
Books For K-1 Readers 2020 
 

The Return of Thelma the Unicorn 
by Aaron Blabey 
 
Thelma is a pony who created a big splash when she dressed up and posed 
as a unicorn, but she returned to her best friend Otis the donkey when fame 
proved to be stressful.  Now her many fans want her back, and Thelma is 
reluctant--until Otis agrees to go along as her manager and backup, so she 
can concentrate on being awesome. 
 
 
 

 

Snail Crossing 
by Corey Tabor 
 
When Snail spies a plump, crisp cabbage across the road, nothing will stop 
him--not a speeding car or even a hungry crow. But then kind-hearted Snail 
stops to help a crew of antsy ants in a rainstorm, and he loses his way. It 
looks like he will never get his treat--until Snail's new friends come up with 
an ingenious idea. 
 
 
 

 

What About Worms? 
by Ryan T. Higgins 
 
From #1 New York Times best-selling author Ryan T. Higgins (author of 
Mother Bruce, Bruce’s Big Move, etc.) comes the latest book in the Elephant 
& Piggie Like Reading! series)... 
 
Tiger is BIG. Tiger is BRAVE. And Tiger is NOT afraid of anything . . . except 
WORMS! Are Tiger's worm worries worse than worms? 
 
 
 
 



Chick and Brain: Egg or Eyeball 
by Cece Bell 
 
Cece Bell follows her Geisel Honor Book, Chick and Brain: Smell My Foot, with 
an even wackier story for beginning readers, sure to elicit eye-rolling squeals 
of delight. Oh! Oh, oh, oh! Look what Brain found. Chick and Spot say it is an 
egg. Brain says it is an eyeball. Is it an egg or an eyeball? The inimitable Cece 
Bell is back with a second hilarious primer on good manners gone awry and 
arguments run amok. Perfectly pitched to kids just learning to read and loaded 
with verbal and visual comedy, this offbeat graphic story by a master of the 
genre builds to an exhilaratingly absurd surprise ending. 
 
 
 
 

Baloney and Friends  
by Greg Pizzoli 
 
Meet Baloney! He's the star of this book, along with his best buddies: 
empathetic Peanut the horse, sensible Bizz the bumblebee, and grumpy 
Krabbit--he'd rather not be here, but what can you do? In this graphic novel for 
newly independent readers, Baloney and friends step into the spotlight and 
embody all the charm of childhood in three short tales and three mini-comics 
that invite readers to join the fun! Giggle with Baloney as he performs some 
questionable magic, give him a boost when a case of the blues gets him down, 
cheer him on as he braves the swimming pool, and at the end, learn to draw all 
the characters with clear step-by-step instructions! 
 

 
 

The Three Billy Goats Buenos  
by Susan Middleton Elya 
 
Humor abounds in this masterfully-bilingual twist on "The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff" that dares to ask the question: why is that troll so grumpy anyway?  
Three little cabritos have a clever plan to get past the grumpiest troll in the 
land. But then one of the billy goats wonders: Why is that gigante so grumpy, 
anyway?  This thoughtful question sends their plan in a new direction, and 
the results are better than they ever imagined.  Dashes of humor, empathy, 
and kindness make this modern twist on a classic tale a charming delight. 

 



I’m Trying to Love Rocks  
by Bethany Barton 
 
The fourth totally awesome, funny, and incredibly informative book in 
the "I'm Trying to Love..." book series! Think rocks are boring? Hard to 
like? Kinda just sit there, doing nothing? Why even write a whole book 
about them?? Bethany Barton will tell you why . . . because we 
wouldn't be here if there were no rocks! From the Grand Canyon to 
volcanos to diamonds and fossils, geology--the study of rocks--shows 
us where we've been and where we're going. With tons of humor and 
scores of fascinating facts, Bethany Barton introduces younger 
readers to geology and why rocks matter. 
 

Salma the Syrian Chef  
by Danny Ramadan 
 
All Salma wants is to make her mama smile again. Between English classes, 
job interviews, and missing Papa back in Syria, Mama always seems busy or 
sad. A homemade Syrian meal might cheer her up, but Salma doesn't know 
the recipe, or what to call the vegetables in English, or where to find the right 
spices! Luckily, the staff and other newcomers in her Welcome Center are 
happy to lend a hand--and a sprinkle of sumac. 
 
 
 

The Great Eggscape! 
by Jory John 
 
The Good Egg and his pals escape their carton and drop into the store for a 
morning of fun, enjoyed by everybody. Well, almost everybody. Shel (an egg) 
isn't a huge fan of group activities, especially when he's made to be 'It' for a 
game of hide-and-seek. Nevertheless, Shel doesn't want to let his friends 
down, so he reluctantly plays, anyway. But after a morning of hiding and 
seeking, somebody's still missing. Will the dozen eggs friends ever be 
reunited? 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Who Wet my Pants? 
by Bob Shea 
 
Reuben the bear has donuts for everyone in his scout troop, but his friends are 
all staring at something else: there's a wet spot on Reuben's pants, and it's in a 
specific area. "WHO WET MY PANTS?" he shouts, and a blame game starts. 
His buddies try to reassure him there was no crime. Just an accident. It could 
happen to anyone! But as all the clues begin to point in Reuben's own direction 
as the culprit, Reuben must come to terms with the truth.  Who Wet My Pants? 
isn't a potty-training book. It's a witty and wise story about embarrassment and 
anger, empathy and acceptance, and ultimately...forgiveness. 
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