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30-6-1967.- Thiéu-Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky Cl‘m,g chung lién-danh L’fng—cty v&i Trung-Tuéng
Nguyén Van Thiéu: Tuéng Thiéu (ng-clr Tdng-thdng, twéng Ky Pho-tdng- théng.

(Boan Thém. 1967: Viéc Tirng Ngay. Los Alamitos, Calif.: Xuan Thu, 1989. Tr. 148)

Hién nay, gan 40 n&m sau cla s viéc néu trén, nhivng doc gia tré tudi nguoi Viét khi doc doan
van trén chac chén sé thay d6 1a mot chuyén binh thwong, rat binh thwdng. Nhwng vao ngay thang do
clia ndm 1967, mau tin ndy 1a mot qua bom nd I&n, rat I&n tai thi d6 Sai Gon cla nwéc Viet Nam Cong
Hoa (VNCH). Bai viét ndy cb gang tim hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra tai phién hop vao hai ngay 29 va
30-6-1967 cla Hoi Déng Quan Luc da dwa dén sy thanh hinh cla lién danh Thiéu-Ky trong cudc bau ct
Tbng Théng nam 1967.

B6i Canh Chinh Tri Caa VNCH Vao Thang 6-1967

Sau khi chinh phi Phan Huy Quat tir chirc va giao chinh quyén lai cho Quan Déi vao thang
6-1965, cac twéng lanh da thanh Iap 2 Uy Ban: 1) Uy Ban Lanh Pao Quéc Gia (UBLDQG) do Trung
Twéng Nguyén Van Thiéu lam Cha Tich (tec Qubc Trwéng); 2) Uy Ban Hanh Phap Trung Uong
(UBHPTU) do Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky lam Cha Tich (tec Tha Twéng). UBLDQG chiu trach nhiém
vé duong 16i, chinh sach va nhan sw ctia VNCH. UBHPTU chiu trach nhiém thi hanh dwéng 16i va chinh
sach do UBLDQG dé ra.

Hanh déng &n khép nhip nhang gitra hai Gy ban ciing nhu sy doan két ndi bo gitra cac twéng
lanh cao cap da gitp cho chinh phd Nguyén Cao Ky ton tai trong hai nam va ngay cang virng manh. Strc
manh chinh tri clia phe Phat Gido, da tirng gay nhiéu kho khan (ngay ca lat dd) cho cac chinh pha truéc,
da bj triét tiéu sau vu ndi loan that bai & Mién Trung mét nam truéc d6. Thang 9-1966, Quéc Hoi Lap
Hién dwoc bau ra dé soan thdo Hién Phap mél cho VNCH. Ngay 1-4-1967, Hién Phap méi duwoc ban
hanh. Theo Hién Phap m&i ndy, VNCH theo Téng Théng ché véi nhiém ky 4 ndm, cé6 Quéc Hoi Lap
Phap gém 2 vién, Thwong va Ha Vién. Cudc bau cr Téng Thdng va Thuong Vién sé dwoc td chirc vao
thang 9-1967.

Thanh qua chinh tri ndy phai nhan la rat dang ké trong mét quéc gia dang bi chién tranh khéc liét
va trong mét tinh hinh chinh tri bat 6n dinh kéo dai gan 3 nam trwdc d6. Uy tin cta twéng Ky 1én cao, ca
trong nwoc va dbi vai Hoa Ky. Viéc 6ng Ky tuyén b tai cudc hop bao & Da Lat vao ngay 12-5-1967 sé ra
tranh ctr chirc vu Tdng Thdng dwoc cac gidi chinh tri xem la mot diéu dwong nhién. Vao thdi diém nay
ong Ky da nam virng tinh hinh chinh trj cia VNCH mét cach gan nhw tuyét di. Truwéc hét vé mét an ninh
chinh tri, 6ng da b tri cho Chudn Twéng Nguyén Ngoc Loan, Phé Tw Lénh Khéng Quan, canh tay mat
clia 6ng, nam tat cd bd may an ninh v&i 3 chirc vu sau day: Tédng Giam Dbc Canh Sat Quéc Gia, Giam
DPbéc Nha An Ninh Quan Dél, va Cuc Trwdng Cuc Trung Uong Tinh Bao. Cac chirc vu tinh truwéng, tw
lénh cac quan doan, cac quan binh chiing va cac dai don vi phan I&n déu I1a ngudi ciia 6ng. Ong cling



tim cach 14y hau thuan cla cac chinh déng ciing nhw cac tén gido. Noi tém lai, dng gan nhu khéng c6
déi tha trong phe quan doi trong cudc bau ct» Téng Théng sap dién ra. B6 may tranh ct cla éng ciing da
bat dau hoat déng rat manh tai khdp cac dia phuwong Nguwdl dirng phé trong lién danh ctia 6ng la Luat sw
Nguyén Van Loc, mét chinh khach ngudi Mién Nam.

Trung Twéng Thiéu, véi tw cach Qudc Trudng, cling ra ng cl chirc vu Téng Théng, méc du
khoéng dwoc hau thudn manh trong Quan Ddi nhw Thiéu Tuéng Ky. Viéc ndy 1a mét nguy co cho sw
doan két clia phe quan nhan va cé thé dwa dén sw dac clr ciia moét lién danh dan sw, mot diéu ma tat ca
cac twéng lanh déu khong mudn.! Da cé nhiéu c¢b gang ca nhan cuia cac twéng lanh dé thuyét phuc hai
twéng Thiéu va Ky suy nghi lai, d&t tinh doan két ciia Quan Doi lén trén quyén loi ca nhan. Vé phia
twéng Ky thi nhitng twéng lanh Gng hod dng da ctr Thiéu Twédng Nguyén DBirc Thang dén néi chuyén truc
tiép v&i twong Thiéu dé thuyét phuc twéng Thiéu rat lui.? Tt cd déu khong dwa dén két qua nao, ca hai
twédng Thiéu va Ky déu cuwong quyét gitr virng y dinh ra (rng c& chirc vu Tdng Théng. Ngay 1-7-1967 sé
la ngay cubi cung ghi danh (rng c&. Dai Twéng Cao Van Vién, Téng Tham Mwu Trwdng Quan Luc
VNCH, d3 triéu tap mot phién hop ctia Hoi Bdng Quan Luc vao ngay 29-6-1967 dé tim cach giai quyét
tinh trang bé tac nay.

Phién Hop Hai Ngay 29 va 30 Thang 6 Nam 1967 caa HDQL

Két qua clia phién hop nay thi moi nguwd| déu biét. D6 la viéc hai twéng Thiéu va Ky dong y rat lui
lién danh riéng cla hai 6ng va déng y dirng chung mét lién danh vé&i nhau véi 6ng Thiéu (ng cr Tng
Théng va 6ng Ky ng clr Phé Téng Théng. Viéc gi da xay ra tai phién hop quan trong ndy ? Cé phai
“ban tay I6ng l& ctia CIA” lai nhing vao dé budc hai twéng Thiéu Ky phai ngdi chung lai vél nhau ? Cau
hdi nay cé thé loai bd ngay vi khong dung sy that. Cac tai liéu da gidi mat cta chinh phd Hoa Ky cho
thay lap trwdng cta chinh phi Hoa Ky |a ding trung lap trong vu nay; ho hoan toan khéng cé nhang tay
vao dé lam &p lyc. Diéu ndy da dwoc chinh Dai s& Hoa Ky & Viét Nam tai thoi diém d6 1a 6ng Ellsworth
Bunker xac nhan véi 6ng Bui Diém, cwu Pai si VNCH tai Hoa Ky®* C6 phai cac twéng lanh da thanh
cong trong viéc lam ap lwc dé hai twdng Thiéu va Ky phai ding chung lién danh ? Cé phai twéng Ky, do
ban tinh béc déng, bop chdp, va trong mét Iic thiéu suy nghi, da chap nhan hy sinh dé gitr sy doan két
trong Quan Do6i ? Chung ta tht tim hiéu xem sy that nam & dau, dwa trén cac tai liéu sau day.

Tai Liéu 1: Cong bién Mat caa CIA

Day la cong dién cta CIA ngay 3-7-1967, gidi mat ngay 6-4-1993, gém 10 trang, mang twa dé
“Agreement between Chief of State Thieu and Prime Minister Ky that Thieu, as President, will be a
figurehead and Ky, as Vice President, will retain control after the elections = Théa thuén gitta Quéc
Trwéng Thidu va Tha Tudéng Ky la Thiéu, trong chirc vu Téng Théng, sé chi la trén danh nghia va Ky,
trong chirc vu Phé Téng Théng, sé gilr nguyén quyén hanh sau béu ctv.” O céac trang 6 va 7 clia cong
dién nay cé twdng thuat lai mét phan cla phién hop cia HDQL. Nguwol viét xin tém lwoc nhw sau: “Sau
phién hop kéo dai cd ngay 29-6-1967, céc tudéng lanh trong HDQL c6 dip tiép can va thay ré con nguoi
cla twéng Thiéu la ddy tham vong cé nhan, chi quan tdm dén quyén loi ctia minh, va hoan toan khéng
dém xia gi dén sw doan két néi bé clia Quéan Boi cling nhw twong lai cia dat nudéc. Pém 29-6-1967,
Twéng Cao Vé&n Vién, Téng Tham Muu Trudng, cung vl 4 tudng Tw Lénh Quan Doan* hop ban riéng véi
nhau va di dén quyét dinh ra t6i hdu thuw cho Twéng Thiéu nhw sau: 1) Rt lui khéng tranh ctr Téng Théng
nira va 6ng sé dwoc dé cw gilk chire vu Téng Tham Muu Truéng QLVNCH trong chinh phd méi; 2) Néu
khdng, 6ng phai tir chiee Cha Tich UBLDQG ngay Igp tire, ra khoi quén dol, va ung ct voi tw cach dan
sw. Khi ho vao phong Tuong Thiéu dé dua tbi hau thw nay, thi Tudng Thiéu, duong nhw doan duoc diéu
nay, lap tuc noi ngay réng 6ng s&n sang chép nhéan va tuan theo bét ctr quyét dinh nao cia HPQL. Truéc
phén tng néy cua Tuéng Thiéu, Twong Vién va cac tuwong Tw Lénh Quén Poan hiéu I&m (hay la da bj
Twdéng Thiéu danh Itra ?) rdng Twéng Thiéu da suy nghi lai va da dong y rit lui dé nhuong cho Tudng Ky.
Vi vay ho da khéng dua ra tbi hdu thw dé cho Tuéng Thiéu. Trong phién hop vao séng hém sau, Tuéng
Thiéu lai tré co, tuyén b van git y dinh ra tranh ctr Téng Théng. Tudng Ky da chép nhan hy sinh dé béo



vé sw doan két trong Quéan Boi, dong y rit lui lién danh Ky-Léc cia 6ng va dong y ding chung lién danh
vOi Twong Thiéu. Cac twdng lanh trong HDQL déu ca ngoi sw hy sinh cua Twéong Ky.”

Co6ng dién nay khong dang tin. Th& nhat: tin tc chira dwng ngay trong phan twa dé va dwoc
trinh bay chi tiét hon & trang 2 va dau trang 3 la hoan toan sai sw that. Khong hé cé sw thda thuan gitra
hai twéng Thiéu-Ky 1a Twéng Thiéu chi lam Tdng Théng trén danh nghia ma théi, Twéng Ky méi thuc sy
ném toan quyén. Diéu ndy da dwoc khang dinh trong mét cong dién khac ctia CIA sau khi ho biét [a da
loan tin sai. B¢ la cong dién ngay 10-8-1967 va dwoc gidi mat ngay 20-9-1979, c6 doan nhu sau:
“Rumors that Thieu will be simply a “protocol” President, with power being exercised by Ky, are not true. =
Tin dén rdng éng Thiéu sé chi la Téng Théng trén danh nghia, véi Tuéng Ky ndm tron quyén hanh, la
khéng dung sw that.” Thi hai: cong dién ndy cé thé dwa trén ngudn tin cung cap cho CIA b&i mét tuéng
lanh thudc phe Twéng Ky, nén cé phan dé cao Twéng Ky va néi xau Twéng Thiéu. Thir ba: cau chuyén
Twéng Vién va 4 twéng Tw Lénh Quan Doan dinh ha ti hau thu cho Twéng Thiéu ma rét cudc lai khéng
lam, theo ngudi viét, khong ding vikng 1dm. Ly do: 1) DPau cé thé nao da ha quyét tam ma rdi khong lam,
lai con khéng hdi lai cho rd tréng den c6 phai Twéng Thiéu chap nhan rat lui @& nhwdng cho Tuéng Ky
hay khong; 2) Néu s that 1a nhw vay, 18 nao ho khéng bao cho Twéng Ky biét rd vao ngay dém do, va
néu sang hdm sau c6 chuyén tré cd cla Twéng Thiéu nhuw thé thi Twéng Ky cang bat man hon ché lam
gi c6 chuyén twéng Ky chiu hy sinh nhwdng cho Twdng Thiéu.

Tai Liéu 2: H6i Ky cia Ong Bui Diém

Ong Bui Diém, vao thdi diém nay, la Dai s VNCH tai Hoa Ky. Theo cubn héi ky ctia 6ng béng
tiéng Viét do nha Pham Quang Khai xuét ban tai Phap nam 2000, nhan dé la Gong Kim Ljch St#,_Dai s
Bui Diém rat ngac nhién trwdc sw nhwong bd clia Twéng Ky va quyét dinh tim hiéu sy that. O trang 334
trong cudn héi ky, éng viét nhw sau: “Téi gdp 6ng Ky va nhitng ngudl dng hd éng, nhung cé 16 vi mot
mé&c cam nao do, khong ai tra 167 r6 rét, nén t6i tim twong Cao Van Vién, mot ngudl ma t6i cho la khong
c6 ly do gidu g/em tOI diéu gi. Tudng Vién cho biét la dai da so tu'ang I&nh va cac anh em trong quan doi
néi chung tin rdng néu cé hai tng cw vién cia quéan dol thi so phiéu ctia céc quan nhén sé bj chia déi va
nhuw vay sé giup cho phe dan sw dé thdng. Néu truong ho'p nay xay ra thi dat nuéc sé quay tré lai nhiing
ngay té liét, den téi hoi trude. Vi vay ma moi ngwo’/ mudn ép budc hai 6ng Thiéu va Ky ngm lai v&i nhau.
Chéc hai 6ng ciing nhan ra diéu dé, nén phéi chap nhan lién danh duy nhéat. Nhung rbi ai sé la Téng
Théng, ai lam Phé ? Vi trong quén déi moi sw déu phai theo “hé théng quén giai”, 6ng Thiéu la Trung
Tudéng, 6ng Ky la Thiéu Tudng, ngoai ra 6ng Thiéu con hon éng Ky 7 tudl, nén rét cuc éng Ky danh chiu
nhwong.”

Trong cubn héi ky cia éng viét béng tiéng Anh, nhan dé 1a In The Jaws of History, do nha
Houghton Mifflin xuat ban tai New York ndm 1987 va dwoc Indiana University Press tai ban tai
Bloomington nam 1999, éng c6 dwa ra nhiéu chi tiét hon nhuw sau & trang 204: “As the press reported it,
there was little drama at General Vien’s Armed Forces Council meeting. According to the newspapers,
Thieu and Ky presented their cases, then awaited the decision -- although several papers reported that
Thieu’s emotions got the best of him and at one point he broke into tears. The actual story, recounted to
me by Cao Van Vien himself, was somewhat different. The consensus among the generals was that two
separate candidacies would split the armed forces and lead to the victory of one of the civilians. This, in
turn, would ensure an eventual reversion to the bad old days of chaos and paralysis. Because both Thieu
and Ky were adamant about running, the council realized that the only alternative was a combined
candidacy. To enforce their will, the council decided to ostracize whichever of the two generals refused to
go along. So they first made it clear that whoever did not abide by their ruling would be excluded from any
role in the military leadership. Then they pressured the two into a joint ticket. At one particularly tense
point in the proceedings, Thieu and Ky were asked to leave the room. At another, the commander of
Military Region One, General Hoang Xuan Lam, took off his stars and put them on the table. Looking from
Thieu to Ky, he told them that if they refused to get together, every last general in the meeting would do
the same. They had no choice. Once a combined ticket had been agreed to, the matter of who would lead
it was settled in a strictly military fashion, that is, according to the generals’ undeviating sense of



hierarchy. As the senior man (older and with three stars as opposed to Ky’s two), Thieu would have the
top spot. = Nhw bao chi twong thuét lai, phién hop HDQL cua Twdng Vién c6 mét it bi kich. Theo cac bao,
hai Tuéng Thiéu va Ky trinh bay xong truong hop cda minh va ché quyét dinh -- méc du c6 nhiéu béo ké
lai réng Twéng Thiéu xuc dong nhiéu va cé lic éng bat khéc. Thét ra, theo chinh Tuéng Cao Vén Vién ké
lai cho t6i, thi cdu chuyén cé hoi khac. Céac tuéng lanh déu déng y vél nhau la hai lién danh riéng ré sé
chia ré quan dol va dua dén thang cir cia mét lién danh dan sw. Piéu ndy chéc chén sé dua dét nudce tré
lai nhitng ngay den t6i hén loan va té liét. Vi ca hai Tuéng Thiéu va Ky déu dut khoat muén ra tranh ct,
héi déng nhéan thay chi cé6 mét 16i thoat la hop chung hai lién danh lai. Dé 4p dat y dinh ndy, hoi déng
quyét dinh sé khai tree twéng nao khéng chiu theo. Vi thé héi déng néi ré ngay tir dau la twéng nao khéng
tuén theo quyét dinh ctua héi déng sé bj loai ra khéi cép lanh dao cla quén déi. Sau d6 ho lam &p luc ép
hai twéng phéi vao chung mét lién danh. Cé mét lic qué céng thdng, cé hai Tudng Thiéu va Ky duoc yéu
céu roi khdi phong hop. Tai mét luc khéc, Tuéng Hoang Xuén Lam, Tw Lénh Vung |, da g& bé cac ngoi
sao twéng cda éng va dat 1én ban. Sau dé nhin thdng vao Tudng Thiéu roi Tuéng Ky, 6ng béo ho rang
néu ho khéng chiu hop tac véi nhau thi tét ca céc tuéng trong budi hop sé déu lam nhw véy hét. Ho
khéng con cé sw lwa chon nao nita ca. Sau khi da c6 sw dbng y vé lién danh réi, vén dé ai sé dimg déu
lién danh da duoc gidi quyét mét céch rét nha binh, nghia la theo hé thong quén giai. V&i tw cach tham
nién hon (I6n tudl hon va cép bac ba sao so véi 6ng Ky chi c6 hai sao), 6ng Thiéu sé dirng déu lién
danh.”

Nhirng diéu ghi lai trong hai cudn hdi ky ndy ctia Dai st Bui Diém cé phan dang tin hon rét nhiéu.
Th& nhit: tac gia khong theo phe nao ca nén trinh bay sw kién vo tw, khong khen hay ché ca ong Thiéu
l&n 6ng Ky; cac cubn hoi ky nay déu xuét ban sau nam 1975, khi ma ca hai 6ng Thiéu va Ky déu khéng
con quyén lyc gi nira ca dé tac gid phai né so cling nhu sw viéc da lang dong nhiéu véi thdi gian. Th
hai: luan diém ctia Twéng Vién (hai lién danh sé& chia ré quan doi, dan sy sé thang va dat nuéc lai den
t6i, hén loan) dwa ra nhw la sy déng thuan cla tat ca cac twéng lanh va 1a co s& cho quyét dinh cla
HDQL dé lam &p lwc voi hai twéng Thiéu va Ky la dang sw that (nhw tai liéu & Ghi chu s6 1 da néi rd).
Th& ba: HDQL that sy cé quyén khai triy ca hai twéng Thiéu Ky (nhw HDQL da tirng lam véi cac Tuéng
Nguyén Hiru C6 va Nguyén Chanh Thi va nhiéu twéng lanh khac trong qua khi). Thi tu: chuyén Twéng
Hoang Xuan Lam 16t sao dat 1én ban dé lam ap luc véi hai Twéng Thiéu Ky la cé that (nhw ta sé thay
trong tai liéu ké tiép).

Tai Liéu 3: H6i Ky caa Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky

Trong cudn hdi ky viét bang tiéng Anh, nhan dé& Buddha’s Child : My Fight To Save Vietnam, cung
viét chung véi Marvin J. Wolf, do nha St. Martin’s Press xuat ban tai New York ndm 2002, ti trang 239
dén trang 247, 6ng Ky da thuat lai ndi vu véi rat nhidu chi tiét. Nguoi viét xin lwoc dich cac doan quan
trong ma théi. Trudc phién hop cia HDQL, éng viét nhw sau: “After all these meetings, every member of
the politburo ° knew Thieu’s attitude. As the deadline for announcing the military candidate approached, |
called the politburo together. The time for trying to convince him not to run was over, | explained. “Whom
do you want, Thieu or me ?” | asked. “We want you,” said each general in turn. It was unanimous. “Very
well, | accept.” | said. “How are you going to do it ?.” they asked. “Easy.” | replied. “Thieu will need military
support if he is to have any chance at all, so we should retire him. Let him run for president as a civilian, if
he wishes.” = “Sau céc bubl hop dé, méi thanh vién trong “bd chinh tri” déu hiéu ré thai dé cua éng Thiéu.
Vi d4 cén ngay tuyén bé lién danh quén nhén, téi tAp hop bo chinh tri lai. Téi gidi thich cho ho biét Ia céi
thoi gian thuyét phuc 6ng ta dung ra tranh cir da qua rbi. Téi héi ho “Céc éng chon ai, éng Thiéu hay t6i
?” “Chung téi chon 6ng” méi tuwéng lanh déu néi nhuw thé. Vay la moi nguol déu dbng y. Téi néi “Tét qua,
vay t6i xin nhan.” Ho héi téi “Ong tinh sé lam sao day ?” Téi trd lol “Dé quéa. Ong Thiéu can cé héu thuén
clia quén doéi néu mudn théng, vay thi minh cho 6ng &y vé huu luén. Dé éng ta tng ct véi tw cach déan
sw, néu éng ta muén.”

Noi vé phién hop ctia HDQL 6ng viét nhw sau: “/ wanted the entire Directorate to officially ratify
this decision, and then | wanted the Armed Forces Congress to approve it. | convened the congress,
hundreds of colonels and generals, in an auditorium at the Chief of Staffs compound. General Loan’s



troops secured the compound. | wanted things to happen as in a movie. There would be no accidents,
and any sign of rebellion would be quashed at once. The congress waited while the Directorate met in
Cao Van Vien’s office at about 7:00 AM. | told the Directorate: “You are going to decide our fate, so to
allow you complete freedom to discuss this matter, General Thieu and | will wait outside.” We sat in
silence in the reception area, waiting. | knew what was going on in that room, and he knew it too. But a
clock was ticking in Thieu’s head. He knew that his fate had already been decided informally. If he was
going to make any kind of move, he could delay no longer. Behind closed doors the Directorate decided
formally as the politburo had already agreed. | would be their candidate for president. Thieu would be
retired, and Cao Van Vien would temporarily become Chief of State. Vien’s door opened and the generals
trooped out . Before anyone could say anything, however, Thieu leaped to his feet. “| am still in the
military. | belong to the corps, so whatever your decision, | will accept it.” he said very politely. This was a
radical change of attitude. He had always said, “I don’t need the military.” Now he saw where that road
led and humbled himself. My eyes were riveted on Thieu’s face; | felt he was about to weep. “Stop,” |
called. I did not take time to think. In one ten-thousandth of a second, faster than the blink of an eye, in
the space of a single heartbeat, words flew straight from my heart to my tongue. | heard myself speak as
from a distance. “Don’t say anything.” | said to Vien and the others. “Don’t announce your decision. | will
make the decision. | am going back to the air force, and you can name Thieu as the military’s candidate
for president.” = “T6i mudn toan thé UBLDQG chinh thirc phé chuén quyét dinh nay, va sau dé téi mubn
Pai Hoi Toan Quén chép thuén né. Toi triéu tap Pai Hoi, vél hang trém céc vi dai té va tudng lanh, tai hoi
truong ctia B6 Téng Tham Muu. Linh ctia Twéng Loan gitk an ninh cho khu vire. Téi mubn moi viéc dién
ra nhw trong mét phim xi né. Sé khéng cé viéc gi bat ngo xay ra ca, moi dau hiéu néi loan sé bi dep ngay
tire khic . Pai Hoi cho doi trong khi UBLDQG hop trong vén phong cia Tuéng Cao Van Vién vao lic 7
gior séng. Toi bdo UBLPQG réng: “Quy vi sé quyét dinh s6 phan cta ching toi, vi thé dé cho quy vi cé tw
do hoan toan dé thdo ludn, Tuéng Thiéu va téi sé cho & bén ngoai.” Ching téi ngdi trong im ldng & trong
khu vuec tiép tan, cho doi. Toi biét didu gi dang xay ra trong phong dé va éng ta cing biét diéu dé. Nhung
céi dau 6ng Thiéu dang lam viéc di¥ 1dm. Ong ta biét la s6 phan ctia éng ta da duoc dinh doat mot céch
ban chinh thire réi. Néu éng ta phai c6 mét hanh déng gi thi day la luc phai lam, khdng con tri hodn duoc
nita. Sau cénh cira dong kin, UBLDQG da quyét dinh gibng nhw b chinh tri da quyét dinh tcr trude. Toi
sé la (g ctr vién Téng Théng cda ho. Ong Thiéu sé bj cho vé huu, va Twéng Cao Van Vién sé tam thoi
dam nhén vai tro Quéc Trudng. Cira phong Tudng Vién mé ra va céc tuéng lanh ao ra. Tuy nhién, chua
ai kip mé& 1oi, 6ng Thiéu vut dirng day va ndi réat 18 phép. “Téi van la nguoi clda quan doi. Toi thube vé
quan doi, vi vay téi sé chdp nhan bét ctr quyét dinh gi cla quy vi.” Day la mét sw thay dbi thai d6 hoan
toan. Truéc day 6ng ta lubn lubn néi: “Téi khéng céan quén doi.” Bay gicr 6ng ta da thay rd thai do do sé
dwa 6ng ta di vé déu va tré nén khiém tén hon. Mat téi gén chét vao khubén mét éng Thiéu va téi c6 cadm
giac la 6ng ta sdp khéc. Toi khdng kip suy nghi niva va la Ién: “Ngung lai.” Trong mét phan mudi ngan
ctia mot gidy déng hé, nhanh hon ca mot céi nhéy mét, trong khodng thoi gian ctia mét nhip dap cia tréi
tim, cac chir bay thang tu trai tim téi ra Iudi téi. Téi nghe nhuw toi dang néi tir xa. Téi néi véi Tudng Vién
va moi nguoi: “Pirng néi gi ca. Ping théng béo quyét dinh cda quy vi. Téi sé ndi quyét dinh cua téi. Téi
sé tré vé Khéng Quén va quy vi c6 thé dé ctr 6ng Thiéu lam (ng vién ctua quén doi ra tranh ct¥ chirc vu
Téng Théng.”

V& viéc cac twéng lam ap luc, 6ng Ky viét nhw sau: “Hoang Xuan Lam, the | Corps commander,
broke the stunned silence that followed my announcement. “We all appreciate your sacrifice for the unity
of the army,” he said. ... “But why do you give just fifty percent to the army?” Lam continued, “We need
one hundred percent from you. Continue to be a team with General Thieu. If he runs by himself, | think
one of the civilian candidates will defeat him.” With a little shock | saw that Lam was crying. He reached
up and removed the stars of his ranks from his epaulets, then held them out to me. “If you do not agree to
team with Thieu and run for vice president, then | will retire, because then | will no longer want to be part
of the army.” Things were happening so fast. | took a deep breath. “Okay” | said. “If that is what you all
think, | will do it.” Without discussion the others agreed that | should support Thieu, and we all went down
to the auditorium.” = “Tuwéng Hoang Xuén Lam, Tw Lénh Quén Poan I, pha tan sw im Idng ndng né sau
khi téi théng béo quyét dinh cda téi. Ong ta néi: “Tét ¢ chung téi xin cdm on sw hy sinh ctua Thiéu Tuéng
dé bdo vé sw doan két cia quéan doi.” ... Tudéng Lam ndi tiép: “Nhung tai sao Thiéu Twéng chi cho quén



doi c6 50 phén trdm théi ? Chung t6i can Thiéu Tudéng cho 100 phén trém luén. Xin Thiéu Tudng tiép tuc
lam viéc chung vél Trung Tudng Thiéu. Néu 6ng &y tng ctr mot minh, toi nghi mét trong céc (ng cir vién
dan sw sé danh bai éng &y.” Téi c6 hoi bj “sé¢” khi nhin thdy Tuéng Lam dang khoc. Ong ay duwa tay 1én
g& céc ngdi sao cap tuong trén cau vai, cam dua ra tredc mat toi va néi rang: “Néu Thiéu Tudng khéng
dbéng y ding chung vol Trung Twong Th/eu va (ng ct¥ chirc vu Phé Téng Théng, thi téi sé ttr chire vi toi
khéng con muén & trong quén déi nira.” Moj viéc xay ra nhanh qua. Téi thé manh mot céi va noi: “O ké,
néu tat cé quy vi déu nghi nhuw vay thi téi xin lam.” Khéng théo luén gi ca, nhiing ngudl khac déu déng y
la téi phai Gng hé 6ng Thiéu, va tat ca chung téi cung nhau di xubng hél truong.”

Cubn héi ky ndy c6 rat nhiéu khuyét diém lam cho ching ta kho tin vao né hoan toan. Truwdc hét,
subt tlr dau dén cudi quyén sach, dng Ky tw d& cao minh qua nhiéu. Cach ké chuyén cla éng lai toan st
dung dao to bua I&n, khéng cé chirtng muc gi ca. Thi nhi: rat nhidu chi tiét trong quyén sach hoan toan
sai : thi du, & trang 239, khi ké tén cac twéng tw 1énh vung, 6ng dé tén twéng Nguyén Manh Thanh;
QLVNCH khéng hé ¢6 vi twéng ndo mang tén do ca, 6ng da |an 16n gitra hai twéng Nguyén Van Manh va
Nguyén Viét Thanh (lic d6 1a Twéng Nguyén Van Manh); & trang 157, dng ké lai 1a 6ng clr 6ng Lé Van
Tién gitr bd Binh Dinh Néng Thon, mét diéu khéng hé xay ra (Nha bao Nhw Phong Lé Van Tién qua cé
déng mot vai trd rat quan trong trong boé tham muwu ctia Twéng Ky, nhung 6ng Tién khong bao gi¢r tham
chinh). Th& ba: hanh déng “anh hung” nhwéng nhin ciia 6ng Ky khi thdy dng Thiéu that thé phai xudng
nwéc va sap khéc, mac du thich hop véi ca tinh bdc ddng, bop chop, thiéu suy nghi ctia 6ng, van cé vé
“kich” qua, khoé cé thé tin dwoc, vi, theo nhw 6ng da trinh bay, moi viéc da dwoc sép xép rat ky luéng,
“T6i muén moi viéc dién ra nhw trong mét phim xi né. Sé khéng cé viéc gi bat ngor xay ra ca” ; ngoai ra,
con phan &ng, thai do cla tat ca cac twéng Ianh thi sao truéc sw “tré méat” qua “bat ngd” ndy, virt bé hét
tAt ca sy Gng ho cla cac twéng dbi véi 6ng. Thi tw: sau khi 6ng Ky da chiu dirng chung lién danh véi
ong Thiéu rdi, cac twéng lanh cao cip da nghi dén viéc thanh lap mot “dy ban quén suw tbi cao” dé gitr thé
dién phan nao cho 6ng Ky (van dé “dy ban quéan suw tbi cao” ndy sé dwoc trinh bay trong moét bai viét
khac); néu éng Ky tw ddng nhuwéng cho ng Thiéu (ché khdng phai bi cac twéng lanh lam ap luc), thi cac
twéng lanh can gi phai lap ra cai “dy ban quén sw téi cao” d6 dé gitr thé dién cho dng Ky. No6i tém lai,
chung ta khé tin dwoc cach giai thich ndy cia Tuwéng Ky.

Két Luan

Viéc Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky quyét dinh, vao ngay 30-6-1967, rut lai lién danh &ng clr Tdng
Théng clta 6ng va Luat sw Nguyén Van Loc va déng y dirng phé cho Trung Twéng Nguyén Van Thiéu
trong cudc bau c Téng Thdng, 1a moét hanh déng chéng dang dwng trwdc src ép cla cac twéng lanh
VNCH Ly do hoan toan c& nhan cGa hanh déng nhwdng nhin ndy ma Thiéu Twéng Ky néu ra trong
quyen hoi ky ctia 6ng la mot diéu kho tin. Nhwng chdng ta c6 thé tin vao nhirng I&i sau day trong quyén
hdi ky cla 6ng, & cac trang 246-247: “Thus | snatched defeat from the jaws of victory, the biggest
mistake of my life. | cannot recall a day since 1975 when | did not regret it...” = “Thé la toi da gét l4y that
bai khi chién thdng da & trong tdm tay, dé la 16i I4m Ién nhit trong doi toi. Tir ndm 1975 dén nay, khéng
mét ngay nao ma téi khdng hoi tiéc vé chuyén dé6.” Chang ta cé thé tin 14 6ng da héi tiéc vé chuyén do.
Ong héi tiéc la dung vi sau cai phién hop dinh ménh nay, dng khéng bao gi& con co héi tré lai ndm chinh
quyén nira cho dén khi ra khéi nwéc vao cubi thang 4-1975.

Ghi Chu:

1. 1l Corps Commander General Khang’s Comments on the Presidential Election and on the Probable
Military Reaction to a Civilian Victory, Declassified Documents Reference System, céng dién cta CIA,
ngay 19-08-1967, gidi mat ngay 20-09-1979; cé doan nhw sau: ‘Il Corps Commander Lt. General Le
Nguyen Khang, in discussing the presidential campaign, said that the recent statements and actions
of the civilian candidates only confirmed the opinion of the ranking generals that the country is not yet
ready for full democracy and that the country will be lost if the government were to fall into the hands
of most of them = Trung Twéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh Quén Poan 3, trong khi tho luan vé



3.

4.

cuéc bau cur téng thong, da néi rang nhiing phét biéu va hanh déng gén day cia cac Ung ctv vién dan
sw da khdng dinh y kién chung cua cac twéng lanh cao cap la dét nuéc chwa sdn sang cho mét ché
do dén chid hoan toan va dat nuéc sé mat néu chinh quyén roi vao tay cda phan Ién nhiing ngudl
de.’

Bui,Diém. Gong’Kim Lich Str.__Paris : Pham Quang thi, 2000. Tr. 326, c6 doan nhwv sau: .. twéng
Théng c¢6 néi thdng vél 6ng Thiéu la éng nén rat lui dé nhuong chd cho 6ng Ky, nhung 6ng Thiéu
nhét dinh ter chéi.’

Bui Diém, sdd, tr. 328.
Vao thol diém ndy cac vi Tw Lénh Quan Doan d6 la: Trung Twéng Hoang Xuan Lam, Tw Lénh Quan

boan 1; Trung Twéng Vinh Léc, Tw Lénh Quan Poan 2; Trung Twéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh
Quan Doan 3; va Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Van Manh, Tw Lénh Quan Doan 4.

5. T “politburo” do chinh 6ng Ky tw dat ra; trong cuén héi ky ndy, & trang 239, c6 doan nhw sau: “The
leadership committee of the Directorate, which | privately referred to as the politburo, consisted of ten
generals. Aside from Thieu and myself, its members were the army chief of staff, the four corps
commanders, and the ministers for interior, communications, and Chieu Hoi.’ = Uy ban lanh dao cua
UBLBQG, ma mét cach riéng tw t6i thuong dung tir bo chinh tri dé chi né, gém cé 10 tuéng lanh. Ngoai
6ng Thiéu va téi ra, thanh vién gébm c6 Téng Tham Muu Truong, 4 tuéng Tw Lénh Quén Doan, va céc vi
téng truéng No6i Vu, Théng Tin, va Chiéu Hbi.’



