
Key revision sheet for using tenses in Spanish (‘I’ form only) 

Name of tense � Imperfect  Perfect Preterite 
Present 

Tense 

Present 

Continuous 

Immediate 

Future 
True Future Conditional 

What it does � 
What you used to do 

(repeatedly) OR 

to describe what 

something was like 

What you have done 
What you did 

(as a one-off) 
What you normally do 

What you’re doing 

right now 

What you’re going to 

do 
What you will do What you would do 

e.g. in English � I used to buy I have bought I bought I buy I am buying I am going to buy I will buy I would buy 

Regular 

Verbs 

AR 

Take off ‘ar’ 

ending and add: 

aba 

 
comprar � 
compraba 

Start with ‘he’ 

then take off the 

‘ar’ and add: ado 

 

comprar �  

he comprado 

Take off ‘ar’ 

ending and add: é 

 

comprar � compré 

Take off 

‘ar/er/ir’ ending 

and add: ‘o’ 

 

comer �  

como 

Use ‘estoy’ first 

and then remove 

the ‘ar’ and add: 

ando 

 

comprar �  

estoy comprando Voy a + infinitive 

 

comer � ​

voy a comer 

Keep the 

infinitive as it is 

(don’t remove the 

ending) and add: é 

 

comer �  

comeré 

Keep the 

infinitive as it is 

(don’t remove the 

ending) and add: 

ía 

 

comer �  

comería 
ER/IR 

Take off ‘er/ir’ 

ending and add: ía 

 

comer �  

comía 

Start with ‘he’ 

then take off the 

‘er/ir’ and add: 

ido  

 

comer �  

he comido 

Take off the 

‘er/ir’ ending and 

add: í 

 

comer �  

comí 

Use ‘estoy’ first 

and then remove 

the ‘er/ir’ and 

add: iendo 

 

comer �  

estoy comiendo 

Irregular 

Verbs 

(key ones 

to know!) 

Ser 

to be 

era 

(I used to be) 

he sido 

(I have been) 

fui 

(I was) 

soy 

(I am) 

estoy siendo 

(I am being) 

voy a ser  

(I’m going to be) 

seré  

(I will be) 

sería  

(I would be) 

Tener  

to have 

tenía 

(I used to have) 

he tenido 

(I have had) 

tuve 

(I had) 

tengo 

(I have) 

estoy teniendo 

(I am having) 

voy a tener  

(I’m going to have) 

tendré  

(I will have) 

tendría  

(I would have) 

Ir  

to go 

iba 

(I used to go) 

he ido 

(I have gone) 

fui 

(I went) 

voy 

(I go) 

estoy yendo 

(I am going) 

voy a ir  

(I’m going to go) 

iré  

(I will go) 

iría  

(I would go) 

Hacer  

to do 

hacía 

(I used to do) 

he hecho 

(I have done) 

hice 

(I did) 

hago 

(I do) 

estoy haciendo 

(I am doing) 

voy a hacer  

(I’m going to do) 

haré  

(I will do) 

haría  

(I would do) 

Gustar 

to like 

me gustaba 

(I used to like) 

me he gustado 

(I have liked) 

me gustó 

(I liked) 

me gusta 

(I like) 
n/a 

me voy a gustar  

(I’m going to like) 

me gustaré 

(I will like) 

me gustaría 

(I would like) 

 


