
Leyte Normal University (LNU) demonstrated its commitment to global climate action and 
sustainable development through the active involvement of Dr. Jonas P. Villas, Ph.D., at the 
COP28 conference in Dubai. Representing LNU, Dr. Villas engaged with international 
stakeholders, fostering partnerships aimed at advancing educational collaboration, youth 
engagement, and climate initiatives. His participation highlights LNU’s proactive role in global 
climate discourse, contributing to vital dialogues and collaborations that align with the 
university's dedication to sustainability, academic excellence, and international cooperation. 

The Dubai COP28 Mission Report, authored by Dr. Jonas P. Villas, provides a comprehensive 
account of activities, interactions, and accomplishments achieved from December 5–15, 2023, 
during the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Dubai. 

Mission Objectives and Initial Activities 

The mission aimed to foster partnerships with UN agencies and organizations to support 
university initiatives. Upon arrival, Dr. Villas was greeted by the High-Level Champions (HLC) 
and settled into Dubai with travel support, highlighting the logistical and financial planning 
involved. The conference venue, notable for its dispersed pavilion layout, posed challenges in 
networking due to extensive travel between event locations, impacting spontaneous 
interactions and collaborative opportunities. 

Key Interactions and Partnerships 

On December 6th, Dr. Villas met with the Director of St. Luke's Global Health, Dr. Guinto, 
solidifying potential collaboration through site visits and academic exchanges. He attended a 
health networking event, reinforcing connections within the global health community. 
Throughout the conference, he engaged with various stakeholders, discussing future 
partnerships and securing opportunities for the Leyte Normal University (LNU). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Engagement and COP29 Preparations 



Dr. Villas led initiatives for COP29, focusing on enhancing youth engagement strategies. He 
orchestrated a session at the Children and Youth Pavilion, emphasizing youth involvement in 
climate policy discussions. The "COP28 Pavilion Audit" analyzed youth engagement, revealing 
that 80.4% of pavilions hosted youth-focused activities, promoting inclusivity. This audit aimed 
to improve transparency and set standards for subsequent events, aligning with Dr. Villas's 
commitment to youth empowerment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memorandum of Understanding with the Dholakia Foundation 

A significant outcome of the mission was the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between LNU and the Dholakia Foundation. This partnership aims to enhance 
Philippine-Indian educational ties, including student exchanges, joint research, and community 
engagement, fostering academic collaboration between the nations. 
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Future Initiatives and Strategic Collaborations 

The exit conference outlined future collaboration areas with key entities like the HLC, 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), and UNFCCC. Proposed initiatives 
include internships, joint research projects, and alignment with the UN's Sustainable 
Development Goals. These partnerships are expected to provide valuable experiences for LNU 
students and faculty, advancing sustainable development education. 

Overall, Dr. Villas's report underscores a proactive engagement with global stakeholders at 
COP28, highlighting youth empowerment, educational collaboration, and sustainable 
development, strengthening LNU's role in international climate discourse and partnerships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 2: Events Briefing 

7th December 2023 
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