The Revelation of Jesus Christ
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“..The LORD will display his glory, the splendor of our God.” (Is 35:2)
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Prayer: Father, unless we know the Jesus Christ pictured in this book we don’t know Jesus

Christ. Grant us the eyes to see this magnificent and fascinating portrait of Your glorious son

standing in all His splendor as He longs and desires to welcome us into His Kingdom. May we

experience the fellowship and glory of your Son so that these words penetrate our hearts. Grant

it we ask, in Jesus name! Amen.
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Welcome to one of the most exciting books in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Over 25% of the Bible is
prophetic so we have a responsibility to encounter
these words as we will do in this study. This is written
and presented in a simple way that even a child can

understand.
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1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to
show His servants—things which must shortly take place.
And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant
John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it;

for the time is near.

e The Book of Revelation is a letter and a work of
apocalyptic literature, a genre that uses symbols
to explain future events. It is unique among New
Testament letters for being a direct revelation
from Jesus Christ.

e The revelation was delivered through a specific
and elaborate chain of custody: from God the

Father to Jesus, who then showed it to His angel,
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who finally communicated it to the Apostle John.

e This detailed chain of custody was provided to
encourage trust and validate the extraordinary
contents of the letter, especially given the false
teachings circulating in the early Church about the
return of Jesus.

e The method of communication was visual; Jesus
"showed" John a series of visions, and John
recorded what he "saw" rather than receiving a
narrative explanation.

e This visual transmission resulted in a description
of events that is often mysterious, leaving the
reader to interpret the meaning of the images and
intentionally obscuring the message from
unbelievers.

e The book contains a unique promise of a specific
blessing for those who read, hear, and "heed" the
words of the prophecy.

e To receive this blessing, one does not need to fully
understand the book, but rather to accept it as true
and anticipate the events it foretells. The blessing
itself is unspecified but is intended to encourage

believers to study the work.
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and
who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before
His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,

the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of
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the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His
God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and

ever. Amen.

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see
Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the

earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to

come, the Almighty.”

The Author and Audience: The human author is the
Apostle John, who acts as a secretary, taking dictation
from Jesus. He addresses the letter to the "seven
churches that are in Asia" to represent the entire church
(100%) throughout history, as the number seven

represents completeness in the Bible.

The Divine Greeting: The letter opens with a greeting

from all three members of the Godhead:

e The Father: Described as the one "Who is, was,
and is to come," which emphasizes God's eternal
existence and stability.

e The Holy Spirit: Referred to as the "Seven Spirits
before the throne," with the number seven again
representing the complete and perfect nature of
the Spirit.
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e Jesus Christ: He is presented with three titles that
correspond to the three periods of his ministry: the
faithful witness (pre-advent), the firstborn of the
dead (his earthly ministry and resurrection), and

the ruler of the kings of the earth (his future reign).

The Role of Believers: The passage highlights that while
we await Jesus's second coming, believers are a
"kingdom of priests." Having been freed from sin by
Jesus's blood, our purpose is to intercede for the lost

world and represent Christ to them. (v 6)

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was
on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and
for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 10 | was in the Spirit on
the Lord’s Day, and | heard behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet, 11 saying, “l am the Alpha and the Omega, the
First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and
send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to

Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

12 Then | turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And
having turned | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in
the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of
Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded
about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and hair
were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a

flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in
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a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16
He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth
went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was
like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when | saw Him,
| fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me,
saying to me, “Do not be afraid; | am the First and the Last.
18 | am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive
forevermore. Amen. And | have the keys of Hades and of
Death. 19 Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will take place after
this.

The Apostle John: The author identifies himself simply
as "your brother, John," which would have been
immediately understood by the early church to mean the
Apostle John. He was exiled to the island of Patmos for
his faith and likely wrote the book around 95 AD, making
it the final book of the Bible chronologically.

The Vision's Setting: John was "in the Spirit on the Lord's
day" when he heard a voice like a trumpet from behind
him. The voice commanded him to write down what he
was about to see and send it to the seven churches in

Asia Minor.

The Vision of Jesus Christ: John turned and saw a figure
"like a son of man" standing in the midst of seven
lampstands. This figure is described in great detail,

highlighting his divine nature and authority:

e He wore arobe and a golden sash, reminiscent of
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a priest or king.

e His hair was white as wool, and his eyes were like
a flame of fire.

e His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and
his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.

e He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp,
two-edged sword came out of his mouth.

e His face shone as brightly as the sun.

Symbolic Meaning: The seven lampstands are likely

menorahs, symbolizing completeness.

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My
right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven

lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.
Symbolism of the Stars and Lampstands:

e The seven stars represent the angels of the seven
churches.

e The seven lampstands represent the seven
churches themselves.

e This imagery shows that Jesus is walking among
and has authority over His entire church
(represented by the perfect number seven), which is

tasked with being a light to the world.
The Meaning of Jesus's Glorified Appearance:

e John's description of Jesus is consistent with other

Old Testament descriptions of God (e.g., in Daniel,
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Isaiah, and Psalms), even though these men never
met!

e White hair and robe symbolize purity and holiness.

e Eyes like a flame of fire represent piercing
discernment and judgment.

e Glowing bronze feet symbolize God's judgment and
wrath against sin.

e The two-edged sword from His mouth represents
the powerful word of God, used to strike down the
wicked.

e His face shining like the sun and his voice like
rushing waters further emphasize his awesome,

unrivaled power.
John's Response:

e Despite his close relationship with Jesus on Earth,
John was so overwhelmed by Jesus's glorious form
that he "fell at His feet like a dead man."

e This demonstrates that Jesus's time as an ordinary
man was a unique period of humility, and that His
true, eternal form is one of divine glory and power

that inspires awe and worship.
The Three-Part Outline of the Book:

e Inverse 19, Jesus gives John a three-part outline
for the book:
1. "The things which you have seen" - Refers to
the events of the vision in Chapter 1.

2. "The things which are" - Refers to the letters
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to the seven churches in Chapters 2-3.

3. "The things which will take place after these
things" - Refers to the future prophetic
events described in Chapters 4-22, as
indicated by the phrase "After these things"
at the start of Chapter 4.

Summary / #$E

The book of Revelation was inspired by the Holy
Spirit and written by the Apostle John, who was
banished to the island of Patmos around 95 AD.
The title comes from the Greek word apokalupsis,
meaning an "unveiling" or "revealing" of Jesus
Christ, not John.

The interpretation of the book is literal, viewing the
events as prophetic and futuristic, even with the
presence of symbolism.

The second coming of Jesus will be a visible event
that everyone will witness, either with their naked
eye or through technology.

The text notes that Revelation contains seven
"beatitudes” or blessings for those who read, hear,
and keep the words of the prophecy.

The "seven spirits" mentioned in the text are
representative of the Holy Spirit as seven angels
who stand before God, a conclusion drawn from
comparing different parts of Revelation.

John is instructed to write down what he sees and
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send it to seven specific, literal churches in Asia
Minor (modern-day Turkey): Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and
Laodicea.

Jesus identifies himself as "the Alpha and the
Omega," signifying that he is the beginning and the
end, the sum total of all things.

John states that he was on the Lord's Day (Sunday)
and "in the spirit" when he heard a voice like a
trumpet, which he describes as an out-of-body
experience.

The voice commands John to write down what he
sees in a book and send it to the seven churches.
Jesus's Self-Description: Jesus, identified as "the
Son of Man," appears in a majestic vision. His
description includes white hair (purity), eyes like fire
(judgment), feet like polished brass, and a voice like
many waters. A sharp two-edged sword comes
from his mouth, symbolizing the word of God.

The Seven Churches and Lampstands: Jesus
reveals himself standing among seven golden
lampstands, which represent the seven churches.
The church is described as the "light of the world."
The Outline of Revelation: The text identifies
Revelation 1:19 as an outline for the entire book:
"the things which you have seen" (Chapter 1), "the
things which are" (Chapters 2-3, the Church Age),
and "the things which will take place after this"
(Chapters 4-22).
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