
 

A STATEMENT BY FEMINIST 
SCHOLARS ON THE ELECTION OF 
DONALD TRUMP AS PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

On Tuesday, November 8, 2016, a sizeable minority of the U.S. electorate chose to send billionaire 
Donald Trump, an avowed sexist and an unrepentant racist, who has spent nearly forty years 
antagonizing vulnerable people, to the White House. Spewing hatred at women, people of color, 
immigrants, Muslims, and those with disabilities is Trump’s most consistent, and well-documented form of 
public engagement. Trump bragged about sexually assaulting women because, as he quipped, his 
celebrity made it easy for him to do so.  The political shift we are witnessing, including the appointment of 
open bigots to the president-elect’s cabinet, reaffirms the structural disposability and systemic disregard 
for every person who is not white, male, straight, cisgender, able-bodied, and middle or upper class. 

As a community of feminist scholars, activists and artists, we affirm that the time to act is now.  We cannot 
endure four years of a Trump presidency without a plan. We must protect reproductive justice, fight for 
Black lives, defend the rights of LGBTQIA people, disrupt the displacement of indigenous people and the 
stealing of their resources, advocate and provide safe havens for the undocumented, stridently reject 
Islamophobia, and oppose the acceleration of neoliberal policies that divert resources to the top 1% and 
abandon those at the bottom of the economic hierarchy. We must also denounce militarization at home 
and abroad, and climate change denial that threatens to destroy the entire planet. 

We must also reject calls to compromise, to understand, or to collaborate. We cannot and will not comply. 
Our number one priority is to resist.  We must resist the instantiation of autocracy. We must resist this 
perversion of democracy.  We must refuse spin and challenge any narratives that seek to call this 
moment “democracy at work.” This is not democracy; this is the rise of a 21st century U.S. version of 
fascism. We must name it, so we can both confront and defeat it. The most vulnerable, both here and 
abroad, cannot afford for us to equivocate or remain silent. The threats posed by settler colonialism and 



empire around the globe have never been more real, nor has our resolve to oppose these injustices ever 
been stronger. Concretely, within the U.S., we oppose the building of a wall along the U.S. – Mexico 
border, and the establishment of a registry for Muslim residents. 

We owe this moment and the communities we fight for our very best thinking, teaching, and organizing. 
We must find creative solutions to address the immediate needs of those who will be acutely affected 
within the first 100 days of Trump’s presidency. We must push ourselves into new, and more precise and 
radical analytical frameworks that can help us to articulate the stakes of this moment. 

The most important thing we can do in this moment is to make an unqualified commitment to those on the 
margins through our actions, insist that the media be allowed to do its job; and protect the right to protest 
and dissent. We recognize clearly that our silence will not protect us. Silence, in the aftermath of 11/8 is 
not merely a lack of words; it is a profound inertia of liberatory thought and praxis. So - what are we 
waiting for? We are who we are waiting for. We pledge to stand and fight, with fierce resolve, for the 
values and principles we believe in and the people we love. 

[NOTE: Please sign only once. Your signature will not appear immediately; we are manually adding 
signatures.  As of January 1, 2017, we have 11, 000 signatures!   We are working to update the 
signatures, but it is taking longer than 2-3 days.] 
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Kate Drabinski, UMBC 
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Kitty Krupat, City University of New York, Murphy Institute 

Jennifer L. Morgan, New York University 



Aisha Becker-Burrowes 

Becca Klaver, Rutgers University 

Briallen Hopper, Yale University 

John P. McCormick, University of Chicago 

Kellie Carter Jackson, Hunter College, CUNY 
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Diaspora Studies 
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Ruth Rosen, University of California 



Osizwe Raena Harwell 

Paola Bacchetta, UC Berkeley 

Brianna Suslovic, Smith College School for Social Work 

Aimee R. Thorne-Thomsen, Advocates for Youth 

E. Kay Trimberger, Professor Emerita of Women's & Gender Studies, Sonoma State University 

Noah Zatz, UCLA School of Law 

Lindsay Reckson, Haverford College 

Pascha Bueno-Hansen 

Nishani Frazier, Miami University of Ohio 



Beryl Satter, Rutgers University-Newark 

Becky Thompson, Simmons College 

Nicole Marroquin, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

Diane Harriford, Vassar College 

Sondra Hale, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

Susan Klimczak, South End Technology Center @ Tent City 

Amy Hackett, Veteran Feminists of America 

Andrea Hairston, Smith College 

Paula A. Michaels 



Kara Takasaki 

Christine Ahn, Women Cross DMZ 

Lisa V Blitz, Binghamton University 

Teresa McKenna, Assoc. Professor Emerita, USC 

Juliet Hooker, University of Texas at Austin 

Elsa Wiehe, Roger Williams University 

Alice Rothchild, MD, Harvard University, medical school 

Kaushik Sunder Rajan, University of Chicago 

Elsa Auerbach, University of Massachusetts Boston 



Therese Saliba, Evergreen State College 

Don Loeb, Univ of Vermont 

Alicia Arrizon, University of California, Riverside 

David Ke, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Laurie Lytel, UNLV 

C.J. Alvarez, University of Texas at Austin 

Gloria Jacobs, Publisher emerita Feminist Press 

Leah Garrett, Professor of Jewish Studies, Monash University 

Barbara B. Brown, Boston University 



Lauren Berlant, University of Chicago 

Stefanie Fox 

Elaine Hagopian, Simmons College 

Kathleen Dunn, Loyola University Chicago 

Lois Rudnick, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Nancy Holmstrom, Rutgers University, emerita 

Renny Golden Emerita, Northeastern Illinois University 

Jeanne Koopman, Boston University 

Lucy Pick, University of Chicago 



Winifred Breines 

Kyra Morris 

Marcia Chatelain, Georgetown University 

Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, New York University 

Wendy Brown, UC Berkeley 

Laurie Turner 

Paul McDermott 

Karin Rosemblatt, University of Maryland 

K-Sue Park 



Gina Fedock, University of Chicago, School of Social Service Admonistration 

Harriet Murav, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Nancy Appelbaum, Binghamton University, State University of New York 

Mary Louise Pratt, New York University 

Abby Ferber 

Jun Sunseri, University of California, Berkeley 

Pamela Annas, Professor Emerita of English, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Leisy Abrego, UCLA 

Paula R Rhodes, International Human Rights Educator, Advocate & Attirney 



Ann Fleck-Henderson, professor emerita, Simmons College School of Social Work 

Gloria Steinem, writer, organizer 

Patricia Walsh 

Naomi Scheman, Emerita, University of Minnesota 

Ann Kennedy, U Maine, Farmington 

Sarah Tobias 

Alice Crary, New School for Social Research, Philosophy and Gender & Sexuality Studies 

Leslie Gates, Binghamton university 

Kaethe Weingarten, The Witnessing Project 



Janet H. Johnson, University of Chcago 

sasha klein, Presidio Graduate School - Student 

Nancy J. Holland 

Susy Zepeda, University of California, Davis 

Dianne Morales 

Tulia G. Falleti, University of Pennsylvania 

Joseph Rumenapp, Judson University 

Suzanne Holland, John B. Magee Professor of Science &Values, Professor of Religious 
Studies/University of Puget Sound 

Jennifer Yanco 



sandra haggard, university of maine system 

Jennifer W. Kyker, Eastman School of Music, The University of Rochester 

Stanlie M. James 

Alyson Cole, City University of New York 

Jennifer Nelson, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

Loan Dao, University of Massachusetts Boston 

Florence Schwartz 

Ynestra King 

Daniel Perlstein, University of California Berkeley 



Andor Skotnes, The Sage Colleges 

Sharon A Kowalsky, Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Genevieve Negrón-Gonzales, University of San Francisco 

Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Spelman College 

Ásta K Sveinsdótir, San Francisco State 

Micky Cokely 

Hannah Rosen, College of William and Mary 

Catherine Villanueva Gardner, Professor, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

Ana María León, University of Michigan 



Robin Zheng, Yale-NUS College 

Ellen Carol  DuBois, UCLA 

Jane Ariel 

Helen Lauer, University of Dar es Salaam 

Nils-Hennes Stear, Instituto de Investigaciones Filosóficas, UNAM 

Rebecca Jean Emigh, Professor, Sociology, UCLA 

Flora Lu, UC Santa Cruz 

Amanda Armstrong, University of Michigan 

Nancy A. Naples, University of Connecticut 



Tara Zahra, University of Chicago 

Barbara Foley, Rutgers University-Newark 

Ash Stephens, University of Illinois at Chicago 

Elizabeth Hull, Rutgers University-Newark, New Jersey 

Lynne Layton, Harvard Medical School 

Rebecca Zorach, Northwestern University 

Barbara Solheim, William Rainey Harper College 

Sarah Fenstermaker, University of Michigan 

Margarita Azmitia, University of California at Santa Cruz 



Marjorie Saunders 

Eleanor Roffman, Jewish women for justice in Israel/Palestine 

Ruth Wilson Gilmore 

Jessica Zaehringer, Loyola University Chicago 

Annelise Riles, Cornell University 

Ariela Gross, University of Southern California 

Kesho Y. Scott, Grinnell College 

Dylan Manson 

Kimberly DaCosta Holton, Rutgers Univeristy 



Amy Levine, Pusan National University, South Korea 

Nan Bauer-Maglin, Professor Emerita, CUNY 

Pam Brooks, Oberlin College 

Maureen Costura 

Lisa R. Pruitt, University of California, Davis 

Shelley Park 

Jonathan B. Singer, Loyola University Chicago 

Vivien Ng, University at Albany 

Rachel Rubin, American Studies, University of Massachusetts Boston 



Sami Schalk, University at Albany, SUNY 

Crystal Jackson, John Jay College-CUNY 

Madeleine Dobie, Columbia University 

Andrea g norkus 

Kim Romano 

Amy Levine, Pusan National University, South Korea 

Marilyn Friedman 

Karen Mary Davalos, University of Minnesota 

Emmanuel David, University of Colorado Boulder 



Sarah Abrevaya Stein, UCLA 

Bonnie B. Spanier, University at Albany 

Linda Bell, Retired from Georgia State University 

Lorraine Cohen, LaGuardia Community College 

Sandra Turner, Fordham University 

Hasia diner, New York university 

Heather Love, University of Pennsylvania 

Mary Kay Vaughan, University of Maryland College Park emerita 

Kate Parsons, Webster University 



Olúfẹ́mi O. Táíwò, UCLA 

Michael Tolley, Northeastern University 

Nichole Marie Shippen, LaGuardia CC, City University of New York 

Francine Frank 

William Mazzarella, University of Chicago 

Lois Weiner, New Jersey City University 

Marcia Newfield, PSC-CUNY 

Ann Froines, Women and Gender Studies Program, Univ of Mass Boston, (retired) 

Joanna L. Grossman, SMU Dedman School of Law 



Veena Oldenburg, City University of New York 

LaToya Eaves 

Benita Roth, Binghamton University 

Anne Erde, University of Massachusetts/Boston 

Suzanne Cherrin, University of Delaware 

Katherine McKittrick 

Karen Rosenberg, University of Delaware 

Susan J. Brison, Dartmouth College 

Robin McGinty, CUNY Graduate Center 



Sarah Tyson 

Brittany Meché, University of California, Berkeley 

Donna Schuele, California State University, Los Angeles 

Hila Keren, Southwestern Law School 

Jaribu Hill, Mississippi Workers' Center for Human Rights 

Alida Bouris, University of Chicago 

Paula R. Elliott 

Sam Sumpter, University of Washington 

Kathleen Turkel, University of Delaware 



Marina P Franchild, Jewish Feminist Brunch, Capital District New York 

Mary Gibson, John Jay College and the Graduate Center, CUNY 

Nathaniel Adam Tobias C———, Black Studies Research Cluster, Birmingham City University 

Berenice M. Fisher, Prof. Emerita New York University 

Jina B. Kim, Postdoctoral fellow, Mt Holyoke College 

Jessica Piña, Loyola University Chicago 

Clarissa Atkinson 

Gwendolyn Midlo Hall, Prof of History, Rutgers University 

Angela Sofia Lombardo 



elizabeth hegeman, john jay college of criminal justice, cuny 

Jennifer Danos, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

Ruth Goldstein, Harvard University 

Joyce Zucker 

Elizabeth M. Scott, Illinois State University 

Melodie M. Toby, PhD 

Susan E Kalt, Roxbury Community College 

Vasuki Nesiah, The Gallatin School, NYU 

Chrysanthi Leon, University of Delaware 



Mythri Jegathesan, Santa Clara University 

Sarah Katz, Temple University Beasley School of Law 

Christine Clark, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Eve Meltzer, NYU 

Délice Mugabo, CUNY-The Graduate Center 

Maya Manian, University of San Francisco School of Law 

Elissa Bemporad, Queens College and the CUNY Graduate Center 

Nanette Funk, CUNY (Brooklyn College) 

Wendy Ashmore, University of California, Riverside (Retired) 



Hollister Wells Turner, Former Assoc. Executive Director Women's Sports Fiundation 

Cheryl Koos, Professor of History, California State University, Los Angeles 

Suzanne Bost, Loyola University Chicago 

Sally Chaffee 

Nicholas Glastonbury, Hunter College, CUNY 

Shruti Rana, Indiana University Bloomington 

Mary Logan Rothschild, Arizona State University, emerita 

Jennifer Turner 

Joan D. Hedrick 



Laurie Stone 

Barrie Thorne, University of California, Berkeley, Emerita 

Jacqueline Anderson 

K. T. Ewing, Tennessee State University 

Holly Fisher, Artist 

You-me Park, Georgetown University 

Ann Heffernan, University of Chicago 

Nina Cornyetz, New York University 

Sujani Reddy 



Anooradha Iyer Siddiqi, New York University 

Elizabeth Grace Burkhart, LICSW 

Georgia Wever, Friends & Family of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

Lindsay Naylor, University of Delaware 

Laura Kalman, University of California, Santa Barbara 

Carole Turbin, Professor Emerita, SUNY, Empire State College 

Linda Nicholson, Susan E. and William P. Stiritz Distinguished Professor of Women's Studies and 
Professor of History 

Sylvia Rodriguez, University of New Mexico 

Hirut Melaku, Third Eye Collective 



Rosalind Fredericks, New York University 

Jerome Whitington, New York University 

Margaret Hedstrom, University of Michigan 

Lorraine Yang, University of Leeds 

Neel Ahuja, UC Santa Cruz 

Betsy Pohlman, Independent Writer and Research Consultant 

Joy Katz, Carlow University 

Nancy B. Baker, Artist 

Ritty Lukose 



Erika Goldman 

Michele Landis Dauber, Stanford University 

Lana Dee Povitz, NYU 

Manal Hamzeh, New Mexico State University 

Lise Vogel, Professor (retired), Rider University 

Linda Waite, University of Chicago 

Shamara Wyllie Alhassan, Brown University 

Temma Kaplan, Rutgers University Department of History 

Monica Huerta, Princeton University 



Rebecca Copeland 

Chanda Prescod-Weinstein, University of Washington 

Cori Wong, Colorado State University 

Laura Lomas, Rutgers University-Newark 

Michelle McKinley, University of Oregon School of Law 

Prudence A Moylan, Professor emerita, Loyola University Chciago 

Jeff Spires 

Ann G. Winfield, Roger Williams University 

Brenda Steinberg 



Diana Tietjens Meyers, University of Connecticut, Storrs 

Mary R Harvey, Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard Medicsl School and Founding 
Director, Violence Transformed, Public Health Advocacy Institute (PHAI) at Northeastern School of Law 

Sunaina Maira, UC Davis 

Ann D'Ercole, New York University 

Mary Ella Feinleib, Professor Emerita, Tufts University 

Mary Ann Dzuback, Washington University 

Norma Finkelstein 

Mary Ann Dzuback, Washington University 

Linda Dittmar, University of Massachusetts--Boston 



Angela Valenzuela, The University of Texas at Austin 

Meredith Tax, Writer 

Farhana Sultana, Syracuse University 

Vivian Shaw, University of Texas at Austin 

Jennifer S. Hendricks, University of Colorado Law School 

Anneeth Kaur Hundle, University of California, Merced 

Judith Sayad, University of Illinois at Chicago 

Barbara Epstein, University of California, Santa Cruz 

Ianna Hawkins Owen, UC Berkeley, English 



Kristy Shih, Central Michigan University 

Lucy Salyer 

Susana L. Gallardo, San Jose State University 

LAURA KANG, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE 

Felicity Nussbaum, Ucla 

Savneet Talwar, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

Miriam Frank, New York University 

Silke Hackenesch 

MeredethTurshen, Rutgers University 



Desma Holcomb 

Frances Kissling, University of Pennsylvania 

Lyda Peters, Cambridge College 

Sahar Sadjadi, Amherst College 

Leonore Tiefer, NYUSOM 

Diane Horwitz, DePaul University College of Education 

Fran Bartkowski, Rutgers University-Newark 

Marilyn Friedman 

Siobhan Carter-David, Southern Connecticut State University 



Amira Proweller, DePaul University 

Robin McGinty, CUNY Graduate Center 

Mary Shaffer, Shaffer Studios, formerly NYU  & UNM 

Terry Davis, Chicago 

Ann Snitow, The New School 

Nancy Hutchinson Erdmann, Independent, Activist 

Jennifer D Adams, City University of New York 

Brad van Eeden-Moorefield, Montclair State University 

Dina Al-Kassim, UBC 



Marijke van Roojen 

Ruth Perry 

Jean Allman, Washington University in St. Louis 

Corie McKibben 

Lisa Kretz 

Linda J. Smith, Wright State university 

Sheena Malhotra, California State University, Northridge 

Amber Jamilla Musser, Washington University in St. Louis 

Anne Bennett, California State University San Bernardino 



Karen Braziller, Persea Books 

Shea Howell, James and Grace Lee Boggs Center to Nurture Community Leadership 

Lisa Neumann 

Julie Crawford, Columbia University 

Hilary Schlinger, CNM, MS 

[Email addresses are being collected for contact purposes and will not be published. Please sign only 
once.  We are updating the signatures manually.  As of January 1, 2017, the petition has 11, 000 
signatures!] 
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