
Reconstruction Wrap-Up 
How and why the Bourbon Redeemers dominated southern politics after Reconstruction.  
 
• How African Americans were disenfranchised after Reconstruction and subjected to “Jim 
Crow” segregation laws.  
 
• How and why the Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 occurred in North Carolina and how the riot 
affected local, state and national politics at the turn of the century.  
 
Bryson City lynching 
 
How and why southern tenant farming and sharecropping developed and how both led to 
cultural and economic stagnation in much of the South.  
 
• How and to what extent the development of a more diversified economy impacted the South 
after the Civil War and Reconstruction (e.g., textiles, tobacco, lumber and coal). 
 
How and to what extent African Americans were disenfranchised after  
Reconstruction and subjected to “Jim Crow” segregation laws 
 
How and to what extent the development of a more diversified economy impacted  
the South after the Civil War (e.g., textiles, tobacco and coal).  
• How and why tenancy and sharecropping prevailed in the South after the Civil War.  
 
 
The West 
 
How and why the birth of the cattle industry led to the era of the American cowboy and new 
patterns of migration and settlement in the southwestern United States.  
 
• How and why aridity, availability of land and new land laws influenced the westward migration 
and settlement of various groups, such as homesteaders and “sodbusters”.  
 
• How American Indians were pushed to the Great Plains and forced to settle on reservations.  
 
• How the development of the railroad and telegraph industry impacted patterns of western 
migration and settlement during the 19th Century.  
 
How and why southern African American “Exodusters” moved westward after the collapse of 
Reconstruction in the South.  
 
• How westward settlement and expansion impacted various ethnic groups during the 19th 
 Century (e.g., Asians, Hispanics and American Indians). 



  
• How and to what extent the “Americanization” of American Indian led to the break up of 
reservations and the disintegration of American Indian culture at the dawn of the 20th 
Century.  
 
• How westward settlement and expansion impacted the roles of women, their contributions and 
relationships. 
 
• How and why the federal government adopted a policy of “Americanization” or  
assimilation of American Indians and the impact of the policy on American Indians  
and the nation.  
• How and why conflicting claims over land and water rights led to violent “range  
wars” between ranchers and farmers in the southwestern United States.  
• How westward settlement and expansion led to the Indian Wars of the Great Plains  
that culminated at the Battle of Wounded Knee.  
 
How African American freedom presented limited opportunities for upward  
mobility and movement out of the South during the 19th Century (e.g., American  
Colonization Society, “Exodusters” and Wilmington Race Riots).  
• How and to what extent westward migration and the “Americanization” of the  
American Indian led to the break up of reservations and the disintegration of  
American Indian culture at the dawn of the 20th Century.  
• How and why the federal government encouraged the westward growth of the  
railroad industry and how the industry’s growth and movement impacted the  
settlement, daily lives and fortunes of various groups 
 
• How westward migration and Manifest Destiny impacted perceptions of the frontier  
and the “American Dream” (e.g., Frederick Jackson Turner and “The Significance  
of the Frontier in American History”, Helen Hunt Jackson and A Century of  
Dishonor, Frank Norris and The Octopus).  
 
• How American Indians viewed the westward migration of American settlers, their  
own movement to reservations, as well as, government and public attempts at  
“Americanization” (e.g., Simon Pokagon and “The Future of the Red Man,” Chief  
Joseph, Zitkala-Sa).  
 
Gilded Age - Business & Industry 
·         How “laissez faire” politics led to the monopolization of specific industries during the 19th 
Century and how monopolies impacted workers and consumers. 
 
·         How and why “robber barons” or “captains of industry” took risks and to what extent their 
enterprise impacted the distribution of wealth in American society. 



 
How and why labor unions formed during the 19th Century and to what extent their  
leadership bred opposition and results (e.g., Knights of Labor and Terrence  
Powderly, AFL and Samuel Gompers, American Railway Union and Eugene V.  
Debs, United Mine Workers and “Mother” Jones).  
 
• How and to what extent various labor groups demonstrated and benefited from  
union tactics during the 19th Century (e.g., the Molly Maguires, the Railroad Strike  
of 1877, the Haymarket Affair, the Homestead Strike and the Pullman Strike).  
 
• How Gilded Age entrepreneurs took risks to develop and monopolize industries and  
how their efforts impacted the economic development and cultural progress of the  
United States (e.g., John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, J.P. Morgan).  
 
• How “Captains of Industry” and Boss politicians defended the acquisition of wealth  
and power during the Gilded Age (e.g., Andrew Carnegie and “The Gospel of  
Wealth”, John D. Rockefeller, George Pullman, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall).  
Immigration & Urbanization 
• How 19th Century industrialization led to urbanization and a distinctive urban culture in the 
United States.  
 
 • How natural disasters and human responses to such disasters have influenced patterns of 
migration and settlement (e.g., Galveston hurricane of 1900, San Francisco earthquake of 1906, 
Johnstown flood of 1889 and Hurricane Katrina).  
 
 
Why and how various national, cultural, and/or ethnic groups decided to immigrate to the United 
States at specific times since Reconstruction (e.g. Eastern and Southern Europeans from 
1900-1920, Asians and Latin Americans from 1970-2010).  
 
• How and to what extent the immigration of various Eastern Europeans influenced the 
industrial, urban and cultural development of particular cities and regions at the turn of the 20th 
Century (e.g., Chicago’s packing houses, New York’s garment industry, and Cleveland’s steel 
mills).  
 
• How the “huddled masses” of “new” immigrants were processed at ports of entry such as Ellis 
Island and Angel Island, and how that process impacted the lives and cultural contributions of 
immigrants to the United States.  
 
• How traditional nativist attitudes impacted various groups of immigrants and the cultural 
development of the United States (e.g., Italians, Roman Catholics, Chinese, Mexican and 
Muslim)  
 



• How immigration groups benefited from the services of individuals and public institutions 
during the late 19th and 20th Centuries (e.g., Jane Addams, University Settlement Society of 
New York and YMCA movement).  
 
• How and to what extent the Social Gospel Movement and its participants responded  
to rising social tensions and injustices of the late 19th Century.  
• How and to what extent the settlement house movement and its participants  
responded to rising social tensions and urban problems of the late 19th Century (e.g.,  
 
Jane Addams and Ellen Starr’s Hull House in Chicago, Lillian Wald’s Henry Street  
Settlement in New York).  
 
 
How various federal immigration laws affected specific groups of immigrants since 
Reconstruction (e.g., Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, Immigration Quota Act of 1924 and 
Immigration Act of 1965) 
 
How and why “political machines” at the state and local levels of government used patronage 
and favoritism to win the support of big business and working class voters. (e.g., Boss Tweed 
and Tammany Hall in New York, James Pendergast of Kansas City and Ed Crump of Memphis) 
 
• How and why the United States became more industrial and urban during the 19th 
Century and to what extent rapid urban and industrial development produced widespread 
poverty and poor working conditions (e.g., poor sanitation, threat of fires and conditions of 
tenements, Triangle Shirtwaist Fire).  
 
How and why so many inventions occurred within the United States during the mid- 
19th Century.  
• How various technological innovations enabled urbanization and the horizontal and  
vertical growth of cities in the 19th Century.  
• How the research and inventions of Thomas Edison impacted the economic  
development and cultural progress of the United States (e.g., incandescent light  
bulb, phonograph, motion pictures).  
• How the development of the first alternating current system of electricity by George  
Westinghouse impacted the economic development and cultural progress of the  
United States. • How 19th Century urbanization generated new forms of mass entertainment 
(e.g.,  
“Buffalo Bill’s Wild West,” saloons, vaudeville, city parks, bicycles and Coney  
 
 
Island).  
• How and why spectator and team sports became popular at the end of the 19th 
Century and how they impacted the development of American culture (e.g., boxing,  



professional baseball, college football and basketball, bicycle races).  
 
• How the immigration process at the beginning of the 20th Century, as well as, the  
work and charity of various individuals impacted the opportunity and mobility of  
newly arrived immigrants (e.g., Ellis Island and other ports of entry, naturalization,  
settlement house movement, tenement houses).  
 
• How “the huddled masses” of American immigrants endured passage to the United  
States to better themselves and their families (e.g., Lewis Hine photographs of Ellis  
Island, Abraham Cahan and Yekl: A Tale of the New York Ghetto, Jacob Riis and  
Library of Congress immigration interviews).  
 
Progressivism 
 
• How the platform and leaders of the Populist Party influenced the presidential election of 1896 
and early 20th Century American politics.  
 
• How and why the collapse of the railroad industry factored into the Panics of 1873  
and 1893 and how those panics impacted the political and social development of the  
United States (e.g. “bimetallism”, the Grange Movement and the Populist Party).  
 
• How and why communities of the South and West formed agrarian movements  
(e.g., Granger movement, the Alliance movement and the Populist Party).  
 
 
• How the formation of the Socialist Party of America and the leadership of Eugene V. Debs 
influenced American politics at the turn of the 19th Century.  
 
• How and why progressivism emerged in American politics at the beginning of the 20th Century 
and in what ways governments at all levels became more democratic, efficient, and regulatory, 
as well as, greater advocates for social justice.  
 
• How Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, William H. Taft and Woodrow Wilson led  
and advocated for progressive reform that regulated businesses and protected the  
worker and the consumer.  
 
• How and why eugenics became a political movement in several states at the  
beginning of the 20th Century and how the movement impacted various groups. 
 
·         How progressivism changed the relationship between big business, labor and government. 
 
• How scientific discoveries led to the development of Social Darwinism as a  
philosophy and how intellectuals used it to justify the actions of industry and  



society at the turn of the century.  
• How the eugenics movement affected several groups of Americans during the 20th 
Century.  
• How and why prohibition became “the law of the land” and why it was later  
repealed.  
• How and why progressivism emerged in American societies at the beginning of the  
20th Century and how leaders of the movement advocated for social justice.  
 
• How and why the Pendleton Act of 1883 enabled civil service reform and the  
elimination of political patronage and how the legislation impacted United States  
politics at the turn of the 19th Century.  
 
• How and why the philosophy of Social Darwinism emerged and how the notion of  
“the survival of the fittest” impacted the development of American industry,  
government policies and social customs during the Gilded Age.  
 
• How and why the Social Gospel Movement preached good works and the sharing of  
wealth as a means of salvation and how these ideas impacted 20th Century  
progressive politicians.  
• To what extent the American worker gained labor concessions and greater power  
through unionization, collective bargaining, and various tactics of work stoppage.  
 
• To what extent politicians have used graft and corruption to move up the political  
ladder and lead political parties or “machines.”  
 
• How various muckraking journalists worked to expose the social, economic and  
political ills of an industrialized society (e.g., Jacob Riis in How the Other Half  
Lives, Lincoln Steffens in The Shame of the Cities, Ida M. Tarbell in History of the  
Standard Oil Company, Upton Sinclair and The Jungle, Thomas Nast).  
• How the American worker toiled and protested to secure a piece of the “American  
Dream” (Pullman Strikers and Report and Testimony on the Chicago Strike of 1894,  
Frederick Winslow Taylor and The Principles of Scientific Management, Lewis  
Hine photographs of child labor in America 1908-1912, Eugene V. Debs and “Yes,  
I Am my Brother’s Keeper”).  
 
 
Imperialism 
How the desire for new trade markets by industrialized countries like England,  
Germany, Russia, Japan and the United States impacted the distribution of global  
power and authority at the onset of the 20th Century.  
 
• How and why various Americans used religion, race and national honor to both  
defend and object to United States imperialism 



 
• How and why the United States gained territory and influence in the Pacific leading  
up to and as a result of the Spanish American War (e.g., Samoa, Hawaii, Alaska and  
the Philippines).  
 
• How and why the United States became involved in the Spanish American War and  
the implications of that war on American foreign policy.  
 
• How United States Presidents and their administrations developed and implemented  
imperial foreign policy strategies.  
 
• How the leaders and citizens of other nations reacted to the expansion of United States power 
and influence within their countries and others (e.g., Cubans, Puerto Ricans, Hawaiians and 
Filipinos). 
 
• How the desire of industrialized countries, such as England, Germany, Russia,  
Japan and the United States, to open new trade markets impacted United States’  
foreign policy at the turn of the 19th Century.  
• How trade and commercial interests in East Asia led to the development of the  
Open Door Policy in China.  
• How and to what extent economic and political interests in Latin America and the  
Caribbean guided the foreign policies of Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft  
and Woodrow Wilson. 
 
How economic and political aims led to United States involvement in the Spanish-American 
War. 

 
·         How and to what extent the outcome of the Spanish-American War made the United States 
an imperial power 
 
• How the results of the Spanish American War and the global imperial presence of  
the United States impacted American commerce and industry. . 
• How American imperialists and anti-imperialists supported each of their stances on  
the United States becoming a world power (e.g., Albert Beveridge, Josiah Strong,  
Alfred Thayer Mahan’s The Influence of Sea Power upon History, Mark Twain,  
William Jennings Bryan and the Anti-Imperialist League).  
 
 
WWI 
• How and why United States entry into World War I and World War II created a “Great 
Migration” of African Americans to northern cities and how that migration impacted the nation.  
• How and why American foreign policy shifted from neutrality to interventionism at  



the beginning of World War I.  
• How and why American foreign policy shifted to isolationism after World War I.  
 
·         How and why the United States joined with the Allied Powers to end World War I. 
 
·         How and to what extent American involvement in World War I affected United States 
foreign policy and helped make the “world safe for democracy. 
• How the United States government used propaganda to appeal to American  
patriotism and sell the nation’s war efforts (e.g., Committee on Public Information,  
Four-Minute Men, “Meatless Tuesdays”).  
• How and why Allied countries of World War I rejected Woodrow Wilson’s  
Fourteen Points and how that affected United States politics between world wars.  
• How, why and to what extent the federal government restricted the civil liberties of  
various groups of Americans during times of war (e.g., the Espionage and Sedition  
Acts, Schenck v. United States, Japanese-American internment camps and the  
Patriot Act).  
 
 
20s 
• How the administrations of Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge and Herbert  
Hoover reverted to conservative government practices based on lower taxes and  
deregulation of industries.  
 
·         How, why and to what extent a consumer based economy flourished in the United States in 
the 1920s and 1950s. 
• How women’s rights activists and organizations used various approaches to  
overcome internal division within the movement and secure universal suffrage for  
women with the Nineteenth Amendment.  
• How “modernism” developed and challenged conventional or traditional practices  
of American society during the 1920s (e.g., jazz age, flappers, the Harlem 
Renaissance, Negro nationalism, Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein).  
• How and in what ways defenders of tradition reacted to modern thought and rapid  
change in American society of the 1920s (e.g., nativism and the Sacco and Vanzetti  
case, rise in fundamentalism and the Scopes Monkey Trial, Ku Klux Klan,  
Prohibition, eugenics).  
 
• How the fight for universal women’s suffrage culminated with the adoption of the  
19th Amendment and how the vote of women impacted the 20th Century American  
government and economics.  
 
• How the Harlem Renaissance raised awareness of issues affecting the lives of  
African Americans in the 1920s through various forms of expression such as  



literature, art, music and drama.  
 
How, why and to what extent Americans feared the spread of communism and how  
that fear impacted American culture in “Red Scares” after World War I and World  
War II.  
• How and why United States entry into World War I and World War II created a  
“Great Migration” of African Americans to northern cities and how that migration  
culturally impacted the nation 
 
• How former slaves viewed themselves and their role in American society as free  
citizens. (e.g., Booker T. Washington and Up from Slavery, Slave Narratives of  
WPA Federal Writers' Project, Charles Chesnutt, “The Wife of His Youth”).  
 
• How African American civil rights leaders of the late 19th Century differed in how  
to best achieve greater freedom and equality (Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington  
and “The Atlanta Compromise”, W.E.B. Du Bois and “The Talented Tenth”).  
 
• How women’s rights activists at the turn of the century campaigned to secure  
universal women’s suffrage with passage of the 19th Amendment (e.g., Carrie  
Chapman Catt, Margaret Sanger, Alice Paul and Lucy Burns).  
• How “the lost generation” of American writers expressed the cultural struggle  
between modernism and tradition during the 1920s (e.g., Ernest Hemingway, F.  
Scott Fitzgerald, Thomas Wolfe and William Faulkner).  
• How the Harlem Renaissance raised American awareness of issues affecting the  
lives of African Americans in the 1920s through various forms of expression such  
as literature, art, music and drama (e.g., Alain Locke, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale  
Hurston and James Weldon Johnson).  
 
 
Depression & New Deal 
• How Herbert Hoover became a scapegoat for what ailed the economy at the  
beginning of the Great Depression and why his “rugged individualism” failed to  
work.  
 
• How Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered a “New Deal” to the American people that  
aimed to ease the effects of the depression through government programs and  
agencies that provided direct government relief, recovery and reform. 
  
• How and why the New Deal and some of its agencies and programs were opposed  
by a variety of individuals and groups (e.g., U.S. Supreme Court, Huey Long, Francis 
Townshend and Charles Coughlin)  
 



• To what extent the New Deal fundamentally changed the nation’s political and economic 
systems.  
 
• How and to what extent domestic programs proposed by Democratic presidents  
after Franklin Roosevelt extended the relief, recovery and reform efforts of the New Deal (e.g., 
Fair Deal, New Frontier and Great Society)  
 
·         How rampant speculation in the stock market led to the “Black Tuesday” crash of October 
29, 1929 and the global impacts of the crash. 
 
·         How and why the Great Depression occurred in the United States and the extent to which it 
affected the livelihood and fortunes of various Americans. 
 
·         How and to what extent Franklin D. Roosevelt and his “New Deal” eased the economic 
effects of the depression through direct government relief, recovery efforts and reform. 
 
 
 How the economic circumstances of the Great Depression influenced patterns of migration and 
settlement.  
 
• How the onset of the Dust Bowl influenced the displacement and migration of  
“Okies” during the Great Depression.  
 
• How and why American culture continued to flourish during the Great Depression.  
• How the onset of the Dust Bowl influenced the displacement and migration of  
“Okies” during the Great Depression and how that migration impacted those groups  
and the United States. 
How people who lived during the Great Depression reflected on the conditions and  
turmoil of the era (e.g., Such As Us, John Steinbeck and The Grapes of Wrath,  
Richard Wright’s Native Son, Studs Terkel and Hard Times,).  
 
 
 
WWII 
• How and why United States entry into World War I and World War II created a “Great 
Migration” of African Americans to northern cities and how that migration impacted the nation.  
• How and why American foreign policy shifted from neutrality to interventionism at  
the beginning of World War II.  
• How President Truman and his administration rationalized using the atomic bomb  
to end World War II and how that decision affected United States foreign policy.  
·         How and why economic and political conditions in Europe after World War I led to the rise 
of authoritarian rulers and the onset of World War II. 



 
·         How and why the United States withdrew from a policy of isolationism to initially aid Allied 
Powers and then directly intervene in World War II. 
 
• How, why and to what extent Americans mobilized and economically sacrificed on  
behalf of allied and national efforts in world wars (e.g., rationing, war bonds,  
“Wheatless Wednesdays” and lend-lease).  
• How and why labor unrest and strikes occurred during and after United States  
involvement in world wars and how labor activity impacted the economy and  
society 
 
How, why and to what extent Americans mobilized and sacrificed on behalf of  
United States military efforts in world wars (e.g., rationing, war bonds, “Wheatless  
Wednesdays”).  
• How and why United States involvement in world wars and the contributions of  
women during times of war impacted the perceptions and roles of women in  
American society. (e.g., 19th Amendment, WAVES, “Rosie the Riveter”).  
• How, why and to what extent United States participation in world wars restricted  
the civil liberties of various groups of Americans. (e.g., German Americans,  
Japanese Americans, Muslim Americans)  
• How various ethnic groups within the United States contributed to American war  
efforts (e.g., Tuskegee Airmen, bracero program and American Indian “code  
talkers”).  
• How communication technologies and mediums, such as newspapers, television,  
film and radio influenced American patriotism and propaganda during warfare.  
 
50s 
• How and why Americans moved to the Sunbelt at the end of the 20th Century and how this 
movement affected other regions of the United States. 
 
·         How, why and to what extent a consumer based economy flourished in the United States in 
the 1920s and 1950s. 
 
• How, why and to what extent American culture was “conforming” during the 1950s  
and how conformity helped produce an American counterculture (e.g., corporate  
life, a cult of domesticity, consumerism, Levittowns and beatniks).  
• How and why a youth culture driven by consumerism, delinquency, and rock-n-roll  
music emerged after World War II and impacted American society. 
• How, why and to what extent the consumer based economy of the United States  
flourished in the decades following World War I and World War II.  
• How and why the development of the United States “military-industrial complex”  
impacted the economic development of the western states. 



• How, why and to what extent consumerism and materialism impacted American  
society following World War I and World War II.  
• How the post World War II baby boom generation affected the culture, economy  
and politics of the United States through the 20th Century 
• How and why the birth of the automobile industry impacted the economic and  
cultural development of the United States at the beginning of the 20th Century.  
• How the invention and use of radio and television impacted the economic, political  
and cultural development of the United States during the 20th Century.  
• How the development of suburbs after World War II impacted the growth of  
American societies and culture.  
Cold War 
 
• To what extent the Reagan administration’s escalation of defense spending and use of 
anti-communist rhetoric ended the Cold War.  
 
• How the American foreign policy of isolationism ended with United States  
membership in post World War II alliances and how that involvement influenced  
American foreign policy during the 20th Century.  
• How, why and to what extent the Cold War policy of containment guided United  
States presidential administrations from Harry Truman to Ronald Reagan.  
• How, why and to what extent the United States recognition and support of Israel  
since 1948 has influenced American foreign policy and relationships in the Middle  
East.  
 
·         How and why World War II ended and how a series of Allied conferences would help initiate 
the Cold War. 

 
·         How, why and to what extent the Cold War and the policy of containment influenced the 
Truman administration’s involvement in international affairs (e.g., Truman Doctrine, Berlin 
Blockade and the Marshall Plan). 
 
 
• How and why a failed policy of containment in China would help lead to United  
States involvement in the Korean War. 
• How and why the Korean War ended in “stalemate” and how the war’s outcome  
affected international relations during and since the Cold War.  
• How, why and to what extent the Cold War and the policy of brinkmanship  
influenced the Eisenhower administration’s involvement in international affairs  
(e.g., the U-2 incident, Suez crisis and the Hungary invasion). 
• How, why and to what extent the Cold War and the policy of flexible response  
influenced the Kennedy administration’s involvement in international affairs (e.g.,  
Bay of Pigs Invasion, Cuban Missile Crisis, Berlin Wall). 



• How, why and to what extent the United States became diplomatically and  
militarily involved in French Indochina/Vietnam. 
• How the escalation and loss of the Vietnam War affected United States international  
relations during and since the Cold War. 
• How the foreign policy initiative of “détente” guided the international affairs of the  
Nixon administration during the Cold War.  
• How and to what extent the Reagan administration’s escalation of defense spending  
and use of anti-communist rhetoric ended the Cold War.  
• How and why the American policy of isolationism ended with United States  
participation in post World War II alliances and how that involvement influenced  
the nation’s foreign policy.  
• How United States Presidents from Harry Truman to Ronald Reagan practiced  
varying degrees of “containment.”  
• How the federal government increased its levels of intelligence services and  
operations from World War I through the Cold War and the War on Terrorism (e.g.,  
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI, National Security Act, CIA).  
 
How, why and to what extent Americans feared the spread of communism and how  
that fear impacted American culture in “Red Scares” after World War I and World  
War II.  
 
• How the Soviet launching of Sputnik fostered a space race and impacted the  
development of American education and culture through the 20th Century.  
• How and why the Cold War led to a national interstate highway system and the  
implications of highway construction on American societies and culture 
Civil Rights Movement 
 
• How executive, legislative and judicial decisions of the federal government impacted the 
direction and outcome of the African American civil rights movement (e.g. Plessy v. Ferguson, 
Brown v. Board of Education Executive Order 9981, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 and the Civil Rights Act of 1968  
 
• How the African American civil rights movement of the 20th Century was led by a  
variety of individuals and organizations with different strategies (e.g., SNCC,  
SCLC, CORE, Black Panther Party).  
• How women and young people influenced the direction and outcome of specific  
events within the African American civil rights movement of the 20th Century (e.g.,  
Septima Clark, Ella Baker, Daisy Bates, Little Rock 9, children of Birmingham and  
the Greensboro Four).  
• How and to what extent various civil rights events and movements successfully  
tested segregation and gained greater equality for different groups of Americans  
(e.g., the Greensboro Sit-Ins, the Montgomery Bus-Boycotts, and Freedom Rides).  
• How the African-American civil rights movement influenced the development of  



other civil rights movements during the 20th Century (e.g., feminist movement,  
Chicano Movement and American Indian Movement).  
 
How and why the adoption of the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution  
and its interpretation impacted the equality of various groups during the 20th 
Century.  
• How the United States Supreme Court’s interpretation of the 14th Amendment in  
Plessy v. Ferguson impacted African Americans and the United States during the  
20th Century.  
 
• How the rulings of the United States Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl  
Warren altered the traditional legal position on racial equality and the rights of the  
criminally accused.  
• How and why the African American civil rights movement developed over the 20th 
Century and how it impacted the onset of other civil rights movements as well as  
American political and economic systems.  
• How and why President Lyndon Johnson addressed issues of social and racial  
injustice through direct government intervention and the programs of the Great  
Society; and the effects of such intervention on American politics and economics.  
How and why President Franklin Roosevelt attempted to “pack” the United States  
Supreme Court and how the attempt affected the New Deal and the balance of  
power between the executive and judicial branches of government. 
• How federal legislation and executive decisions in support of civil rights led to  
state’s rights debates and conflict between the federal and state governments (e.g.,  
“Dixiecrats”, Little Rock 9 incident and James Meredith). 
• How and why various United States Supreme Court decisions of the 19th and 20th 
Centuries have tested the distribution of power between the federal and state  
governments (e.g., Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education and Swann v.  
Charlotte-Mecklenburg).  
• How and why United States entry into World War I and World War II created a  
“Great Migration” of African Americans to northern cities and how that migration  
culturally impacted the nation 
 
60s 
• How the assassination of President John Kennedy and the transition of power to a new 
president impacted American society and the political fortunes of a nation.  
 
  How and to what extent President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society and “War on Poverty” 
transformed American culture and its economic and political systems. 
• How and why the counterculture movement started in the 1950s and 1960s and the  
extent to which their anti-war protests affected the Vietnam War and American  
society 
• How aviation and the airplane industry developed from the Wright Brothers initial  



flight and how it affected American culture.  
• How the race to outer space and space age technologies impacted American culture.  
• How the invention of the transistor and microchip led to the development of  
personal computers by the 1980s and the use of the internet and electronic mail by  
the 1990s and the impacts of their development on American society and culture.  
• How African American civil rights leaders of the 20th Century differed on how to  
best achieve greater freedom and equality (e.g., Marcus Garvey, Malcolm X and  
Martin Luther King, Jr.).  
• How women’s rights activists adopted a new feminism to challenge the cult of  
domesticity of the 1950s (Betty Friedan and The Feminine Mystique, NOW and  
Gloria Steinem).  
 
 
Vietnam & Nixon 
• How and why the Watergate burglary led to a cover up by President Richard Nixon and his 
staff, a Congressional investigation, and the first resignation of a United States president. 
 
       How an increase in oil prices and government spending during the Vietnam War led to 
“stagflation” and a national economic recession during the 1970s. 
 
• How and why student and youth led movements formed to protest United States  
involvement in the Vietnam War and to what extent the movements impacted the  
nation’s politics and war efforts.  
 
• How and why United States involvement in the Vietnam War influenced the  
presidency of Lyndon Johnson and his relationship with the United States Congress. 
• How the Watergate scandal tested the balance of power between President Richard  
Nixon, the United States Congress and the United States Supreme Court 
 
• How and why the Vietnam War impacted the policies and presidencies of Lyndon  
Johnson and Richard Nixon.  
• How and why the counterculture movement started in the 1950s and 1960s and the  
extent to which their anti-war protests affected the Vietnam War and American  
society 
 
 
Conservative Counter Revolution 
·         How the policy of supply-side economics or “Reaganomics” worked and how it impacted the 
American economy at the end of the 20th Century. 
 
• How the Iran-Contra scandal tested the balance of power between President Ronald  
Reagan and the United States Congress.  



 
 How President Bill Clinton’s impeachment affected the distribution of power  
between the executive, legislative and judicial branches of the federal government. 
 
 
 
9/11 and rise of non-state terrorism 
·         How and why an economic recession took place in the early 21st Century and how the 
recession affected the American economy, politics and culture (e.g., the “dot-com” collapse, 
corporate scandals, risky mortgages, overextended consumer credit and the 9/11 attacks) 
 
• How and why the administration of George W. Bush initiated preemptive military  
action in place of containment and deterrence.  
• How the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the United States led to American wars in  
Afghanistan and Iraq and how involvement in those wars effected international  
relations. 
• How the threat of terrorism at home impacted American culture after the 9/11  
attacks.  
 
 
 
How American political leaders used foreign aggression as opportunities to prepare  
for and request war (e.g., U.S.S. Maine, Lusitania, Four Freedoms, Pearl Harbor,  
9/11).  
• How and why the War on Terrorism in the wake of the 9/11 attacks led to a doctrine  
of preemptive military action and the Second Gulf War.  
 
Globalism 
How and to what extent international trade policies and tariffs of the 20th Century  
shaped the economic development and foreign policy of the United States (e.g.,  
McKinley Tariff, Hawley-Smoot Tariff, GATT, and NAFTA).  
• How and to what extent 20th Century diplomatic agreements and treaties shaped the  
politics and foreign policy of the United States (e.g., Treaty of Versailles, Limited  
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, SALT treaties and the Camp David Accords).  
• How and why the United States led a United Nations coalition of forces in the  
Persian Gulf War and how the war’s outcome affected American foreign policy in  
the Middle East. 
 
 
 
Broad Themes 
 



• How presidential scandals influenced various presidential administrations and the political 
development of the nation (e.g., Warren G. Harding, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and Bill 
Clinton)  
 
• How and why certain presidential campaigns and elections significantly changed  
American politics and society (e.g., 1912, 1936, 1960, 1964, 1968, 1980, 2000 and  
2008)  
 
• How and to what extent United States foreign policy has been guided by  
international human rights and the advancement of democracy since World War I. 
 
• How American literature, the arts, music and pop culture reflected the fear, anxiety  
and dissent of United States involvement in war.  
To what extent American entrepreneurs and inventors improved their personal  
fortunes and the daily lives of Americans.  
• To what extent American immigrants or migrants have endured passage to or within  
the United States to better themselves, their families and their communities. 
 
• To what extent the American woman has successfully gained expanded roles in  
American society and gender equality.  
• To what extent the American soldier successfully fought overseas for greater  
freedom and democracy within the United States and throughout the world.  
To what extent the leaders and participants of civil rights movements successfully  
organized, protested and advocated for greater freedom and equality. 
 
• To what extent various United States Presidents and politicians have overcome  
personal tragedy to successfully lead the most powerful nation in the world. 
 
• How national political leaders have expressed their perceptions of the  
“American Dream” during times of prosperity or crisis (e.g., John Kennedy’s  
Inaugural Address, Franklin Roosevelt’s First Inaugural Address, Ronald  
Reagan’s “Tear Down This Wall” speech, George W. Bush “Congressional  
Speech on 9/11” and Barack Obama’s “A More Perfect Union” speech). 
 


