
 
PRECIOUS LAMBS PRESCHOOL 

PARENT HANDBOOK 

         
 

Precious Lambs is a Silver Circle of Quality School 
*Precious Lambs is a Ministry of Shepherd of the Lakes Church* 

 
Our Mission: At Precious Lambs we are dedicated to nurturing faith, building community, 
and supporting the whole child in a loving, Christ-centered environment where children 
and families can grow together. 
 
We are located at: 
​ Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
​ 285 E Washington St 
 ​ Grayslake, IL  60030 
​ 847-223-1788 
Staff:​  
Sarah Lanham, Director ​ Teacher: Jill Calvert ​ Teacher Assistant: Tiffany Sullivan 
Emails: 
Director: director@preciouslambs.org 
MWF Teachers: plpmwfclass@gmail.com  
T/TH Teachers: plptuethurclass@gmail.com  
Website: www.preciouslambs.org  
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Welcome to Precious Lambs Preschool! We are so glad you’re here. This Parent 
Handbook is designed to help you get to know our program, policies, and philosophy. 
Please take time to read it through and keep it handy. You’ll find answers to many common 
questions and helpful guidance for a wonderful preschool year. 
 
​​Purpose Statement 
At Precious Lambs Preschool, our purpose is simple but powerful: 

​​ To nurture young children in their faith walk. 
​​ To help them grow in a joyful relationship with Jesus Christ. 
​​ To create a safe, loving, and engaging place where learning happens through play 

and discovery. 
We welcome children ages 3–5 who are eager to learn, explore, and experience the 
incredible love Jesus has for them. 
 
​​How We Learn 
Children at this age learn best through hands-on play and exploration. Our program 
provides opportunities for imagination, problem-solving, creativity, social interaction, and 
building confidence. 
In our classrooms, children will: 

​​ Discover new ideas through exploration and play. 
​​ Develop important skills-social, emotional, motor, language, and cognitive. 
​​ Be encouraged to grow spiritually and learn simple truths about God’s love. 

Most importantly, children will experience the warmth of Jesus’ love in a nurturing, 
Christian environment. 
 
​​Program Goals 
Precious Lambs Preschool will: 
Spiritual Growth 

​​ Teach children simple God truths: 
o​ God made me; I am special. 
o​ God loves me and forgives me. 
o​ God provides for me-family, friends, a home, and more. 
o​ God sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life, die for my sins, rise again, and 

prepare a place for me in heaven. 
o​ God wants me to share His love with others. 
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Social & Emotional Growth 
​​ Encourage kindness, cooperation, and respect for others. 
​​ Teach forgiveness and how to receive forgiveness. 
​​ Foster independence, self-confidence, and healthy self-expression. 
​​ Provide a strong social-emotional focus, helping children name and manage 

feelings, build empathy, and develop healthy friendships. 
Academic & Language Growth 

​​ Provide a high-quality, developmentally appropriate early learning experience in a 
Christian setting. 

​​ Introduce pre-kindergarten readiness skills in literacy, math, and problem-solving. 
​​ Offer rich language opportunities to build communication and listening skills. 
​​ Support curiosity and a love of learning. 

Physical Growth 
​​ Promote large and small muscle development. 
​​ Provide sensory experiences to strengthen coordination and motor skills. 
​​ Encourage healthy habits and active play. 

Whole Child Nurturing 
​​ Create a safe, loving environment where children feel valued and supported. 
​​ Provide consistent, caring Christian teachers who model love and respect. 

 

Admission & Enrollment 
​​ Children must be 3 years old by September 1st, and toilet trained to enroll. 

o​ Exception: Children enrolling in the Tuesday/Thursday morning class may 
have a later fall birthday if approved. 

​​ Priority Enrollment: Current students, their siblings, and members of Shepherd of 
the Lakes Church are given priority before registration opens to the public. 

​​ Class Sizes: 
o​ Maximum of 20 students in the Monday/Wednesday/Friday and 

Tuesday/Thursday classes. 
o​ Maximum of 10 students in Enrichment 
o​ Small class sizes ensure a caring, nurturing environment. 

​​ Part-Time Enrollment: May be considered on a case-by-case basis, depending on 
availability and developmental needs. 

​​ Non-Discrimination Policy: Precious Lambs Preschool admits children of any 
race, color, nationality, ethnic origin, or gender. We do not discriminate in the 

​ - 3 –​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



administration of educational policies, admissions, assistance programs, or other 
preschool-administered activities. 

​​ Children with Special Needs: Each situation is carefully considered on an 
individual basis to determine if our program can meet the child’s needs within our 
setting. 

​​ Faith-Based Education: Precious Lambs is a Christian preschool. We teach 
children about the Christian faith and emphasize the importance of a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ in age-appropriate, loving ways. 

 
 
​​Toilet Training Policy 
For enrollment at Precious Lambs, children must be fully toilet trained. This means: 

​​ Children should be able to recognize when they need to use the bathroom and 
communicate that need to a teacher. 

​​ Children should be able to manage their clothing, use the toilet, and wash their 
hands with minimal assistance. 

​​ Pull-ups are not permitted once a child begins preschool. 
We know accidents can still happen at this age. If an accident occurs, teachers will help 
your child as needed and provide encouragement. Please keep a seasonally appropriate 
change of clothes in your child’s backpack. 
If a child shows consistent difficulty with toilet training, we may work together with parents 
to decide whether the child is ready to continue in preschool at this time. 
 

Enrollment Forms & Requirements 
The State of Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) and 
Precious Lambs Preschool require the following forms to be on file before your child 
begins class (no later than August 1 of the school year): 

​​ Enrollment Form 
​​ Health Form completed by your child’s physician, documenting a recent physical 

and all required immunizations* 
o​ OR a Religious Exemption Form signed by both parent and pediatrician, 

stating that immunizations, physical exams, and medical treatment are 
waived for religious reasons 

​​ Release Authorization Form 
​​ Permission and Consent Forms (field trips, photos, etc.) 
​​ Personal History of Child Form 
​​ Emergency Care Form 
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​​ Copy of your child’s birth certificate* 
* Health form requirements are subject to change according to state guidelines. 
***By law, Precious Lambs Preschool must notify the Illinois State Police or local law 
enforcement if proof of a child’s identity (birth certificate) is not submitted within 30 days of 
enrollment.* 
Important Notes: 

​​ Enrollment is not complete until all forms have been received, and all fees paid. 
​​ Health Forms must be dated within 6 months prior to enrollment. They are valid for 

two years, unless DCFS requirements change. 
​​ Precious Lambs Preschool does not provide health insurance coverage for 

students. Parents are responsible for their child’s health insurance. 
 
​​Program Schedule 
A consistent routine helps children feel safe, confident, and ready to learn. While activities 
may vary from day to day, our mornings generally follow this schedule. 
9:00–9:05 | Arrival & Free Play   
Children are warmly welcomed by teachers as they arrive. Upon entering the classroom, 
children wash their hands and “check in” by finding their name. As friends arrive, they are 
invited to enjoy free play at any center in the room. All learning centers are open during 
this time. 
9:05–9:15 | Morning Circle 
A whistle signals clean-up and gathering for morning circle. This is a special time for 
prayer, greetings, and a brief class meeting to start our day together. 
9:15–10:05 | Free Play & Learning Centers 
Children choose from a variety of individual or small-group activities, both teacher-directed 
and child-directed. All learning centers are open, including blocks, dress-up, 
housekeeping, table toys, easel and art activities, science and discovery, writing, sand and 
water table, climber, and math exploration. Teachers encourage children to explore a 
variety of areas and experiences. 
10:05–10:15 | Clean-Up Time 
Children work together to clean and organize the classroom, helping to build responsibility 
and teamwork. 
10:15-10:35 Circle Time 
Led by teachers and classmates, circle time includes language-rich activities such as Bible 
stories, discussions, finger plays, songs, storytime, and movement. Children also choose 
classroom jobs for the day, which rotate daily. Teachers introduce the day’s activities and 
lessons. 
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​​10:35–10:50 | Washroom, Prayer & Snack 
​​Children wash hands and use the restroom before sitting at tables with their placemats. 
One of the preschoolers leads us in prayer before everyone enjoys snack together. 

​​10:50–11:00 | Wash Hands & Book Time 
​​After snack, children wash their hands and then gather on the rug to enjoy books 
independently, or with friends, in a calm, cozy setting. 

​​11:00–11:25 | Large Muscle Play 
​​Outdoors (weather permitting): bikes, sandbox, ball games, chalk drawing, outdoor 
climber, and more.​
Indoors (inclement weather): teacher-directed large-motor activities such as parachute 
games, dancing, musical circle games, and ball play. 

​​11:25–11:30 | Closing Circle & Dismissal 
​​The day ends with a brief closing circle. Parents wait at the door as teachers dismiss 
children individually. 

​​Special Enrichment Opportunities 

​​Chapel Time 
​​Children meet with the Pastor in the Worship Center to learn the Bible story of the month 
and participate in a chapel lesson with the Director that aligns with our yearly theme. 

​​Library Visits 
​​Once a month, a librarian visits to share stories, finger plays, and literacy activities. 

​​Note: Times may vary slightly depending on special activities or class needs, but the 
balance of learning, faith, play, and social development remains consistent each day. 
 
Preschool Classes​
Children must be at least 3 years old by September 1 of the current school year to enroll. 

​​ Monday/Wednesday/Friday: 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. | Ages 3–5 
​​ Tuesday/Thursday: 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. | Ages 3–5​

(Please note: Children in the Tuesday/Thursday class who turn 3 after September 1 
may still enroll but cannot begin attending until their 3rd birthday.) 

​​ MWF + T/TH (M–F option)-9:00-11:30 all five days 
​​ Enrichment Class​

Open to children 4 years and older. 
​​ Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 – 8:50 a.m. | Ages 4–5 
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School Year Calendar​
Our preschool year generally begins the day after Labor Day and concludes the week 
before Memorial Day. We follow the Grayslake School District calendar for holidays and 
breaks. 

​​ 
​​Field Trips 
To enrich our curriculum and broaden learning experiences, some field trips off church 
property may be scheduled throughout the year. Parents will be notified in advance and 
asked to sign a permission slip for each trip. Families are responsible for transporting their 
own children to and from field trip locations. 

​​ 
​​Tuition and Fees 

​​ Registration Fee​
A $75 non-refundable registration fee per family is due at the time of enrollment to 
secure your child’s spot. 

​​ Tuition Payments 
o​ Tuition is divided into 9 equal monthly payments (September-May). 
o​ September tuition is collected in June, with the remaining eight payments 

automatically processed on the 1st of each month, October-May. 
o​ Payments are made via bank account deduction through the Procare app. 
o​ Because tuition is averaged across the school year, no adjustments are 

made for holidays, vacations, illnesses, quarantine, or emergency closings. 
o​ All tuition payments are non-refundable. 

​​ Late Payments​
A child may not begin a new month of preschool if there is an outstanding balance, 
unless special arrangements have been made with the Preschool Director. 

​​ Scholarships​
In special circumstances, families may apply for a Precious Lambs Preschool 
Tuition Scholarship. Please speak with the Director for details. 

 
​​Automatic Withdrawal 
Precious Lambs Preschool uses the ProCare app for parent communication, student 
sign-in, and tuition payments. 

​​ Tuition Payments 
o​ Payments are automatically withdrawn from your designated account on the 

1st of each month. 
o​ If the 1st falls on a weekend or holiday, the withdrawal will occur on the 

closest business day. 
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o​ Payment schedule: 
​​ First payment: October 1st 
​​ Final payment: May 1st  

o​ Please note that September tuition is collected in June through the ProCare 
app. 

​​ Processing Fees 
o​ A $35 fee is collected at enrollment to help offset processing costs. 
o​ To help keep tuition affordable, we ask families to set up payments using an 

ACH bank account number rather than a debit or credit card. 
o​ If you choose to pay with a credit or debit card, the 3.5% processing fee will 

be added to your payment. 
 

Calendar and Extreme Weather Days 
Precious Lambs Preschool follows the Grayslake Public Schools calendar for major 
holidays and breaks. Families will receive a detailed school calendar at the time of 
enrollment. 
In the event of severe weather or other circumstances beyond our control, families will be 
notified of closures in the following ways: 

​​ Message in Procare 
​​ Email communication 
​​ Post updates on the Precious Lambs Preschool website 
​​ List the closing on www.emergencyclosings.com 

Please note: Days missed due to weather or other emergencies will not be made up. 
 
​​Check-In and Check-Out 

​​ Sign-In/Sign-Out​
Parents/guardians are required to check their child in and out each day using the 
ProCare app on the preschool iPad with their assigned code. 

​​ Health Screening​
At drop-off, parents are asked to verify whether their child has any symptoms (such 
as cough or cold) and to disclose any known or recent illnesses within the family. 

​​ Dismissal Procedures​
Children will be released to parents/guardians in the hallway, one at a time, in the 
order adults arrive. To keep dismissal smooth and safe, please avoid congregating 
near the doorway. 
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​​ Prompt Pick-Up​
Parents must arrive on time at the end of each class. A $5 late fee will be charged 
for every five minutes beyond dismissal time. Families will be asked to sign a “Late 
Pick-Up” statement acknowledging responsibility for accrued fees. 

o​ To respect teachers’ time, a maximum of 3 late pick-ups per child per year 
will be allowed. Chronic late pick-up will be addressed individually. 

o​ In case of emergency delays, please notify the Director (847-223-1788) or 
the church administrative assistant (847-223-4111) as soon as possible. 

​​ If Parents Cannot Be Reached​
If a child is not picked up on time and parents cannot be reached, staff will begin 
contacting individuals listed on the emergency contact list. If no one can be reached 
within one hour, the local police department will be called to ensure the child’s 
safety. A teacher will remain with the child until they are picked up, keeping them 
comfortable and entertained (without discussing the situation). 

​​ Early Pick-Up​
If your child needs to leave early, please notify the teacher in advance with the time 
you will be arriving. 

 
​​Health Procedures 
 
Precious Lambs Preschool does not provide health insurance coverage for students; this 
remains the responsibility of parents. All staff members are trained in First Aid, CPR, and 
child safety. 

​​ Health Forms 
o​ A completed health form, including proof of a recent physical and current 

immunizations, must be submitted before a child begins school. 
o​ Health forms are valid for two years, unless new DCFS requirements are 

introduced. 
​​ When to Keep Your Child Home​

To ensure a safe and healthy learning environment, children should stay home if 
they display any of the following symptoms: 

o​ Vomiting 
o​ Diarrhea 
o​ Fever (100.0° F or higher) 
o​ Headache 
o​ Swollen glands 
o​ Excessive or green nasal discharge 
o​ Unexplained rash 
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Children must be fever-free for 48 hours without medication before returning. In 
some cases, a doctor’s note may be required. 

​​ Illness at School​
If a child becomes ill during the school day: 

o​ Parents will be contacted immediately by phone. 
o​ The child will rest in the Director’s office, supervised by staff, until a caregiver 

arrives. 
o​ For infectious illnesses, children must remain home until cleared to return. 

​​ Absences and Reporting 
o​ Parents should notify the Director via phone or email if their child will be 

absent. 
o​ Parents/guardians must inform the preschool within 24 hours (or the next 

business day) if their child—or anyone in the household—has developed a 
reportable communicable disease (as defined by DCFS). 

o​ For life-threatening diseases or confirmed COVID-19 cases or exposures, 
notification must be made immediately. 

​​ Communicable Diseases​
Please inform the preschool if your child contracts any contagious condition, 
including but not limited to: 

o​ Mumps 
o​ Measles (regular or German) 
o​ Chickenpox 
o​ Scarlet fever 
o​ Strep throat 
o​ Influenza (not the 24-hour stomach flu) 
o​ Conjunctivitis (pink eye) 
o​ Head lice 
o​ COVID-19 

 

Handwashing 
To help prevent the spread of illness, children’s hands will be washed routinely and 
frequently with soap and water throughout the day. Teachers will assist children in washing 
their hands thoroughly before entering the classroom each morning and as needed during 
the school day. 
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Medication 
​​ General Policy​

Precious Lambs Preschool does not administer over-the-counter or prescription 
medication. 

​​ Exceptions​
Medication may be administered only in life-saving situations (such as inhalers or 
EpiPens) and requires the proper written authorization from a parent/guardian and 
the child’s physician. 

​​ First Aid​
Teachers may apply topical ointment (such as antibiotic cream) to cuts, burns, or 
wounds as needed, following standard First Aid guidelines. 

 
​​Medical Emergencies 
Children are under constant, trained supervision while at Precious Lambs Preschool. If a 
child becomes seriously ill or injured, the following procedures will be followed at the 
discretion of the Director: 

1.​ Contact Attempt – Staff will attempt to reach the parent/guardian or another adult 
listed on the child’s emergency information card. 

2.​ If No Contact Can Be Made – One of the following actions will be taken: 
o​ Call 911 
o​ Have paramedics transport the child to the nearest hospital, accompanied by 

a preschool or church staff member. 
Please note: 

​​ In a serious emergency, 911 will be called immediately before attempting to 
contact parents. 

​​ All staff are trained in First Aid and CPR. 
​​ Precious Lambs Preschool reserves the right to use standard medical practices in 

life-threatening situations. 
​​ Parents/guardians are financially responsible for all expenses incurred during 

emergency medical care. 
If your child is exempt from medical treatment due to religious or other reasons, you must 
provide: 

​​ Written instructions, signed by a certified health practitioner, detailing acceptable 
care until the health practitioner arrives. 

 
​​Emergencies 
To ensure children know how to respond calmly in an emergency, Precious Lambs 
Preschool conducts: 
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​​ Monthly fire drills 
​​ Bi-annual tornado drills 
​​ Bi-annual lockdown drills 

If an emergency evacuation occurs, families will be notified as soon as possible. 
 
​​Insurance 
Precious Lambs Preschool is fully insured with: 

​​ General Liability Insurance 
​​ Umbrella Liability Insurance 

Please note: children’s medical expenses (non-accidental) are not covered by these 
policies. Parents/guardians are responsible for any emergency medical costs. 
​​ 
​​What to Wear 
We want children to be comfortable, safe, and ready for play! Please dress your child in: 

​​ Simple, washable, easy-to-manage clothing suitable for tumbling, climbing, 
crawling, and messy activities like paint, playdough, glue, or markers. 

​​ Gym shoes or rubber-soled shoes (for safety). No sandals or open-toe shoes, 
please. 

​​ A change of shoes in winter if your child wears boots to school. Families may also 
choose to leave a pair of rubber-soled slippers at school for classroom use. 

Since one of our goals is to help children develop independence and self-help skills, we 
encourage parents to choose clothing (indoor and outerwear) that their child can easily 
manage on their own. Staff will always be available to assist and encourage as needed. 

​​ 
​​What to Bring 
Precious Lambs provides most classroom supplies.  
Families: 

​​ Pay a supply fee at the beginning of the year. 
​​ May occasionally be asked to provide items such as crayons, markers, paper 

goods, or special activity donations. 
Children should bring: 

​​ A backpack for notes, newsletters, and art creations. 
​​ A labeled change of clothes in a large reusable bag, kept in their cubby. This will be 

used if a spill or accident occurs. (The preschool cannot provide extra clothing.) 
Please label all clothing and personal items-especially outerwear, mittens, and boots. 
The preschool is not responsible for lost items. 
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​​ 
​​Toys from Home 
To avoid distractions and prevent items from getting lost, toys from home should remain at 
home. Exceptions: 

​​ Comfort items during the first days of preschool to ease the transition. 
​​ Items related to our current themes, such as books, photographs, or nature/science 

items. 
Please note: weapons and toys that promote aggressive play are not allowed. 
 
Parent Communication 
Precious Lambs Preschool seeks to maintain open, consistent, and supportive 
communication with families. We believe that a strong partnership between home and 
school greatly enhances your child’s growth, development, and overall preschool 
experience. Parents are encouraged to share any information, concerns, or questions with 
staff at any time. Likewise, staff members will communicate regularly with parents to 
ensure a strong home-to-school connection. 
Parents are asked to notify the preschool of significant events at home (e.g., the illness or 
death of a pet, a parent traveling for work, or the arrival of a guest). These changes often 
influence a child’s behavior and adjustment at school, and sharing this information allows 
staff to better support your child’s needs. 

 
Parent Helpers 
Parent Helpers play an important role in our program by providing additional support in the 
classroom. Each day, one parent may sign up to assist during preschool hours. This 
experience provides a meaningful opportunity for parents to share in their child’s preschool 
environment. 
It is natural for children to want their parent’s full attention during visits. Staff encourage 
Parent Helpers to focus primarily on their child at first, and then, as comfort grows, to 
interact with and assist all children in the classroom. 
Confidentiality is essential. Parent Helpers are reminded not to share any private or 
sensitive information regarding other children. Parents will receive a Parent Helper Job 
Description and must sign and return the form before volunteering. Opportunities to sign 
up will be available through a link provided by Signup.com. 
We understand that not all parents are able to serve as Parent Helpers. There are many 
additional ways to contribute, both inside and outside the classroom. Families are 
encouraged to review the volunteer opportunities listed on Signup.com. 
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Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Formal conferences are scheduled twice each year-once in the fall and again in the spring. 
Additional conferences may be scheduled at the request of either parents or staff. 

 
Newsletters and Communication 
To reduce paper waste, most communication will be sent electronically. Parents will 
receive: 

​​ A monthly preschool newsletter (via Procare) with updates, curriculum highlights, 
and event information. 

​​ Daily classroom notes and photos shared through the Procare app. 
​​ A printed monthly calendar in each child’s mailbox for quick reference at home. 

If a family does not have access to email, hard copies of all communications will be placed 
in the child’s mailbox. 

 
Preschool Directory 
A preschool directory is provided to enrolled families and includes each child’s name, age, 
classroom, address, phone number, parent name(s), and email address. Families who 
prefer not to be listed may request exclusion. Directory information is to be used 
exclusively for preschool purposes. 

 
Birthdays 
We recognize birthdays as special milestones for children. Parents may choose to 
volunteer as a Parent Helper on or near their child’s birthday to help celebrate. 
Due to health and safety regulations: 

​​ Birthday treats must be commercially prepared and in unopened packages. 
​​ Labels must clearly list all ingredients. 
​​ Treats containing peanuts, tree nuts, or manufactured in nut facilities are not 

permitted. 
Birthday invitations may not be distributed at school unless the entire class is invited. 
Families are asked to send invitations through the mail when inviting only selected 
classmates. 

 
Snacks 
Snack time is an important part of the preschool day, providing opportunities to practice 
healthy habits, manners, and self-help skills. Teachers sit with the children during snack 
time to model and encourage these practices. 
​ - 14 –​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parents will be assigned to provide snacks and beverages on a rotating basis. 
Assignments will be scheduled as close as possible to each child’s birthday month. A 
reminder notice will be sent one week before your scheduled week. 
Families are asked to provide: 

​​ Containers of 100% fruit juice or water, or gallon of milk. 
​​ Nutritious snacks for all students and staff.  
​​ Recommended snack options include crackers, Goldfish, raisins, granola, fresh 

fruit, fresh vegetables, and cheese sticks. Foods containing peanuts, tree nuts, or 
processed in nut facilities may not be served. 

Please indicate all dietary restrictions on your child’s medical form. Families will be notified 
of any classroom allergies so accommodations can be made. 

 
Confidentiality 
Precious Lambs Preschool staff are committed to respecting the confidentiality of each 
child and their personal records. 
All information regarding a child’s admission, progress, health, or discharge is confidential 
and will be shared only with staff members directly involved in the child’s care and 
education, unless written permission for disclosure has been provided by the 
parent/guardian. Representatives from the Department of Children and Family Services 
(DCFS) and the Lake County Health Department may review children’s records as part of 
routine licensing requirements. 
A signed Confidentiality Release Form must be on file prior to the release of any 
confidential information. This form specifies to whom information may be released and the 
duration of the release authorization. 
If information is requested by outside individuals or agencies, a signed written request from 
the individual or agency must be obtained and placed on file before any information is 
released. 
 

Guidance and Discipline Policy 
At Precious Lambs Preschool, discipline is viewed as a teaching and guidance process 
rather than as punishment. Our goal is to help children develop independence, make 
responsible choices, and learn to express their needs and feelings appropriately with both 
adults and peers. 
Clear, simple rules are consistently communicated to the children: 

​​ Be kind to yourself 
​​ Be kind to people 
​​ Be kind to things 
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​​ Listen to your teachers 
Our staff seeks to model Christ-like attitudes while setting and maintaining consistent 
expectations. When guidance is needed, staff may use the following approaches: 

​​ Offering choices: Whenever possible, children are given appropriate choices to 
encourage decision-making and foster a sense of control. 

​​ Encouraging communication: Children are guided to use words to express their 
feelings and resolve conflicts. Teachers support the development of language and 
social-emotional skills through modeling and encouragement. 

​​ Providing quiet time: If a child becomes overwhelmed or loses self-control, they 
may spend a brief time next to the teacher or in a designated calm-down area with 
tools to help them self-regulate. This is not a punishment but an opportunity for the 
child to regain control and return to the group when ready. 

​​ Ensuring safety: If a child’s behavior poses a risk to themselves or others, a 
teacher may gently restrain or remove the child from the group until it is safe to 
return. 

Parents will be notified if ongoing behavioral concerns arise. Teachers and parents will 
work together to develop strategies that support the child’s growth both at school and at 
home. 
 
Transition to a More Suitable Program 
In situations where challenging behaviors or safety concerns persist despite interventions, 
Precious Lambs Preschool may determine that a different program would better meet the 
child’s needs. The following steps will be taken: 

1.​ Initial documentation: Staff will document the behavior or safety concern and 
share the information with the parent/guardian. 

2.​ Collaboration: If concerns continue, a meeting will be scheduled with the 
parent/guardian to develop a plan of support. 

3.​ Ongoing documentation: Behaviors and interventions will be documented and 
shared with the parent/guardian. If appropriate, and with parental agreement, 
outside support services may be recommended. If the parent/guardian declines, this 
will be documented. 

4.​ Transition planning: If behaviors continue and present a safety hazard, disrupt the 
learning environment, or indicate that the program is not a suitable fit, the preschool 
will work with the family to create a transition plan. This may include referrals to 
more appropriate programs or services. 

5.​ Acknowledgment: Families will be asked to provide written acknowledgment of the 
steps taken and agreement to withdraw their child. If acknowledgment is not 
provided, documentation of the process will be maintained in the child’s file. The 
child’s withdrawal date will also be recorded. 
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6.​ Notification: DCFS will be notified of any transition plan. 

​​ 
​​Screening Procedures 
Precious Lambs Preschool partners with Pediatric Interactions (as budget allows) to 
provide free annual preschool screenings each fall. These screenings are conducted in the 
classroom setting, and results are shared directly with families. In addition, parents are 
provided with a list of appropriate and local referrals, including professionals for further 
evaluations or testing, if recommended. 
In years when budget constraints do not allow for outside specialists, screenings will be 
conducted by preschool teachers using developmentally appropriate tools. 

​​ 
​​Social Media Policy 
To protect the privacy and safety of all children and families enrolled at Precious Lambs 
Preschool, parents, guardians, caregivers, and family members are asked to refrain from 
posting or sharing any photos, videos, or recordings on social media platforms (including 
but not limited to Facebook, Instagram, and X/Twitter) that contain images of other 
Precious Lambs students or families, whether taken during preschool hours or at 
preschool-related events. 
Families may post photos or recordings of their own child, or of their child with a teacher, 
provided no other children or families are visible. Images of classrooms without children 
present may also be shared. 

​​ 
​​Inclusion Policy 
Precious Lambs Preschool is an inclusive program designed to welcome and support all 
children, including those with disabilities, special learning needs, and developmental 
differences. Environmental modifications and staffing adjustments are made as needed to 
ensure that every child can participate fully. 
If staff members observe that a child may benefit from the expertise of a specialist, parents 
will be notified, and a collaborative conversation will take place to discuss the child’s 
developmental needs. With parental consent, a professional evaluation may be 
recommended, and if additional services are advised, staff will partner with both the 
professional and the family to support the child’s growth and development. 
Precious Lambs Preschool does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, family 
background, or culture. Teachers are intentional in providing both boys and girls equal 
opportunities to engage in all activities. Staff members are committed to affirming the value 
of each child by speaking positively about every child, their background, and their family. 
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