
Seattle Hall Pass Episode 40 Show Notes 

​ May 8, 2024 School Board Meeting - 
There Is Not a List, Part 2: 20 Schools to Close 
 
Christie Robertson & Jane Tunks Demel discuss the Seattle School Board Meeting of 
May 8, 2024, wherein a plan to close 20 elementary schools was loosely agreed to. 

Meeting basics 
●​ Agenda - May 8, 2024 – Regular Board Meeting - Seattle Public Schools  
●​ Recording -  Seattle Schools Board Meeting May 8, 2024

Important Slides from Presentation 

 

Edited: 2024-05-24​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Page 1 of 6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2mdLnJuwiU
https://www.seattleschools.org/board-meetings/may-8-2024-regular-board-meeting/


 

Jane’s Map 
Yellow = large school rebuilds.  
Circles = small schools in poor quality buildings nearby. 
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Collective Bargaining Agreement 
●​ SEA Collective Bargaining Agreement - Seattle Public Schools, 2022-25 

Articles about Seattle’s School Closures 
●​ As Seattle weighs school closures, parents demand answers, Seattle Times, 

2024 
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https://www.seattleschools.org/departments/hr/labor-and-employee-relations/collective-bargaining-updates/#:~:text=12.,support%20students%2C%20educators%2C%20and%20schools
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/as-seattle-weighs-school-closures-parents-demand-answers/


●​ Seattle Schools OKs proposal that could close 20 elementary schools, Seattle 
Times, 2024 

●​ 20 Seattle elementary schools could be closed due to budget crisis, KUOW, 2024 
●​ Closing schools, Seattle? Don’t forget what happened last time, Seattle Times 

OpEd, 2024 
●​ Elementary school closures could be on the way for SPS families, KUOW 

Soundside, 2024 
●​ Week in Review: Seattle Public Schools, protests, and asylum seekers, KUOW, 

2024 

Articles and Reports on Other Districts’ School 
Closures 

Multiple Districts 
●​ Review - Closing Public Schools in Philadelphia: Lessons from Six Urban 

Districts, Pew Charitable Trust, 2011 
●​ Study - Doing educational equity right: School closures, Fordham Institute, 2024 
●​ Article There’s Lots at Stake for Districts & Kids When Underenrolled Schools 

Stay Open – The 74, 2023 
●​ 3 strategies districts should consider when weighing school closures | K-12 Dive, 

2023 
 

Chicago 
●​ Report - School Closings in Chicago, University of Chicago, 2018 

○​ Article - Study: After mass school closings, impacted students lagged 
academically - The Chicago Reporter, 2018 

●​ Article - Chicago promised students would do better after closing 50 schools. 
That didn’t happen., Chicago Sun-Times, 2023 

●​ Article - CPS school closures of 2013 still felt a decade later | Crain's Chicago 
Business, 2023 

●​ Study - School Closures Disproportionately Affect Disadvantaged Communities - 
Center for Poverty and Inequality Research UC Davis, 2021 
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https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/seattle-could-close-about-a-quarter-of-its-elementary-schools/
https://www.kuow.org/stories/20-seattle-elementary-schools-could-be-closed
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/thinking-of-closing-schools-seattle-please-recall-what-happened-last-time/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1067139027/soundside#:~:text=Soundside%20host%20Libby%20Denkmann%20talks%20with%20SPS,the%20way%20for%20SPS%20families.%20Listen%C2%B7%2018:20
https://www.kuow.org/stories/week-in-review-seattle-public-schools-protests-and-asylum-seekers
https://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2011/10/19/closing_public_schools_philadelphia_report.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2011/10/19/closing_public_schools_philadelphia_report.pdf
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/doing-educational-equity-right-school-closures
https://www.the74million.org/article/theres-lots-at-stake-for-districts-kids-when-underenrolled-schools-stay-open/
https://www.the74million.org/article/theres-lots-at-stake-for-districts-kids-when-underenrolled-schools-stay-open/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/3-factors-school-district-closures-consolidations/641684/
https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/school-closings-chicago-staff-and-student-experiences-and-academic-outcomes
https://www.chicagoreporter.com/study-after-mass-school-closings-impacted-students-lagged-academically/
https://www.chicagoreporter.com/study-after-mass-school-closings-impacted-students-lagged-academically/
https://graphics.suntimes.com/education/2023/chicagos-50-closed-schools/kids/
https://graphics.suntimes.com/education/2023/chicagos-50-closed-schools/kids/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-cps-crossroads/chicago-school-closures-2013-decade-later
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-cps-crossroads/chicago-school-closures-2013-decade-later
https://poverty.ucdavis.edu/post/school-closures-disproportionately-affect-disadvantaged-communities
https://poverty.ucdavis.edu/post/school-closures-disproportionately-affect-disadvantaged-communities


San Antonio 
●​ Report, San Antonio - Equity Audit of San Antonio Independent School District's 

(SAISD) Rightsizing Process, San Antonio Independent School District, 2023 

1990 Cresap Report 
●​ SPS archives  

○​ Cresap Report, 1990 
○​ Report to the Legislature, 1990 
○​ Cresap Report Response, 1991 
○​ Cresap Update, 1993 

●​ Seattle Times articles/OpEds 
○​ By Senator Phil Talmadge “Cresap Report -- Recommendations Would 

Destabilize School District | The Seattle Times” 
○​ By Paula Block - “Report Card -- William Kendrick - Superintendent, 

Seattle Public Schools”  
■​ C-  

●​ Failed bill to change SPS  Board elections based on report  

Related Bills and Laws 
●​ Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012, giving charter schools 

right of first refusal to purchase abandoned public school buildings  
○​ RCW 28A.710.230 Facilities—State funding for common school 

construction. 
●​ Law about Enrichment Levies  

○​ RCW 84.52.0531 Enrichment levies by school districts—Maximum dollar 
amount—Enrichment levy expenditure plan approval—Rules—Deposit of 
funds. 

Regionalization bill that didn’t pass SB 5956 As of February 2, 2024 

Related Seattle Hall Pass Episodes 
●​ E8 - There Is Not a List! 
●​ E11 - The Financial Policy, feat. Director Song 
●​ E14 - The Financial Policy & Exit Interview with Chandra Hampson 
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https://www.saisd.net/upload/page/1900/SAISD%20Rightsizing_Equity%20Audit_Emerging%20Findings_11-10-23_SHARED_Green%20et%20al.pdf
https://www.saisd.net/upload/page/1900/SAISD%20Rightsizing_Equity%20Audit_Emerging%20Findings_11-10-23_SHARED_Green%20et%20al.pdf
https://archivespace.seattleschools.org/repositories/2/archival_objects/4607
https://archivespace.seattleschools.org/repositories/2/accessions/6611
https://archivespace.seattleschools.org/repositories/2/accessions/3379
https://archivespace.seattleschools.org/repositories/2/archival_objects/1459
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19901207&slug=1108179
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19901207&slug=1108179
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19910906&slug=1303969
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19910906&slug=1303969
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1991-92/Htm/Bill%20Reports/House/2113.HBR.htm
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.710.230&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3JY3rzkGB8oCZNZReVlsCi6vsNi0LzWD1rRMIvUnuFyUvTmIcP6j3o16Y_aem_AdRbMQAzRenO9xLKs7fRQp4Q_Z_cWXChqgssiu_Xb8z_xt0oJdoEgdvIlFDdFWPKhBhfa1SgXf_kmex9ad3MnrbU#:~:text=335.040%20or%2028A.,negotiated%20agreement%20with%20mutual%20consideration
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.710.230&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3JY3rzkGB8oCZNZReVlsCi6vsNi0LzWD1rRMIvUnuFyUvTmIcP6j3o16Y_aem_AdRbMQAzRenO9xLKs7fRQp4Q_Z_cWXChqgssiu_Xb8z_xt0oJdoEgdvIlFDdFWPKhBhfa1SgXf_kmex9ad3MnrbU#:~:text=335.040%20or%2028A.,negotiated%20agreement%20with%20mutual%20consideration
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.52.0531&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR14ljGB7ycwm78SXV-cBA5pte2sbxGjhpOQ80YwxUeyGTsP9snUuCLoEpA_aem_AdS1fe4bCefv0NOWyUO6Gmit81X10moGcee1ApCR0jP6BdTMRh8Pled57Gmkk4B6kE9Vjzi9997Z5zunJvOm-GAz
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.52.0531&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR14ljGB7ycwm78SXV-cBA5pte2sbxGjhpOQ80YwxUeyGTsP9snUuCLoEpA_aem_AdS1fe4bCefv0NOWyUO6Gmit81X10moGcee1ApCR0jP6BdTMRh8Pled57Gmkk4B6kE9Vjzi9997Z5zunJvOm-GAz
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.52.0531&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR14ljGB7ycwm78SXV-cBA5pte2sbxGjhpOQ80YwxUeyGTsP9snUuCLoEpA_aem_AdS1fe4bCefv0NOWyUO6Gmit81X10moGcee1ApCR0jP6BdTMRh8Pled57Gmkk4B6kE9Vjzi9997Z5zunJvOm-GAz
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/Senate/5956%20SBA%20WM%2024.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lELwkmW7jlwGnEU7VlL5t3pDytJRlT9NPMPZre5tLs8pR8CL0rkIBw4g_aem_AdRhv87dtHNQc1ec750VkJnSYDEjA01GQla_HraOQ82UIguS9EtGnhtvRa5H6dLIrAF1RQW1FmEVHRXxnfhS9lbX
https://www.seattlehallpass.org/2230213/13821014
https://www.seattlehallpass.org/2230213/13958972-e11-the-financial-policy-feat-director-song
https://www.seattlehallpass.org/2230213/14061241-e14-the-financial-policy-exit-interview-with-chandra-hampson


 
Disclaimer: Seattle Hall Pass features a variety of voices. Each person’s opinions are 
their own.  
Contact us: Send corrections, suggestions, and comments to hello@seattlehallpass.org 
or speak.seattlehallpass.org.  
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mailto:hello@seattlehallpass.org
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