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Californians' enrollment in UC, CSU declines, study finds

As the numbers of eligible high school graduates and applications increase, fewer
Californians are enrolling in the state's public universities,

By Carla Rivera, Los Angeles Times

May 10, 2012

The number of eligble Califormia high school praduates advarlisemant
entermy the slate's public bur-vear universities has phmged in i

the last five vears, as budget-strapped institutions increasingly EXM'E r

adopt practices to reduce enrollment, a new siudy has found. METRO EXPO LINE
NOW OPEN

At University of Califormia and California State University

campuses, enrolment rates dropped by one-fifth, to fewer
than 18%; of all state high school graduates in 2010, from

about 22% in 2007,

The report, released Wednesday by the Public Policy LWV 3

Institute of California, found that these declines have oceurred | VA & v

even as demand has risen: The number of high school @m \;‘1‘ /& \}'-,
graduates in California reached an all-time high of 403,000 in S ()
2010; the rumber of seniors who completed collepe admission requirements increased dramatically, as did the
number of students taking and passing Advanced Placement exams.

The share of California high school graduates eligible for and applying to UC increased 1o 16.4% in 2009, from
12.4% in 1994, eligible Cal State applicants hereased to 33% in 2008-09, from 19% in 1997,

Bur state funding fior higher education has sharply declined — $1.6 billion less than 10 years ago — and
California now spends more on corrections than public universities, the report found. As a result, schools have
raised tuition, slashed course offerings, capped enrollment and become more selective.

California’s public higher education systems were intended to be available to all high school graduates, sakd Hans
Johnson, a fellow at the San Francisco-based institute and the report's author, adding that "we've clearly lost
tl,.'aLil

"These enrollment restrictions end up in practice denying a place at the table," he said. "It's hard to see any
improvement unkss there B increased state funding.”
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As the numbers of eligible high school graduates and applications increase,
fewer Californians are enrolling in the state's public universities.
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adopt practices to reduce enrollment, a new study has found. Expo L".
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At University of California and California State University campuses, enrollment rates dropped
by one-fifth, to fewer than 18% of all state high school graduates in 2010, about 22% in 2007.

The report, released Wednesday by the Public Policy FR
Institute ofCalifOrnia, found that these declines have
occurred‘ even as demand has risen: The number of high

school W New

graduates irl California reached an all-tirne high of 405,000 ir1 2010; the number of seniors who
completed college admission requirements increased dramatically, as did the number of students
taking and passing Advanced Placement exams.

The share of California high school graduates eligible for and applying to UC increased to 16.4%
in 2009, 12.4% in 1994; eligible Cal State applicants increased to 33% in 2008-09, 19% in 1997.

But state funding for higher education has sharply declined — $1.6 billion less than 10 years ago
— and California now spends more on corrections than public universities, the report found. As
a result, schools have raised tuition, slashed course oiferings, capped enrollment and become
more selective.

California's public higher education systems were intended to be available to allhigh school
graduates, said Hans

Johnson, a fellow at the San Francisco-based institute and the report's author, adding that "we've
clearly lost that."

"These enrollment restrictions end up in practice denying a place at the table," he said. "It's hard



to see any improvement unless there is increased state funding."

www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-0510-college-report-20120510,0,2367,print.story 1/3



012 Californiang’ anrsllimenrt in WS, 5L declines, study fings - lalimes. com

Apainst this backdrop, Cal State and UC released budget scenarios this week that offer litle relief State support
was reduced by 5750 million for each system this fiscal year, and each could lose 3200 million more if'a tax
measure on the November ballot faik, Cal State trustees meeting in Long Beach this week learned that even in
the best-case scenario, the system will have o find ways to close a $400-million budget gap.

The system already announced that it will freeze most envollment for spring 2013 at all 23 campuses and waitlist
applicants for the following fall term. Trustees are considering whether to make more dramatic enrollment cuts to
fave costs,

"The budget is really driving that isue,” said Eric Forbes, Cal State's assistant vice chancellor of student
academic support,

Trustees, prapplng with budget issues and public outrage over executive compensation, agreed Wednesday to
freeze salaries of mcoming campus presidents but allow ndividual campus nonprofit foundations to boost pay up
to 10%,

Cal State Long Beach President F, King Alexander said his campus, which typically admits 9,500 new students
each fall, will admit about 6,800 for the fall of 2012, The school received about 78,000 applications, up 1084
from the previous year, It will be forced to cut about 1,800 classes and will ration course loads to a maximum of
13 credit units,

"It's a horror story for California to be abandoning its commitment to public education at a time when demand &
at its highest," Alexander said in an interview.

While applications to UC's 10 campuses are at an all-time high, budget constramts have kept UC from mcreasing
enrollment for California students, said spokeswoman Dianne Klein.

"The PPIC & right to sound the alarm about the mevitable consequences of California's distwestment m its public
university system," Klem said. "Tt's an urgent message that we ignore at owr penl.”

The report found that tuition and fee mereases have also affected enrollment rates. Twtion at Cal State will
merease 9% this fall, with armual rates for undergraduates reachmg 35,970, not inchiding campus-based fees that
average more than 51,000,

UC officials are wammg that students may face a 6% hution merease next school year if the state does not
provide additional fimding. Such a hike would amownt to an extra $732 anmually for in-state undergraduates,
brmgmyg ther tuition to 512,924, not mchdmg other campus fees, room and board.

A second round of tution mereases could come next year if voters do not approve the governor's proposed tax
MEASLIE.

Community colleges, which are open to all comers, haven't technically reduced admissions, the report noted, but
they have rationed eorollment by mereasmg class stee and reduemg programs and course offermgs.

"This report shows the sclf-inflicted damage to California's economy by our failure to properly find higher
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Against this backdrop, Cal State and UC released budget scenarios this week that oifer little
relief State support was reduced by $750 million for each systemthis fiscal year, and each could
lose $200 million more if a tax measure on the November ballot tails. Cal State trustees meeting
in Long Beach this week learned that even in the best-case scenario, the system will have to find
Ways to close a $400-million budget gap.

The system already announced that it will freeze most enrollment for spring 2013 at all 23
campuses and waitlist applicants for the following an term Trustees are considering whether to
rmke more drarmtic enrollment cuts to

save costs.

‘The budget is really driving that issue," said Eric Forbes, Cal State's assistant vice chancellor of
student academic support.

Trustees, grappling with budget issues and public outrage over executive compensation, agreed
Wednesday to salaries of incoming campus presidents but allow individual campus nonprofit
foundations to boost pay up to 10%.

Cal State Long Beach President F. King Alexander said his campus, which typically admits
9,500 new students each ran, will admit about 6,800 for the of 2012. The school received about
78,000 applications, up 10% from the previous year. It willbe forced to cut about 1,800 classes
and ration course loads to a rmximum of 13 credit Imits.

"It's a horror story for California to be abandoning its commitment to public education at a time
when dermnd is at its highest," Alexander said in an interview.

While applications to UC's 10 campuses are at an all-time high, budget constraints have kept UC
from increasing enrollment for California students, said spokeswoman Dianne Klein

"The PPIC is right to sound the alarm about the inevitable consequences of California's
disinvestment in its public university system," Klein said. "It's an urgent message that We ignore
at our peril"

The report found that tuition and fee increases have also affected enrollment rates. Tuition at Cal
State will increase 9% this ran, with annual rates for undergraduates reaching $5,970, not
including campus-based fees that average more than $1,000.

UC oflicials are Warning that students my face a 6% tuition increase next school year if the state
does not provide additional fimding. Such a hike would amount to an extra $732 annually for in-
state tmdergraduates, bringing their tuition to $12,924, not inchiding other campus fees, room
and board.

A second 1°‘01111d of tuition increases could come next year if voters do not approve the
governor's proposed tax

measure.



Community colleges, which are open to all comers, haven't technically reduced admissions, the
report noted, but they have rationed enrollment by increasing class size and reducing programs

and course oiferings.

"This report shows the self-inflicted damage to California's economy by our fiailure to properly
highsr
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education," said chancellor Jack Scoit. "We have two choices: Reverse this trend by restoring access and

affordability to higher education, or suffer the economic consequences of filing to educate the workforce that
this state's economy demands."
Scoft noted that the pressures forcing high school graduates to increasingly seek collepe opportmities elsewhere

also apply to transfer smdents from communiry colleges. Transfers from Califbrnia commumity colleges to out-of
state institutions nereased by 36% in three years, to 18,964 in 2010-11, from 13,909 in 2007-08,

carla rivera@latimes.com
Times staff writer Lavry Gordon contributed to this veport,
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education," said chancellor Jack Scott. "We have two choices: Reverse this trend by restoring
access and aifordability to higher education, or suifer the economic consequences of lailing to
educate the Workforce that this state's economy demands."

Scott noted that the pressures forcing high school graduates to increasingly seek college
opportunities elsewhere

also apply to transfer students from community colleges. Transfers from California community
colleges to out-ofstate institutions increased by 36% ii three years, to 18,964 in 2010- 1 1, from
13,909 in 2007-08.

carla.rivera@,latimes.cOm
Times writer Larry Gordon contributed to this report.
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