
 
 

Medieval West Africa Mural Resources 

Did you look in TCI? That’s the best resource! Have your own idea to 
look up? Use Britannica! Or email stuart@townschool.com for help!   

EXAMPLE MURALS 
●​ Black Panther mural in West Oakland 

●​ Women of the Black Panther Party 
●​ Portland mural celebrating African American present and future 

ART 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Kente Cloth (Museum of Fine Arts 

Houston) 
●​ Bogolanfini or mud cloth from Mali 

(Museum of Applied Arts & Sciences) 
●​ Mali: Make A Dogon Mask (Timothy S. 

Y. Lam Museum of Anthropology)  
●​ Mali Empire and Djenne Figures 

(Smithsonian National Museum of 
African Art) 

●​ Western and Central Sudan, 
1000–1400 A.D. (The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art)  

●​ Saharan Frontiers (Caravans of Gold) 
●​ Paul Ndiho - Ghana's Kente Cloth 

(Youtube) 
●​ Iron Making (Metallurgy) (UNESCO)  
●​ The Timbuktu Manuscripts (Google 

Arts and Culture) 
●​  

ARCHITECTURE 
●​ Look at TCI  
●​ Explore the Mosque of Djenne in 3D 

(Google Arts and Culture) 
●​ The Origins of the Mud-Brick Building 

Tradition (Google Arts and Culture) 
●​ Timbuktu (UNESCO) 
●​ Mali Empire Ruins in Neni (National 

Geographic) 
●​ Djenne: One of the Oldest Cities in 

Africa (Google Arts and Culture) 
●​ Masons of Djenné - City of Mud 

(YouTube) 
●​ Town database - Sankore Mosque in 

Timbuktu, Mali (World Book) 

EMPIRES and LEADERS 
 (500-1600 C.E.)  

●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Is Mansa Musa the richest man who 

ever lived? (BBC) 
●​ Town database - States and empires of 

West Africa (Newsela, login with 
Google) 

●​ Opinion: "The Lion King" is based on a 
West African king (Newsela - login with 
Google username/password) 

●​ Town database - Mansa Musa 
(BrainPop, log in with Google) 

MUSIC 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Bridging Mali's Musical Past and 

Present (Google Arts and Culture) 
●​ Town database - Kora (Britannica) 
●​ Town database - African music 

(Britannica)  
●​ Traditional African instruments (BBC) 
●​ African Roots of The Blues Part 6 - 

Dagomba One String Traditions 
(YouTube) 

●​ Currently broken West African Music 
(Cultures of West Africa) 

BELIEFS 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ The Timbuktu Manuscripts (Google 

Arts and Culture) 
●​ Mali: Make A Dogon Mask (Timothy S. 

Y. Lam Museum of Anthropology)  

ECONOMY and TRADE 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ The Timbuktu Manuscripts (Google 

Arts and Culture) 
●​ Driving Desires: Gold and Salt 

(Caravans of Gold) 

ORAL TRADITIONS and 
FOLKLORE 

●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Look at the books in the classroom 

FOOD 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Zoe Adjonyoh’s Essential West African 

Pantry (Epicurious) 
●​ Out of Africa (US Foods) 

https://student.teachtci.com/admin/subscribers/1256/home
https://eastbayexpress.com/west-oakland-finally-gets-a-black-panther-mural-2-1/
https://westoaklandmuralproject.org/pages/the-mural
https://racc.org/2018/04/02/new-murals-celebrate-portlands-african-american-history-and-future/
https://emuseum.mfah.org/objects/23254/kente-cloth
https://collection.maas.museum/object/441983
https://lammuseum.wfu.edu/2020/08/mali-make-a-dogon-mask/
https://africa.si.edu/exhibits/resources/mali/works.htm
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/07/afu.html
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/07/afu.html
https://caravansofgold.org/exhibition/saharan-frontiers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toWybhX5ZV8&t=25s
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1602/
https://artsandculture.google.com/experiment/the-timbuktu-manuscripts/BQE6pL2U3Qsu2A?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/XgXRZzMTGQml8A
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/YwXBr1__ZVAuoA
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/YwXBr1__ZVAuoA
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/119/gallery/&maxrows=47
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/sundiata-keita/#:~:text=Sundiata%20Keita%20founded%20the%20powerful,next%20great%20west%20African%20empire.
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/4wWxxVekxYcyyw
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/4wWxxVekxYcyyw
https://youtu.be/XiHOqxo5tpc
https://www.worldbookonline.com/student-new/#/media/pc200414/type/image
https://www.worldbookonline.com/student-new/#/media/pc200414/type/image
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47379458
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47379458
https://newsela.com/read/LS-BHP-Era4-States-West-Africa/id/2001005645/?collection_id=339&search_id=9c1107bc-7f37-46a0-bdea-062f08c08036
https://newsela.com/read/LS-BHP-Era4-States-West-Africa/id/2001005645/?collection_id=339&search_id=9c1107bc-7f37-46a0-bdea-062f08c08036
https://newsela.com/read/lion-king-opinion/id/54296/?collection_id=339&search_id=9c1107bc-7f37-46a0-bdea-062f08c08036
https://newsela.com/read/lion-king-opinion/id/54296/?collection_id=339&search_id=9c1107bc-7f37-46a0-bdea-062f08c08036
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/mansamusa/
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/CAUxVq8GBF7YKA
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/CAUxVq8GBF7YKA
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/assembly/view/158535
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/African-music/606830
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2xbgk7/revision/2
https://youtu.be/L3Y3f9H41RU
https://youtu.be/L3Y3f9H41RU
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/west-african-music/
https://artsandculture.google.com/experiment/the-timbuktu-manuscripts/BQE6pL2U3Qsu2A?hl=en
https://lammuseum.wfu.edu/2020/08/mali-make-a-dogon-mask/
https://artsandculture.google.com/experiment/the-timbuktu-manuscripts/BQE6pL2U3Qsu2A?hl=en
https://caravansofgold.org/exhibition/driving-desires/
https://www.epicurious.com/ingredients/zoe-adjonyohs-essential-west-african-pantry-article
https://www.epicurious.com/ingredients/zoe-adjonyohs-essential-west-african-pantry-article
https://www.usfoods.com/great-food/food-trends/west-african-cuisine-.html


 
 

●​ Town database - The spread of Islam in 
ancient Africa (Newsela - login with 
Google) 

●​ Religion and Slavery 
(slaveryandremembrance.org) 

●​ Currently broken The West African 
Mask (Cultures of West Africa) 

●​ The Long Reach of the Sahara 
(Caravans of Gold) 

●​ Town database - Europe-Africa 
medieval ties explored in exhibit  
(Newsela - login with Google) 

●​ Currently broken The Cowrie Shell: 
Monetary and Symbolic Value 
(Cultures of West Africa)  

●​ The Sunjata Story - Glimpse of a 
Mande Epic (YouTube)  

●​ African Diaspora Culture 
(slaveryandremembrance.org) 

●​ Town database - African literature 
(Britannica, login with townschool1, 
tiger) 

●​ Gullah storyteller speaking Geechee 
(Youtube) 

●​ Ode to the Kola Nut (Cultures of West 
Africa) 

●​ West African Dishes Are The Top 
Trending For 2020, And These Dishes 
Are Why (Africa.com) 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY and LAND 
●​ Look at TCI 
●​ Town database - Sahara (World Book) 
●​ Town database - Niger River (Britannica) 
●​ Town database - Sahel (Britannica) 
●​ Town database - Savanna (Britannica) 

WRITING and LITERATURE 
●​ The Timbuktu Manuscripts (Google Arts and Culture) 
●​ Town database - African literature (Britannica, login with townschool1, tiger) 

 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-islam-ancient-africa/id/53096/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/lib-islam-ancient-africa/id/53096/?collection_id=339
http://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0059
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/west-african-mask/
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/west-african-mask/
https://caravansofgold.org/exhibition/long-reach-sahara/
https://newsela.com/view/ck9nool5t074e0iqjt1epiw3n/?levelId=ck7ecxbzg11lo14p73av3rff8
https://newsela.com/view/ck9nool5t074e0iqjt1epiw3n/?levelId=ck7ecxbzg11lo14p73av3rff8
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/cowrie-shell-monetary-symbolic-value/
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/cowrie-shell-monetary-symbolic-value/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOS78ul1_rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOS78ul1_rA
http://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0057
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/African-literature/272747
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0DGijYiGQU
https://www.culturesofwestafrica.com/ode-kola-nut/
https://www.africa.com/west-african-dishes-are-the-top-trending-for-2020-and-these-dishes-are-why/
https://www.africa.com/west-african-dishes-are-the-top-trending-for-2020-and-these-dishes-are-why/
https://www.africa.com/west-african-dishes-are-the-top-trending-for-2020-and-these-dishes-are-why/
https://www.worldbookonline.com/kids/home#article/ar831892
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/Niger-River/276095
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/Sahel/632238
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/savanna/117272
https://artsandculture.google.com/experiment/the-timbuktu-manuscripts/BQE6pL2U3Qsu2A?hl=en
https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/African-literature/272747

