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We ended Career Exploration month with “Future-Ready” Planning for your Career Right After High 
School” evening panel on Tuesday, 3/31. With the unexpected rain and another event scheduled at the 
same time, we had a great turnout!  Thank you for showing up and listening to our Sara Ironside for 
moderating, Kim Hunter for Q&A, PPN for hosting the reception, and our panelists, Ben Allen, Marco 
Casalaina, Doug Ireland and Abby Scott, providing their professional and personal perspectives on how 
students can prepare for careers in the future.  
Here are few of my takeaways from the evening (paraphrased): 

●​ All but one panelist majored in one thing and through different 
experiences found their current career-pivoting, trying jobs and learning 
from them prepare you for the next job/experience. 

●​ Building skills is needed no matter the profession or industry. Be 
curious, learn how to ask the questions, listen to others, be the team player 
that works towards making the team better, learn how to be a good 
communicator-key to all aspects of life-get comfortable with being flexible 
and changing in order to grow. 

●​ Have fun, play, experiment with something, create and go for it. 
When you spend time on something you truly enjoy, it builds curiosity and 
confidence. The skills you build when something doesn’t work, problem 
solving and trying again and again are all transferable skills. 

●​ Jobs are not going away (even CS). Things are changing quickly 
and we have to be adaptable. When you’re on a team, what is your role? 
What are you adding to the group? 

●​ Be a good friend, connect with others, make good choices, own your 
voice, and try something new, different, work towards developing what is 
important to you and do it because it is important to you.  
 
When we return from spring break, we have 6 weeks left of the school year. 
After almost a year in the CCC role, I have a better understanding of the 

“busy” months. March flew by for me. Next on the docket is preparing Juniors for what comes next. I am still 
meeting with Juniors, 1:1, and hope to continue throughout the year.  When we get back from break I will send 
out a “registration” for the College Essay workshop in May.  
🪻Happy Spring Break! Ms M-L 

Important Dates 
●​ May 18, College Essay Workshop for rising seniors (class of 2027)-more info to come. We will get 

students started on their Common App essay before summer break.  
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Spring College Rep Visits 
Our last College Admission Rep visits are April 15th at 12:45 with SCAD and 1:30pm on April 21st with Rice 
University; newly added is a virtual visit from University of Montana  Please login to Naviance, then 24 hours 
prior to the visit ask your teacher to please sign the registration form. This will be your ticket to the visit. All 
visits will be in room 20.  
 
 

Seniors - Class of 2026 
I have started to have conversations with you about what to do now that you have from your colleges. Choices 
are great and also can make it very difficult to decide. Here are a few of my suggestions to help (especially if 
you are a visual processor like me): 

●​ Do a pros/cons list for each college for attending and not attending.  
●​ What are the top 5 MUST HAVES and compare the list of colleges. 
●​ If possible, check out the campus or two over spring break, to see how you feel now that these are real 

options for you. Can you imagine yourself here? 
●​ Compare your financial aid packets and truthfully answer the question, Is it worth the $ to attend this 

campus over another campus?  
●​ Are you on a waitlist? Here is a link to an article with suggestions on how to navigate waitlists. 

And as you start to hear back from colleges, please update Naviance. The more accurate data we receive from 
you, the better this tool can be for everyone who uses Naviance. It will also save you time later when you 
request where to send your final transcript. This is also a great time to hand write a note of thanks to the 
teachers, counselors, coaches and others who wrote you a letter of recommendation. Updating them on 
admission decisions keeps them in the loop and gives them an opportunity to connect with you. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
A parent shared this resource with me for students with disabilities. Like in high school, colleges are able to 
provide academic support for students with disabilities. Students, please feel encouraged to own this process. 
When we know what type of learner we are, what tools we need to be successful, the better the educational 
experience. Everyone learns differently and if you have accommodations in high school, you want to make 
sure your future college knows how to support you. Being a part of this process is key to your success. 
 
In addition, here are some great resources shared by a colleague: 

●​ CIP in Berkeley: College Internship Program 
●​ College Link Program at Cal State East Bay: They support students in domains like social skills, 

independent living, etc.  
●​ College Living Experience (CLE): CLE Monterey linked with community college in Monterey and then 

students transfer to Monterey State.  
●​ Gap Year Program : SOAR 
●​ Landmark College in Vermont 
●​ Mansfield Hall- Eugene, Oregon: They help with the transition to college or community college away 

from home.  

https://www.scad.edu/
https://www.rice.edu/
https://www.rice.edu/
https://www.umt.edu/
https://phs.piedmont.k12.ca.us/college-center/naviance-connection
https://we-ha.com/college-bound-should-i-wait-on-the-waitlist/
https://drc.ucsc.edu/resources/families-allies/
https://cipworldwide.org/cip-berkeley/?utm_term=autism%20program&utm_campaign=CIP+Berkeley&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_tgt=kwd-12557461&hsa_ad=691153045909&hsa_acc=6481837925&hsa_grp=49001474097&hsa_mt=b&hsa_cam=67038185&hsa_kw=autism%20program&hsa_ver=3&hsa_src=g&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw47i_BhBTEiwAaJfPpjCUlWMvxToGNhOaQpSpFBa1_NGfXKdI7pyRCPk0aNlQJmB-ZJgsexoC2G8QAvD_BwE
https://www.csueastbay.edu/clp/
https://experiencecle.com/monterey-california/
https://soarnc.org/gap-year/
https://www.landmark.edu/
https://mansfieldhall.org/choose-your-perfect-option-for-college-success/?utm_term=mansfield%20hall&utm_campaign=google_search_brand&utm_source=google_search&utm_medium=ppc&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw47i_BhBTEiwAaJfPpnHicMEtPbNnXkc4r94VOuUAs0f3rE6xDssWaGp-YagwD9l417cRrxoCsC0QAvD_BwE
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Standardized Testing (SAT/ACT) - time to sign up! 

The College Board has opened their dates to register for the SAT. Please create an account and pick a date 
that works for you. The sooner you do this the better your chances of getting your preferred location.  

These test dates and deadlines apply to all students—U.S. and international—taking the SAT: 

SAT Test Date* Registration Deadline Deadline for Changes, Regular Cancellation 
& Late Registration** 

Aug. 23, 2025 Aug. 8, 2025 Aug. 12, 2025 

Sept. 13, 2025 Aug. 29, 2025 Sept. 2, 2025 

Oct. 4, 2025 Sept. 19, 2025 Sept. 23, 2025 

Nov. 8, 2025 Oct. 24, 2025 Oct. 28, 2025 

Dec. 6, 2025 Nov. 21, 2025 Nov. 25, 2025 

March 14, 2026 Feb. 27, 2026 March 3, 2026 

May 2, 2026 Apr. 17, 2026 April 21, 2026 

June 6, 2026 May 22, 2026 May 26, 2026 

*Students who need to borrow a device from the College Board will need to register and request 

their device earlier than the registration deadline—at least 30 days before test day. 

**Late registration is available worldwide. Additional fees apply. 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/device-lending
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/fees
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ACT 2026 National Test Dates Schedule  

Test Date Regular 
Registration 
Deadline 
Late Fee Applies 
After This Date 

Late Registration 
Deadline 

Photo Upload and 
Standby Deadline 

September 6, 2025 August 1 August 19 August 29 

October 18, 2025 September 12 September 30 October 10 

December 13, 2025 November 7 November 24 December 5 

February 14, 2026 January 9 January 23 February 6 

April 11, 2026 March 6 March 24 April 3 

June 13, 2026 May 8 May 29 June 5 

July 11, 2026* June 5 June 24 July 3 

Juniors  
Students Rising Above has a program, SOAR, where it provides support, mentorship, and resources to 
succeed in college and beyond for first generation students. If you are interested in learning more about their 
program, check out linktr.ee/soarapplications. The 1st year program deadline is April 24th, 2026. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/test-dates.html
https://studentsrisingabove.org/
http://linktr.ee/soarapplications
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U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
The United States Military Academy at West Point is excited to offer your rising seniors (current juniors) the 
Summer Leaders Experience (SLE)—a rigorous five-day, overnight immersion led entirely by current West 
Point cadets. 
SLE offers an authentic look at cadet life and challenges students academically, militarily, physically, and 
socially. Participants will experience: 
Hands-on academic workshops: Choose from 17 sessions taught by West Point faculty. 
Physical and military training: Army PT workouts, obstacle courses (indoor and outdoor), the Candidate Fitness 
Assessment (CFA), and more. 
Leadership and character development: Team-building exercises, the Leader Reaction Course, ethics 
discussions, and cadet-led activities. 
Check out the SLE 2025 VIDEO to learn more about the experience. 
 
Students can choose between three SLE sessions: 
 
Session 1: May 30 – June 3 
Session 2: June 5 – June 9 
Session 3: June 11 – June 15 
 
Applications for SLE open on February 15, and selections will be made on a rolling basis starting March 15. 
When high school students submit this application, it also completes the first part of the West Point application 
process. Ideal candidates will demonstrate academic excellence, leadership within their community, and a 
readiness to take on physical challenges. West Point provides scholarships to cover the $495 SLE fee and 
travel expenses for students with documented financial need. 
 
Learn more here: West Point Summer Leaders Experience Apply to SLE: SLE Application 
 
Interested in learning more about the military academies? We are hoping to have US Air Force Academy 
present before the end of the school year. Did you know that to apply to an Academy, the application opens in 
March for Juniors? There are so many steps to apply and it 
takes much longer than a typical college application. 

All Grade Levels 

UCs/CSUs Data: 
As you consider the majors for UCs and CSUs next year, 
consider reviewing the data collected by SF Chronicle for each 
CSU and UC by major; you no longer need a SF Gate account 
to view this information. This information may help guide your 
decision on majors and campuses for next year. Remember, it is 
always important to double check this information with the 
admissions office of each campus.Additionally, please check out 
the data provided by SF Gate on UCs and CSUs by major and campus. 

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.9EIdx9SSuBeanwtvCgIyf3CcFZ4ETIvRo-WZMzVdhEm_qD7QgapilgwHLtF9AOKcowiko6ZjGtUOlJX95Hy5OIM0tdzPa02dwiW5YkaSlJjP20dZ2wSy7eZKLt_SXtFVrOvBiFaEdDBg3km9KHQmB2a-iyJIDlKUY7hbq8yxxEZTINR8rSe8-f9ir7SrQ9NZgLGf3_LP-bOSAXt3O9BCPa9x5tiRAw2WTGulRL92Gw-XRvZdsjR5CTOA9wJDHl788NgashiYpN2TcnXwYGMu01kbtgoslrc8oCKmPCxUEOW7X3YqEEJ6AVkAIMqAoBAJ2chPURlKdEAYl55NJHZoJLXWjipbuMqMX4YvMuncMncZ6Ja0AUHLKRPL_dKfNNripHGp8HDNO8iSIsnpbVget3Ek2bIyzphO9B6NcXYL51pHYm5t3ZyqDOOgrs9lgP-NwouvQosePQVpYmaUX0LGYBlPHBqvTPi3C4KDAoeeHWKIdCfXhEkEsJuY3AIqCT3dYnDoDvx3i1zGagHpngv_w74pBGZs5cuJ9yU4amqsBa8iUoOwwOcn7O2AKQoSh2_1lZcSHQ5ZGnBer6DpHYVhwVCV3PXKiJksMw1y6xwy_Qc/4o3/npINYY7UR4-d3IMnivNW2w/h0/h001.L2WzVQVbhYXVe_14Vk5me3E8ww4-9syhf8i2UBkdBmQ
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.9EIdx9SSuBeanwtvCgIyf3CcFZ4ETIvRo-WZMzVdhEm_qD7QgapilgwHLtF9AOKcowiko6ZjGtUOlJX95Hy5OBDRpJVvd62Dtx85fpYhdWZdq6x_OoL4LfwZvlxAkqHf7ufNVSsIOILtvJZQBI4MMvYFdGtHmMYVOAgcMFuBsOG-laDQHKZop5Y96n82-z6TK29vFgVfybjJVLg1snPhU0LaRzEAyGF599gCxyvPm-aqg8-4FM2QVvSx3BFxvTBtmMGlsAF2yLvjL3iEnCSwJnZZPXlFKfTxmNf2qyz54Qs5uSRp9xgIvEiDPUJDf64FBeJaycyBD0hWqGhIhi1BifmuS5e_wpwl8NepBNqcW2X3g_5Q5kCKRsnTKx5MdUHcSH_xjixEZXkYcByxJY14o0pghzx_R9jNmUvT6xhahRSSuBs1ITSfL5P7uEcarJWe-ynoF-qOYx-ZRRXEacO9Ufvnm9FrAR47lU0A0C73lPhzjtWjjv76higkmoyuKGlEv8r0TDCu484Umc0I_vk90gSF8ZyJTuQeD2s952WvIqsIRr2YE3jFGLrLEA2YTrgMw5a68owNIWXNuTeY5Wec16lNSGCv1_FvwouIgvz2LMwcUZYiOnaquXLBWK61jcA-/4o3/npINYY7UR4-d3IMnivNW2w/h1/h001.l2a_h6WX8wd5kFoA_ax_KIPwOtoGx4icULRB1heWexA
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.9EIdx9SSuBeanwtvCgIyf3CcFZ4ETIvRo-WZMzVdhEm_qD7QgapilgwHLtF9AOKcowiko6ZjGtUOlJX95Hy5OCJRcuA7RiNYXJ6lLuRUPCOSaKdY5tvPLIUG0tPzi1opXY_PmMcU7UorFe8OrFsz4TZ2JSiR2PIksjT_rhu0Gc_vv1JpYJ7-MD7gwzkQ8AB9vfKJ6S9VGWFs6Em3-XZ_iLQaFDRmrwAwfCBq62yhrv8lLswAdjMBly_1KD6VUaD_xI5A-MIuX7LExVrCdDfPnkUq_2VMy7bhPj1S6G4lHZ3Yp6kZ0SCie-yZJF4FK9TppYNq5fzvHe56qM0ZPTuaew0m10yOY9106BY042c1182Uc9roaSw06nYCfV9xmv8pMn4Q3Pn_06tSlh_bBZ9cp8mGB3SBk1-XaSa7tTzkXV7C99IeE8tce9KtRefuIbI6LHX_FoBGYxjGYonIHbkVerS9irVdYuusU-P8C1KDFoj6xJ0uTXulHqI2tDYWp9jgyn8Tt4rhGDwwqvuJDNGkTwQffvvWBk6C3bfsp-H-LngfxzMshHsOafS_drIsSFGkSiQLvKikTx6WeiCvYNfmssg2FrMbViXMrdlIZqNosDs/4o3/npINYY7UR4-d3IMnivNW2w/h2/h001.Dj7Rnn2yuKdilSO9P3yT8wSHZPh5r3wbtIOPTeVcN_o
https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/california-college-admissions/acceptance-rates/ucla/?sid=67eee50738670ed32f0dcac3&ss=P&st_rid=null&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=feature&utm_campaign=sfcn%20%7C%20editorial%20features
https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/california-college-admissions/acceptance-rates/ucla/?sid=67eee50738670ed32f0dcac3&ss=P&st_rid=null&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=feature&utm_campaign=sfcn%20%7C%20editorial%20features
https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/california-college-admissions/acceptance-rates/ucla/?sid=67eee50738670ed32f0dcac3&ss=P&st_rid=null&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=feature&utm_campaign=sfcn%20%7C%20editorial%20features
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UC Application Our Admission Experts Weigh In : Great article from UC on what they want to see in the UC 
Application. Check it out! 
 
Additionally here is a link to colleges with generous merit aid. And this link will take you to Colleges that Meet 
Full (financial) Need.  
Buyer/Seller Info: During the Financial Aid Night in November, a parent brought up this term, from Jeff 
Selingo, about how to approach the college list. Here is a link to a video to learn more..  

 
FLY-IN Programs are typically all-expenses-paid campus visits offered by colleges and universities to 
prospective students, typically those from underrepresented backgrounds or first-generation college students. 
These programs cover travel, lodging, meals, and sometimes provide a stipend for extra costs, allowing 
students to experience campus life before making a college decision. 

Work/Employment/Internship Opportunities 
Recently I have had students come to me re: internships. And unfortunately the notices for internships have 
slowed down (most recent one below is Norman Mineta-thank you LInda). And this article from US News and 
World Report emphasizes what I’ve told students: start with who you know and see what you can find. The 
article gives other suggestions to pursue. One of the presenters at the PPN Panel said informational 
interviews are a great way to learn about careers. It is important to think about the skills you want to 
develop and  
 
The Alameda County Registrar of Voters (ROV) is preparing to appoint Student Election Workers for 
the Tuesday, June 2, 2026, Statewide Primary Election. Students who participate can earn up to $535 while 
contributing to their community through this hands-on “Civics in Action” program. 
Students are also encouraged to share this opportunity with friends and family who may be interested in 
earning extra income and gaining community service experience. 
 
Alameda County Election Student Election Worker Application Form 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 
 
Be at least 16 years old on or before Election Day 
Maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher 
Obtain permission from a parent/guardian and a school administrator 
(Note: School approval is not required for weekend hours) 
Work Schedule Options: 
Students who are available for more days have a greater chance of being appointed. 
 
Saturday, May 30: 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 31: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, June 1: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 2 (Election Day): 6:00 a.m. – 9:00 
p.m. 

 
Contact Information: 
Registrar of Voters Office 
1225 Fallon Street, Room G-1 
Oakland, CA 94612 

https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/whats-most-important-part-uc-application-our-admissions-experts-weigh?mc_cid=ca687bb312&mc_eid=269dffbb42
https://www.collegekickstart.com/blog/item/colleges-with-generous-merit-aid
https://www.appily.com/guidance/counselors/affording-college/us-colleges-meet-need
https://www.appily.com/guidance/counselors/affording-college/us-colleges-meet-need
https://jeffselingo.com/which-colleges-are-really-buyers-and-which-are-sellers#:~:text=The%20NEW%20FALL%202025%20Buyers,chances%20for%20receiving%20merit%20aid.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/articles/how-to-find-a-high-school-internship
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/articles/how-to-find-a-high-school-internship
https://alamedacountyregistrarofvoters.cmail20.com/t/j-l-yddyzty-hhuiduuili-r/
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Rov.Pollworker@acgov.org (510) 272-6971 
 
 
Norman Mineta Bay Area High School Summer Academy Internship 
Applications are now open for the 2026 Norman Mineta Bay Area High School Academy, a paid summer program 
that introduces students to careers in transportation, housing, environmental justice, air quality, and regional 
leadership. Students learn directly from agencies like MTC, ABAG, BCDC, and the Bay Area Air District, build real 
skills, and connect their everyday experiences to how public decisions get made. 
The four week program runs in July, is mostly virtual, includes a stipend and certificate, and is open to Bay Area high 
school students ages 15+ who have completed 9th grade. GPA is not a factor. Space is limited. 
Applications close April 27, 2026 at 10:00 p.m. ⏰ 
 
 
 
Aquatics Program Coordinator for the City of Oakland Parks, Recreation and Youth Development. For 
any questions, students can contact me directly at LSykes@oaklandca.gov. 

Quick Details​
• Certification participants must be 15 or older by the first day of class​
• City hiring starts at 16 and older​
• Seats are limited, so early registration is encouraged 

These programs provide students with the opportunity to earn money, learn lifelong skills, and build confidence 
while giving back to their community. 

Already Certified? We’re Hiring! 
 Lifeguard Application 
Water Safety 
 
 

https://mtc.ca.gov/jobs-contracts/job-opportunities/internships-summer-academy/norman-mineta-high-school-summer-academy
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/oaklandca/jobs/4761539/lifeguard-part-time-continuous?keywords=Lifeguard&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/oaklandca/jobs/4765787/water-safety-instructor-pt-continuous?keywords=water%20safety&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
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summer camp positions have just been posted on CalOpps at 
calopps.org/city-of-orinda. 

Scholarships, Community College and more… 
Education Team of the Diablo Black Men's Group. We are a nonprofit social organization that also sponsors 
scholarships for African American young men who are seniors in high school that intend to enter a community 
college or 4 year university. 
Requirements: 

●​ African American young men who are seniors in high school with intentions to enter college as our 
scholarship checks are written to the college they will be attending. 

●​ They must be attending and graduating high school in Alameda or Contra Costa Counties in 2026. 
●​ They must complete our online scholarship application on our website (dbmg.org) by the deadline. 
●​ Awardees of scholarship are required to be available to be videotaped for a  promotional video and 

attend Awards Night (usually the same day). 
●​ The current deadline is April 30, 2026. 

Specifics about Scholarship: 

●​ One time payment to the college (4 year or Community). 
●​ Scholarships range from $1000 to $5000. 
●​ Other information can be found on the scholarship application form. 

 
National Parent Volunteer Association Scholarships 
Each year NPVA offers merit-based scholarships for students who are committed to volunteering and making a 
difference in their communities. Our scholarships are open to students pursuing undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. Applicants must: 

https://www.calopps.org/city-of-orinda
https://dbmg.org/scholarship-program.html
http://dbmg.org/
https://www.parent-volunteer.org/scholarships
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●​ Be currently enrolled or plan to be enrolled part-time or full-time in an accredited U.S. college or 

university. Vocational/technical, two-year, four-year, or graduate institutions are eligible. 
●​ Be a high school junior or senior, undergraduate student, or graduate student 
●​ Have a grade point average of 2.5 or above on a 4.0 system 
●​ Recipients must provide an official transcript confirming their reported GPA and proof of enrollment. No 

transcript or proof of enrollment is required until after students are selected as winners 

.          
 
I try to update the bulletin board outside the CCC office (back door), across from room 24B, with scholarships 
and other opportunities for students. Please check it out. I have recently added information about CA 
Community Colleges for students to check out: Laney, DVC, College of Alameda. Remember, CCC is a great 
pathway to earning a 4 year degree. 
 

California Alarm Association Are you a child of active duty peace officers or firefighters in the 
State of California, graduating from high school? The members of the CAA offer 10 regional chapter 
scholarships (a minimum of $1000 each) and one $6000 state scholarship. Application due April 7, 2026.  
 

Wa Sung Community Service Club Merit Award Scholarships 
Wa Sung Community Service Club began awarding scholarships in 1957 to outstanding students of Asian 
descent graduating from high schools in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. Since then over 800 
scholarships have been awarded. The scholarships are funded from the Perpetual Scholarship Fund, 
fundraising events, and generous donations from individuals. Each year, 10 to 15 scholarships of $1,500 each 
are awarded. We usually accept applications between March and April, and hold the award ceremony in May. 
Interested applicants should check the Wa Sung website in March for scholarship information and for 
downloading the application form. Applications are evaluated based on a number of criteria including scholastic 
achievement, extracurricular activities, community service activities, leadership, and financial need. 
Membership in Wa Sung Community Service Club is not required.The deadline date and time to receive the 
complete application packet is April 5, 2026 at 11:59 PM PST. Applicants will be notified by the last week of 
April. All decisions of the Scholarship Committee are final. ​ 
Click here to Apply to 2026 Merit Scholarship 

https://www.caaonline.org/programs/youth-scholarship-program/
https://www.wasung.org/merit-scholarship
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDogQGRvGCnFXD9wmMpirWzl8x7xOG-9wAzFh9cYO_45iRUQ/viewform?usp=header
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Golden Gate Section of the Society of Women Engineers 
(SWE-GGS)-Deadline extended to April 10, 2026 

●​ Graduating female students from Bay Area high schools who plan to pursue degrees in engineering or 
computer science. Incoming or current community college students who plan to transfer to a 4-year 
accredited university are also considered for our scholarships awards. Due April 3, 2026. 

 
Link to many current scholarships. This list is updated weekly! Please check out the link for 
others not listed above. 

●​ And here is a link to Scholarships.com Scholarships for the 2025-26 school year. This list has many 
small and large $ scholarships, some essays, some not.  

●​ Here’s a great link to books for both admissions and how to pay for college. 

Here is a link on ways to craft the essays for scholarships. 
Scholarships are available for all students to research and apply at every grade level. This means you can 
apply for scholarships in 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade. The earlier you start applying, the more financially 
aware and prepared you will be when you’re ready to pay for college. It takes time to find the scholarships, so 
set aside 30 minutes a week (at least) to get started.  
 
And here is a great link from UC Davis with great advice when researching scholarships! 
 
And here are a few good websites to use for your search are: 
 

●​ Scholarships.com: daily/monthly scholarships are sent to your email address. Some have essays, 
some not.  

●​ College Board Big Futures: matches scholarships based on student interests 
●​ FastWeb Scholarships: similar to above 
●​ Cappex: need to create an account to have access to scholarships 
●​ CollegeXpress: can search by major 
●​ StudentScholarships: I just discovered this website. New to me. 
●​ Individual college campuses: check the websites for each college you’re applying to and search 

scholarships. For example: University of Puget Sound 
●​ Local organizations (i.e. Kiwanis, Elks) 
●​ Parent/Guardian places of employment (i.e. Chevron) 
●​ Eastbayconsortium.org 
●​ APIA Scholarships 
●​ CareerOneStop 
●​ Minority Scholarship Opportunities 
●​ Scholarships for Women 
●​ Colleges that Meet 100% Demonstrated Need for US Students Regardless of Citizenship Status 
●​ Women’s Golf Scholarships (the link is general, so you need to search for eligibility) 
●​ Top 175 Scholarships (another site, shared by a parent, a little easier to read/navigate) 

https://ggs.swe.org/scholarship-information/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oX42uqnAR-5Te1fE-gKs3hl3v-6OMLbtT3K0mvdYUMg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarship-directory/school-year/high-school-senior
https://grownandflown.com/best-college-admissions-books/
https://tribunecontentagency.com/article/kids-and-money-tips-for-writing-winning-college-scholarship-essays/
https://financialaid.ucdavis.edu/scholarships/tips/outside
http://scholarships.com
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/articles/scholarships-for-high-school-seniors?utm_source=external_educator&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=HSCM_nlet2024-25
https://www.appily.com/
https://www.collegexpress.com/scholarships/search
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarships
https://www.pugetsound.edu/admission/cost-aid/scholarships-grants#scholars
http://eastbayconsortium.org
https://apiascholars.org/scholarships/
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx
https://www.collegescholarships.org/other-minority-scholarships.htm
https://www.scholarshipsforwomen.net/minorities/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefM8vns7sOEyu4n0tmowFvfJTXDlxaOIIG9Ua1OLqJUJBELw/viewform?usp=header
https://apply-lpga.smapply.io/prog/lst/
https://www.mometrix.com/blog/scholarships-for-college/
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All Grade Levels 

Upcoming April 14th: How to be “Uniquely You”: Authenticity in College 
Admissions. May 6: Navigating College Admissions, July 15: Show Me the 
Money, August 19: College Admissions Q&A for SeniorsThe link below will 
lead you to this event. 

 

 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-and-career-planning-event-sessions.html?utm_campaign=34774172-K12%20%7C%20Webinar%20%7C%20My%20Journey%20%7C%20FY26%20%7C%202026%20Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ItcC1NUfD-FzvjWu6HSFXGi3tc0GPxwLsp2Ippv9btBjIq-vj4_FyHKt_zHALXcO2NT27s7MdOkqdyceaVDmC1cLzlabw-movB3_yUb1aVScZFp0&_hsmi=405061735&utm_content=405061735&utm_source=hs_automation
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SUMMER Opportunities 
 
The Jimmy Awards seeks two Student Reporters from around the country to travel to New York and cover the 
Jimmy Awards on Monday, June 22, 2026, on the official Jimmy Awards social media channels. Applicants 

must be currently enrolled in a high school producing a Qualifying Show 
adjudicated by an official Regional Awards Program (RAP) of the Jimmy 
Awards during the 2025-26 school year. Applicants must be submitted by 
a participating RAP with a maximum of two (2) submissions per RAP. 
Applicants must not be students who are competing to participate as a 
nominee in the Jimmy Awards. Applicant submissions are due to The 
Jimmy Awards by 5pm ET on Monday, April 13. 
The Jimmy Awards will provide the following for the two selected 
students plus one chaperone each: 

●​ Round-trip airfare 
●​ Overnight lodging for Saturday, June 20; Sunday, June 21; and 

Monday, June 22 
●​ Breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Sunday, June 21, and Monday, 

June 22 
●​ Tickets to the ceremony at Broadway’s Minskoff Theatre 
●​ After-Party passes 

Other Opportunities 

Community College 

CA Community College Summer Courses are rolling out. Check out a class to learn something new and not 
available in PUSD. This is a great opportunity for all high school students to explore a subject that you’re 
thinking of majoring in, take a deeper dive into a hobby like photography or culinary arts, get some exercise 
with the physical education classes, or get curious about a trade. All high school students take these courses 
for free, or a nominal fee for supplies. And by taking a class you are building your college transcript. Taking a 
UC or CSU approved course will work towards earning credit in college too. Here is a link to a document I 
created on how to search for courses in the Peralta system. 
 
Summer Python Coding, This hands-on college level class designed to introduce students to the world of 
python through fun, engaging, and skill-building activities.  Best of all, it’s completely free for students. Students 
can work through to receive college credit and work towards DVC certificate for data analytics. 
 
Interested in the Trades, check out this article for more information. 

https://www.jimmyawards.com/participation/student-reporter-search
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17XRGlAwjOyh19KeKpIWziGfXWEtYfXIk-ayItYCRX1g/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=aKjoLX0iqkmHRkCzjtznY42wjYuMkeBLupP0kgkbfmlUQlY2TE4yVFVUTENBMU5BR0tRWllIVFdIWC4u&route=shorturl
https://fortune.com/2025/09/14/meet-23-year-old-electrician-gen-z-skipped-college-his-own-boss-6-figures/
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Pre-College Summer Programs  
REGISTER NOW Summer sessions open now to apply! I’ve updated the Pre-College list for summer 
opportunities. Many are in person and have applications to complete with deadlines. Please check those out if 
you’re interested. 
 
Most of these programs charge a fee. And some have scholarships. If you’re looking for a scholarship to 
participate, it is recommended that you apply early and inquire directly about these scholarships. Here is a link 
to Free/Lower Fee Pre-College Summer Programs. Check each out to learn more about their programs and 
deadlines. 
 
PUSD does not promote any of these programs, I’m sharing them from emails received at the College/Career 
Center. Students should do what they feel will best reflect their interests and not for college application 
purposes. 
The following programs are available throughout the year: 

●​ Dartmouth PreCollege Online 
●​ Rice University Pre-College 
●​ Notre Dame Pre-College Online 
●​ Northwestern Pre-College Online 
●​ Georgetown University Pre-College Online 
●​ Wake Forest Pre-College 
●​ New York Tech Business Bootcamp-Free workshops for high school students 
●​ Harvard Medical Pre-College Online Certification 

The following programs are for the summer only: 
●​ UCSC Silicon Valley Extension Pre-College 
●​ Seattle University Pre-College 
●​ Northeastern Pre-College-Residential and Online Programs 
●​ Indiana University Bloomington Pre-College Programs 
●​ Brown Pre-College: application is open now, rolling admission until full. 
●​ RISD Pre-College *Use coupon code PCOSUMMER26 to save $250 on tuition for RISD Pre-College 

Online. Offer expires 11:59 pm ET on 11/26/25. Offer does not apply to previous class purchases and 
cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Offer subject to change or cancellation without 
notice. 

●​ Smith Pre-College (in person summer): Deadline March 1st 
●​ LeHigh Iacocca Global Entrepreneurship Intensive (in person): Priority Admission Deadline 2/15/26 
●​ Carnegie Mellon Pre-College (in person): Early Deadline 2/1, Regular Deadline 3/1 
●​ UW-Badger Pre-College (in person) Application opens 1/12/26. 1st come 1st serve. 
●​ University of Montana Summer Exploration Program (in person): rolling until April 15th 
●​ Fordham Pre-College Program: Deadline: April 30, 2026 
●​ UNC Asheville Pre-College Program-rolling admissions 
●​ Colorado College Summer Pre-College Program: priority deadline February 1st. 
●​ Emory Pre-College Program: January 26th Regular Submission; final deadline March 1st 
●​ Emmanuel College:July 18–August 1, 2026, has a Summer Nursing program 
●​ Stanford Summer Humanities Institute (due date February 2nd) 
●​ Stanford Pre-Collegiate Summer Program (due date March 13) 

https://www.appily.com/guidance/counselors/college-greenlight/free-pre-college-summer-programs?mkt_tok=NzMyLUdLVi02NTUAAAGfpE5I98QRC2BX_5uratI8sOksMWxJybuyn-hF2URizIj3-zCYivuGPVKewrhnSZQmUm3fKtqyHtk4MTJ6aoRf70TvJ-1ozM0RX7KizrFhQ0bhdUGZ1Q
https://precollegeonline.dartmouth.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dc_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=aug2025
https://precollege.rice.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ri_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=aug2025
https://precollegeonline.nd.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nd_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=aug2025
https://precollege.northwestern.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nu_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=nov2025
https://georgetown.precollegeprograms.org/
https://wfuonline.precollegeprograms.org/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wf_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=sep2025
https://www.nyit.edu/academics/management/programs-for-high-school-students/business-bootcamp/?utm_campaign=businessbootcamp&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate
https://pc.hms.harvard.edu/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hm_counselorleadsmonthly&utm_content=oct2025
https://www.ucsc-extension.edu/pre-college
https://www.seattleu.edu/pre-college-summer-programs/
https://precollegeprograms.northeastern.edu/at-a-glance/
https://precollege.indiana.edu/?utm_source=adms-counselor-newsletter-april&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=oem-recruitment&utm_content=precollege-programs
https://precollege.brown.edu/apply?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=26_03_01_Warming&utm_content=important+application+deadlines
https://ce.risd.edu/youth-programs/?utm_campaign=26pc&utm_content=promo-fall-opportunities&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate
https://www.smith.edu/academics/departments-programs-courses/precollege-programs
https://global.lehigh.edu/iacocca-institute/IGEI
https://www.cmu.edu/pre-college/
https://precollege.wisc.edu/classes/?topics=Badger%20Summer%20Scholars%20Senior%7CSenior%20Session/?utm_source=admissions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=precollege26&utm_content=precollege26_admissions_highlights_counselor_26134
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewH5coa8r-9hgSCI6p1A0SYBMSKLg_w5fQ10g7Ejb3UUg8T7l6g-LCtr0RWLRG1EhROkYLHGxmgSX6X_az_rwzoo/4o0/tdW5ykxgQtOqcO6Ah2G_JQ/h1/h001.8HkFV5UUp4ScJhW1GiGtoKskWO5vvqZLa3J-PJqdLIQ
https://www.fordham.edu/summer-session/pre-college-programs/summer-leaders-academy/
https://go.unca.edu/precollege/
https://www.coloradocollege.edu/admission/pre-college/index.html
https://oxford.emory.edu/academics/pre-college-program/index.html
https://www.emmanuel.edu/about/whats-happening/research-partnerships-initiatives/high-school-summer-programs/leaders-tomorrow?utm_campaign=sc&utm_content=jannews&utm_medium=email&utm_source=slate&utm_term=ay26
https://summerhumanities.spcs.stanford.edu/?utm_campaign=su26&utm_medium=email_HS&utm_source=slate
https://spcsonlineapp.stanford.edu/files/SU26_SPCS_Flyer_TeachCoun.pdf?utm_campaign=su26&utm_medium=email_HS&utm_source=slate


COLLEGE & CAREER CENTER NEWSLETTER 
●​ Great Books Summer Programs (various locations) 
●​ Harvey Mudd College is launching ASPIRE March 15 priority application deadline and will continue to 

review applications on a rolling basis after that date as long as space remains available. 
●​ Sports Industry Academy | Hosted at UC Santa BarbaraJuly 12-17, 2026 (fee increases after March 1) 
●​ UCLA Summer Arts:  Application opens February 18th 

○​ Summer Art Institute: Learn drawing, painting, photography, and sculpture, from the nation's 
#1 ranked graduate fine arts program 

○​ AI & Art Summer Institute: Only program of its kind exploring the intersection of artificial 
intelligence and art 

○​ Design Media Arts Summer Institute: Explore design across 2D and 3D worldbuilding, motion 
design, and interactive media 

○​ Game Lab Summer Institute: Learn game design as an artistic practice  
○​ TeenArch Summer Institute: Experience a college level architectural studio 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
KQED recently posted what non profits are saying “actually helps” when it comes to volunteering. And they 
provided a link to HandsOn Bay Area’s calendar of volunteer projects throughout the Bay Area.  
 
Quick pointers included: 

●​ It’s ok to start small, try out different roles, 
●​ Want to work with animals, consider volunteering outside the shelters, 
●​ Be open to “under the radar” volunteering opportunities, 
●​ What specialized skills do you offer (i.e speak/write in another language)? 
●​ Find less popular times to volunteer (November and December are usually full while January and 

February get a drop in volunteers) 
 

 
  
LAKESIDE PARK 
They are looking for volunteers for the residents. 
Interested in reading, playing board games, lead 
sing-a-longs, play musical instruments, assist with art 
activities, or simple conversation is appreciated. Contact 
Grant Haywood if interested: 510-588-5721 
 
Dress Best For Less is looking for volunteers. If you’re 
interested please contact Nagisa Yamamoto (former 
PHS parent) at or nagisa2000@gmail.com
510–206-0035 

 

mailto:Nagisa2000@gmail.com
https://greatbookssummer.com/select-a-program/?grade%5B%5D=24&season%5B%5D=summer
https://www.hmc.edu/aspire/
https://www.sportsindustryacademy.com/program-application
https://fydbvjhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igePOXg06vRzRuVSt_xcv8m2WHy25M8zZv-Bm7DVEomhMUGHToEXCGCkkB_QUkhNwBAwfGboG9LoettWvU5oV83ca8X7rymb6HmzAv6yFSvUfUyvBnY2z19PH77KoXWOcXbA8dZRSiOLJC_IXCXYJi_-GoQEh5OjmVEdgmSsnSC-Lw6LOTiAradYBBGG91uTGs0xgDG-pXU3wMIrrcuSzp4mPZ2gRjBWv6j6EToqOwEp2pGc44K4nfm5Q4Dk_NC8qa_WOBheNiRwmEy2oSZGAg==&c=vu-Lfo17vp-1X3fNX8cgDZ0yzI5mdObc3U5-WQ8yY5rK4y_gYTiW9g==&ch=c5fWDHEz_IFLarAccRy32hRs0Wm6jEmIgMj-i49CxqsvvtsqAtcCaw==
https://fydbvjhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igePOXg06vRzRuVSt_xcv8m2WHy25M8zZv-Bm7DVEomhMUGHToEXCGCkkB_QUkhN_SC2CkRnhvB6iYJSpejj0JkVRx08UJx0mNfc0iQW7HXHYIvHIVU9SiSD0UJPt2cjiwXVC-30DMxjDX9MXxPdYxxbzJketfkU2lxCgLe4B3kt_dLFgroOw134ojehWTpwpZ31tlnphk9TUBfucvQrw0vHWbUNsmidawOpCJxyokB9dZImxwU5ezigxuActKNkShzFnO3yqvhG-SHN1FFGVQ==&c=vu-Lfo17vp-1X3fNX8cgDZ0yzI5mdObc3U5-WQ8yY5rK4y_gYTiW9g==&ch=c5fWDHEz_IFLarAccRy32hRs0Wm6jEmIgMj-i49CxqsvvtsqAtcCaw==
https://fydbvjhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igePOXg06vRzRuVSt_xcv8m2WHy25M8zZv-Bm7DVEomhMUGHToEXCGCkkB_QUkhNnTgnjj5VH5haavWAW-KySHFazgwDb97FodXk4EOkmjW1_qMtF0jvX-aSIGShAl2IzoC-PazmKmoTaSQHng9lU5UKl8KLKI08-lSbPtOuJeHjWbKJATt7I9rOtdIlrDLkTZEyEhBat3CKqsn3aQoSTy10TfInvBsFsuS_i6G_thNm0J9v88EjBjGE_eRablTejmfVwMPyVff4e5jWCWGxIQ==&c=vu-Lfo17vp-1X3fNX8cgDZ0yzI5mdObc3U5-WQ8yY5rK4y_gYTiW9g==&ch=c5fWDHEz_IFLarAccRy32hRs0Wm6jEmIgMj-i49CxqsvvtsqAtcCaw==
https://fydbvjhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igePOXg06vRzRuVSt_xcv8m2WHy25M8zZv-Bm7DVEomhMUGHToEXCGCkkB_QUkhNjIzv03Vt4AjBMs3N0PBj9apxa0X6vScPm8654D1nlwuDtfm4pI0nEHCUv4A6vJspHvG-x6nYfS22P0ZhOlYERA3rXfaPSEVCIIUZN4raoAvYZ6EpGnUddPWzsOkeRjxNkPXM6B1Pr-RQ6AR9v8rDyEL4R6XeYPjYXAGDf9Tv3dxTystBeE8YeBMy4rc1c1gF7mvc2cVidfIPmM8HzEj3JQ==&c=vu-Lfo17vp-1X3fNX8cgDZ0yzI5mdObc3U5-WQ8yY5rK4y_gYTiW9g==&ch=c5fWDHEz_IFLarAccRy32hRs0Wm6jEmIgMj-i49CxqsvvtsqAtcCaw==
https://fydbvjhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igePOXg06vRzRuVSt_xcv8m2WHy25M8zZv-Bm7DVEomhMUGHToEXCGCkkB_QUkhNPB4U-NZEkudOBp3M0kCkH5vPU0e-o25nw7k5pWSb8IW4KaH47ZrwP2APHzfb1n_DkXRwIjpWGYcCJFih8w2IwKp9I-BR1tBmZ1NSKB4LR89BLe8LukXH8abFnMctJUtJ&c=vu-Lfo17vp-1X3fNX8cgDZ0yzI5mdObc3U5-WQ8yY5rK4y_gYTiW9g==&ch=c5fWDHEz_IFLarAccRy32hRs0Wm6jEmIgMj-i49CxqsvvtsqAtcCaw==
https://www.handsonbayarea.org/calendar
https://dressbestforless.org/
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College and Career Center Director 

Ms. Manalo-LeClair “Ms M-L”  —  College & Career Center Director 
Email smanalo-leclair@piedmont.k12.ca.us 

Schedule a 30-minute appointment with me. 
 

Post-High School Planning Checklists: 

→ Freshman Year 
→ Sophomore Year 
→ Junior Year 

→ Senior: Fall Semester 
→ Senior: Spring Semester 

Naviance Guide 
✧​ Here is a Written guide and a Video guide to aid in your navigation of Naviance as a post-high school 

planning tool.  
 

✧​ As a reminder, here are the steps on: How to Log Into Naviance 
○​ Go to https://student.naviance.com/auth/fclookup 
○​ Type in 'Piedmont,' hit 'Go,' and click on 'Piedmont High School' (same for MHS/PHS students) 
○​ Select your user type as 'Student' 
○​ Click 'Continue with Clever' and use your school email to login through Google. 
○​ College Visits: This is where you can see all the upcoming college visits and register to attend. 

Steps to attend a college visit: 
○​ Get approval from your teacher if you have to miss class 
○​ Register to attend the visit through Naviance 
○​ Print your registration page 
○​ Have your teacher sign this page when you leave class 
○​ Colleges I’m Thinking About: By ‘hearting’ a school, it adds it to your ‘Colleges I’m Thinking 

About’ page. Here, you can see the type of application you’ll have to fill out as well as the 
deadlines and you can indicate your level of interest in the schools.  

 
✧​ TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS: You do NOT request transcripts through Naviance! If you need official 

transcripts sent to an institution, reach out to our Registrar, Darlene Low. And if you are an MHS 
student, please reach out to Ms Bernadette. Thank you. 

 
✧​ LETTER OF REC REQUESTS: Requests for letters of rec are NOT done through Naviance. Make sure 

you request in person and then through your application portal! 

Extracurriculars 
Check out this Extracurricular list that includes links to opportunities for: 

https://calendly.com/smanalo-leclair-piedmont/30min
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o15BF45umWEt-qsTjQ2V6McLo5Zmq6kSp7oYOBJdzQ0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1WECuUyU5DA8V0g65sYWk8f3w3TYJs8DuGpfeCJ0B-n4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1iAfY2ikNCoIqZdC7q-Yo9GcERLN1CQIOkzH71gzpBAY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1B-y8Uj8jlNbNq2BGEDR0Lha9aZrMS4molMSFPGtMPT0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1owd3eSbo15zvT9_I5-1BB6I18Dk0k50N8HtV0Uat3hw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/11QVzwp2ojZbQ5I9CQV1cUeNZxyo4YsarWr4EKt3jEhE/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16CNUxj5SWBqs7NHc_-Y_sLQtHGSoGirs/view?userstoinvite=sgoswami@piedmont.k12.ca.us&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer&ts=65497ada
mailto:dlow@piedmont.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnavarro@piedmont.k12.ca.us
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1iYME3Pawf-gE_GIDo55EQEAlSHMu8PuJNFB1FEvAzrE/edit
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✧​ Work-Based Learning 
✧​ Volunteering 
✧​ Internships 
✧​ Pre-College Programs 
✧​ … and more! 

 

SAT and ACT Testing 
If you plan on taking the SAT: 
✧​ dates and registration information 
✧​ information about fee waiver eligibility 

If you plan on taking the ACT: 
✧​ dates and registration information 
✧​ information about the ACT fee waiver program. 

 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/digital/digital-testing/dates-deadlines
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/sat-fee-waiver-student-brochure.pdf
https://act.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees/fee-waivers.html
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