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Reading Comprehension 

Activities 

1-​ Read both texts about Nicola and Gio Benedetti and translate them by using your own words. 

2-​ Highlight all the verbs that appear in the test and classify them in terms of verb tenses. Are they 

written in present or past simple? 

3-​ Reread and answer about Nicola. 

a.​ Who is she? 

b.​ Was music important in her family? 

c.​ Did her father work hard? 

d.​ Were her grandparents very rich or poor? 

e.​ Is money important to Nicola and her father? 

f.​ Does her father like classical music? 

g.​ What does she teach her father? 

h.​ What dos he teach her? 

i.​ When does she play the violin with her sister? 

4-​ Now, about Gio.  

a.​ Who is Gio Benedetti? 

b.​ Where was Gio born? 

c.​ Why couldn’t he buy the Jaguar car? 

d.​ What was Gio’s business? 

e.​ How old was Nicola when she could play the violin? 

f.​ Can Gio play a musical instrument? 

g.​ What music does he like? What doesn’t he like? 

h.​ Does Nicola work hard? 

i.​ Why does he cry? 

5-​ Reflect about the following questions which are related to the text, and write a composition 

showing your opinion. Use Present and Past Simple. Be careful with punctuation and use a 

variety of connectors. Remember that your composition should be coherent and cohesive. 

-​ Do Nicola and Gio have a good relationship? What about Nicola and her sister? 

-​ How are they similar or different? 

-​ What about your family? Who are you close to? Why? 
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6-​ Get ready to defend your work! 

 


