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English version:

An Open Letter to Leading Progressive Voices: A Humanitarian Call to Acknowledge the
Suffering of Israeli Hostages

Dear [Name or To Whom It May Concern],

| write to you on behalf of The Pro-Human Campaign—a coalition of civil society groups and
individuals from Israel and around the world working to counter dehumanization of both
Palestinians and Israelis. As a leading voice within progressive circles, you have a powerful role
to play in shaping a more humane response to this ongoing tragedy.

I urge you to use your platform to amplify the severe plight of the Israeli hostages, who are
suffering from starvation, physical abuse, and psychological torment while held by Hamas and
other extremist factions in Gaza.

Acknowledging the suffering of Israeli hostages does not absolve Israel of its grave
responsibility for the horrors in Gaza—horrors that many experts believe have crossed the
threshold into genocide. As the occupying power and the stronger side in the conflict, Israel
bears enormous responsibility. Nor does this acknowledgment distract from the devastating
suffering of Palestinians in Gaza. Empathy is not a zero-sum game. To recognize human
suffering—wherever it occurs—is simply the right thing to do.

Of course, it is essential to view this war through the lens of oppression and power imbalance.
But that must not lead us to downplay or ignore atrocities committed against civilians, even if
they are associated with the more powerful side.

Moreover, recognizing the hostages’ suffering can help broaden the coalition against Israel’s
crimes in Gaza—crimes that must be stopped urgently. Many people, both Jews and non-dews,
including those with strong humanist values, struggle to join voices that show no empathy for
Israeli victims. A truly principled and universal humanism can open the door to more allies and
greater impact.


https://www.pro-human-camp.org/en/

It is important to raise awareness of the hostages’ suffering from a humanist perspective—so as
not to leave the stage only to “pro-Israel” actors who cynically exploit that suffering to justify
Israeli crimes against Palestinians.

There is also a deeper strategic reason for this appeal: Hamas gets bolder when it
perceives progressive voices in the West as tolerant of its crimes. This is why it is so important
for progressive leaders committed to justice and human rights to speak clearly about Hamas’s
crimes—not only those of Israel. These include the atrocities of October 7, the cruel detention of
hostages, and the repression of ordinary Gazans.

A bit more background about the Pro-Human Campaign: our initiative works to counter the
dehumanization of both Palestinians and Israelis. For example, we recently organized an open
letter—signed by over 3,000 Israelis—condemning the starvation in Gaza and urging the
international community to apply effective pressure on the Israeli government to abandon
policies that are driving hunger. We emphasized that it is not only Hamas but also Israeli policy
that plays a central role in the catastrophic conditions in Gaza, including severe food shortages
and even full-fledged famine. We have also initiated other open letters signed by prominent
figures such as philosopher Slavoj Zizek, sociologist Michéle Lamont, and economist Yanis
Varoufakis.

We would welcome the opportunity to be in touch and continue this important conversation.
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