rather than frustration. Journal about how this approach affects both you and the other person.

Key Takeaways
e Wisdom helps us navigate the gray areas of life where knowledge alone isn't enough.
God's approach to us begins with delight, and discipline flows from that delight - this should be our model for relationships.
Set clear expectations before correcting, as boundaries help people feel safe.
Correct consistently but always connect relationally first.
Live with integrity because more is caught than taught - children need authentic role models, not perfect ones.

Ending Prayer

Lord God, thank You for the wisdom You offer us through Your Word. Thank You for delighting in us even when we fall short, and for lovingly
disciplining us to guide us back to Your path. Help us to reflect Your heart in our relationships - delighting in others while providing the
boundaries and guidance that demonstrate true love. Give us the courage to live with integrity, the consistency to correct with love, and the
clarity to set expectations that honor You. May our families and relationships be marked by Your wisdom rather than the world's folly. In Jesus'
name, Amen.



