
BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING… I want you to take this quiz to get a Reality Check on how 

much life costs and what you really need to make to live. If you are unsure of what you want to 

do take this Interest Finder to explore where your career interests match skills you could learn 

to get a job. You can also use MyNextMove to look for careers that match your interests! 
 
1) Start building your college list! We want to at least have 5 schools listed so that you 
have your choices! Some of them may even be on the list for Free College Application 
Week which is through CFNC. To do this, you can use Niche List for Colleges & Community 

Colleges within North Carolina & the College Builder Quiz to identify some 

universities/community colleges that you could be interested in. Notate the location, average 

GPA, and Student Life to determine whether a school is a likely, match, or reach. 
Use this Google Sheet for your list to make a copy that you can personalize and add to 
your Drive. 
Here is a list of all the NC College Application Deadlines for Fall 2025 
 
*You can use the Common Data Set to help narrow down your list, understand the factors 
that schools actually take into account, and see the standardized test and GPA averages* 
 
You may want to look into NC College Connect Schools. 

NC College Connect is a program that offers qualified students with a weighted GPA of 2.8 and 

above the opportunity for a simplified application process at select UNC System universities and 

their local North Carolina community college. Participating institutions include: 

●​ Elizabeth City State University 

●​ Fayetteville State University 

●​ University of North Carolina Asheville 

●​ University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

●​ University of North Carolina at Pembroke 

●​ Winston-Salem State University 

2) Create a CFNC account (USE YOUR PERSONAL EMAIL) 
*If it says you already have an account, let Mr. Schwanke know and he will find your 
account* 
Step By Step Guide On How To Create A CFNC Account 
 

https://nccareers.org/find-career/reality-check
https://nccareers.org/find-career/interest-finder
https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/for-students/
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/for-students/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/value/s/north-carolina/?type=private&type=public&type=communityCollege&type=tradeSchool&type=other
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/value/s/north-carolina/?type=private&type=public&type=communityCollege&type=tradeSchool&type=other
https://www.niche.com/colleges/college-quiz/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aaxyQs9Mr5dekk-0ZZuovzUVrMxK78BLMvxqNa2ADGs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cfnc.org/media/fadgkugj/nc-college-admissions-deadlines-and-visit-information-for-fall-2025-10-23-24.pdf
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/common-data-set
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/common-data-set
https://www.cfnc.org/nc-college-connect/
https://tinyurl.com/CFNC-Account
https://scribehow.com/shared/How_to_Create_an_Account_on_CFNCorg__SpNiU6bCRw-aDiqKYTc8kw


3) Create a Common App Account! The Common App is a central, online application for 

students to apply to over 1000+ colleges and universities around the world! It is where you’ll find 

the Common App Essay prompts, add your recommenders (send them your brag sheet as well), 

and research which colleges you want to apply to. You can find a guide on how to use Common 

App here!  

 

4) Complete the RDS (Residency Determination Service) - (sign in using your CFNC 
account) The RDS determines if you qualify for in-state or out-of-state tuition for NC schools 

and is open continuously! (RDS is confidential so any information you put into it will not be 

shared with immigration authorities) It is used in order to help you pay for school as an 

IN-STATE RESIDENT as out-of-state tuition is 3 TIMES MORE THAN IN STATE.  
 

Fill out these online sheets to prepare - ENGLISH RDS FORM - SPANISH RDS FORM 
*IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PAPER COPY, COME SEE MR. SCHWANKE IN THE RESOURCE 
HALL (BETWEEN THE MAIN OFFICE AND THE MEDIA CENTER)* 
 
Here is a step-by-step video on how to complete the RDS

 KHS Class of 2023: RDS Tutorial

 
5) Create an FSA ID (FAFSA Account) and have your parent(s) create one too! (If your 

parent(s) DO NOT have a Social Security Number (SSN), that is okay! They can still create an 

account!) Here is a free, online, downloadable guide in multiple languages explaining 
FAFSA! The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is to apply for Federal Student 

AID and opens on October 1st. BE SURE TO CREATE A FSA ID AND HAVE YOUR 
PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) CREATE ONE.  
 
6) Fill out the CSS Profile (only if necessary) 

If you are looking to apply to UNC Chapel Hill, Duke, Elon, Wake Forest, or Davidson in 

North Carolina, you are REQUIRED to submit the CSS Profile in your first-year application. The 

CSS Profile is a non federal financial aid application that can help students unlock financial aid 

from private sources. It opens on October 1st. You and 1 parent need an account to fill it out 

along with paying an initial fee of $25 and $16 for any additional school you want to add. 

Get started here with the CSS Profile 
 

https://youtu.be/YN0pHdx797Y?si=jq_4GxnOiVLK1ms-
https://apply.commonapp.org/createaccount?m=78
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bfqx64acFZTOJWCWrGkpzDlZOwb86HN9AfIYy0Dicwg/copy?usp=sharing
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.ncresidency.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_OIXhJepj1lwHBnnkhQeixImzPwMHeKC/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=108666003712091638251&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Le8DMnucR95ZoQUpJbMy9h3e8j_C2PRM/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=108666003712091638251&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://understandingfafsa.org/guides/
https://understandingfafsa.org/guides/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/getting-started


7) Look into Scholarships! You can also start your scholarship search now. Look into the 
CFNC Scholarships.  Scholarship applications also depend on the university! Check out the 

Jordan Student Services website on the scholarship page. If your household income is below 

$80,000 a year then you may qualify for the NC NEXT Scholarship. It pays for more than half, if 

not all, of tuition and fees at any of the 16 public universities in the state! You can also look at 

more scholarships on my Scholarship Slide and bookmark ones you want to apply to!  

 

8) Check out released essays to get a preview of what colleges may be looking for! Use 

this as a base and if you need me to look over your essays, please share them with me! Work 

with your English IV teacher to go over your essay (if you had English IV last year or have it 

next semester, reach out to that teacher now) I would create a base essay based on the 

Common App prompts so you can send that to multiple colleges! 14 released college essays: 
https://www.shemmassianconsulting.com/blog/college-essay-examples 

Common App Essay Prompts: https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts  

 

Websites used: 
CFNC - Used for in state colleges & community colleges 

Common App - Used for colleges all over NC and beyond 

RDS - Used for residency status for in-state colleges & community colleges​

Xello - Access Xello thru the RapidIdentity NCEdCloud to help further build your college list with 

their college search tool 

FAFSA - Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Jordan High School Scholarship Page 

 

Hope this helps, and let me know if you have any questions! To schedule another 
appointment and view more college info, click here: https://linktr.ee/jhs_dukecac  

https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search/
https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/jordan-student-services/college-and-career/scholarships?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/jordan-student-services/college-and-career/scholarships?authuser=0
https://nextncscholarship.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzB9YWJHN30gwx27Uho2-dQM6nn8xKPFQrzM_zmyYRw/edit#slide=id.g2a08b787c8b_0_538
https://www.shemmassianconsulting.com/blog/college-essay-examples
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts
https://www.cfnc.org/
https://apply.commonapp.org/createaccount?m=78
https://www.ncresidency.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yH8BlmjEDxs6c2qZfg5qt99qwvwn7xtbq56vRJAQqJE/edit?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://sites.google.com/dpsnc.net/jordan-student-services/college-and-career/scholarships?authuser=0
https://linktr.ee/jhs_dukecac

