
RED THREAD: Loose Threads - Prince Andrew, Peter 
Mandelson & Epstein 
Show Notes - Prince Andrew Arrest (Edited: February 24, 2026) 

•​ Arrest Date: February 19, 2026 (his 66th birthday) 
•​ Arrest Time: 8:00 AM at Wood Farm, Sandringham Estate, Norfolk 
•​ Custody Duration: Nearly 11 hours at Aylsham Police Station 
•​ Current Status: Released under investigation (neither charged nor exonerated) 
•​ Charge: Suspicion of Misconduct in Public Office (carries maximum life 

imprisonment) 
•​ Stripped of: Royal title (October 2025), HRH status, evicted from Royal Lodge 

(February 4, 2026) 
•​ Role at Time of Offenses: UK Special Representative for International Trade 

and Investment (2001-2011) 
•​ Historical Note: First senior British royal arrested since Charles I in 1649 
•​ Comes after the former Norwegian Prime Minister Thorbjorn Jagland was 

charged with “aggravated corruption”  
 

THE ARREST - February 19, 2026 
Prince Andrew (now Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor) was arrested on the morning of his 
66th birthday following revelations from the January 30, 2026 Epstein Files release 
when the FBI released over 3.5m documents. The charge relates to his conduct as the 
UK's Special Representative for International Trade and Investment, not directly to 
sexual misconduct allegations, as Andrew held the trade representative role from 2001 
until 2011 (and was a working royal until giving up public duties following controversy 
over his relationship with Epstein in 2019).  
 
 

 

Source: Getty Images / Peter Nicholls 

 



 

Source: Reuters / Phil Noble 

•​ King Charles Statement: "I have learned with the deepest concern the news 
about Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor and suspicion of misconduct in public office. 
What now follows is the full, fair and proper process by which this issue is 
investigated." 

 

 

LEAKED EMAILS - Confidential Information Sharing 
The following emails were released as part of the DOJ's January 30, 2026 disclosure of 
~3.5 million pages of FBI Epstein files under the Epstein Files Transparency Act 
(H.R.4405). In it, they show an incredibly large amount of confidential information 
sharing between Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor and Jeffrey Epstein while Andrew 
Mountbatten-Windsor was still a working royal and trade envoy. This was all shared to 



maintain a friendship with Jeffrey Epstein; whether out of fear of secrets being divulged 
or out of mutual benefit is up for debate. 
 

 

Email 1: Southeast Asia Trip Reports 
Date: November 30, 2010 
From: Amit Patel (Special Adviser to the Duke of York) 
To: Prince Andrew, then forwarded to Jeffrey Epstein within 5 minutes 
 

 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library / NBC News 

•​ Content: "Please find attached the visit reports for Vietnam, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Shenzhen in relation to your recent visit to South East Asia." 

•​ Attached Documents:  
•​   - VR_HONG_KONG_OCT2010_vFINAL.doc 
•​   - VR_SHENZHEN_OCT2010_vFINAL.doc 
•​   - VR_SINGAPORE_OCT2010_vFINAL.doc 



•​   - VR_VIETNAM_OCT2010_vFINAL.doc 
•​ Significance: These reports were forwarded to Epstein by Prince Andrew within 

5 minutes of receipt. Trade envoys are barred from sharing sensitive or 
commercial documents under confidentiality rules and are bound by the Official 
Secrets Act. 

 

Email 2: Afghanistan Investment - "Confidential Brief" 
Date: December 2010 
From: "The Duke" / "A" (Prince Andrew) 
To: Jeffrey Epstein 
 

 
Source: DOJ Epstein Library / ABC News 

•​ Content: "I am going to offer this elsewhere in my network (including Abu Dhabi) 
but would be very interested in your comments, views or ideas as to whom I 
could also usefully show this to attract some interest." 

•​ Document Forwarded: "Confidential brief produced by the Provincial 
Reconstruction Team in Helmand Province for International Investment 
Opportunities" The Provincial Reconstruction Team was a US and UK led 
international security assistance force based in Afghanistan and was funded by 
the UK, USA, Danish and Estonian governments.  

•​ Document Header: "For HRH Duke of York" 
•​ Topics Covered: Agriculture, minerals, and cross-cutting investment 

opportunities in southern Afghanistan 



•​ Significance: British forces were stationed in Helmand Province at this time. 
Sharing military-adjacent investment briefs with a convicted sex offender is 
obviously not a good thing. 

 

Email 3: UAE Foreign Minister Connection 
Date: November 2010 
From: Prince Andrew 
To: Jeffrey Epstein 
 

 

 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library / ABC News 

•​ Content: Andrew stated he spoke with UAE Foreign Affairs Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan about a meeting with Epstein. This meeting with 
the Sheik took place while on an official UK state visit to the United Arab 
Emirates with the Queen and Prince Philip in 2010.  

•​ Context: Earlier emails show Andrew consulted with Epstein about how to 
approach these conversations, where Epstein gave explicit advice on how to 
approach the conversation for the best success for Epstein. 

•​ Significance: Andrew used his trade envoy position to facilitate Epstein's access 
to foreign government officials.  

 



Email 4: Royal Bank of Scotland & Aston Martin Intel 
Date: July 2010 
Chain: Andrew to Terence Allen (UAE investment banker) to David Stern (Andrew's 
liaison) to Jeffrey Epstein 
 

 

 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library / ABC News / The Telegraph 

•​ RBS Content: CEO Stephen Hester "isn't all that well thought of and there are 
any number of balls being dropped in the management of RBS" 

•​ RBS Context: Bank was majority owned by British taxpayers at the time 
following £45 billion bailout in 2008 

•​ Aston Martin Content: "Conflicts between internal parties" and "issues with the 
management and their relationship with their owner and the State of Kuwait" 



•​ Significance: Insider information about taxpayer-owned bank and luxury British 
manufacturer shared with convicted sex offender 

 

 

 

Email 5: David Stern - "PA's Aura and Access" 
Date Range: June 2010 - July 2010 
From: David Stern (Andrew's liaison) 
To: Jeffrey Epstein 
 

 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library / The Telegraph 

•​ June 2010 Email: "Informed PA that you are thinking about the company set up 
and I will wait for your feedback before taking action" 

•​ July 24, 2010 Email: "We set up small investment highly private office in London 
with small outpost in Beijing, for high net worth individuals - targeting Chinese 
(but not exclusively) that works like an extended family office." 

•​ Key Quote: "We very discreetly make PA part of it and use his 'aura and access', 
you make/decide on the investments and I manage the day to day client 
management & acquisition... big money and power (including access to power 
globally - see PA)" 

•​ The "Guru": In May 2010 email, Andrew references speaking to "the GURU" - 
believed to be Epstein 

•​ Note: David Stern has since resigned from University of Cambridge's Judge 
Business School board 

 
These emails prove Andrew maintained an active business relationship with Epstein 
throughout 2010, which was the exact year that he had claimed to have visited Epstein 
solely to end their friendship. David Stern, Andrew’s liaison and aide, acted as a 
go-between, forwarding information from Andrew to Epstein. Interestingly enough, 
David Stern’s association with Andrew began in February 2010 when Andrew’s wife, 
Sarah Ferguson, then the Duchess of York, said in an email to an unknown recipient 
that Epstein had introduced her to Stern and that Stern had come to the Royal Lodge in 



Windsor for dinner. So, in that sense, David Stern is obviously an asset of Jeffrey 
Epstein, that Epstein had used in conjunction with Andrew. 

GHISLAINE MAXWELL EMAILS - "The Invisible Man" 
 
 

 

Email: "Inappropriate Friends" Request 
Date: August 16, 2001 
From: "The Invisible Man" / "A" (believed to be Prince Andrew) 
To: Ghislaine Maxwell 



​

 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library 

•​ Content: "I am up here at Balmoral Summer Camp for the Royal Family. 
Activities take place all day and I am totally exhausted at the end of each day." 

•​ Request: "How's LA? Have you found me some new inappropriate friends? Let 
me know when you are coming over as I am free from 25th August until 2nd Sept 
and want to go somewhere hot and sunny with some fun people." 

•​ Maxwell's Response: "So sorry to disappoint you, however the truth must be 
told. I have only been able to find appropriate friends." 

•​ Additional Note: Email mentions he had just left the "RN" (Royal Navy) and lost 
his valet "He had been with me since I was 2." 

 



 

Email: Peru Trip - "Two-Legged Sightseeing" 
Date: Late February / Early March 2002 
From: Ghislaine Maxwell 
To: Contact in Peru (identified as "Juanesteban Ganoza") 
 



 

Source: DOJ Epstein Library / Yahoo News UK 

•​ Context: Andrew took part in official visit to Peru in March 2002 
•​ Maxwell's Request: "Hi gorgeous. My friend Prince Andrew is coming to your 

country in a couple of weeks. I thought that it would be fun if you looked after him 
one night. are you around? Gx" 

•​ Specific Instructions: "He is interested in seeing the Nazca Lines. He can ride 
but it is not his favourite sport, ie pass on the horses." 

•​ Key Quote: "Some sightseeing, some two-legged sightseeing (read intelligent 
pretty fun and from good families) and he will be very happy." 

•​ Secrecy Request: "I know I can rely on you to show him a wonderful time and 
that you will only introduce him to friends that you can trust and rely on to be 
friendly and discreet and fun... He does not want to read about any trip in the 
papers whom or what he saw." 

 

THE BBC NEWSNIGHT INTERVIEW - Exposed Lies 
Date: November 16, 2019 
Interviewer: Emily Maitlis 
 

 Clip1.mp4 Clip2.mp4

LIE #1: "I Cut Off Epstein in December 2010" 
Andrew's Claim: "I went there with the sole purpose of saying to him that because he 
had been convicted, it was inappropriate for us to be seen together. I had to go and see 
him and talk to him... I felt that doing it over the telephone was the chicken's way of 
doing it." 
 
Reality from Epstein Files:  

•​ November 30, 2010: Forwarded Southeast Asia trip reports to Epstein within 5 
minutes 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1crNYYnwVmf2G3coiQYC5WsSZveXjIZWR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OdJROlyc5tyWdDOSaqgRH6wzbWOokvJv/view?usp=sharing


•​ December 2010: Sent "confidential brief" on Afghanistan investments 
•​ February 2011: Mail on Sunday reports Andrew wrote to Epstein the day after the 

Virginia Giuffre photo was published 
•​ 2010-2011: Multiple emails show Stern and Andrew discussing business 

ventures with Epstein 
 

Beyond that, there is an email dated in 2011 from Andrew to Jeffrey that discusses a 
favour from Epstein.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIE #2: "I Don't Sweat" 

 

 Clip3.mp4

Andrew's Claim: "I have a peculiar medical condition which is that I don't sweat... I had 
suffered what I would describe as an overdose of adrenaline in the Falklands War when 
I was shot at. And I simply... it was almost impossible for me to sweat." 
 
Reality: Multiple photographs show Andrew sweating at various public events. 
Post-arrest photos from Reuters (February 19, 2026) also show visible sweating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/120hEIXyUChCvTf751PYTuFHLGY55WRBg/view?usp=drive_link


LIE #3: "It Never Happened" - Denial of Virginia Giuffre Encounter 

 

Source: Court exhibits / Virginia Giuffre legal filings 

Andrew's Claim: "I can absolutely categorically tell you it never happened." (Regarding 
meeting, dining, dancing with, and having sex with Virginia Roberts) 
 

 Clip4.mp4
 
Reality from Epstein Files:  

•​ Photographic evidence shows Andrew with arm around Virginia Roberts at 
Maxwell's London home 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_4eMve0lAKXPJ4IDUTQRGqkXVup965jx/view?usp=drive_link


•​ Thomas Landon email (2015) to Epstein: "I mean in the end he had consensual 
sex with Virginia Roberts and Virginia Roberts worked for you. The rest is 
atmospherics." 

•​ DOJ documents state there is "evidence that Prince Andrew engaged in sexual 
conduct involving one of Epstein's victims" 

•​ Virginia Giuffre's posthumous memoir (October 2025) provides detailed account 
of three encounters 

 

 

Significance 
1.​ Tacit admission from Epstein's inner circle that Andrew DID have sex with 

Virginia Roberts 
2.​ Confirms Virginia Roberts "worked for" Epstein 
3.​ Dates to 2015, four years before Andrew's public denials in BBC interview 
4.​ Directly contradicts Andrew's "it never happened" statement 

 

VIRGINIA GIUFFRE - Allegations & Evidence 
Full Name: Virginia Louise Giuffre (née Roberts) 
Born: August 9, 1983, Sacramento, California 
Died: April 25, 2025, Neergabby, Western Australia (suicide, age 41) 
Age at Time of Alleged Abuse: 16-17 years old 
Civil Settlement: February 2022 - Estimated £12-16 million (undisclosed amount) 
Posthumous Memoir: "Nobody's Girl: A Memoir of Surviving Abuse and Fighting for 
Justice" (October 21, 2025) 
 

Alleged Encounters with Prince Andrew 
5.​ London - March 10, 2001: Ghislaine Maxwell's home. Maxwell woke Giuffre 

saying "just like Cinderella" she would meet "a handsome prince." Andrew 
allegedly guessed she was 17, noting "my daughters are just a little younger than 
you." 

6.​ New York - April 2001: Epstein's Manhattan mansion 
7.​ Little St. James Island: Epstein's private island. Giuffre's memoir alleges this 

involved an "orgy" with Andrew, Epstein, and "eight other underage girls" 
 

Evidence 
•​ Photograph of Andrew with arm around Giuffre, Maxwell in background (London, 

2001) 



•​ Flight logs showing Andrew on Epstein's aircraft to St. Thomas (gateway to Little 
St. James) 

•​ Pilot David Rodgers confirmed Andrew boarded same flight as Giuffre 
•​ Thomas Landon email confirming sexual encounter 
•​ DOJ documents stating there is "evidence that Prince Andrew engaged in sexual 

conduct involving one of Epstein's victims" 
•​ Johanna Sjoberg testimony: encountered Andrew on Little St. James during 

"topless" poolside activities 
•​ Former Epstein employee claims saw Giuffre topless in pool at Little St. James 

with Andrew 
•​ Andrew also has a reputation for his sex life, as well. Jeffrey Epstein also 

allegedly passed on compromising material of Andrew to Israel’s Mossad. 
 

 
 
Peter Mendelson 
 
Lord Peter Mendelson, 72, was a major figure in the Labour party in the United Kingdom 
from the 1980s. He played a fundamental and important role in Sir Tony Blair’s election 
victory in 1997. He was most recently appointed as the UK’s ambassador to 
Washington in December of 2024, however, he was fired last September, for his 
appearance in the released Epstein files. 
 



 
 

●​ Arrested for the same reasons as Prince Andrew, after earlier this month the 
Metropolitan Police confirmed that it had launched a criminal investigation over 
allegations of misconduct in office. 

●​ He was previously Labour MP from 1992 to 2004, Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industry in 1998, European Commissioner for Trade from 2004 to 2008 and 
Secretary of State for Business and Innovation in 2008 and 2010.  

●​ Met Epstein in the early 2000s.  
●​ In 2002, encouraged Prime Minister Tony Blair to meet Epstein. 
●​ Maintained his relationship with Epstein through the 2008 conviction and beyond. 
●​ Evidence of Mendalson, while serving as Business Secretary, feeding Epstein 

government intelligence that could be used for financial trading. For example, he 
emailed Epstein that a 500 billion EU bank bailout was almost complete and 
should be announced tonight, the night before the announcement.  

●​ In 2009, he updated Epstein on Treasury tax policy changes as they happened. 
●​ Epstein explicitly told Mandelson to give him information “before Jes” (Jes Staley, 

JPMorgan executive) so that Epstein was the first with insider info. A Cabinet 
minister was essentially giving a Wall Street-connected sex offender advance 
notice of major financial policy decisions. 

●​ Directly lobbied on behalf of Epstein’s interests; lobbied the Obama 
administration in March 2010 to water down US bank trading restrictions on 
behalf of Epstein and Jes Staley.  
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