
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women's Suffrage: The Impact It Had on Chicago, Illinois, and the United States 
 

Eloise Leverenz 
Junior Division 

Individual Exhibit 
Exhibit: 1,471 Words 

Process Paper: 489 Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Process Paper 

As a female myself, I am fascinated by our history. I wanted to find a project that represented 

that. Our rich and bountiful history is filled with victories, and also failures. While researching 

for possible options, I came across Jane Addams. I read a little bit about her and became 

immediately fascinated with her and her work in women's history. As I researched more about 

her, I eventually came across women's suffrage. I realized that I didn't know much about this 

topic so I decided to research a little more into it. Afterwards, I was shocked at the hard work, 

dedication, and especially perseverance of all the suffragists that dedicated their lives to this long 

lasting mission to give women suffrage. Their struggle consisted of protesting, debating, 

publishing, all in order to hopefully convince the government to agree with them and accept the 

offer that they have been quarreling for, for 70 years. I feel that it is my responsibility to share it 

with the world, so that their fight can not be forgotten. 

​ I began by researching the history of women's suffrage. How long it lasted. Who played a 

major role. As I researched, I found hundreds of newspapers and magazines from when this 

movement took place. These became one of my most important sources. I read about how they 

fought. I learned about how people tried to get them to stop. But still they persevered. As I 

researched this, I became fascinated with the question of had anything changed. I kept 

researching, learning about the posters they published, the speeches they made, but still the 

question nagged at me. I realized that I was ignoring maybe one of the most important parts of 

women's suffrage. What came after? Has anything actually changed? I mean sure, they had the 

right to vote, that was great, but had anything monumental happened? I found a lot of statistics, 

and even some papers from the 1900s. And yes, a lot has changed. 

I chose to do an exhibit because I wanted to display the movement as it took place, in the 

18 and 1900s. I wanted the audience to see the struggles they went through, see their fights, and 

see the outcomes. In my opinion, words aren't enough to express the story of women's suffrage. 

The decades that women spent fighting for their right to vote was filled with protests, 

debates, and diplomatic actions. The outcome of this movement was major reformations in 

Chicago, Illinois, and the United States. 

My topic is very important in history for obvious reasons. From 1848 to 1920, women 

spent their days fighting for one thing. The right to vote. It came in slow increments, local, 

school, municipal, national, and finally everything due to the ratification of the 19th amendment. 



Now women have the right to vote and a say in their lives. They are no longer confined to the 

man's world. It is theirs now. 
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