
Value Scale Exercise 
  
Outcomes:    
Students will explore relationship of value with and without color ​  
Students will mix and construct a progressive achromatic and monochromatic scale       
Students will learn about shades and tints                 

 
  
Assignment Process: 

                    ​ 1.   Create a 10-step an achromatic value scale by 
painting black, white, and 8 even steps of gray in 
between them.  Paint areas of approximately 1” x 2” 
on watercolor paper. 

  
                        ​ 2.   Cut out each value step, 1”x2” section.  Glue the 

gray chips in a vertical column to the left margin of the 
paper provided. See diagram below. 

  
                        ​ 3.   Similarly, create a 10-step monochromatic value 

scale by painting black, white, and one color of your 
choice and 8 even steps of gray in between them.  
Paint areas of approximately 1” x 2” on watercolor 
paper. Cut out the same size pieces and glue them to 
the right of the value scale so that the values should 
somewhat match between the scales.  

  
                        ​ 4.   Label your work Value Scale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



  
 
  
EXAMPLE Diagram 
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