Writers, Beware

Document-in-Progress (Latest Update: October 16, 2024)

Curated by Erika Dreifus (Ed.M, M.F.A., Ph.D.)

Sadly, too often within our literary and literary-adjacent communities, expressions of concern for
the welfare of innocent Palestinians—concern that |, as well as the vast majority of Jewish and
Israeli writers of my acquaintance, share—are compromised by both distortions of the historical
record and ongoing demonization of the state of Israel, Israelis, and/or the vast majority of
Diaspora Jews who are not anti-Zionists. Too frequently, such expressions cross the line and
traffic in misinformation, disinformation, and outright antisemitic rhetoric and tropes. Elsewhere,
a pointed absence of concern for Israeli/Jewish welfare—discernible in complete erasure of
Israeli/Jewish experience—is equally problematic. All of this is upsetting and dangerous when it
happens in any environment; it's particularly painful for those of us who inhabit writing- and
publishing-focused spaces where we esteem prevailing values of both allyship and, importantly,
accuracy.

Alas, for many of us, encountering these toxic tendencies in literary communities is hardly new.
But since October 7, these patterns have been particularly pronounced. Anyone who is troubled
by their presence and amplification can choose to address them in a variety of ways.

Some may seek to attempt constructive one-to-one dialogue, privately—especially where a
friendship or productive professional relationship already exists. Some, noting not only the
organizational statements but also the masthead and other literary leadership positions that
many open-letter signatories have opted to disclose, may simply—even silently—reconsider
their own individual choices to submit work to or otherwise participate in supporting, even
indirectly, certain journals, presses, or projects. And of course, as writers, we all have the
capacity to share our own research, experiences, and perspectives in our own words: on social
media, within our own newsletters or blogs, or within work that we pitch and publish more
broadly.

Whatever your choices may be, they should be informed ones. Please consider the following
publicly-available information a resource to help you as you make them.

NB: For additional background and insights into what makes the materials shared below so
problematic, please consult another document-in-progress: “After October 7: Readings.,
Recordings, and More.” Note especially Rabbi Toby Manewith’s "Is It Antisemitism? If It Is, Now
What? Guidance for a Post-October 7th World” and the Jewish Book Council’s “Reporting
Antisemitism in the Literary World.”



https://bit.ly/49CunVe
https://bit.ly/46QdMM1
https://bit.ly/46QdMM1
https://rac.org/blog/it-antisemitism-if-it-now-what-guidance-post-october-7th-world
https://rac.org/blog/it-antisemitism-if-it-now-what-guidance-post-october-7th-world
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/reporting-antisemitism-in-the-literary-world
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/pb-daily/reporting-antisemitism-in-the-literary-world

Collective Statements

Independent Publishers Caucus “Resolution in Support of a Ceasefire in Gaza.” (Per
Publishers Weekly, ratified July 16.)

“To the Giller Foundation: Cut Ties with Genocide.” July 10.

Announcement of “Initiation of an Academic and Cultural Boycott of Columbia University
and Barnard College.” Spring 2024.

Open Letter to PEN America. March 13. (Related: a subsequent letter.)

Open Letter to SCBWI. Noted as open for signatures late February.

‘Open Letter to PEN America.” February 3.

KidLit4Ceasefire. (Received signatures until January 28.)

“An Open Letter in Support of the Scotiabank Protestors at the Giller Prize Ceremony.”
(No specific date; followed the November 13 ceremony.)

‘Publishers for Palestine: Statement of Solidarity.” November 3.

Writers Against the War on Gaza. October 26. (See also this undated list of presses,
journals, and other organizations identified as having endorsed the Palestinian
Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel [PACBI].)

: h nocide in Gaza/Artists Against Apartheid” (Overland Literary Journal).
October 21.

“‘An n Letter on the Situation in Palestine” (London Review of Books). October 18.
“‘An Open Letter from Participants in the Palestine Festival of Literature” (New York
Review of Books). October 14.

Booksellers for Palestine. n.d.

‘2023 Statement on Gaza” (Librarians and Archivists with Palestine). n.d.

“Taking Sides: To the Board of the Poetry Foundation and the Editors of Poetry”. N.d.

(Related: “Against Genocide: An Update on Boycott of the Poetry Foundation, and

Holding Cultural Institutions Responsible”)
Writers in Solidarity with Palestine. n.d.

From Individual Literary (or Literary-Adjacent)
Journals/Presses/Groups/Organizations/Agencies

Black Warrior Review. (n.d., but the linked call specifies that work will be published in
issue 51.2 [Fall/Winter 2025].)

Bookish Brews. August 9.

The Second Shelf. July 10.

Disability Visibility Project. June 30.

CRIT Awards. June 14.

The Arrow. June 3.

Brawl. Launched late May/early June. (Of relevance: note co-founders/EICs’ inclusion of
“zionism” among the -isms that “neither of [them] like”)

Fragments. May 30.

About Place. May 29.

The Miramichi Reader. May 20.



https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/6c34e2d0-eb79-439d-b5c3-142e9b9521f0_IPC-Ceasefire-Resolution---Final.pdf
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/newsbrief/index.html?record=4823
https://www.canlitresponds.ca/letter-giller
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvYNy_3KxUQu4d0fgBZQlmMXXOGleip35_7lB2WobrQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvYNy_3KxUQu4d0fgBZQlmMXXOGleip35_7lB2WobrQ/edit
https://lithub.com/naomi-klein-isabella-hammad-maaza-mengiste-and-more-have-withdrawn-from-the-pen-world-voices-festival/
https://lithub.com/protesting-writers-welcome-dialogue-with-pen-and-call-for-an-external-review/
https://airtable.com/appgMC1CTRupSRHjj/shrtFWWxMCamPvzvL
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOYSWhNE1tR74Qo5xw0OZ00wKauRsROVqYOw_icGBr2ybwBw/viewform?fbzx=5309393516632213953
https://airtable.com/appgMC1CTRupSRHjj/shrGWizPkvxJVVz2q
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4c4_lr2dMqz-C0TFzoK2dulWTUAEtWv1dGwQ5i_ZTb07_ag/viewform
https://publishersforpalestine.org/2023/11/15/statement-of-solidarity/
https://www.writersagainstthewarongaza.com/
https://www.writersagainstthewarongaza.com/pacbi
https://overland.org.au/2023/10/stop-the-genocide-in-gaza/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/blog/2023/october/an-open-letter-on-the-situation-in-palestine
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2023/10/14/an-open-letter-from-participants-in-the-palestine-festival-of-literature/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKqGjlTDZnCH4E881HMmWXuKd2csZQnE5GB3JeoPYcUyRLBQ/viewform
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/2023-statement-on-gaza/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O3oj57qClwFuOCyj7lpraWI5AYUSRupPcNuT69_wIe4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OZr588igTDnbIazmFhBHTbSPLzUBhOSgqUlWk0ra-8E/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OZr588igTDnbIazmFhBHTbSPLzUBhOSgqUlWk0ra-8E/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1UVp2E4VoBgXTOYDs6BAAWI8fiaEUqFLOHoN50LKy4oI/mobilebasic
https://bwr.submittable.com/submit/306446/call-for-submissions-issue-51-2-special-portfolio
https://x.com/amandasbrews/status/1821940233556090883
https://x.com/secondshelfbks/status/1811025403244351841
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2024/06/30/palestine-x-disability-justice-syllabus/
https://x.com/crit_awards/status/1801754068773441586
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7w9-OIxACO/
https://www.brawllit.com/about
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7ljqwbxZty/
https://www.facebook.com/blackearthinstitute/posts/pfbid035jPEi6tFCxaDaRKQ2pW2k1FngJSpGffESoMu2TLBtjDb6U2zvDaPXsLNGAWvvcfQl
https://www.instagram.com/p/C7Kk_EZPoMc/?img_index=1

The Shipman Agency. May 12
Headwater Literary Management. May 8.

South Asian Avant-Garde. May 7.
The New Inquiry. May 7.
Immigrantly Media. May 3.
Phoebe. April 29.

Left Voice. April 25.

Mason Jar Press. April 11.
Lunate. April 10.

Poetry Northwest. April 5.
Parenthesis. April 2.

Anomalous Press/Anmly. April. (Of note, among other items: the EiC’s introduction to the
poetry in that issue.)

Air/Light's “Gaza Diaries” project. Spring 2024. (Of note: “Editor’s Introduction” and
“Messages of Concern: An Introduction.”)

Writers Resist. March 27.

Alien Buddha Press. March 25.

Atmospheric Quarterly. March 19. (Of relevance: end of editors’ note.)

Sixty Inches from Center. March 22.

ONLY POEMS. March 14. (Of relevance, in order: the editor’s note appended to the
winning poem on the site; the journal’s requests for “solidarity” in the face of critique on
Facebook and Instagram; and this tweet.)

The Offing. March 11. (Of relevance: “align[ment] in practice” with PACBI.)

Southern Review of Books. March 7.

Invisible City. March 2024. (Of relevance: editors’ introduction to Issue 8.)

The Normal School. February 28.

Jovland. February 27. (Of relevance: the “underlying guidelines” referenced within their
statement.)

The Markaz Review. January 21.

Asymptote. January 12. (Of relevance: blog entries, beginning this date, tagged “Gaza
genocide”.)

The Blunt Space, Inc. January 9.

The Tiny. January 8.
Broadkill Review (guidelines for January/February 2024 submissions).

Feminist Press (guidelines posted late 2023/early 2024).
Worlds of Possibility. December 25. (Of relevance: editor’s note explaining solicitation of
the linked essay.)

Hospitalfield. December 22.

Ugly Duckling Presse. December 21.
Gutslut Press. December 17.

So fo Speak. December 15.

Electric Literature. December 14.
The Boiler. December 7.

Poetry Bulletin. December 6.



https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=f5beca03264da873feb7744e0&id=fb21265e07
https://twitter.com/LZats/status/1788343068904616148
https://x.com/SAAGanthology/status/1787944625610637677
https://twitter.com/newinquiry/status/1787908485637869736
https://twitter.com/Immigrantly_pod/status/1786456964215566596
https://twitter.com/PhoebeJournal/status/1784973787844296994/photo/2
https://www.leftvoice.org/call-for-submissions-students-staff-and-faculty-against-the-genocide-and-against-the-repression-of-pro-palestine-movement/
https://twitter.com/masonjarpress/status/1778431703188435116
https://x.com/lunatejournal/status/1777978657060917573
https://www.poetrynw.org/statement-in-support-of-pacbi/
http://www.parenthesesjournal.com/issues/issue-15/
https://anmly.org/ap38-poetry/
https://airlightmagazine.org/airlight/temp/humanitarian-crisis/
https://www.writersresist.com/2024/03/27/from-the-editor-of-amplified-voices/
https://alienbuddhapress.wordpress.com/2024/03/25/ceasefire-now-chapter-4-alien-buddha-press-poetry-series/
https://www.atmosphericquarterly.com/1-spring-editors-note
https://sixtyinchesfromcenter.org/an-open-letter-to-newberry-library-leadership-concerning-genocide-in-gaza-and-destruction-of-cultural-heritage-sites/
https://onlypoems.substack.com/p/poem-of-the-month-decolonization
https://www.facebook.com/onlypoemsmag/posts/pfbid032RmuaCLuBTwUy8FnAL8jvDiLtRWbRC8FjWqSC8qGpPAABkn2LPofVSBCdR13wyssl
https://www.instagram.com/p/C4gMPs-LdfP/?img_index=1
https://twitter.com/onlypoemsmag/status/1768686071234093201
https://twitter.com/tariqpoems/status/1767192120463425866
https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi/cultural-boycott-guidelines
https://southernreviewofbooks.com/2024/03/07/connections-between-u-s-south-and-global-south/
https://www.invisiblecitylit.com/
https://www.thenormalschool.com/blog/2024/02/28/velvet-air-of-gaza
https://www.instagram.com/p/C33J_L_ynms/
https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi/cultural-boycott-guidelines
https://twitter.com/TheMarkazReview/status/1749105649210859560
https://www.asymptotejournal.com/blog/tag/gaza-genocide/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C14t67-MWJZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C12CsO5LwQ8/
https://thebroadkillreview.submittable.com/submit/282863/jan-feb-submissions-summer-2024-july-1
https://www.feministpress.org/submissions
https://www.juliarios.com/unlearning-myths-learning-solidarity-my-journey-to-calling-for-a-ceasefire-and-palestinian-freedom-an-essay-by-laura-mandelberg/
https://www.juliarios.com/the-december-2023-issue-of-worlds-of-possibility/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1HWVDbIoky/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1IJJ9wPkZg/?img_index=1
https://capture.dropbox.com/pLCjE3cYj2wuwEF4
https://www.instagram.com/p/C04VwRUr-re/
https://electricliterature.com/palestinian-poets-on-the-role-of-art-in-fighting-genocide-gaza-palestine
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0kooWYLJvf/?img_index=2
https://poetrybulletin.substack.com/p/poetry-bulletin-december-2023

Lampblack Lit. December 1. (Note full statement.)

The Capilano Review. November 30.

The Suburban Review November 29.

Rising Phoenix Review. November 22.

Sine Theta. November 20.

Poetry Birmingham. November 21.

Agni. November 21.

Sine Theta. November 20.

Metatron Press. November 19.

Verso Books. November 18.

Meridians. November 17.

FlowerSong Press. November 17.

Querencia Press. November 16.

Winning Writers (consult editor Jendi Reiter’s “Last Word” column at the conclusion of
the November newsletter). November 15.

Nightboat Books. November 15. (Of relevance: adherence to PACBI.)
Full Stop. November 14.

Poetry London, November 13.

Comma Press, November 13.

Essay Press, November 12.

Bell Press, November 10.

Skin Deep. November 9.

Just Femme & Dandy. November 9.

A Velvet Giant. November 8.

Best of the Net (Sundress Publications). November 7.
Auqur. November 7.

Scalawag. November 6.

Daraja Press. November 3.

Tin House. November 2.

Recesses. October 31.

Ethel. a Micro Press. October 29.

Annulet: A Journal of Poetics. October 28.
Foglifter Press. October 24.

Diode Editions. October 23.

Crip News. October 23.

‘A statement of solidarity with Palestinian people that Joy Priest shared while hosting the
Fellows Reading from the 2023 Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Poetry

Fellows.” October 21.

Split This Rock. October 20.
Apogee. October 20.
Parapraxis. October 19.
the87press. October 18.
Room magazine. October 18.
Fifth Wheel Press. October 18.



https://www.instagram.com/p/C0UXYLyrUag/?img_index=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19f8LrAQOb_NWxCo-VqjnTwvjaL_GhYhNEGmMhDBJ_9E/edit
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0SFBJKso9d/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0OR2tQLMEe/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cz9O5hpODYR/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cz5JFeHLEtb/
https://twitter.com/PoetryBrum/status/1726975073838633335
https://agnionline.bu.edu/editors-note/against-silence-a-collective-statement-toward-peace/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cz5JFeHLEtb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cz2T-csOZEV
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/news/palestine-uncensored-diaries-of-censorship
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzwlHIVRyjQ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzwjJKtvLDN/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CztQ7AhOf_a/?img_index=1
https://createsend.com/t/d-046501E210D810702540EF23F30FEDED
https://www.instagram.com/p/Czr-YJALs6m/
https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi/cultural-boycott-guidelines
https://www.instagram.com/p/Czoy2LANhYl/?img_index=1
https://twitter.com/Poetry_London/status/1724140964959391959
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzlWUFkrZdD/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzjrWiLArtW/
https://twitter.com/BellPressBooks/status/1723015212658463218
https://skindeepmag.com/articles/creatives-for-palestine-liberation-call-community-artists-arts-institutions
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzbfD2ROgCD/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzZINK3Lzap/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzWKV3_O1SQ/
https://www.augurmag.com/palestine-solidarity-statement-2023/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzUYX3YvYUH/?img_index=1
https://darajapress.com/publishers-for-palestine-statement-of-solidarity
https://twitter.com/Lance_Cleland/status/1720187147230351833
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzFfA9XIhyh/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy_QsNILNN2/
https://annuletpoeticsjournal.com/Editor-s-Note-Issue-6
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyzXqQ_p5sA/
https://www.facebook.com/diodepoetry/posts/pfbid031RGiKuhZ4NYSafPJrXgC7qzSqoYRK3FWyYcFYQf55NfjmmjJefymq8ghDwpK3JgQl
https://cripnews.substack.com/p/crip-news-v104
http://bit.ly/fellowsreading2023
http://bit.ly/fellowsreading2023
http://bit.ly/fellowsreading2023
https://www.facebook.com/splitthisrock/posts/pfbid0PRwVgmzNQRHP94vz1uaPS8dxQbe9WEE2GctSbsVEH9jX71LSN3ixBa94bTqyANH3l
https://apogeejournal.org/2023/10/20/statement-of-solidarity-with-palestine-2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyl0tPjPMOO/?img_index=1
https://www.the87press.co.uk/thehythe-open/conditional-liberation-is-not-liberation
https://roommagazine.com/resources-to-educate-take-action-and-aid-palestine/
https://x.com/fifthwheelpress/status/1714758425324724364

Steamy Lit Con. October 17. (Note also this post—which would have seemed to indicate
an improvement—and this one, which, as the targeted author has explained, does not.)
Mizna. October 17.

Brooklyn Poets. October 17.

Storm Cellar. October 15.

Protean. October 15.

Lambda Literary. October 14.

Kundiman. October 13. (Note also this May 2024 information.)

Haymarket Books. October 11.

Game Over Books. October 9.

Adi. October-December.

The Amazine. n.d. (Of relevance: message on the site sidebar.)

Belladonna* Collective. n.d. (Of relevance: Homepage announces adherence to
BDS/PACBI.)

Black Warrior Review. n.d. (Of relevance: bottom of the guidelines page.)

Canthius. n.d.

manywor(l)ds. n.d. (Of relevance: “Things to note” section announces that they “don’t
tolerate...zionism.”)

Real Time and Space. n.d.
Speakeasy. n.d.

The Turning Leaf. n.d. (Of relevance: Guidelines announce that they “do not tolerate
writing that is or contributors that are...zionist, or otherwise harmful and will not consider
such submissions.”)

Jas Perry (KT literary)’'s manuscript wish list. n.d.

Beth Phelan (Gallt & Zacker)'’s official Manuscript Wish List (MSWL) page. n.d.

Larissa Melo Pienkowski (Jill Grinberg Literary Management)’s official Manuscript Wish
List (MSWL) page. n.d.

Guernica has redoubled its anti-Israelist emphasis, notably (but not only) by
re-packaging earlier content in an_e-book released November 6. Note also this March
2024 episode.

Jewish Currents. Multiple dates/overall coverage.

Literary Hub. Multiple dates/overall coverage.

Chrome Baby. (A correspondent brought this one to my attention in April 2024; you'll
note the statement regarding exclusion of Israeli writers dates from 2016.)

Hard-to-Classify

“On #AWP25, Zionism, and Israel.” October 8.

Global Inclusive Representation in Independent Bookstores.” August 19.

“is your fav author a zionist?” spreadsheet (evidently a work-in-progress; subsequently
removed after it was deemed to have violated terms of service).



https://www.instagram.com/p/CygQBXsLaCp/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyix4NkreAn/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8Cb2K-gy1u/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8Fwb0Pypa0/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CygZHXzOJ9z/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CygmhixS3_J/
https://twitter.com/stormcellar/status/1713613994127184012
https://proteanmag.com/2023/10/15/letters-from-gaza/
https://lambdaliteraryreview.org/2023/10/queer-as-in-free-palestine-palestinian-and-anti-zionist-jewish-writers-scholars-and-resources/
https://www.kundiman.org/announcements/statement-from-kundiman
https://lithub.com/over-100-kundiman-fellows-have-called-for-the-boards-resignation/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/495-free-ebooks-for-a-free-palestine
https://x.com/GameOverBooks/status/1711553816351633469
https://adimagazine.com/issues/17/
https://theamazine.com/
https://www.belladonnaseries.org/
https://bwr.ua.edu/submit/guidelines/
http://www.canthius.com/news-announcements/2023/10/17/solidarity-statement
https://manyworlds.place/submit/
https://www.realtimeandspace.org/rts-and-the-pacbi/
https://www.speakeasymag.org/submissions
https://turningleafjournal.com/submissions/
https://jas-perry.com/#mswl
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/beth-phelan/
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/larissa-melo-pienkowski/
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/mswl-post/larissa-melo-pienkowski/
https://www.guernicamag.com/?s=palestine
https://www.guernicamag.com/voices-on-palestine/
https://www.jta.org/2024/03/11/default/guernica-magazine-retracts-israeli-writers-coexistence-essay-that-co-publisher-called-an-apologia-for-zionism
https://www.jta.org/2024/03/11/default/guernica-magazine-retracts-israeli-writers-coexistence-essay-that-co-publisher-called-an-apologia-for-zionism
https://www.instagram.com/jewishcurrentsmag
https://lithub.com/tag/israel/
https://robindunn.com/chrome-submit.html
https://bit.ly/AWP5YearsOn
https://www.change.org/p/global-inclusive-representation-in-independent-bookstores
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12xyT_g0NvSGxtEtJGsJZ3aCwWoD5PaYvoSiUxoCKof0/edit#gid=0

