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Salzer, Joseph

Joseph Salzer was as-
tonished recently when
he was wheeled through a
huge crowd of people who
applauded and thanked
him for his service in
World War II.

Salzer, a Navy veteran
who served on a_ repair

ship in the South Pacific,

had trouble comprehend-
ing what was happening
at Reagan National Air-

rt. Not because he was
7, or because of his ill
health. Salzer just didn't
think he'd done anything
articularly worthy of the
ind of reception he re-
ceived after getting off an
Old Glory Honor Flight
in Washington D.C. that
hot and st;:lﬁ]; July morn-
ing. Like millions of men
and women of his gen-
eration, Salzer had just
done what he had to do,
what was expected, what
he thought was right. He
was a child of the Great
Depression, a young adult
of World War I, a work-

ing man who married his.

hometown and
raisedhseven chﬁladrer;1 alé
wa oping that they'

havyg it bgttc% than he gd.
He loved a sunny round
of &n]f, a good, cold beer
and the Packers, although
they often made him too
nervous to watch. He also
loved to sing in church, to
wisecrack and. to laugh,
He was a complex mix of
the emotional and the
rational. He could flash
a fiery temper one min-
ute, and c Tewire a
house the next. Most of
all, he was one of the mil-
lions of largely anonymous
Americans who fought for
and built this counﬂ.
who lived a good, quiet life
without ing a pat
on the back or a million-
dollar bonus. And he cer-
tainly was not expecting a
crowd of people he'd never
met to applaud and thank
him for his service almost
170 gears ago in a far-away

and.

Salzer died Thursday,
Sept. 27, surrounded by
famil;

Heywas born March 16,
1925 , the son of the late
Frank and Mary (Binder)
Salzer. He married Vir-
%lm‘a Drexler on May 14,
947, at St. Vincent Cath-

olic Church.
Salzer graduated from
Oshkosh School in

1942 before joining the
U.S. Navy. After the war,
he worked around the
Oshkosh area as an elec-
trician for more than 40
years, much of it in the
construction industry. He
ended his career at Mercy
Medical Center. He was ac-

tive for many years in the

St. Vincent's Holy Name
Society, the Catholic War
Veterans and the Knights

of Columbus, He was
an usher at St. Vincent
Catl&oll;'cl Churctthng en-
j elping a ingo,
Jsge;'ing I;;uuhgera] lunches
at St. Raphael’s Catholic
Church and volunteering
at the Salvatorian Mis-
sion. Best of all, he loved
his large, often boisterous

family.
Sa]ger is survived by

his wife, Virginia; four
daughters, Mary (Steven)
et
auley, Os ;
Jean (Linda Kapheim) Sal-
zer, Milwaukee; Kathleen
(Mark) Esson, Oshkosh;
three sons, John (Kather-
ine Rhode) Salzer, Bloom-
ington, Ind.; James (Anna
Varela) Salzer, Decatur,
Ga.; Donald (Anita) Sal-
zer; South Lyon, Mich.;
13 grandchildren, Sarah
Gomoll Valentine and
Matthew Gomoll (Mary);
Kristen Braasch Toman
and Adam Braasch (Geri);
Emily, David, James and
Michael Salzer (John),
Joseph, Eric and Chris-
tu%her Salzer (Don), Ja-
cob and Samuel Esson
(Kathleen); and five great-
dchildren, ~ Morgan,
, Gwendolyn, Judah

and Sutton.

He was preceded in
death by his brother and
sister-in-law, Francis and
Florence Salzer.

Visitation will be Mon-
day, Oct. 1, from 10 a.m.
to noon, with a Memorial
Mass to follow at St. Ra-
phael's Church. Intern-
ment will be in Calvary
Catholic Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that me-
morials be made to the
Salvatorian Mission
Warehouse, St. Raphael's
and the Old Glory Honor
ﬂiﬁhts.

any thanks to all the
wonderful caregivers at
Bethel Home, Affinity Hos-

ice, and Preferred Home

ealth Care. J
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FC/2 Joseph C. Salzer, 739 16th
street, served since June 24, 1943.
He has the Asiatic-Pacific ribbon,
Philippine liberation ribbon, vic-
tory medal and American area

ribbon.




