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Nowadays, the South China Sea has been identified with increasing defense
spending and military modernization of the neighboring countries which are
driven by China’s assertiveness in the region. Chinas assertive behavior in the
South China Sea is an expression of its growing ambition over the region which is
part of its core interests.
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Dewasa ini, Laut Cina Selatan ditandai dengan peningkatan belanja pertahanan
dan modernisasi militer oleh negara-negara sekitar yang dipicu oleh sifat agresif
Cina di kawasan. Keagresifan Cina di Laut Cina Selatan merupakan bentuk
ambisi Cina dalam menguasai kawasan tersebut yang merupakan bagian dari
kepentingan nasionalnya.

Kata kunci: Laut Cina Selatan, keagresifan Cina, diplomasi maritim, hubungan
bilateral Jepang-Filipina, pendekatan proaktif TNR 12 pt Spasi 1.0
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Introduction (TNR 12pt spasi 1,5)

The South China Sea has been a
center of attention in international affairs
for the dynamics of its geopolitics. Its
strategic significance to the world is
exposed through the abundant amount of
resources and potentials such as fishery
stocks, minerals and hydrocarbon, and also
its position as a strategic commercial
shipping lane (Center for Strategic and
International Studies, 2016; Cronin, 2013).

Kutipan menggunakan Bodynote

Figure 1. The South China Sea Power
Struggle
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Among the narratives of Chinese
assertiveness in the South China Sea, here
are some of the allegedly assertive actions

in the South China Sea as identified based

Pratas Islands  Luzon Swa”

on the conceptualization of “assertiveness”

by Richard Q. Turcsanyi:

Table 1. Allegedly Assertve Actions of
China in South China Sea 2009-2017

Time of Category of
Occurrence Behavior

Chinese Action

1. Submission of the nine-dash line to the UN 2009 .
No policy change
2. The moze active defense of Chinese fishing | 2009 - Present
activities, including the imposition of a Policy adjustment
fishing ban
. 20112012
3. The cable-cutting incidents Assertiveness
2012
4. The Scarborough Shoal stand-off Assertiveness
Since 2013,
5. The Second Thomas Shoal stand-off Assertiveness

. 2014
. The oil rig incident Assertiveness

o

2014 - Present

-

. Landreclamation, constructions, and

P Assertiveness
militarization of the outposts

Source: Richard Q. Turcsanyi (2017)

The maritime diplomacy of Japan
towards the Philippines is formalized in
the “Strengthened Strategic Partnership”
which is also strengthened with various
agreements that support both countries’
commitment in the maritime cooperation.
Amongst the agreements are: (Jika
menggunakan daftar gunakan angka

atau huruf)

1. The 2012 Statement of
Intent on Defense
Cooperation and Exchanges
between the Department of
National Defense and the
Ministry of Defense”

Meanwhile, if seen through Christian

Le Micre’s  maritime  diplomacy
conceptualization (Figure 3), Japan’s
strategic partnership with the Philippine
leans towards cooperative maritime
diplomacy concept. Rather than using

coercion as its primary tool, cooperative
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maritime diplomacy makes use of
attraction and values as its tool (Micre,
2014, p. 8), which supports Japan’s
proactive approach. Referring to Le
Miére’s conceptualization,
Japan-Philippines maritime diplomacy is
adopting the following forms of

cooperative maritime diplomacy:

Figure 3. Japan-Philippines Cooperative

Maritime Diplomacy
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competitions, with several achievements
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