
Guided Conversation 128

DISCUSSION POINTS

1. What do you think is the secret of old age? What do you think is the secret of
prolonging one's life as long as possible?

2. Do you think that drinking (alcohol) is a good habit? Do you drink? Is alcoholism a
social problem in Italy?

3. Have you ever been to hospital (as a patient)? If so, describe exactly what happened.

4. With increasing frequency we are being told that a correct diet is the secret to most
of our troubles. What do you think about it? Have you ever dieted? Why? With
what results?

5. What would you do if you suddenly won the football pools or a lottery - or were
unexpectedly left a lot of money in a will?

ROLE PLAY

First dialogue: two people talking about a third person.

Person A Person B

Whatever happened to your cousin George? ...............

.............. He emigrated to Alaska.

Do you ever hear from him? ...............

.............. Oh yes, we still keep in touch.

What's he doing out there? ...............

.............. He's working with a construction company.

Oh yes, he's an architect, isn't he? ...............

.............. No, he's a civil engineer.

I don't remember whether he's married or not. ...............

.............. He's divorced and remarried
since you last saw him.

Have you ever been to Alaska to visit him? ...............

.............. Not yet, but I'm planning to go
this summer.

Second dialogue: boss and secretary making an appointment for third person.

Secretary Mr Brown

Mr Brown, Ms Jenkins is on the line. ...............
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.............. What does she want?

She'd like to make an appointment with you. ...............

.............. I wonder what she wants to see me about.

She didn't say. Would you like me to ask her? ...............

.............. No, just fix an appointment for tomorrow.

What time would be convenient? ...............

.............. Any time after three o'clock.

Right, tomorrow afternoon after three. ...............

EXERCISES

Use of gerunds after a preposition

Example:
What do you use a fork for? (prompt: for) For eating food with.
How do you extinguish a candle? (prompt: by) By blowing it out.

Prompt (if necessary)

- How do you make sure you'll wake up in the morning? by (setting - alarm)

- After getting up, you have breakfast. How do you make
fresh fruit juice? by (squeezing)

- When do you dry yourself? after

- When do you put your pyjamas on? before

- When do you get dressed? after

- When do you put your socks on? before

- How can you make your shoes shine? by (polishing)

- When do you peel an orange? before

- When would you set / lay the table? before

- How would you find out if a bottle of wine was good? by

- How would you divide a chicken into portions? by

- What are vegetarians against? against

- When would you wash the dishes? after

- And when would you rinse them? after

- How do you wash clothes? by

- And how would you get them dry? by

- When do you iron your clothes? after

- What do you use a vacuum-cleaner for? for

- What do you use a refrigerator for? for

- How do you start a car? by

- When you're driving, what do you engage bottom gear for? for

- How do you stop a car? by
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- How do you get a letter into an envelope? by

- What is glue used for? for

- How do you stick stamps on an envelope? by

- When do you stick them on? before

- What did Robin Hood believe in? in

- What is Christopher Columbus famous for? for

- What is Marco Polo famous for? for

Word order in questions

Questions in the form: about when they arrive? I wonder when ….they'll arrive.

Ask a question about finding a good wine. (where) Could you tell me...
about buying a car. (which) Would you mind telling me...
about borrowing money. (if) I wonder...
about Sweden. (if) Do you know...
about Christmas Day. (where) Have you got any idea...
about the BBC Overseas Service. Do you know...
about the election results. I wonder...
about the price of something. Would you mind telling me...
about buying a newspaper. Can you tell me...
about tomorrow. I wonder...
about the weather forecast. Have you got any idea...
about rain this evening. I wonder...
about something I'm wearing. Would you mind telling me...
about planting roses. Do you know...
about a thousand dollars. I wonder...
about museum opening times. Have you got any idea...

Underline the correct phrase in each sentence.

a) The price of petrol ...has risen / has been rising... by 15% over the past year.
b) No wonder you are overweight! You have eaten / You have been eating... chocolates all day
long!
c) I've read / I've been reading ... a really good book this morning.
d) Doesn't this room look better? ...I've put / I've been putting ...some posters up on the walls.
e) Don't disappoint me! I've counted / I've been counting on you.
f) Don't forget your pills today. Have you taken / Have you been taking ... them?
g) My scarf is dirty. Who has worn / has been wearing it?
h) I think there's something wrong with your motorbike. It's made / It's been making ...some very
funny noises.
i) Jack has asked / has been asking ... for a pay-rise three times this year.
j) I've been phoning / I've phoned ... Ann all evening, but there's no reply.
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Exercise Key
Lesson 127-128
Exercise 1. p. 31
2. works =singular verb 3. consists =singular verb, planets =plural noun 4. rotates = singular verb
5. animals =plural noun 6. needs =singular verb 7. Students, tests =plural nouns 8. wings =plural
noun 9. Swallows, creatures =plural nouns 10. Butterflies =plural noun 11. sunsets =plural noun
12. contains = singular verb, books = plural noun 13. Encyclopedias, things = plural nouns 14.
watches = singular verb 15. changes = singular verb0
Exercise 2. p. 32
GROUPAANSWERS: 2. feeds /z/ 3. hates /s/ 4. lids /z/ 5. sleep /s/ 6. robs /z/ 7. trips /s/ 8. grabs /z/
9. wishes /iz/ 10. matches /iz/ 11. guesses /iz/
GROUP BANSWERS: 12. books /s/ 13. homes Iz/ 14. occurs /z/ 15. fixes /iz/ 16. sizes /iz/ 17.
pages /iz/ 18. unlocks /s/ 19. fills /z/ 20. ashes /iz/ 21. sniffs /s/ 22. miles /z/ 23. rugs /z/
GROUP C ANSWERS: 24. arranges /iz/ 25. itches /iz/ 26. relaxes /iz/ 27. rises /iz/ 28. laugh /s/ 29.
days /z/ 30. pies /z/ 31. agrees /z/ 32. faces /iz/ 33. quizzes /iz/ 34. judges /iz/ 35. asks /s/
Exercise 3. p. 33
ANSWERS: 3. talks /si 4. blushes /iz/ 5. discovers /z/ 6. develops /s/ 7. seasons /z/ 8. flashes /iz/ 9.
halls /z/ 10. touches /iz/ 11. coughs /s/ 12. presses /iz/ 13. methods /z/ 14. mixes /iz/ 15. tries /z/ 16.
trays /z/ 17. enemies /z/ 18. guys /z/
Exercise 8. p. 34
ANSWERS: 2. gets 3. are 4. is 5. is 6. are 7. is 8. are 9. is 10. is 11. are 12. has 13. has 14. was/were
15. is 16.speak 17. are [also possible and common, but informal and substandard: is] 18. is 19. is 20.
is 21. is 22. like 23. are 24. Japanese (language) is 25. Japanese (people) have 26. are 27. works 28.
are 29. is 30. is
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Exercise 9. p. 36
ANSWERS: 1. astounds 2. are 3. is 4. are 5. agree 6. approves 7. has 8. is 9. is 10. was 11. do 12.
were 13. Is 14. has
Exercise 10. p. 37
ANSWERS: 1. is 2. are 3. are 4. is 5. are 6. is 7. is 8. has 9. has 10. is 11. is/are . . . are 12. are 13. is
14. is 15. Do 16. Does 17. were 18. was 19. is 20. is 21. Do [Note: Approximately 70% of the
earth’s surface is covered by water.]
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