Open letter to the New Zealand Government
May 2025

Kia ora,

This letter, signed by 168 organisations, including members of the Aquatic Animal Alliance, a
global coalition working to improve the welfare of aquatic animals in the food system, is a
call to the New Zealand Government to decline any new funding of projects that aim to
develop octopus factory farming. While this new form of aquaculture is still in the research
phase, it will cause extensive harm should it become a reality. It is both unethical and
unsustainable. Early-stage research has not demonstrated any pathway to achieving
high-welfare farming or ecosystem-neutral farming for octopuses. These concerns are not
speculative but evidence-based.

Government money spent on octopus farming includes one million dollars already awarded
by the Ministry for Business, Innovation and Employment’s Endeavour Fund to research at
the University of Auckland to develop octopus farming. Official Information Act requests
regarding further funding applications have been refused. We call for this new form of factory
farming to be rejected, not enabled by the New Zealand Government and government
institutions.

Octopus farming is highly problematic from an animal welfare perspective, and also presents
risks to biodiversity and biosafety, environmental degradation, and public health:

- Octopuses are complex, highly intelligent and inquisitive, and would require a level of
enrichment impossible in a farm. A 2021 London School of Economics review of 300
scientific studies concluded that high-welfare farming of octopuses is not possible

- The New Zealand Animal Welfare Act recognises that octopuses are sentient
animals, meaning they feel pain and have feelings, emotions, perceptions, and
experiences that matter to them

- Octopuses are solitary, wild animals who are incompatible with being raised in
captivity and would suffer greatly on industrial farms

- Due to their physiology, it is impossible to slaughter octopuses without significant
suffering

- Octopus farming raises significant environmental concerns due to effluents being
produced and discharged into surrounding ecosystems. Even where mitigation
measures are claimed (e.g. effluent dispersal or filtration), studies show that nutrient
loading (nitrogen, phosphorus) can disrupt coastal ecosystems, drive algal blooms,
and harm biodiversity. Relying on ocean currents to “dilute” waste does not eliminate
the environmental burden but simply displaces it

- The risk of octopuses escaping from farms poses a risk to local habitats and wild
populations. This is both from transmission of on-farm disease and also ecological
imbalance, as introduced farmed species can compete with or prey upon native
species, compounding biodiversity threats

- Octopuses are carnivorous, and it can take multiple kilograms of animal protein to
produce one kilogram of farmed octopus. This is unsustainable. Any increase in the



https://aquaticanimalalliance.org/
https://www.ciwf.org/media/7458920/ciwf-research_octopus-farming-global-public-funding-briefing.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/News/News-Assets/PDFs/2021/Sentience-in-Cephalopod-Molluscs-and-Decapod-Crustaceans-Final-Report-November-2021.pdf

use of fish and other aquatic animal products required for farmed octopuses will
exacerbate pressure on overfished stocks

- Octopus farming poses public health risks, as farmed aquatic animals are vectors of
multiple pathogens and zoonotic diseases. This includes the Vibrio pathogens
associated with cholera

- Large-scale aquatic farms are a breeding ground for pathogenic bacteria and risk
increasing antibiotic resistance

Rather than expanding aquaculture to include animals previously unfarmed and highly
unsuitable for being farmed, New Zealand has the opportunity to be a leader in the field of
sustainable and ethical food systems that benefit all New Zealanders instead. More
sustainable alternatives to invest resources in include:

1. Sustainable plant-based aquaculture, including seaweed farming
2. Critical restoration of marine ecosystems
3. Support for innovation in alternative non-animal-based proteins

Octopus aquaculture is a bad investment in every sense. Campaigns and legislative
processes are underway across the globe to ban octopus farming, and New Zealand could
be at the forefront of this progress.

Applying the precautionary principle, we urge the government to cease funding
research into the unethical and unsustainable octopus farming industry and to
prohibit any octopus farming in New Zealand.
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