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SAMPLE COLLEGE ESSAYS

More and more schools are posting “Essays that Worked” under their admissions tabs. This is
meant to alleviate some stress when applicants ask, “What are you looking for??” Rather than
letting yourself get overwhelmed by all the samples, note that they all have something in
common: they reflect the writers who wrote them. There is no one-size-fits-all for this. As
such, don’t try to emulate something you saw. Instead, let it inspire you to write something that
1S very you:

Johns Hopkins University

Hamilton College

Connecticut College

Tufts University

NYTimes Top Essays (2018 list; 2019 list; 2020 list)

SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS & HOOKS:

Multiple Samples

FROM EH TO ENGAGING
Samples


https://apply.jhu.edu/application-process/essays-that-worked/
https://www.hamilton.edu/magazine/fall14/even-more-essays-that-worked
https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://admissions.tufts.edu/apply/advice/past-essays/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/05/12/your-money/student-college-essays-about-money.html?mcubz=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/11/your-money/college-essay-topic-money-social-class.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/your-money/college-application-essays-money.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/28/your-money/pictures-of-themselves-the-2020-college-essays-on-money.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xTY18psrj3nIYFpPdifBqYs97fU6Ddfkx5n9AXb3dWk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fuer8SUJs9Qb4cuaAaJblBPWCbYHphpK2H3VtPWJPFY/edit?usp=sharing

