
Le Passé Composé 
(The Compound Past) 

The passé composé is used to describe past events. It is a compound tense in the sense 
that the verb is composed of two words instead of one:  an auxiliary verb and a past 
participle.  Most verbs take avoir as the auxiliary.  The relatively small number that take 
être will be covered later. 
 
To form the passé compose, you use the present tense of the auxiliary (avoir) and then 
add the past participle. Take a look at the verb travailler conjugated in the passé 
composé: 
 

j’ai travaillé​ ​ ​          nous avons travaillé 
tu as travaillé​​ ​          vous avez travaillé 
il/elle/on a travaillé​ ​          ils/elles ont travaillé 

​ ​  
Formation of the past participle: 
 

●​ For all regular -er verbs, the past participle is formed by replacing the -er of the 
infinitive with -é. 

​ ​ jouer​ ​ ​ ​ ​ joué 
​ ​ parler​ ​ ​ ​ ​ parlé 
​ ​ téléphoner​ ​ ​ ​ téléphoné 
 

●​ For all regular -re verbs, the past participle is formed by replacing the -re with -u. 
​ ​ attendre​ ​ ​ ​ attendu 
​ ​ perdre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ perdu 
​ ​ vendre​​ ​ ​ ​ vendu 
 

●​ For regular -ir verbs, the past participle is formed by replacing the -ir with -i. 
​ ​ choisir​​ ​ ​ ​ choisi 
​ ​ grossir​​ ​ ​ ​ grossi 
​ ​ obéir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ obéi 
 
The passé composé has several English equivalents: 
​ ​ il a dansé​ ​ he danced, he has danced, he did dance 
 
To make a sentence in the passé composé negative, the ne/pas goes around the auxiliary: 
​ ​ Nous n’avons pas perdu le match.​ We did not lose the game. 
 
Remember the formula: 

Subjet  + Negation  +  Reflexive Pronoun  +  Direct/Indirect 
Oject, Y or EN + Auxiliary  +  Pas  +  Past Participle 

 



PTI! (phrase très important!)  
Qu’est que s’est passé?  =  What happened? 

Les Participes Passés Irreguliers 
Irregular Past Participles 

Just as there are irregular verbs, there are irregular past tenses.  As usual, you have to 
memorize them!​  
​  

infinitive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ past participle 
​ apprendre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ appris 

​ ​ avoir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ eu 
​ ​ boire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ bu 
​ ​ comprendre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ compris 
​ ​ conduire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ conduit 
​ ​ connaître​ ​ ​ ​ ​ connu 
​ ​ courir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ couru 
​ ​ croire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ cru 
​ ​ découvrir (to discover)​ ​ ​ découvert 
​ ​ devoir ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ dû 
​ ​ dire ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ dit 
​ ​ dormir​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ dormi 
​ ​ écrire ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ écrit 
​ ​ être​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ été 
​ ​ faire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ fait 
​ ​ lire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ lu 
​ ​ mettre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ mis 
​ ​ offrir (to give/to offer)​​ ​ ​ offert 
​ ​ ouvrir ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ouvert 
​ ​ pleuvoir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ plu 
​ ​ pouvoir ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ pu 
​ ​ prendre ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ pris 
​ ​ recevoir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ reçu 
​ ​ reprendre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ repris 
​ ​ rire​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ri 
​ ​ savoir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ su 
​ ​ suivre​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ suivi 
​ ​ tenir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ tenu 
​ ​ voir​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ vu 
​ ​ vouloir​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ voulu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expressions du Temps 
​ Here are some more “timely” expressions often used with passé composé. 
 
​ ​ dernier/dernière(adj)​ ​ ​ last 
​ ​ lundi dernier​ ​ ​ ​ last Monday 
​ ​ la semaine dernière​       ​ ​ last week 
​ ​ l’année dernière​ ​ ​ last year 
​ ​ hier​ ​ ​ ​ ​ yesterday 
​ ​ hier soir​ ​ ​ ​ last night 
​ ​ puis, ensuite​ ​ ​ ​ then, next 
​ ​ quelquefois​ ​ ​ ​ sometimes 
​ ​ une fois​ ​ ​ ​ once    
​ ​ il y a + expression of time​ ​ ago                    

Ex:  J’ai acheté une voiture il y a deux ans.                  
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