
 

Discussion and Debate Content Specific Examples 

These detailed examples offer a clearer picture of how teachers can guide students through content-specific 
discussions and debates, ensuring they engage meaningfully with evidence, viewpoints, and 
counterarguments. 

Environmental Conservation (Science) 
 
Before Discussion: 
 

●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to read articles, watch documentaries, and analyze scientific 
reports on the impact of deforestation. 

●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Instruct students to create annotated summaries of their sources, 
highlighting key data and statistics. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Have students explore perspectives of environmentalists, 
loggers, and policymakers regarding deforestation. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Students prepare rebuttals for common arguments against 
strict conservation measures, such as economic concerns. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Encourage students to formulate inquiries like, "What role does 
reforestation play in mitigating deforestation?" 

 
During Discussion: 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Students present their findings, discussing the ecological impact, economic 
considerations, and potential solutions related to deforestation. 

●​ Cite evidence: Encourage students to refer to specific data and expert opinions from their sources. 
●​ Listen to understand: Stress the importance of actively listening to grasp the diverse perspectives 

and solutions presented. 
●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a structured discussion format where students take turns 

and respect each other's speaking time. 
●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to acknowledge and respond to their peers' 

contributions, building upon shared ideas. 
 
After Discussion: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Ask students to individually reflect on their contributions during the 
discussion and assess their engagement and persuasiveness. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide personalized feedback on their ability to present evidence, consider different 
viewpoints, and engage constructively in the environmental conservation discussion. 

●​ Debate Example 1: Topic - Internet Privacy (Civics/Technology) 
●​ Before Debate: 
●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to research and collect data on the benefits and drawbacks of 

increased online surveillance. 
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●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Students create argumentative outlines, integrating statistics, 
case studies, and expert opinions. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Have students explore the perspectives of privacy advocates, 
government officials, and cybersecurity experts. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Students prepare counterarguments for opposing views, 
addressing concerns raised by privacy advocates. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Encourage students to formulate probing questions like, "To what extent 
does online surveillance infringe on individual freedoms?" 

 
During Debate: 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Divide the class into teams, with one advocating for increased online 
surveillance and the other defending online privacy. Students present their arguments, citing 
evidence and statistics. 

●​ Cite evidence: Emphasize the importance of referencing credible sources and data to support their 
claims. 

●​ Listen to understand: Instruct students to actively listen to the opposing team's arguments and 
counterarguments. 

●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a structured debate format with allotted speaking times and 
respectful discourse. 

●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to address opposing arguments directly and build 
upon or refute their peers' statements. 

 
After Debate: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Have students individually reflect on their debate performance, considering 
their persuasiveness, use of evidence, and ability to address counterarguments. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide constructive feedback on their debate skills, highlighting areas of strength 
and areas for improvement. 

 
English (Discussion): Analyzing Symbolism in Literature 
 
Before Discussion: 
 

●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to read a classic novel or short story known for its rich symbolism, 
such as "The Great Gatsby" or "The Scarlet Letter." 

●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Instruct students to identify and annotate passages with symbolic 
elements and explain their interpretations. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Encourage students to explore various interpretations of the 
symbols in the text. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Have students anticipate different interpretations of the 
symbols and prepare to defend their own views. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Ask students to formulate questions about the author's use of symbolism 
and its impact on the story. 
 

During Discussion (Whole Class): 
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●​ Present relevant ideas: Each student presents their chosen symbols and interpretations, engaging in 
a class-wide discussion. 

●​ Cite evidence: Encourage students to cite specific passages and provide textual evidence for their 
interpretations. 

●​ Listen to understand: Promote active listening as students discuss their varying interpretations of the 
symbols. 

●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a respectful discussion format where students take turns 
sharing their ideas. 

●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to acknowledge and respond to their peers' 
interpretations, fostering a deeper analysis. 

 
After Discussion: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Prompt students to reflect on their contributions and the insights gained 
during the discussion. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide feedback on their ability to analyze symbolism, support interpretations with 
evidence, and engage constructively in literary discussions. 

 
Science (Debate): Renewable vs. Non-Renewable Energy Sources 
 
Before Debate: 
 

●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to research and gather data on renewable and non-renewable 
energy sources. 

●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Students create argumentative outlines, integrating scientific 
findings, environmental impacts, and economic considerations. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Have students explore the perspectives of environmentalists, 
energy industry experts, and policymakers. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Students prepare counterarguments for opposing views, 
addressing concerns raised by both sides. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Encourage students to formulate probing questions like, "What are the 
long-term environmental consequences of relying on non-renewable energy sources?" 

 
During Debate (Small Groups): 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Divide the class into small groups, with each group advocating for either 
renewable or non-renewable energy sources. Students present their arguments, citing scientific data 
and environmental impacts. 

●​ Cite evidence: Emphasize the importance of referencing credible sources and scientific research. 
●​ Listen to understand: Instruct students to actively listen to the opposing group's arguments and 

counterarguments. 
●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a structured debate format with allotted speaking times and 

respectful discourse. 
●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to address opposing arguments directly and build 

upon or refute their peers' statements. 
 
After Debate: 
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●​ Reflect and self-assess: Have students individually reflect on their debate performance, considering 

their persuasiveness, use of scientific evidence, and ability to address counterarguments. 
●​ Offer feedback: Provide constructive feedback on their debate skills, highlighting areas of strength 

and areas for improvement. 
 
Business Class (Discussion): Ethical Dilemmas in Business Decision-Making 
 
Before Discussion: 
 

●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to research case studies or real-world examples of ethical 
dilemmas faced by businesses or professionals. 

●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Instruct students to analyze these cases, identify ethical issues, 
and outline potential solutions. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Encourage students to explore various ethical frameworks and 
perspectives that individuals and organizations may have. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Have students anticipate objections to their proposed solutions 
and prepare to defend their ethical choices. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Ask students to formulate ethical questions related to business practices, 
such as "How can companies balance profit and social responsibility?" 

 
During Discussion (Whole Class): 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Each student presents a case study, outlines the ethical dilemma, and 
proposes a solution, fostering a class-wide discussion on ethical decision-making in business. 

●​ Cite evidence: Encourage students to provide concrete examples from their case studies to support 
their ethical assessments. 

●​ Listen to understand: Promote active listening as students discuss the ethical considerations and 
consequences of their proposed solutions. 

●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a respectful discussion format where students take turns 
sharing their insights. 

●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to acknowledge and respond to their peers' 
ethical analyses, fostering a deeper understanding of ethical dilemmas in business. 

 
After Discussion: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Prompt students to reflect on their contributions and the ethical principles 
discussed during the discussion. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide feedback on their ability to analyze ethical dilemmas, propose ethical 
solutions, and engage constructively in business ethics discussions. 

●​ Fine Arts (Debate): Traditional vs. Contemporary Art Styles 
●​ Before Debate: 
●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to research traditional and contemporary art styles, examining key 

characteristics, prominent artists, and cultural influences. 
●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Students create argumentative outlines, comparing and 

contrasting traditional and contemporary art styles. 
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●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Have students explore the perspectives of art critics, historians, 
and artists themselves regarding the value and significance of each style. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Students prepare counterarguments for opposing views, 
addressing criticisms or challenges raised against traditional or contemporary art. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Encourage students to formulate thought-provoking questions about the 
role of art in society and how it evolves over time. 

 
During Debate (Small Groups): 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Divide the class into small groups, with each group advocating for either 
traditional or contemporary art styles. Students present their arguments, citing examples of artists 
and artworks. 

●​ Cite evidence: Emphasize the importance of referencing specific artists, artworks, and artistic 
movements to support their claims. 

●​ Listen to understand: Instruct students to actively listen to the opposing group's arguments and 
counterarguments. 

●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a structured debate format with allotted speaking times and 
respectful discourse. 

●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to address opposing arguments directly and build 
upon or refute their peers' statements. 

 
After Debate: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Have students individually reflect on their debate performance, considering 
their persuasiveness, use of art examples, and ability to address counterarguments. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide constructive feedback on their debate skills, highlighting areas of strength 
and areas for improvement in discussing traditional and contemporary art styles. 

 
Music (Discussion): Influence of Music on Emotions and Behavior 
 
Before Discussion: 
 

●​ Gather evidence: Assign students to explore research on the psychological impact of music on 
emotions and behavior. 

●​ Organize and synthesize evidence: Instruct students to identify studies and findings that 
demonstrate how music affects mood, concentration, and well-being. 

●​ Consider and analyze all viewpoints: Encourage students to examine various theories and 
perspectives on the emotional and behavioral effects of music. 

●​ Develop responses to counterpoints: Have students anticipate counterarguments related to 
individual differences in musical preferences or the complexity of emotional responses to music. 

●​ Pose your own questions: Ask students to formulate questions about the potential therapeutic or 
detrimental effects of music on individuals. 

 
During Discussion (Whole Class): 
 

●​ Present relevant ideas: Each student presents key findings from their research, contributing to a 
class-wide discussion on music's influence on emotions and behavior. 
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●​ Cite evidence: Encourage students to reference specific studies and examples to support their claims 
about music's impact. 

●​ Listen to understand: Promote active listening as students discuss the nuances of how different 
genres, tempos, and lyrics can affect individuals differently. 

●​ Respond without interrupting: Maintain a respectful discussion format where students take turns 
sharing their insights. 

●​ Reference classmates' points: Encourage students to acknowledge and respond to their peers' 
interpretations and experiences with music. 

 
After Discussion: 
 

●​ Reflect and self-assess: Prompt students to reflect on their contributions and the diverse 
perspectives shared during the discussion. 

●​ Offer feedback: Provide feedback on their ability to analyze research on music's impact, 
communicate findings, and engage constructively in discussions about music and emotions. 
 

 

STRIVE’s  L.I.T.E.R.A.C.Y. Book www.strivetlc.com/literacy 

http://www.strivetlc.com/literacy

