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1.​ Sal’s story and Phoebe’s story are woven together. Using the Venn diagram below, write descriptive 
words and phrases that show how the two stories are alike and how they are different.  

2.​ Sal wants nothing to do with Margaret Cadaver for the majority of the story, then their relationship 
changes. “I went to see Margaret Cadaver, and we had a long talk, and that’s when I found out how she 
met my father. It was painful to talk with her, and I even cried in front of her, but afterward understood 
why my father liked to be with her.”(page 255) Who is Margaret Cadaver, and why is she so important 
to Sal and her father?  
 
* 
 
* 
 

3.​ Where does Sal go while Gram is still in the hospital? What happens to Gram? 
 

* 
 
* 
 

4.​ Who is Ben visiting at the hospital? What happens during this visit? Why didn’t Ben tell Phoebe or Sal 
about this person?  

 
* 
 
* 
 



* 
5. Through Phoebe’s Pandora’s Box report a theme of hope is established. “On the night after Phoebe had given 
her Pandora report, I thought about the Hope in Pandora’s Box. Maybe when everything seemed sad and 
miserable, Phoebe and I could both hope that something might start to go right.” In what ways is hope a driving 
force for the characters in the novel? How does hope keep both Phoebe and Sal going? How is hope important 
in your life or in the lives of others?  
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
6. Complete the following chart for each of the characters listed.  
 

Character: Goal/ Desire: Problem: Solution: Lesson Learned: 
 
 

Salamanca 
 

    

 
 

Phoebe 
 

    

 
7. There are many secrets and surprises revealed in the resolution of this story. How did the outcome of this 
novel differ from your predictions?  
 
* 
 
8. Complete the chart to identify the secrets and surprises revealed in the resolution of the story.  
Character: What I thought before the 

secret/ surprise… 
The surprise or secret 

was… 
What I thought after the 

surprise/ secret… 
 

 
Mrs. Winterbottom 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Margaret Cadaver & John 

Hiddle  
(Sal’s Father) 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Chanhassen Hiddle (Sal’s 

Mother) 
 
 
 

   



 


