
 
Linking Words in Connected Speech with /w/ and /j/ Glides 

 
Task 1: You saw that one kind of linking involves connecting the vowel sound at the end of one word with the 
vowel sound at the beginning of the following word. Since it is difficult to pronounce two vowel sounds in a row, 
we connect them with a consonant. Look at the text below and mark all the possible vowel-vowel links in bold. 
 

I always wanted to be a businessman so one day I decided 
to start my own barbershop.  The problem was that I only 
had a little money so I called my best friend Alonso and told 
him my idea.  We arranged a meeting with the bank to get a 
loan.  Later Alonso and I had to go around to different 
stores to buy all the supplies.  Last month we opened our 
barbershop and we are very excited to say that things are 
going well! 
 

 
 
 

MOVE TO THE NEXT PAGE AND COMPLETE TASK 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Task 2: Now that you found the places with vowel-vowel linking, decide which glide can be used to connect 
them and write it in the parenthesize. Remember that when the first vowel is rounded, we use /w/. When the 
first vowel is unrounded, we use /j/. 
 

I()always wanted to be()a businessman so()one day()I 
decided to start my()own barbershop.  The problem was 
that I()only had a little money so()I called my best friend 
Alonso()and told him my()idea.  We()arranged a meeting 
with the bank to get a loan.  Later Alonso()and I had to go 
around to different stores to buy()all the supplies.  Last 
month we()opened our barbershop and we()are 
very()excited to say that things are going well! 
 

 
 


