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Q: What is data amongst the public?

A (Billy): Some of the data is sometimes sourced from the public, which helps the government
makes decisions. For example, take pigs. The government does not keep a record of pigs, but it
helps to get a manifest of pigs, so it asks for the farmers to provide a manifest. If the
government wants to provide quality data, it must consider the public as a source, but that
comes with its problems.

Follow-up: Is Public data always free? If we are talking about government open data, we should
keep this discussion closed to open data.

A: That makes sense, but when we had our discussions, we had always included it. If people
don't think it's important, we can always change it.

o HERH{E

From government data from the highest level, there is the problem of providing data from
government agency A to B. Between government entities, there is an opportunity to share data.
From the opening report, | found several problems. When entity A asks for data from entity B,
they must give some reasons. Entity B must decide on the reasons given by entity A as to
whether or not it is appropriate to provide the data.

An example: Ministry of Highways and the Police. The Ministry of Highways was unwilling to
agree to providing information to the Police because of privacy issues.

It might be possible to create clear data pipelines between different government agencies.
Now to answer the other part: Government providing open data to the public.

Then this is a much harder question. If the government provides data to the public, we have to
go back to a more fundamental question: Does the government have the right to provide data to
the public? A lot of community members were hoping that we could legislate a responsibility for
the government to provide open data. We considered this, but legislating is not easy. The
difficulty is high. Another consideration is: if we cannot legislate, what else can we do?

Through the government information open law(? better trans. needed) is a way of the
government to provide data to the public. What are its limitations? How does it do
comparatively? What about the Australian government? The FOIA in Australia works differently.
The FOIA sets the norm that government must be open, but it does not set a methodology that
government must be open. For example, you can have the documents in a book and say
anyone can come and see them, and that's 'open’, vs. scan the documents online, vs. use open
collaborative processes to work.



‘can be used' is not the same thing as 'easy to use'. In this Monday's open data (?), we want to
make sure that data is not only open, but it is open with open ways to read and access the data.

<Hackpad went down and so skip about 5 minutes.>

Billy: Some additional questions: Should we emulate the US Federal Government's approach to
FOIA? What about Estonia's approach that enshrines privacy as much as FOIA? Chung Hwa
Telecom is already selling analytics of the data it carries on its users.

In the process of opening data, each government agency has its own processes and each
agency has its own executor. We have to examine whether or not it's possible to make these
processes more smooth.
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Billy summary

o

Government faces lots of problems.
m Not authorized to access relevant data.
m Sometimes, public servants are worried about the consequences of open
data.
m Don't understand the systems of open data.

Let me introduce Germany's open data law.

o

o O O O

The default is that anyone can ask for data.
The most that data release can be delayed by is 2 years.
If you don't provide data, you must give a good reason as to why you refuse it.
German law: If data is digitized, it must be publicized.
There's a gray area between open data and privacy-- a tradeoff that always
seems to exist.
m | met a guy who works in <OFFICE>
m The last time the Ministry of Culture met on open data, | noticed
something interesting. The biography of the Minister of Culture was not
public because it was considered private data
We can follow Canada and UK Law:
m If open data includes private data, you the user are responsible for
making sure that you use it in accordance with relevant privacy laws.
m You, as a government agency, have the responsibility to remind the public
as to the importance of the nature of the data as potentially sensitive.
What | mean by this is, there may be a problem with the privacy-openness
tradeoff, but | argue that privacy laws are a separate discussion from open data
laws and maybe such a tradeoff isn't the way we should model it.
After 2010, we stopped anonymizing the names for public legal records
(legislators, lawyers, etc.) because of accountability, whereas they used to be
anonymized for privacy.

Billy with a question that | forget.

The government has a double standard regarding information management: government
will not provide data to citizen if it contains personal information, however if it's a gov
institution gov will give the data. We need to uniformize this double standard.

People want us to follow GDPR, but GDPR compliance often comes down to
cooperation with a data agency. Taiwan has no data agency, so how do we comply with
GDPR?
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