FREE MEDIA SOURCES « 2025

The following sites are resources for media that is free to use in most circumstances. Despite being free, pay special attention
to how each piece of media is licensed and follow the rules of usage for that license as described below.

COPYRIGHT KEY: The resources listed here are labeled as following to indicate what general copyright category most of its
media falls under. Please note that though a resource might be categorized under one type of license in this document, you are

PD = Public Domain or a CC = Creative Commons or a UN = Unconfirmed or may

similar free license. similar free license. contain a variety of licenses.

Good to go for any use, even If a piece is licensed as CC BY-SA, this  payse and research to confirm

commercial. Attribution may still be means you must provide attribution for |icensing information for any piece of

encouraged, though not required. Read  that media and also license your work,  media. If unable to find any licensing

more about the public domain here. created with that media, in the same information, do not use that piece of
way. Read more about Creative media in your work.

Commons here.

Pixabay.com — Photos Pixabay License

Unsplash.com Unsplash License
Pexels.com Pexels License

Bw N oo

P H OTOS Pond5.com — Free Photos Individual License

*Note that Pond5’s main site has paid stock media,
so stay on the free pages to avoid the priced content.

Pond5.com — Public Domain Photos PD

Publicdomainreview.org

*Note that commercial use is not always permitted.
7. Archive.org UN
8. Wikimedia Commons UN
9. The National Gallery of Art

— Open Access Images PD
10.New York Public Library Digital Collections PD

11. The Met — Open Access Images PD

*Make sure "Open Access" is checked under filter menu.

12. List of Digital Collections/Open Repositories UN

13. The Library of Congress

— Science Images and Videos PD

14. NOAA Photo Library PD
15. NASA Image and Video Library PD

16. Public.Work PD

*Search engine for public domain content.



https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://pixabay.com/photos/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/license
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.pexels.com/license/
https://www.pond5.com/free/photos
https://www.pond5.com/our-licenses
https://www.pond5.com/search?kw=&media=photo&type=free
https://publicdomainreview.org/
https://archive.org/details/image
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Free_media_resources/Photography
https://www.nga.gov/open-access-images.html
https://www.nga.gov/open-access-images.html
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search?searchField=All&showOnly=openAccess&sortBy=relevance&pageSize=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_NRg0oFO4_PW2kaqIw88S0_pxc6JFHJfDvP7Il1s2e4/edit?usp=sharing
https://guides.loc.gov/science-images-and-videos
https://guides.loc.gov/science-images-and-videos
https://photolib.noaa.gov/
https://images.nasa.gov/
https://public.work

GRAPHICS

1. Pexels.com — Videos _

2. Pond5.com — Free Footage Individual License

*Note that Pond5’s main site has only paid stock media,
so stay on the free pages to avoid the priced content.

1. The Noun Project
— Free Icons and Symbols PD or cC

2. Pixabay.com — lllustrations Pixabay License
3. Pixabay.com — Vector Images Pixabay License

4. Flaticon.com
— Free Icons and Symbols Individual License
5. Vemaps.com — Map Graphics .

3. Pond5.com — Public Domain Footaqe.
*Note that commercial use is not always permitted.

4. Pixabay.com — Videos Pixabay License

5. Archive.org — Movies UN
6. The Library of Congress — Digital Collections UN

7. OrangeHD.com — Stock Footage cc

8. Vimeo — Creative Commons Videos cc

9. The Library of Congress — Science Images and
Videos pPp

10. C-SPAN — U.S. Government Proceedings License


https://thenounproject.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://pixabay.com/vectors/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.pond5.com/our-licenses
http://vemaps.com
https://www.pexels.com/videos/
https://www.pexels.com/license/
https://www.pond5.com/free/footage
https://www.pond5.com/our-licenses
https://www.pond5.com/search?kw=&media=footage&type=free
https://pixabay.com/videos/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://archive.org/details/movies
https://www.loc.gov/collections/?fa=original-format:film,+video
https://www.orangehd.com/
https://vimeo.com/creativecommons
https://guides.loc.gov/science-images-and-videos
https://guides.loc.gov/science-images-and-videos
https://www.c-span.org/quickguide/
https://www.c-span.org/about/copyrightsAndLicensing/

1. YouTube — Audio Library Pborcc M U S I C

*Note that you cannot copy urls of music from YouTube’s
audio library, so when citing, include as much info about
the piece and include the url to the YouTube Audio Library.

2. Free Music Archive PDorcc

3. Archive.org — Audio uN

4. AudionautiX.comcc

5. Silverman Sound Studios cc

6. Pond5.com — Free Music Individual License

*Note that Pond5’s main site has only paid stock media,
so stay on the free pages to avoid the priced content.

7. Pond5.com — Public Domain Music PD
*Note that commercial use is not always permitted.

8. Pixabay.com — Music Pixabay License

9. Free-stock-music.com cc

10. The Library of Congress — Digital Collections uN

11. MobyGratis — Individual License

12. Musopen PD orCC

SOUND EFFECTS

1. Freesound.orq cc

2. Pixabay.com — Sound Effects pixabay License

3. Zapsplat.com — Free Sound Effects standard License


https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC/music
https://freemusicarchive.org/
https://archive.org/details/audio
https://audionautix.com/
https://www.silvermansound.com/
https://www.pond5.com/free/music
https://www.pond5.com/our-licenses
https://www.pond5.com/search?kw=&media=music&type=free
https://pixabay.com/music/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://www.free-stock-music.com/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/?fa=original-format:sound+recording
http://mobygratis.com
https://www.pond5.com/our-licenses
https://musopen.org/music/
https://freesound.org/
https://pixabay.com/sound-effects/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/
https://www.zapsplat.com/sound-effect-categories/
https://www.zapsplat.com/license-type/standard-license/
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