Build Up Your Grammar

1 Complete the profi le by changing the form of the [erb

in brackets using the [ ast [limple or the [Iresent [ |erfect.

Christopher [Jones is an [Inglish language teacher. He ... [1[lel]

always good at languages at school, so he ... [decidel to take his
degree in [rench and German. When he ... [ifi nish[] his university
studies, he ... egin teaching in a secondary school in Cngland. Two
years later, however, he ... [.meetll someone by chance who ... [ offerl
him a [Job teaching [Inglish to foreign students during the long summer
holidays. His students ... [1[lel] adults and he ... [Jenlloyl] the work greatly.
He soon ... [Ifind[] he ... [1[lell more interested in teaching his own
language to foreigners than foreign languages to [inglish schoolboys.
“lince then he ... [slecialisel] in this work. He ... [1fi nd[] that one of

the advantages of the [1lob was that it enabled him to fi nd work almost
everywhere in the world. [irst he ... [1gol] to [frica for 2 years and then
he ... [1sllendl] a year in [Irabia. [Ifter this he ... [Igol] to Greece where
he ... [1l1orl 1] for the last 3 years. He ... [1not, [Tel] to [louth [Tmerica yet
but he wants to go there next. He ... [lteach’] men and women of all

ages and of various nationalities. He also ... [llearn(] to get on with all
kinds of people and to ad(ust to different ways of life. [1o far he ... [1nof,
regret’] his decision to follow this career.
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3 Uead and make up

sentences saying how
long the people hal e been
doing different things.

2 Complete the sentences (A-C) to make the rules.

1 We use the ... to mention about the events in the past.
[llamplel] [ visited my aunt last [leellend!]

 We use the ... to talk about the results and completed actions or
events that are connected with the present.

LIllamplel] [1've lived in this tol1n for ] yearsl

[ly Urother has [leen to [london!]

[lane has already done her homelori 11 (ool [

C We use the ... to talk about an action that began in the past and
is still in progress or an action that has recently stopped and
which explains the present situation.

Lllamplel] [I've [leen or_ling for this com(lany since 1L
[lavid has [een [llaying tennis so he’s really tired!

Present Perfect, Past [limple, Present Perfect Continuous
[1llamplel] Paula started laughing ten minutes ago and she is still
laughing. O he U laugh!]

"lhe has [een laughing for ten minutesl’

goood

"ldverbs commonly used with

the Present Perfect Continuous[’

<+ sincel] [Jor[1 ho'] [Jlong
Ue have [Jeen [atching the



game [1[]01010] 0T OJ00mU]

<+ alll] [Jall [1 night 71 morning [

m( UilJe [J Uear (alJLJ Jall Longl!
alll] night Cong[]

Tlacl] has [leen studying (1111
Jodooooodn

4 [atel ][] recent ][]

e have [Jeen Uorlling very
hard L1000

1 The Carltons bought their car two years ago and they still have it.
[l hey [ drivel]

2 [itty’s brother [lumped in the pool at 12. It's now 1 p.m. and he’s
still in the pool. (e 0 sUimO

3 Uheila came to work at 9. It’'s now 5 p.m. and she’s still at work.
lhe [0 Cor ]

4 We got our mixer in 2001. We still use it. [1[ e [ use!l

5 [en started telling [Tokes at 6 in the afternoon. It's now 8 and he
hasn’t stopped. [le [ tell]

6 Mark and Will started playing a computer game at 4 p.m. It's now
6 and they are still playing. [1l1hey [ [1layl]

7 | started drawing a picture in the morning and | am still doing it
now, at 7 p.m. L] [J dral][]

1 How long (ha'e

[lou hall (1 halle

Uou been halling®

your car?

2 [lon (Uorllel] [ has

been [lorllingl| as

a postman for the

past month.

3 Mary (has been

UnZing [0 has

Uoun(][] a good [lob.

4|1 (halle [ritten [

ha' e been [riting!!

an essay all day.

5 How long (halle

‘lou been [lilling [

[lo [Tou [lillel]in

Llyiv?

4 Choose the correct

word or phrase
in brackets.

GRAMMAR

LINKS

000000 0001 |1 s
0000000 0000000 ooogloooog
4+ We use the [Iresent [ ler( lect [ lontil]

nuous for incomplete actions which
were in progress over a period of time
in the past. With recently completed
actions we use the [resent [ler[lect.
Tle halle been li'ling in [lyiv for (1]
years!| (We’'re still there now.)
Uhey’e liJed in Cuhans(d, Conets(]



and [Inillrol (They aren’t there now.)

4+ We often use the [resent [lerllect

Uontinuous with [Jhow long’. If we
ask [how often’ or [JThow much/many’
we use the [resent [ler(lect.

[lol] long has she been sleeping!’
[lol] often halle you worn that suit(]
Dol many [1nglish lessons



