
 
 Meeting 

1979 ●​ In the fall, began meeting at Julie Kelly’s house on Sacramento Avenue.  Bill Carlson put 
article in the Chico News & Review about Quakers and the new group that was forming 

●​ Called the “Butte Quaker Fellowship” 
●​ First Table Mountain Kite Flying Trip 

Attendees who are still active in CFM 
●​ Linnea Hanson 
●​ Peter Milbury 
●​ Bill Carlson 
●​ Christine Rowe 

1980 Attendees who are still active in CFM 
●​ Jim Anderson 
●​ Janet Leslie 

1981 ●​ Began meeting at the Migrant Head Start Center at 22th and Park. 
●​ Weekly worship sharing on Mondays 
●​ Lots of children singing children’s songs’ 
●​ Lots of opinions about how to incorporate children into worship 
●​ Started singing “Seek Ye First” at the end of singing before start of Meeting for Worship 

Attendees who are still active in CFM 
●​ Judith Stone 
●​ Tanya Heaston 

1982 ●​ Began Friends News 
●​ Became a Preparative Meeting under the care of Grass Valley Friends Meeting.  David 

Potter and Louis/Andrea Armin-Hoiland became members of Grass Valley.  Jim Anderson 
and Janet Leslie transferred their membership to Grass Valley. 

1983 ●​ In the winter, met at the Unitarian Church on Filbert Avenue in the afternoon until the end of 
the school year and in the morning in the summer 

●​ In fall, moved to the Dance Academy on Wall Street 
●​ Midweek meeting began 
●​ Experimental Meeting with Children at Andrea Bowman’s house 
●​ Grass Valley Friends Meeting M&O Committee visited 
●​ Tanya Heaston and Steve Biddle wedding 
●​ Family Worship Sharing at Andrea Bowman’s house.   
●​ First Halloween party 

1984 Bought chairs 
1985 ●​ Unity with Nature group met weekly 

●​ Raised $20,000 to save rainforest in Costa Rica 
●​ Several members travelled to peace conference in Costa Rica 
●​ First trip to Gray Lodge 
●​ Singing at the end of Meeting 
●​ Peter and Chikurin’s Celebration of Marriage 
●​ First campout trip to Whiskeytown Lake 
●​ Barbara Castro accompanied the Peace Ribbon that was wrapped around the Pentagon on 

Hiroshima Day 
●​ San Jose Meeting Centennial program 
●​ First Christmas Eve Family Worship 

1986 Met at the Creative Learning Center, a pre-school on the Esplanade 
1987 ●​ Approved as a full-fledged, independent monthly meeting 



●​ Renamed “Chico Friends Meeting” 
1988 ●​ Met in peoples’ homes for the summer and fall 

●​ Caring and Sharing Group started before Meeting for Worship 
●​ Meeting for Business held at 8:30 am 

1989 ●​ Met at Head Start on Mariposa Avenue 
●​ Quaker Teen Club started 
●​ Susan Hughes attended Peace/Ecology Conference in Costa Rica 
●​ F.U.N. Rainforest dinners 

1990 ●​ Yearly children’s Christmas play 
●​ F.U.N. Rainforest Gala 
●​ Began Afterthoughts after M4W 
●​ Minute regarding same sex marriage approved 
●​ Worship Sharing Groups started 
●​ Adult Education started before M4W 

1991 ●​ Lauren Miller requested that her membership be laid down 
●​ Trip to Ashland to see Major Barbara 
●​ Early M4W (7:00 am) 
●​ Summer schedule 
●​ Meetings on Membership 
●​ First Day School-Second Shepards play 
●​ M4B moved from 2nd Sunday to 1st Sunday 

1992 ●​ Children’s Rainforest Festival and F.U.N. Gala 
●​ Marriage of Peter Milbury and Marian Ware 
●​ First Day School hired caregivers for younger children 
●​ Ministry & Oversight Committee split into Worship and Ministry/Oversight Committees 
●​ Peace and Social Concerns Committee started 
●​ Susan Hughes house and children’s advocacy group formed 
●​ Susan Hughes requested letter to Monteverde Meeting introducing her as a sojourning 

Friend 
●​ Four weighty friends resign their memberships.   
●​ Started F.U.N. Workdays 
●​ Adult Education focus on the Bible and Quakerism then and now 

1993 First Day School- Star Bright Play 
1994 Celebrated 15 years of Friends meeting for worship in Chico 
1995 ●​ Leslie Howard bought songbooks.  Created lots of drama since it wasn’t brought to Meeting 

for Business first 
●​ “Great Membership Crisis” 

1996   
1997   
1998 ●​ Met at the Unitarian Church in the summer 

●​ Began meeting at Congregation Beth Israel in the fall 
1999 Celebrated 20 years of Friends meeting for worship in Chico 
2000 ●​ Increased desire for our own place to meet instead of continuing to rent 
2001   
2002   
2003 Whole meeting play of Christmas play.  All children and many adults performed. 
2004   
2005   
2006   



2007 ●​ Chico Friends Conveyance Fellowship formed—purchased 1601 Hemlock Street.   
●​ CFM agreed to rent for two years and to consider purchase within five years. 

2008   
2009 ●​ Witness & Services Committee recommended organizations to which to donate funds.  Not 

approved by Meeting for Business.  (Other years, organizations were approved.  We 
struggled to find our way forward) 

●​ Ann Polivka not supported to go to conference in Sacramento. 
2010   
2011   
2012 Meeting visioning for buildings and grounds improvements.  
2013 Year long discussion about participation in Safe Space Winter Shelter.  Finally decided to not 

offer our building. 
2014   
2015   
2016   
2017 Ad hoc committee for long-range planning created. 
2018 ●​ Several attenders lost their homes in the Camp Fire 

●​ CFM received donations from Quakers in other communities to use for Camp Fire relief 
efforts 

2019  $12,000 to Simplicity Village and $10,000 to RVs4CampFireFamily 
2020 ●​ Meeting activities moved online due to pandemic lockdown 

●​ Eric Oyler (homeless person) found dead on our steps 
●​ We offer our Fellowship Hall for use by CHAT as a transitional site for their project in service 

to unsheltered people.  
2021 ●​ Building used as temporary winter shelter for Safe Space Winter Shelter.  

●​ Building used as summer cooling center for Safe Space Winter Shelter 
2022   
2023 ●​ Loving Earth project 

●​ New ramp added to Meetinghouse to improve accessibility 
2024 ●​ Ad-hoc Committee on Growing the Life of the Meeting formed. 

●​ Started Plastic Free July effort. 
●​ Finance process improvements, separating operating budget from capital budget.  

2025 ●​ Friends from Grass Valley Meeting held listening sessions regarding issues within CFM.  As 
a result, Ad-Hoc Listening Committee was formed. 

●​ Building used as summer cooling center for Safe Space Winter Shelter 
2026 Joined Quaker Connect project under FWCC Section of the Americas. 

 


