
   

AVID Senior Seminar  
Course Syllabus 

Instructor - Mr. Lucero 
 
Course Description: 
The AVID Senior Seminar course has two objectives.  The first, prepare students for college and university 
entrance requirements.  The second, ready students for the rigors of college and university work.  This 
course will offer a challenging curriculum that exposes students to college level reading and writing 
assignments in an effort to develop students' critical reading and writing academic skills. 
 
It is important to note that good grades, a competitive GPA, and maintaining an organized binder is only part 
of the AVID commitments; AVID students must also get involved in school leadership, athletics, performing 
arts, action oriented clubs, community service, or other extra curricular activities. Getting involved in the 
school and local community will shape students into responsible participants and leaders in a democratic 
society--another goal of the AVID class. It is expected that AVID students continue down the college pathway 
and eventually enter into a four-year college or university. During the year you will... 
 

●​ develop your ability to read and comprehend challenging texts; 
●​ participate in Socratic seminars or other higher level discussions about texts; 
●​ engage in content and literacy tutorials; 
●​ write summaries and analyses of expository texts; 
●​ develop and maintain an AVID portfolio; 
●​ work collaboratively on assignments and projects; 
●​ participate in short presentations; 
●​ prepare for and take various college tests (ACT, SAT, SAT II, ELM, EPT, etc.); 
●​ and participate in technology based lessons and activities. 

 
Grade Categories and Percentages: 
All work is based on a point system. Points are divided into categories.  The categories are listed below with 
corresponding activities.  
 

Assignment Type Percentage of Total Grade 

Reading/Writing 
●​ College Application 
●​ College Readiness Project 
●​ College Budget Project 
●​ College Analysis  
●​ Critical Reading/Writing Skills 
●​ AVID Weekly Articles 
●​ Essays and Writing 
●​ College or Career Articles 
●​ Test Prep Essays 

 
 
 
 

50% 

Collaboration 
●​ Tutorial 

 
 



●​ Socratic Seminar 
●​ Inner, Outer Circle/ Fish Bowl 
●​ Think/Pair/Share 
●​ Group Work 
●​ Wolverine Time  

 
15% 

Organization 
●​ Binder check 
●​ Planner check 
●​ Backpack Checks 
●​ Grade Check  

 
 

15% 

Commitment Hours (25 Total) 
●​ 5 Hours - Community Service (20%) 
●​ 20 Hours - Extracurricular: Participation in a 

sport, club, work experience.  

 
 

10% 

Participation 
●​ Test Prep 
●​ Test Registration & Attendance 
●​ Scholarships 
●​ San Diego Foundation Account 
●​ FAFSA 
●​ Senior College Workshops 
●​ Letters of Rec. / Profiles 
●​ Csumentor.edu account & high school 

planner. 
●​ College Board account & activities. 
●​ Act.org account & activities 
●​ Californiacolleges.edu account & activities      
●​ Transcript review 
●​ GPA calculation 
●​ Video notes 
●​ Student & Parent Survey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10% 

 
Expectations: 
 
Student Responsibilities: 
●​ Attend a minimum of 5 College Workshops. 
●​ Attend 1 documented Wolverine Time a week. 
●​ Complete and follow grade check procedures every week. 
●​ Complete a Tutorial every week. 
●​ Create a professional email that includes your first name (or initial) and last name. 
●​ Create a preliminary list of ten colleges that you would consider attending. 
●​ Draft a "Brag Sheet." 
●​ Draft a business request letter for each recommendation request. 
●​ Write, revise, and prepare your Personal Insight Questions. 
●​ Draft a professional resume. 
●​ Create a “Letter of Recommendation Packet”. 
●​ Verify Early Action and Early Decision for schools of your choice. 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/personal-questions/


●​ Register and take the ACT (with writing), the SAT I and SAT II before November. 
●​ Go to California Colleges and begin filling out your college application. 
●​ Explore colleges on the web. Start at www.californiacolleges.edu or go to www.cccco.edu (California 

Community Colleges), www.calstate.edu, www.universityofcalifornia.edu, 
www.aiccumentor.org(California's independent colleges and universities) or www.cappsonline.org(private 
career colleges). 

●​ Make sure you have a Social Security number. You need to have one to apply for federal and state aid. 
You can apply for a SSN at your local post office or Social Security office. To learn more, go to 
www.ssa.gov. 

●​ Go to CSUMentor and create an account. Begin adding our A-G classes to the "Apply Online" college 
application tool. 

●​ Request and acquire two letters of recommendation. 
●​ By the middle of October, reduce your list of potential colleges to 4-7 institutions. "The list should be 

divided into three groups on the basis of selectivity: "reaches" are the colleges to which you and your 
counselor estimate you have no more than a 20-30 percent change to be admitted; "" are the schools to 
which you have a reasonable chance of admission; and "safety" are the institutions to which you are 
certain to be admitted. Remember that you are looking for a college that fits you" (AVID College 
Counseling, 34). 

●​ Apply for a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov so that you'll be able to electronically sign the online FAFSA in 
January. Your parents should get a pin too. 

●​ Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov in November and complete the Pre-Application Worksheet for the 2010-2011 
FAFSA on the Web. 

●​ Learn more about Cal Grants and other California student aid by going to www.calgrants.org and 
California Student Aid Commission (CSAC). 

●​ Browse www.studentaid.ed.gov to learn more about federal Pell Grants and other federal student aid. 
●​ Consider a federal student loan if you need to borrow money for college. For details, go to 

www.edfund.org and Federal Student Aid. 
●​ Apply to a minimum of 10 scholarships from sites such as AVIDonline , San Diego County Office of 

Education (SDCOE), and our own "Financial Aid" page. 
Plan to attend a Cash for College Workshop held each year in January and February for step-by-step, 
hands-on assistance filling out your financial aid forms. Click on www.californascashforcollege.org for dates 
and locations. 
 
Organization: 
One who is organized forgets to do things less often, turns in assignments more regularly, and ultimately 
lives with less stress. 
 

●​ Planners 
Write it down daily. Reference it later. A successful student uses his or her planner to write down 
homework assignments, daily agendas, important due dates, and school events. Use your 
month-at-a-glance for planning future events and your week-at-a-glance for planning homework and 
other important daily activities. 

 
●​ Binders 

Organization is key to success. Maintain an organized three-ring binder with labeled   dividers for all 
classes. Use your binder to organize class handouts, graded papers, and current assignments. Open 
the rings in your binder and take the time to put papers away where they belong. 

 
●​ Materials 

For this class you will need the following supplies: 
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●​ 2" three-ring binder 
●​ college rule lined paper 
●​ blue and black pens 
●​ pencils (mechanical is preferred) 
●​ two highlighters 
●​ and a box or pouch for your writing utensils 

 
Note: As your teacher I reserve the right to add to this list at any time. Items added to this list will become 
required materials for the class. 
 
Participation: 
Participation is key to success. An active participant shares his or her ideas with the class, completes 
assignments on time, participates while in groups, and contributes to the class as a whole. You should also 
participate in school activities, clubs, and sports. A student who gets involved in his or her school 
experiences greater success in academic classes, learns valuable life lessons, and typically develops great 
friendships. Strive to be a good citizen of your school, home and community. 
 
Come to class ready to learn. Students must bring their binders, lined paper, pens, pencils, highlighters, 
class issued texts and other school supplies to class everyday. These materials are essential to class 
participation and learning. 
 
Classwork: 
You will be expected to complete assignments in class. Work that is not completed in class must be 
completed at home and brought to the next class meeting. There are penalties for turning in late work, so get 
in a habit of completing assignments on time. 
 
Homework: 
Homework is an expectation of this class. You need to be responsible and complete your homework 
assignment on the night it is assigned and bring into class the next day. 
 
Late Work Policy: 
Late Work: 1 Day with a maximum score of up to 75%. 
All late work must be completed within 1 day of due date, and a 25% deduction will be applied.  However, the 
student must communicate with teacher and parent within 1 day of due date to be considered for late work.  
The procedure is outlined below.  To be considered for late work student must... 

●​    Late Work with 25% Deduction: 
○​ Copy, paste and edit the following template in an email addressed to the teacher and 

parent(s)/guardian(s). 
Hello Mom/Dad,  
Mr. Lucero has asked me to update you on my performance, and copy him on the email as well.  As of _____ (today’s date) I have a _____% in 
_____ (course name).  Currently I am missing _____ (list assignment(s)).  The reason I am missing these/this assignment(s) is because... 
 
In order to ensure I succeed, I have one day to complete this/these late assignment(s)) by _____ (date you will complete) with a 25% late penalty.  If 
the assignment is not turned in by the due date, I will still complete the assignment for the educational experience, but I will not receive credit.     
 
This email is an attempt to help me become more accountable and responsible for my academics.  In order for Mr. Lucero to accept my late work, he 
has asked that you respond to this email indicating you have received it, and are aware of my current performance.       
 
Thank you,  
(Your Name) 

○​ Late work will be considered once parent/guardian responds to teacher confirming they 
received the late work email and are aware of the situation.    

 
●​ To request prior approval for a 1 day extension and 100% on late work.  You get as many days you 

were excused to make up your work. 



○​ Copy, paste and edit the following template in an email addressed to the teacher and 
parent(s)/guardian(s) before the assigned due date. 

 
Hello Mom/Dad and Mr. Lucero 
Today is _____ (Date) I am writing this email to inform you that I will not be able to turn in _____ (assignment name) on _____ (Due Date) because....  
In order to ensure I succeed, I am seeking approval for a one day extension to complete this/these late assignment(s)) by _____ (date you will 
complete) without late penalty.  If the assignment is not turned in by the due date, I will still complete the assignment for the educational experience, 
but I will not receive credit.     
 
This email is an attempt to help me become more accountable and responsible for my academics.  In order for Mr. Lucero to accept my late work, he 
has asked that you respond to this email indicating you have received it, and are aware of my current performance.       
 
Thank you,  
(Your Name) 

○​ Late work will be considered once parent/guardian responds to teacher confirming they 
received the late work email and are aware of the situation.    

●​ Common Assessments must be turned in on assigned due date unless an excused absence occurs.  
If not, a 10% deduction will be assessed per day up to 5 days.   

 
Email this to jlucero@powayusd.com 
Exclusions: 

●​ Binder Check (Only in the case of an excused absence, due prior to the next binder check) 
●​ Grade Check (Late is never accepted)  
●​ Wolverine Time (Late is never accepted)  
●​ Tutorial (Only in the case of an excused absence, due prior to the next tutorial)  

 
Tests and Assessments: 
I will frequently assess your progress in the class.  Expect reading quizzes, reading comprehension tests, 
vocabulary/ word tests, comprehensive exams, formal and informal presentations, and various other 
assessments. 
 
Policies and Procedures: 
Following rules in school is like living a lawful life in society. We follow laws in society in order to maintain an 
orderly world, one that is safe and secure. We may not always agree with the rules or laws, but we must do 
our best to uphold them whenever possible. The same is true for our class. There are rules for this class that 
we all must follow. You do not have to agree with the rules, but you must adhere to them. In this class we 
follow all school rules: you may not listen to personal music devices, use your cell phones (unless there is an 
emergency), eat food, or drink liquids other than water in class. Chewing gum is also not allowed. The dress 
code will be enforced; those violating the dress code will be sent to the office where you will receive clothing 
more appropriate for school. 

●​ Be kind to others and support each other. 
●​ Respect others and their property. 
●​ Treat school materials, equipment, and furnishings with care. 
●​ Return borrowed materials and clean up after yourself. 
●​ Speak with good purpose. 
●​ Come to class prepared and ready to learn everyday. 

 
Consequences for Misbehavior: 

1.     A warning is given. 
2.     Parents/ guardians are contacted and citizenship grade becomes an "S". 
3.     A detention is given. 
4.     If a student continues to violate the classroom rules, administrative action will be taken. 
5.     Citizenship grade becomes a "U" for the quarter. 
6.     Student may be removed from the classroom, resulting in the loss of credit. 

 
Attendance and Tardies: 

mailto:jlucero@powayusd.com


Be punctual! Be on time! Remember, everyone contributes to the classroom environment, so your presence 
is important. Besides, coming late to class might cause unnecessary disruptions, so make it your goal to 
arrive on time. Learn more about our attendance policy in the Student Handbook. 
 
Bathroom/ Hall Passes: 
Bathroom use is on an “as needed basis”.  If bathroom use is abused, students will be limited to a certain 
number of passes per quarter.  Bathroom requests during the first ten minutes of class will not be honored. 
 
Note on Professionalism: 
Take pride in what you do! The work you produce is a direct reflection of who you are. All work must be 
complete, legible, maintained, and organized. Assignments that have been folded, crumpled, or destroyed in 
some other way will not receive credit. 
 
Note on Plagiarism/ Cheating: 
Plagiarism is illegal and immoral. If you copy some one's work or ideas and give the impression they are your 
own, or neglect to give proper credit to the true author, you will receive a zero for that assignment and 
possibly a failing grade for the entire quarter and/or term. The same applies if you are the one being copied 
from. In addition, the office will be alerted of this offense. 
 
Contact Info: 
●​ Email (this is best): jlucero@powayusd.com 
●​ Phone (voicemail only):  780-2000 ext 3245 
●​ Website: www.mrlucero.com 
 
AVID Syllabus Parent/Guardian Verification: 
Please have your parents read and digitally sign this document signifying they understand and agree to the 
expectations of this course. 
 
*By typing my name below, I understand that I signed and agree with the items above and that this 
form of electronic signature has the same validity as a manual signature. 
 

Signatures Type/Sign Signatures/Email Here 

Parent/Guardian Signature  

Student Signature  

Who will be receiving the Grade Check emails?  

Parent/Guardian Email  

 
 

http://www.mrlucero.com

