Korga Kcrlowa ymeprna, oHa gaxe He noHsana, 4to npousowsio. [MpocTto Bapyr
noyyBcTBOBana ceba ognHokon. Mup BOKpyr ctan sipye B AeCATKU — HET, B TbiCAYM pas,
LuBeTa MoYTU Bbledanu Moka ewe cnabble geTckMe rnasa, a TeHW naen BOKpyr
nocepenu u nobnegHenun. Tak CTpaHHO... Kak ByaTo KMHO Kakoe-To, KoTopoe Kcrowa
HUKOrga He cmoTpena.

N mama, mama nnakana. OHa cTapanacb CTOMKO AepXKaTbCs, HO OHa BCE paBHO
nnakana. A nany npopsano: OH YywWweén u3 kabuHeTa, CKpblB pykon nuuo. Kcrowa He
3Hana, nobexatb NN 3a HUM UM nNobbiTb C MamMon; €€ Le30pUEeHTMPOoBarno, Korga
poauTenu pasnyyanucb, Mama BooOLle HasbiBana e€ kanpusoun, Ho Kctowwe npocTo He
XOTeNnocb OCTaBaTbCA OOHOW, a BbiOpaTb Mexay nanon 1 MaMon CrOXHO.

BoTt u cenyac — yto genatb?

MopanbHO nomeTaBLlnCh, Kctola BCE e NpuHAna pellenue, nogowna K Mmame u
TKHyrnacb B Heé. OHa ymerna obHumartbca u nobuna aTo genartb, HO cendac OHa He
3Hana, Kak nyywe obHATb, ecnu 6onblias 4YacTb Tena MaMbl JIEXUT Ha NOoCTenwu, rae
npsiMo cenyac norpebeHa nog ogesnom gpyrasa Kcrowa — He Takasi, Kakov OHa JOSmKHa
ObiITb. Tak 4TO HacToswas Kciowa TKHynacb B CMUHY, M 3aTteMm, He MNo4vyBCTBOBaB
peakumu, pobko obxBaTtuna mamy pykamu 6e3 Knucten.

Mama cHoBa He obpaTuna Ha HEE BHMMaHME.

Torga Kcrowa 3annakana. En xotenock 6bl KpnyaTb, HO cenyac OHa NoHMMana,
4YTO BECCMBICIIEHHO: €€ HUKTO He ycrnblWwunT. PaHblue nony4vanocb, n nana ¢ MaMmon TyT
Xe npuberanu Ha Nomolb, yTewanu, fnackanu, a cemvac HUKTO 3TOro He caenaer.
Motomy yTo Kclowm kak 6bl HET, a eCTb BOT 3Ta, Apyras AeBOoYKa, COBCEM Ha Heé He
noxoxas — 0e3 Boroc, 6e3 eanHOW KPOBWHKW, C MOCUHENO-YEPHBLIMU 3aKPbITbIMU
Bekamu. Passe 4TO annasus HuUKyda He genacb (Kcrowa Bblydmna 9To ClOBO O4HUM U3
nepBbIX, MPOCTO BNUTbIBast B cebsi pa3roBopbl B3POCSbIX). ATO Terno He oveHb Kctowa,
XOTS, KaxeTcs, BCE paBHO oHa. /I ana nanbl ¢ Mamon cyuwiecTtByeT aTa Kclowa, a He
apyrasi, 4To cemyac CTOUT 3a CMMHOW U NbITaeTCcsa NpuBneYsb K cebe BHMMaHue.

Hwukoraa ewé Hactosiwen Kcrowe He Obino Tak OguUHOKO.

B cnvHy 4TO-TO YTKHYNOCH, 1 Kctowa megneHHo obepHynach: oT4acTu oT B0s3HM,
oT4acTM MOTOMY, YTO He XoTena OTBfeKaTbCsa OT MaMbl, a TOPONUTbLCA YyxXe 6bino
Hekyaa.

Mo3agu ctoana bonblwas-npebonbluas cobaka, croHABasi, ¢ ASIMHHBIMA yLaMu,
nanamu TonwmHon B camy Kctowy n gobpeimu rmasamu. Cobaka Obina Kyga KpynHee
ManeHbkux gesovek, u Kclowa, BeposiTHO, cMmorna 6bl Ha Hen katatbesi, ecnu Obl
poauTeNn He roBOPUM en, 4TO Yy cobaKk OYeHb XPYrkue ChuHbl. JTa ChNuHa He
BbIrnsigena CUnNbHO XPYMKOW, HO BCE paBHO ObIN10 6OA3HO Kak-TO en NoOBpeanTb.

Cobaka Obina KopuyHeBo-6enas, a Ha wee BuUCeN HebOMbLOW OepeBAHHbLIN
BG0O4YOHOK. IHTEPECHO, C YEM OH?

Kciowa He enana pasnunatbCs C MamMou, HO MamMa He obpawana Ha Heé
BHMMaHWe 1 nrnakarna Ha KposaTu y Apyrov OeBoYkW, a cobaka, No KpanHenh mepe, eé
Buaena, n He 6bina Takon GRNEKNON, Kak BCE ocTanbHoe. Kctolwa B utore otopsanach ot
Mambl, nogowra K cobake u Kpenko-npekpenko obHsna eé€. axno NCMHOW; He O4YeHb
NPUATHO, HO 3TO OblNa He xydwasi NcMHa M3 CyLWEeCTBYIOLWNX — OT Heé eLlé Besno
CHerom, TENNOoun NbIbI0 1 criagknm HanuTkoM. Cobaka nonoXxmna Ha nneyvyo orpoMHyH,
TSDKENYH0 ronosy, 1 Kctowa noyTy nposanunachk B CKNagKku ryCton LWepCTHU.

Kakas e oHa 6onblua-a-as.

[pyrve nogn nomornn Mame NOAHATLCA, OAUH YBEN €€, APYrov HaKpbIl APYryto
Kcrowy npoctbiHEN. Cobaka pelumnTensHO BCTana U Hayana yBepeHHo Tonkatb Kcrowwy B
CTOpPOHY Bbixoga. Kctowe yxoauTb He XoTenocb, HO cobaka Oblna Takasi yBepeHHas B
cebe, 4YTO He NocnyLwaTbCs €€ cTano Kak-To 60s3HO.



K TOMy e TyT OHa OCTaHeTCHA COBCEM OfHa.

MogTanknBaemasa orpomHbIM ncom, Kcrowa cemeHuna 3a mamon. Mama
BCTPETUNach C Nanou; TOT yXe B3An cebst B pyku 1 Bbirnagen npocto 6neaHsiM — gaxe
bnegHee, yeMm Kasanocb B 3TOM CTPaHHOM MUpe, XOTS BCE BOKPYr Kak 6yato Obl
BbiLBeno. OHK WM B KaOUHET, N3 kabMHeTa K KakMM-TO NIOASAM, OT KaKMUX-TO NIOAEN Ha
ynuuy, rae 3BoHunm no TenedoHy. Kcrowa morna pasbupatb ux cnoea, HO He Morna —
3HayeHne, KOTOpOe OHM B CroBa BKNagblBanu, Tak 4YTo Bce aTn Gecenbl Obinu riyxon
TapabapLwimHon Ha B3pocrble Tembl. Kctowa 6bl cama OT poanTenen He otnunana, Ho
ewé eé Bena u noatankmpana cobaka, KoTopasi gepxanacb COBCEM MO-APYroMmy, Yem
0OblYHbIE MCbl: OHa eé kak 6yato Obl nacna, kak oBeuky, xoTd Kciowa coBcemMm He
oBeuyka. Kciowa gymarna nonpocutb cobaky CBOAUTL €€ B TyarieT, HO 3aTeM nogymana u
pewuna, 4To ern He Hago: cenyac-To 3a4em?

lMpocTo, Hy... KOrga oHa BOfHOBanacb, TO HEMHOro xoTena nucatb. Cenyac oHa
OYeHb BOMHOBAasach, HO NMcaTb COBCEM He XOTenochb. M ocTaBnATb namny ¢ Mamon TOXe.

Mama ¢ nanown B3anu Takcu, n Kcrowa cnokomHO 3abpanacb BHYTPb, YCEBLUUCH
MaMe Ha KOSfieHu, XOTHd Ta, CKopee BCero, coBcem €€ He u4yBcTBoBana. Cobauka
3abpanacb Kyga-To eweé; Hasag, B GaraxHuk? MoxeT 6biTb... Ho oHa Gbina psagom,
Kcrowa yyscTBOBana, NpocTo He Buaena.

MpwxumatbCs K Mame B TakOM COCTOSHUW roplue, 4Yem Aep)XaTbCa Ha
pacctosHun. Ho Kcrowa BoobLe nackoBas 1 peko Mamy oTnyckana.

HenpuBbIYHO, YTO €€ He OB6HMMaIOT 1 BOOOLLE HE TPOratoT.

W Tenepb yxe He NOTporatT HMKOoraa.

*k%*

B 6nwxkanwuve aa aHa Kcrowa He Bbixoguna u3 goma: bonbwiasa cobaka eé He
nyckana v nperpaxgana gopory. He 1o 4to6bl Kclowe xoTenocb Kyaa-To yxoguThb,
NPOCTO Mama BOpPYr Hayana KypuTb, XOTS paHblle OHa HWKorga 3TOoro He Agenana, u
BblMNon3ana u3 KkeapTupbl B noabess; Kciowe He XxoTenocb ocTtaBaTbCs 0A4HOM, a cobaka
Mewana en yntu. Tyt Kciowa HaymMHana kanpusHuyaTb, TONKaTbCs, HO cobaka TOMbKO
Bopyana, 6bpana Kciowy 3a BOPOTHMK nnaTtbuua v oTBOAMNA OT ABepWU nopanblue, He
B3npasi Ha TO, 4TO [JeBodvka conpoTtuenanace. Mama notom BoO3Bpallanach,
nocTapeBwas u C ONyXwWuMKW rrasamn, Ho, noka eé He 6buio, Kcrowa ycneana
nepegymatb BCe CaMble YXacCHble MbICIM Ha cBeTe. Hanpumep, 4TO, ecnu OHa He
BEPHETCA U YUAET U3 KBapTUpbI? EN yxxe HeKoro TyT ocTaBnATb, oHa He BUAUT KcioLy ...
MOXET ObITb, €M Tenepb HanneeaTb?

HeT, coBceM HeT. Ho 6bIno cTpallHo.

Cobaka noxunacb B Horax, a Kciowa cagunacb pagom ¢ MamMon, korga Ta
Ge3gyMHO BKnovana Tenesu3op. En Hedero 6bINO CMOTPETb, U OHA MeXaHU4YecKu
nepekntovana KaHanbl, Noka He oKasblBaracb Ha YEM-TO Bpoae GUTBLI 9KCTPACEHCOB —
roe Bce 6eratoT U mawyTt pykamun. OHa cMoTpena BHMMaTeNbHO-BHUMaTeNbHO, Kctowa
TonKana eé, xHblkana, npocuna nepecrtartb, a cobaka NPOCTO fexana B Horax u Tshkesno
B3dblXxana — Kak 9To Bcerga genatTt cobaku. Tak MOrmno npoaormkatbCa A0Sro, Yacamu,
Kclowwe cTaHOBMMOCb CKYYHO, HO HUKaK YroBOPUTb MaMy 3aHATbLCS YeM-TO APYrMM OHa
He Morfia — Mama He TyT, MaMa He C HeWn, Mama rge-To B Apyrom mupe, rge Het Kcrown,
TONbKO KaKkas-To gpyrasi AeBo4Ka.

MoTtom npuxogmn nana, BbIKNKOYan TeneBu3op, OHW 3akasbliBanu edy Ha OOM U
mMonya enu. MNotom obcyxganu kKakme-To gena BHe KCHLWMHOMo NOHUMMaHUs; oHa Obina
HEMHOro paga, YTo OHW cuaenu Bce BMeCTe, U Jaxe Tenepb Y HUX cobaka eCTb... HO
pagoBanacb He OT Bcero cepgua. Kakas pasHuua, pa3 Ha Heé He obpauwatot



BHUMaHUA? Ecnv oHM Takme neyanbHble U 03abo4yeHHble? Ecnn He cTtaBaT OOHOM
MY3bIKy?

Hwnyero xopoLuero TyT HeT.

[MoToM OHM noxunuckb cnatb, n mecta Kcrolle B nx NOCTenu COBCEM He XBaTano.
Boobuwe y Heé 6bina cBOS, HO el COBCEM He XOTENoCb yKNnaablBaTbCA B XOMNOAHYH
OLMHOKYIO KpOBAaTKY; €CIfiu MOXXHO MOrpeTbCs y poauTenen, To Hago, Hafao... Ho oHu He
AaBanu en NpocTpaHCTBa, Kak Bbl OHa HW yknagbiBanacb, u notom Kctowa, pactmpas
No nuuy Cnésbl, NIOXMnacb B HOMM, BMECTE C OFPOMHON COBaKOM, YTbIKaaACb B KPEMKYH
weto. MNnakatb B HEE, KOHEYHO, ObINO npoLlle, ogHako cobadbs WEepPCTb fie3na B HOC U
rnasa, npuuennsanachk K pecHuuam 1 BbidblBana YymxaHume.

Ho camoe yxacHoe, 4To cnatb Kctowe Ha camoMm gene Obifio He HYXXHO.

BTopyto HOYb OHa MPOCTO nponexana, TUXO, Kak MbllKa, HUKyAa He yxogs U
NPOCTO OXmAas, Korga poauTenu BCTaHyT, a B NepByl He 3Hana, 4To genatb. Toraga
Kciowa nowna B KOMHaTy M OYeHb XoTena BKMuuTb Ternesusop. Cobaka ¢ cunon
oTTawmna eé, u Kcrowwa, Bnepsble 3a 4OMroe BpeMs, 3akpuyana 1 3aronana Horamu:

- Myctn! He ntobnto tebs! He nobnio!

OHa C BbI30BOM Haxana KynbTéN Ha KHOMKY Tenesusopa u TyT Xe ucnyranacb 4o
CNé3: cpasy e Ha Heé Bbickoumna (npasga, TOMbKO B 9KpaHE) Kakasa-To yelwlynyaTas
wryka. Kcioowa 3annakana, a cobaka npuKpbina eé CBOMM MacCUMBHbIM TENOM U
cepauTo, C yrposon B rofioce nadna Ha 3kKpaH, Nnoka He nosiBunacb Mama U C
pacCesiHHbIMUN CI0BaMUN: «HO $1 XK€ BbIKIoYana...» He Haxkana Ha KHOMKY «BbIKM.

Kctowa xotena 6bi0 6pocuTbCa K Mame, HO 3Hana: OecnonesHo. OHa He
00epHETCA K Hen, He BO3bMET Ha PyKWU, HE YKa4yaeT, He NoYMTaeT CKasKy, He OTBMNEYET Ha
Buageo c ropunnamuv. Mama Hudero He cgenaet. OHa nonnayeTr B NOAYLUKY U NSHKET
cnaTb — U HAYEro, COBCEM HNYErO B 3TOM HE U3MEHUTCS.

EovHcTBEHHaAdA, KTO yTewunT e€ cemnyac, ato bonblas, gobpaa cobaka. OHa
BblnNn3biBana nuUO MPOTMBHO MaxHywen nacTbld W NbIXTena Hag rofoBOW rOPbKO
nnavyen Kcrowm.

Uepes gBa AHA poauTenn BCTanu paHo. [lana Hagen HETUNUYHBLIM ONs Hero
YEPHbIN KOCTIOM; COBCEM HE TO, YTO OH HOCUT OObIYHO, OH e B pyTOHONKe 1 JXKUHCax. ..
Mama — B cTporoe 4Yé€pHoe nnatbe C NugpKakoM. Y Heé bbina KapHaBarnbHas LUNsANKa
Byanbto; €€ HaTsHYN1 NoHmxe, 4Todbl He BbINo BUAHO rMas, 0O4HAaKo, NOCKOMbKY LUASAMNKa
KapHaBanbHasi, TKaHb He AOoTArMBanacb gaxe [0 Hoca, Tak YTo BCEM ObIflo OTKPbITO
onyxuwee oT Crnés nuuo.

B OBepb 3BOHMAW; npuxogunu pogHble. YacTb Kclowa 3Hana (asgun, TETw,
CECTpbl ABOKPOAHbIE), YacTb He 3Hana. Bce 6binn o4eHb CKOpPOHbIE, HO He nakanu.
[axe mama He nnakana, XoTa en, cyasa no Bcemy, Obifo HeveM.

Mana cnyctuncs BHKU3, n Kcrowa pobko obHsna mamMy 3a KOMeHun, NpMKUMasch K
Hen.

En He HpaBMnocbk To, YTO cenvac NpPoncxoansio. ATo ObIfo... HEXOPOLLO.

K mame nogxogunu, obHMManu eé, Bblpaxkanu 4YTO-TO BPOOE COYYBCTBMUS, HO
Mama CTosfna Kak KOFlOHHa M NpoCTO MpWHUMana To, YTO TBOPUOCb BOKPYF, HUKaK He
pearnpys. OHa, Kakas-TO 3aMOPOXEHHas, Oaxe He NpuHAna y4vyacTus B NOLrOTOBKE
cTona, KoTopyto 3ateana 6abywka; 6abywka nelTanacb No3Batb MaMy NOMOYb, HO TETU
3almMKanm Ha He€ 1 OCTaBunIM Mamy B NoKoe, pas3peLunB en NpocTo CToATb. Kcrowa He
XoTena oTny4aTtbCAd OT MaMbl, HO 3anaxino noMmagopaMmn, U OHa u3 ndonbITCTBa
3arnsHyna Ha KyxH. TaMm roToBMoOCb YTO-TO He3HaKkoMoe, pesanacb konbaca,
NOMUAOPbLI HaTUpanucb cornbilo... nNbumaa ega Kciowm nocne makapoH. Cobaka,
KOTOpas gaxe cenyac ctosna psaoM C HewW, He BbigepXana u ctawmna Kycok konbachl



CO CTOMna, a HUKTO M He 3ameTun. Kciowa ¢ nsymneHnem nocmoTtpena Ha BMHOBaToe
XMBOTHOE 1 NogymMana, a MOXeT fI OHa B 3TOM COCTOSHUWN eCTb?

MoxeT. YeTBepTuMHKa nomugopa beina ykpageHa.

Ho 6patb 6onbLue Obino Kak-To CThligHO; TeM 6onee, roe Tam mama? He yBuages
e€ B komHaTe, Kciowa 3anaHukoBana, HO, OKa3blBaeTCHd, OHa MPOCTO OThy4unach B
TyaneT nonsiakaTb 1 3aTeM BepHynach.

BepHynca n nana; oH 4YTO-TO cKasan, u Bce ycTpemunucb K Bbixogy. Cobaka
pelmTensHO nosena Kcrowwy 3a cobon, cnerka npukycbiBas (CoBceMm He 60mnbHO) pyky. B
nugT BCe He BMeCcTUnucb, U Kciowa ¢ TpyaoMm ynakoBanacb B KabuHKy ¢ Mamoun u
nanon. Ha cobaky mecTa He XBaTUIo, N oHa 06eCNOKOEHHO 3aBopyarna.

Bnpoyem, notom okasanack BHM3Y. Kak cnyctunacb? HenoHaTHO. Ho cnyctunach
n cepanto 6ogHyna Kcrowwy, nogrankueas eé K BbIxoay.

A y BbIxoga — ABa MUKpoaBTobycCa, YEPHbIX, yXUX, HENpPO3payHbIX. YTO-TO
HanncaHo — Kclowa noka yuMtatb He ymena, Tak 4YTo He pasnuyana. OHa HblpHyna B
MallWHy, rae cugenn mama C nanown, xota Tam 6bino 3abuto nof 3aBs3Ky; cobaka
3aBopyana v npocTo 3aTpycuna Bcneq 3a Humu. Kciowa 3asosiHoBanachb: a BOpyr
cobayka OTCTaHET OT MalUMHbl, 3abnyguMTCca U He CMOXeT ux gorHatb? OHa, KOHEYHO,
BonedbHas, HO OHa BCE el TONbKo cobaka, oHa He MaLUWHKA. ..

OTO BOSIHEHWE MNEpemMexariocb C OCTPbIM NepeXxuBaHMEM NpU BUAe TOro, Kak
Mama npucrioHMnacb K nanvHoMy nreyvy, 4tobbl nonsiakaTtb He CIAULWIKOM 3aMETHO.
Mana, cam GnegHbIN, Kak CMepTb, e4Ba CKpbiBan CBOMX YyBCTB, HO BCE eLLé aepxarncs
N NUWb HEMOBKO Aepan mamy 3a pyky. [pyrune niogu Havanu ux ytewaTtb, u Kcrowa
3nunacb: OYeBMOHO, Nana M Mama He XoTenu, 4Ttobbl MX yTewanu, Tak 3a4em
ocTanbHble Ne3yT? Heyxenu gymMatoT, 4TO Y HUX NONy4mTca?

Y Kcrowm 6bl nony4nnocb, HO OHa He MOorfa HUKaK NPeofoneTb TO paccTosiHME,
4YTO CO34aBano HEBUOUMYK CTEeHYy Mexay €€ MPUKOCHOBEHUSIMM U CrioBamMu U TOW
XW3HbIO, YTO cenvac npoxueann mMama ¢ nanon. OHa npwKuMManacb K Horam nanbl,
MopLUMniach, Korga e€ 3ageBatoT, HO HUKTO, HUKTO Ha 3TO He obpallaeT BHUMaHUS, B
TOM 4ucre n cam nana, gns kotoporo Kciowun — BOT aTon, HacTtosiwen Kcrowmn — He
CyLlecTBYeT.

Mana, nanodka, Hy Kak Tak, Hy 3adem? BoT >xe oHa, coBcem psagom. lNpocto
NMPUKOCHUCB....

Het. OH He MOXeT. I HUKTO HEe MOXET.

A pobpas cobaka o4eHb ganeko.

OHM BbIWNK Y KaKOro-TO Ceporo 3gaHus, Bo3ne KOToporo Obina Tornna Hapoaa; u
TONbKO cenvac Kctowa ¢ y>kacom noHsna, YTo NPOUCXOAMNT.

UTto 3a 3gaHue, oHa He NoHMMana: knagbuiia BOKpyr He BbIfio, 3HAYUT... YTO 3TO
Takoe? Kakasa-to 6onbHuuya? Ho csoto 6onbHuuy Kciowa nomMHuna, oHa HOBEHbKasi n
CBEXEOTCTPOEHHas!, a TYT KaKOW-TO CTapblil COBETCKUIN AOM LiBETA CITOHOBBLEN KOXN.

Ho... norpebarnbHble BEHKUM HW C YeM He nepenytaewb. A UX MHOMO, OYeHb
MHoro. CTpawHO MHoOro. W cTpawHO B 3TOM Cfiydae He MpoCTO Kakoe-TO
npeyBenuyeHune, a npasga — OT 3TOr0 CTAHOBUMOCh OYEHb CTPALLHO, W...

Heyxenwn 310 BCE? Heyxenn ato Ansa Heé?

Kcrowa go nocnegHero BpeMeHn He gymana o cebe kak o mépteon. OHa BoobLle
0 cebe He gymana. En Obino HeEACHO, YTO MPOMCXOOUT, HO OHa He cuyuTana cebs
MEPTBON; a ¢ 4vero 6bl? BoT OHa, XOOUT HE3aMETHOM TEHblO, OHa BCE ewé TyT... YTo
Takoe Boobule ObiTb MEPTBLIM? O6 3TOM HMKTO HE paccKasblBaeT, He MULLET KHUXEK, He
Aenaetr urp, He CHUMAET MYMbTUKOB. OTO HUMKOMY He M3BECTHO M He MOHSATHO, B
OCODEHHOCTN eNn, ellé He OopocLien A0 OCO3HaHUA COBCTBEHHOW CMEPTHOCTU. JTO



NPOCTO BCE OYEHb ApYyroe — U CTpaLlHO, CTPaLHO OOMHOKO, U NPOCTO CTPALUHO, HUYEro
He MNOHATHO, Kyaa AeBaTbCsl.

CHoBa XOrofHbI MOKPbIA HOC TKHYNCS B ChvHY. JTO npubexana 6Gonbluas
nobpas cobaka, koTopad gaxe He Oblnia NoKpbiTa NbiNbO OT gonron 6erotHu. Hy,
KOHEYHO, OHa BoriebHas, eé e HUKTO He BuaunT. Kctowa obxBaTtuna eé co Bcen CUnowm,
Kpenye, 4em oObl4Hee, U cobaka 3aBop4vana: BUAMMO, en BblNo HEe OYEeHb MPUATHO,
Koraa eé BOT Tak BOT HeAEeNuKaTHO XBaTtarno.

- 3710 4TO, 37O BCE? — cnpocuna Kciowa. — MeHs 6onblie He 6yaeTt?

Cobaka HM4yero He OTBETUNA M NULb rPYCTHO U MOHMMAlOLLE MbIXTeNa, BbICYHYB
A3bIK.

- A mama? lNana?..

OtBeTa BHOBb He nocrnegosano. BHesanHo Kciowy KomnbHynun 60nb 1 SpOCTb;
paHble Takoe ObINo 4YacTo, OHa BoobLWEe Obifia NOpon 3HATHOW Kanpu3on, HO cendac
eun, Kak npasuno, 6b1510 He o aToro. A Tenepb — Hy, 60nbHO cTano. HesbIHOCKMMO.

- He xouy-y-y! A He 6yay! He 6yay! He 6yay! Nownwn otcroaga! Mownu!

OHa 3aTtonana Horamu 1 Hanpasunacb NPoYb OT CODMpaloLLENCs U eLLé noka He
nornHou cembu (1 OyoeT nu oHa BoobLle MorHowW, nocre Heé?..), Ho cobaka rpo3HO
3apblyana u cxeaTtuna Kcrowy 3a kantoLwoH. Ta gépHynack, nonbiTanacb 0TBA3aTbCs, HO
cobaka gepxana e€ Kak CTporMn poauTerib, C TaKOW K€ HEOXUAAHHOW curon ans
cobakn. OHa notawmna Kcrowy obpaTtHo; HO Kctowa, ynopHas, apoctHas Kcrowa ynana
Ha 3eMnto, yNMpasiCb ManeHbKMMN HoraMmm B OOTUHOYKAX Ha NunyYKkax.

Ho aTo Boobue He nomewano cobake genatb TO, YTO oHa genana. OHa npocTo
Tawmna Kcrowy 3a cobon, He obpallas BHAMaHUSA HM Ha Bblolme No 6okam pyku, HU Ha
OTYasiHHble pblaaHUs, HU Ha cnabble MOMbITKM ManeHbKoro pebéHka 3agepkaTbcsa u
3aLennTbCA NOAOLLBOM 3a ONeCTALNN HEM3BECTHLIMU KpUcTannukammn acdarnsr.

Cobaka NpocTo BepHyria eé€ obpaTHO U Kpenko Aepxana, BoobLle He cYMTasiCh C
TeMm, vyero Kcrowwa xotena.

HakoHey Bce poexanu, HO MM eweé npuwnocb xaatb. Kctowa ronocuna,
nnakana, 3gana mMamy W nany, HO cobaka Oblfa HeymonuMma u Kpenko gepxana eé
3ybamun, He aaBasi BbIBEPHYTLCS, Tak YTO CTpadaHust MPOXoAUnn MUMO BCeX. HUKTO He
cnbiwan Kcrowy n He MOr NpUMATK € Ha NOMOLLb: OTOrHaThb Moxyk cobaky, B3siTb Ha
PYKW, YCNOKOUTb, yexaTb OTCtofa noganblue...

MoTtomy 4TO HUKTO He yepet. Cendac byget BcE, koHel. OHM BOMAOYT BHYTPb,
yBuaaT Kcrowwy, u...

A yTO BymeTt panbwe? YTo C Hen cTaHerT, Korga eé noxopoHAT? OHa ucyesHet?
Wnn ocTtaHeTcs TyT HaBcerga, Noka mMama C nanol He cocTapatca u ympyT? A NOToMm
4yT0? YUTO NOTOM?..

N nctepuka wna Ha HOBbIM BUTOK, HO yXXe€ He ApOCTHas, He nNpoTuB cobaku, a
NpPoTUB BCcero mmpa soooduue. MNpocTto cobaka HM4Yem bbl er He nomMmorna.

HakoHey, Tonna nowna B nomelleHne. Kcrowa 3aynpsaMmmnach; ¢ 04HOW CTOPOHbI,
GpocaTtb MamMy C namnov WM ocTaBaTbCA OAHOW ObINO OYEeHb MAOXO U HEBbLIHOCUMO
rpyctHo. C apyrow... yBuaeTb cebsa — 1 CTpallHO, U HEKOMMOPTHO, M NEAEHUT 4O CaMbIX
NATOYEK, YTO Oaxe MOoLIeBenuTbCs He Moxewb. Ho cobaka, 3To Tepnenueoe, HO
BpedHoe n yBepeHHOe B cebe XMBOTHOe, Torkana Kciowy Bnepéa wm nokycbiBana 3a
nneyn. B kakon-to MoMeHT Kctowwa ynepnacb pykamu n Horamu, HO Mosy4mna MOLLHbIN
TONMYOK rONOBOW, Tak YTO 4YyTb He ynana. He pacwumbnack 6bl, TyT He BOMbHO, TakK YTO
OHa 3aBu3Xana c eweé bonbllen roTOBHOCTbIO, HO cobaka npoTawmna eé nonrtopa
MeTpa 3a KantoLOH4YMK, NoKa yke cama Kcilowa He ucnyranacb TOro, YTo OHa OAHa, a
BOKPYr Tonna nogen — n HUKakonW Mambl, N HAKAKOro nanbl pAgoM HeT.



OHa 410, notepsinacb? KoHeyHO, oHa noTtepsinack. W, rmaBHOe, ecnun 3akpuuiuT,
NO30BET HA NOMOLLb, HUKTO HE NOCMNeLWwnT cnacaTb.

Kciowa pobko 3amellkanacb W nepectana CoOMNpoOTUBNATLCA  TBEPAOW
pewnTeNnbHOCTU OFPOMHOM cobakK, Kak KO304Ky TOskasBllen e€ Ha nactouwe. B
CMbICIIE 3a pOAUTENSMMN.

[Bepn B 3an ObiNn 3akpbiTbl, 0gHAKO cobaka TOSMKHyna WX U MPUOTKPLINA,
no3sonsisi Kcrowe BONTU BHYTPb.

TeMHO 1 cyxo, NOXOXe Ha Kakoe-TO odmumansHoe ydpexaeHue. Hu Haméka Ha
nacpocHbIN Tpayp knagbuwa. Kak 6yato npuwén B NOMAMKIMHUKY, TOMBKO TaM CBET YyTb
bonee npoTMBHLIN, 4YeM TyT. 3aHaBecu. Tonna Hapoga. Kakaa-To XeHwwuHa B
B6OpAOBO-YEPHOM KOCTIOME YTO-TO TaM 3a4YMUTbIBAET.

A B UeHTpe — rpobuk.

Kciowa He 6binia yBepeHa, YTO rotoBa CMOTPETb TyAa, pas3rnsabiBaTb, YTO TaMm
NEeXWUT; OHa 3Hana, NPoCTO He XoTena B 3TO BepuTb. HO BCE Xe... caenana. He notomy
4YTO ObIfI0 MHTEPECHO, a NOTOMY YTO €M Hevero genatb — NoYeMy-TO Aaxe HeBUOMMOWN
OHa cTecHAnacb noaberatb K poaAUTENAM, HEPBHO NOSKMMaBWIMM rybbl W
aepxaswmumcs uU3 nocnegHux cun. PaccmartpmBaTtb OCTanbHbIX? He 04eHb MHTEePECHO,
OHW BCE KaK OAVH.

W noTtom... 4yTo ¢ Heun ByaeT, ecnv oHa cebs He yBnauT?

...a HEMOHSATHO, YTO.

B rpoby Ta Kctowa, HeHacToswas, Bbirnggena nyyue, Yem Korga nexana B
BbonbHUUe; aToro Hactodwasa Kciowa yacHUTb cebe He Morna, Kak Xe Tak BbILSio.
Heyxenn cmepTb Kpacut? Heyxenn yem gonblue nexub, TeM ObiCTpee npoxoadar
YépHble Kpyru, nepecralrT BbICTYNaTb CUHWE BEHbI, a KOXa nepecTtaéT ObiTb Cyxon u
HaTAHYTOW Ha KoCcTU? Ta geBodka gaxe 6bina... kpacuBon. CrioXKHO onucaTtb, HO 3TO
NPOCTO AeBOYKa, KOTOpas NEXUT; CAUT rmyBboko, HO Mano Nu KTo rny6oko cnut. NpocTo
— He noxarcda cnaTb B NHOOMMOM pPO30BOM MfaTbe B KPACHYH TOYKY U C NPULLNTBIMU
Bycamu 13 NNacTUKOBLIX 30/10TbIX paKyLUEK.

Bor ato coBcem fgokoHano ManeHbkyto Kciowy. 3T1o EE nnaTtbe, a He ToW
paesoukn. 1o EE ogexaa. OHM He Menu npasa, He OOMKHbI Bbinun et ero otaasats!!!
A 4to Cc HUMm 6yaet? Ero 3axopoHsaT BmecTe ¢ Hen? Het! Het!!!

Kcrowa ycnena k rpoby 6bicTpee, Yem cobaka ycnena eé€ nepexsaTuUTb U YeMm
B3pOCIble CKOMOM HanpaBuiucb K rpobuky — uenosatbca (dy, 3avem?..). OHa
obxBatuna cebss u 3aopana-sapblgana-zacTeHana-3aBonuna, CKOMbKO CyllecTByeT
CINOB AN OAHOW NMLUb 3MOLUMWN, KOTOPAs TOSMbKO KaXeTCsl HEBbIPa3MMOMW, a Ha CaMoOM
Jene oHa ymellaeTcs B YeTblpe CUHOHMMA — W ocTanbHble eweé Kciowe He Obinu
N3BECTHbI (4a 1 3TN-TO...).

En He xoTenock oTnyckaTb cebs.

E He xoTenocbk oTaaeaTtb Teno.

lMycTb OHO ocTaétca TyT. [ycTb Mama ¢ nanown ero 3abepyT. [yCTb OHO NEeXnT B
COXPaHHOCTU W ero HUKyda He OeBaloT, HU nog 3eMSI0, HU B XPaHUMULLE — KaXeTcs,
Takme faxe ecTtb, xoTs Kciowe 310 cTpaHHO cebe npencrtaBnsate. OHa He OOMyCTUT,
4yTO0bbLI Aaxe aTa Kciowa, kotopas npocto oboniodka oT Kcrowm HacToswen, Kyaa-Tto
nponana, u crneq e€ Tepancya cpean MunnuMoHa Ten Ha knagbuwe.

Cobaka TaHyna Kcrowy Hasag, ogHako Tenepb OHa NposiBuna LenkocTb Yyxoro,
n Obina rotoBa oOTcTamBaTb M cebd, M CBOK KOMWUIO, K KOTOPOW BCE noaxoaunn u
noaxoounu, uenosanu M uenosanu, He cnpawmnBasa paspelleHnsa y xo3amkn. OHa Obl
nporHana ux, ygapuna, 3akpuyana Ha Kaxayr, MoToOMy 4YTO TaK Hemnb3sl, Hemnb3s!
[MoyeMy HMKTO M3 HUX He NpobyeT e€ pa3dbyantb?! 3TO HecnpaseaMBo!



Ho coBceM yxacHo cTarno, Korga HacTtynuna odepeab Mambl. [ToToMy 4TO ecnu
Mama yxe nouenyer B o6, TO BCE, HMKAKOro noBopoTa Hasag He 6yger. Bcé
okoHunTCcs. W Kcilowa HaBcerga OCTaHeTcs TyT, M BCe YWAYT, MU HUYTO HE CMOXET
BEPHYTbCS Ha3ag,.

- Yingu! — B ot4yasiHum 3akpuyana Kcrowa. — Yxogu!!!

Eé ynap, »ankuin, kak ygap noboro pebéHka, HUKak He noTpeBOXun mamy. Ha
CeKyHOy nokasarocb, YTO OHa AépHynacb, U OEPHYNOCb BMeCcTe C Hel u cepgue
Kcrown, HO — HET, HMYEero He crny4Ymnocb. 3TO Mama NPOCTO MallMHaNbHO nonpasuna
nunaxkak. Cama oHa cTtosina, CKNOHMBLUWUCL, W rMaguna, rmaguna, 3arnaxmsana 4YTo-To,
4YTO KOrga-To 6bISI0 €€ Ao4epblo.

...a Tenepb 31O He oHa? YTo BOOOLWIE Takoe, 3TO Teno? MoXHO nn BooOLle
roBOPUTbL O HEM KaK O YenoBeke?

Kciowa ocosHaBana cebss 1 nostoMy — ga, oHa 6bl He cTtana. Ho oHa u He
pasMbllLNana Hag 3TOM TEMOW OMr0; He 3TO cenvac e€ BOSTHOBaro.

Mama kpenko, 4onro uenosana fob, n 3To 03Ha4ano ToNbKO KOHEL, BCEro.

- Het! — 3aBonuna Kcrowa. — Het!!!

Mog my3biky rpob Hayan yxoguTb Ha nnaTtgopme BHU3; YTO 3TO ObINO, HEACHO,
HO Kcilowa OoT4asiHHO >XaXkgana BepHYyTb cebs — unu 4em Tam Tenepb siBnsinacb ata
Tywa B eé nobnmom nnatbumue, U TONbKO cobaka, y)Xe HayasLlas arpecCUBHO pblyaThb,
Meluana en.

- Yxoau! — Kpukun Kcrowwm yxxe npeogonesanu 3BykoBon bapbep. — Youpancs!

OHa ygapwuna Tak CUIlbHO, HacKOmbKo Morna, cobaky no ronose, U Ta 3ackynuna.
Bnpoyewm, yentocten He pasxana — HaobopoT, oHa pe3ko noTsaHyna Kciowy Hasag, Tak
4yTO Ta ynana.

Ho... K HE NpULWEN HEOXNOAHHbBIN 3ALLUTHUK.

CTpawHaga 4épHo-hmonetoBasi TeHb, BbIMNyCTMBLIAA A3blKW, Kak ecnn Bbl 3TO
Jenano HacTosillee nnamsi, Ho bGoree ryctoe u Bs3KOe, YeM TO, YTO CyLLEeCTBYeT B
peanbHOM Mupe, 0b6xBaTuno cobaky C pasHbIX CTOPOH, @ MYXCKasd pyka B YEpPHOM
KOoXXaHoe nepyaTtke 6e3 nanbueB novmana pyky Kciowm u pesko noTaHyrna Ha cebs.
MepeTskkm ¢ cobakom 3aHANM HeQomnro; cobake BCE e MeLlann, OAUH U3 SA3bIKOB MOYTU
nornoTus eé ronosy, M en npuwnocb otnyctutb Kclowy, Torga Kak cama [eBouka
noneTtena B NponacTb, Kyaa eé Tawuna pyka.

Kctowe cTtano o4eHb CTpaLlHo.

OHa 3akpuyana.

*k%*

- O, HeT, geTka, Tak He Novaét. A He ymerl ycnokamBaTb OeTen, Mo3ToMmy
cnpaBbCs Kak-HUOyab cama.

Kciowa u cnpaBunace cama, npocto He cpasy. OHa ymena 3amorkaTtb
MOMEHTarnbHO, HO cCenvyac Ha He€ HaBanuIoCb CIIULLIKOM MHOroe, Tak YTo AUCTaHUuMs
Mexay  OTY4asiHHbIM  KPUKOM W TUXUM  BCXIIUMbIBAHWMEM  3aHANa  CeKyHA
ABaguaTtb-ABaguaTtb nATb. Kciowa He cpady Oco3Hana, YTo HaxoguTca B NPUATHOW
KpacHOBaTOM TEMHOTE, YTO €€ AEPXUT Ha pyKaxX KakoM-TO BbICOYEHHbIA CTpaxositoanHa
B rpUMe pOK-My3blkaHTa, YTO Ha3oMnMBOM cobaku psagoM HeT... M BoobLwe HUYero
pAOOM HET. N HMKoro Toxe. TONbKO 3TOT NapeHsb.

[Mmasam He nNpuUWNOCb NpPUBLIKATL K TEMHOTe, MOTOMY 4YTO cama TeMHOoTa
pacnonarana cMmotpetb B He€. OHa He pasgpaxana B3rnsd, He 3akpbiBana cobou
dourypbl; OHa NPOCTO Oblna NPUrNyLWEHHON BEPCUEN CBETA, YIOTHOM U YCNoKanBatoLLen.



- Hy, HakoHeu-TO! — Bepauna noctasun Kctowy Ha 3eMrto, U OHa NoHsana, 4to Ao
TOro OH AepXan e€ Kak KOTEHKA: NoaxBaTuB NOAMbILKK. Tak YTO Tenepb nreyn crerka
oonenwu...

[a n Boobuwe oH 6bin Kakon-To CTpaHHbIN. PokepoB Kctowa Buaena, poautenu
Opann napy pa3 e€ Ha KOHUEepT, rae el CoBCeEM Hemnb3s OblIo HaxoauTbCs, U OHa
ObICTPO ycTaBasna oOT y)acHO rPOMKMX 3BYKOB U1 Nriakana, Ho 3TU MepOornpuUsiTUsi MOMON
en ¢ bonbLuen NErkoCTbl NPUHATL OOMIMK HOBOro 3HAKOMLA: MYXX4YMHY C BblBeneHHbIM
00 cKkeneTHoro brnecka nmuoMm, ¢ YepHo-60paoBbIMM poMbamMK, HAPUCOBAHHBIMU BOKPYT
rnas, ¢ ASIMHHbIMU YEPHBIMKW BONOCaMu, B KOXXaHOW Be3pyKaBKke ¢ 3aknénkamu, Kotopas
Oblna HageTa noBepx nofocaTton (HO BCE eLUé YEPHOM) MaKrKK, B YEPHBIX KOXaHbIX Xe
LUTaHaxX N OFPOMHbIX TshHKeNeHHbIX 60TMHKax. Ha pykax — HanyrnbCHUKN (TOXE N3 KOXK) K
nepyatkn 6e3 nanbueB, cAenaHHble U3... a, MOHATHO. B gpyron OeHb 9TOT YenoBek
Bbirnsigen 6bl nyratowe, HO cenyac npousBoaus ckopee 3abaBHOe BneyaTneHue, Kak
OXMBLUMIA MYIBTUK.

MpaBga, nepeq HUM Kciowa Bcé ewé pobena. A ewé He noHMmana, Kyaa eu
AeBaTbCs U rge nponanu nana ¢ Mamomn.

- O, pbsasonbl npeucnogHen! He ©Gecnokowncs, 6e3 otBeta Tebe npuaértcs
NpOo6bLITh... — MYX4YMHA MOCMOTPEN Ha HEBMAMMbIE 4Yacbl, — OBe CeKyHAbl. A, BOT ”
3Bepb.

Co 3BYKOM aroHuM3upyrLero, YygoBULLHOIMO pbl4aHUS MOSIBUMOCH CyLEeCTBO, OT
koToporo Kcrowa cHoBa 3akpuyana (gaxe B TaKOM COCTOSIHUM FOpsio Y HEé HayuHarno
boneTb; BNpoYeM, 4YTO caenaelb co cBonmu amoumnamn?). Kakas ato 6bina tBaps! C
MOPAOW MOKPbLITOW THOWHBLIMW YMPbAMM MNaHTEpPbl, C flanon YewynyaToro netyxa... a
apyras 6bina Msrkasi, Ho ¢ KolwaybUMn KOrTsiMKU TOSLWMHOM B OTLLOBCKMK narneuy,... a eweé
Oblna Hora C KOMbITOM... CTpawwunuuie COCTOANO M3 pasHbiX 4YacTen XUBOTHbIX, U
Ka)kgasi aTa 4acTb Bena B COOTBETCTBMM CO CBOEW MPUPOAON, HE CUHXPOHU3MPYSCH B
obwmnn opraHmsm. U yygosuuie ObINO OrpoOMHbIM, Bonblue, Yem 3aragoudHbli pokep!
bonblue, yem gom!

Kakon kowmap!

- Tak, cnokonHo! — Pokep BbICTaBun BNepén pykn. — TUXo-Tuxo-tnxo. BoT nodemy
He nwobnto pabotatb C geTbMU. A, HeT, He cnywan MeHs, nwbni, Ha camom fgene
nobnto. bonblue Bcero Ha ceeTe. Hy-ka, Aep>Xu KOHMeTY.

[axe He B pykax, a cpasdy Bo pTy y Kclolm NnosBuncs kKapamesribHbIn NeTyLoK, OT
KOTOPOro OHa 4YyTb He nonepxHynacb. Bkyc... npuaTHbin. OQHOBPEMEHHO KapaMmersib,
BaHWUITb 1 KOKa-Kona, n npu aToM BCEM neaeHeL. 340poBo!

- Bot, otnuyHo, pabotaer 6e30TkasHo. [lo3HakoMbes, 31O — 3Bepb! 3Bepb,
ynblGHUCb Halen roctbe. YnblbHUCK!.. JlagHO, HEBaXXHO, HAZEKCb, 3TO HE HAHECET en
ncuxonoruyeckyto Tpasmy. He HaHecno? lNya. Moxewsb ero nornaguts.

- MoxHoO? — HepoBep4uMBO N pobko cnpocuna Kcrowa. [maanTb 3Ty WTYKY en He
XOTENoCb COBCEM.

- KoHeyHo, moxHo! A 4To, 3Bepb Teba nyraet? Kakas Tbl nnoxasi, oka3blBaeTcs,
AesBoyka. Pa3Be He MpUHATO y Bac roBOpUTb «HE Cyau KHUry no obnoxke»? Hy Tbl
NOCMOTPU Ha Hero, Kak emy rpyctHo! Passe oH He munawuka?

Uem Obl HK Bbin1 3TOT 3BEPb, KEM OH TOYHO HE SABMSANCS, TaK 9TO Munawkon. Ho
Kciowa 6bina He Tonbko pobkas, HO M BeXnuead, NO3TOMY, Yepes3 cury noaaasBLUNCh
yroBopam CTPaHHOrO poKepa, OHa nornaguna MoxHaTyk nany TBapu NpOoTMB LLIEPCTH.
TBapb yHMYTOXalOLLE 3apblyana.

- A-a-a, He Tak! Pa3Be 1ebsa He yunnu rmaguTb XMBOTHLIX? Bceraa npuxogutcs
OpaTtb BocnuTaHmne Ha cebsi. BoT Tak, BOT Tak...



Pyka My>X4mHbl fierna Ha KpolleyHyo nagoHb Kcrowm 1 nposena ero no wepcTu,
BOOSb IMHMM pocTa.

CTpaHHO, HO fJaxe WepcTb Yy 3TOr0 CywlecTBa Kasanacb OTBpaTUTENbHOWN.
HenoHATHO, Kak Takoe BOOOLLE BO3MOXHO, HO OHa Kak Xyalas HeHaTyparbHas TKaHb,
eLlé n dbmuna ctaTUyYeCcKNM 3NEKTPUYECTBOM.

- 3amevatenbHo, BOT U pasobpanuck. Hy, 4To X, noxanyn, Ham npuaétca TyT
KopoTaTb BeYyHOCTb? He BonHyncd, y Aaaun benvana nogrotoBrneHa uenas
nporpamma...

- A rge mama n nana?

- boxeudkn-koweykn! PasBe Tbl He MOHAMNA, YTO Tbl OOMblie C HUMK He
yBUANLLBLCA?

- He yBuxycb?..

- Hy, Teopetnyeckn. Nonarato, 4O MOMEHTa CMEPTU KaXgoMy U3 HUX NpUaETCcA
XOaTb NeT COPOK-NATbAECAT... Tbl UX BOCAMTANa yXacHO CKyYHbIMWU nogbMu. Hukakumx
amoparnbHbIX BpeOHbIX NPUBbLIYEK, HAYETO NHTEPECHOTO.

- Ho 9 e nx yBnxy? Korga oHu. ..

- O, mumnaa gesodka, nobon HaxoguTca Tam, rge emy n mecto! Tbl MOXelb
MOCMOTPETb Ha Ty CTOPOHY... BNpovem, He Aaymaw, 4to Tebe ypactca. Cama
NOHMMaeLlb, 3aBeca TyT NNOTHas, AbIM, cMor, nap... [lypHaa akonormnsa. Oboxato aTo.

- Mama rosopuna, 4To Ha Hac CMOTPAT CBEPXY...

- A Buonorna roBopuTt, YTO BCe MEpPTBblE OKasblBalTCA CHU3Y. Pa3sBe Tbl He
BMAena, Kak onyckawT TBOM rpo6?

Kctowe Hevero 6bino otBetuUTb. OHa... pacTtepsanacs.

Hy, poa, oHu BHM3y... Ho aToro xe ObiTb HEe MOXET, YTO OHa HuKorga He
BCTPETUTCS C Nanon n Mamon...

- K TOMy Xe y H1X, Aan NOCMOTPETh... ara. PacnnaHnpoBaHo eLlé ABoe AeTULLEK,
net yepes nATb U 4Yepe3d cemb. [loBepb MHe, UM OydeT 4yeM 3aHATbCA. 3Haellb,
HeygadHasa npoba nepa ckopo 3abbiBaeTcs.

Kctowa 6bina rotoBa 3apblgatb. [1psam TyT, Ha mecTe.

- Hy-Hy-Hy, 9 By cnésku! MNnakatb TyT He Hago. Nopaayncs 3a cebs: HUKoro U3
cTapLumx, HUKoro ua s3pocnbix! [lenam 4yto xoyewsb!

- A xouy Kk Mmame...

- Tak, manbiw, yxe HauYnHaelwb pasgpaxartb. — Pokep ckpusun ryby v cen nepep
Kciowen. — Tol mepTBa. Bcé, tpyn. XKmyp. TpynewHuk. MeptBeunHa. Tebsa otnpaBaT B
neyb KpemaTopusi, a TBOM Mpax BbICLINAT B YpPHY BMecCTe C HenepepaboTaHHbIMU
KOCTSIMU N 3aXOPOHAT Ha ceMenHoMm ydvacTtke. HOp gen, maneHbkad. MeMeHTO mopw.
CmMunpuch ¢ aTuMm.

Cnésbl y>xe He NpPOCTO BbLICTYNUIN, HO TENepb yXXe U He caepuBanuck. Kcrowa
He oOXwugana, YTO KTO-TO €M CKaXeT C TakoW NogoedcKon NPSIMOSIMHENHOCTbIO, YTO C
HEeWn NpPon3oLuUno.

OHa, KOHEeYHO, 3Hana... HO BCE paBHO OT 0OWMAHbIX CMIOB CTAHOBWUMOCH TONbLKO
ropLle u cTpaluHee.

- He 6ecnokornics. Ha ewwé KoHgeTKy.

Bo pTy Tenepb okasanacb cCOBCeM He KOHpeTKa, a nepexapeHHada cura. Kcrowa
3akawnsanace.

- A BoT noGno cMoTpeTb Tenesm3op. Tbl BeAb Toxe?.. AX, HET, NOKOMEeHue
anbda BOCNUTAHO Ha nnaHwertax. HwWkakon poOMaHTUKM CTapbiX TPYOKOBbIX
TenesuwmkoB. Hy, Torga mos 3agada npocsetuTb 1ebs. [onaém cMoTpeTb MyNbTUKN?

- A He xouy...



- O, noeepb, Tebe Hago pasBesaTbCA. Tbl Tak HacTpaganach 3a 3Tu gHu, Tebe He
kaxxeTtca? [Ja u TyT He TO 4ToBbl MHOIMM MOXHO OblfNo 3aHATbCA... Pa3sBe He Byger
NPUATHO YCTPOUTLCA € Aaaen bennanom Ha gmMBaHe U CMOTPETb MYNBTUKA?

HeT, onpenenéHHo He bbino.

Ho kak oHa MoxeT conpoTnBnATbCsa B3pocnomy? OHa MoXeT 3akpuyaTtb. MoxeT
nosesaTtb nany u mamy. lobpyto cobaky. Ho kto eé TyT ycnbiwunt? OHa nocpean Hurge,
€ONHCTBEHHbIE, KTO Haxo4sTCs cenyac C Her psiaoM, 3TO CTPALUHbIN POKEP U HE MEHee
CTpallHOe uydoBuule, nMbifkawlwee orHém. Kciowa B UenoM He ccopunacb C
HE3HaKOMbIMW B3POCMNbLIMW, WU AaXe CO CBOUMW POOUTENSIMU CKOpee KaHiuuna wu
TpeboBana BHMMaHUSA. Ho... 3TO KaKOW-TO MNOCTOPOHHWW A0, K TOMY >Xe SIBHO
OMacHbIN; YTO OHA MOXET?

Hy 1 MynbTUKM CMOTpETb BPOAE HECTPAaLLHO.

Pokep nogHan Kclowy Kak KOTEHKa, MNOAMbLIWKW, M ycagun Ha BHe3amnHo
obpasoBaBLWINNCSA KpacHbIM anBaH. Booblle BOKpyr Hayana npoctynatb o6CTaHoOBKa, n
Kctowe oHa He ckasaTb YTOObl HpaBMnach: KOBPbl, MHOrO KOBPOB, TEMHO-KOPUYHEBbLIE,
pbbkuUn abaxyp, TEMHO-3efé€Hble CTeHbl C PUCYHKOM B BuAe pacTeHun... Bpoge
KpacuBo, a BPo4e M HEYITHO.

- Kpacota!l — Pokep OTKMHyncA Ha cnvHKy gueaHa. — Jlobn, 3Haewb nwu,
N3bICKaHHbIE MHTEpbepbl. Ecnn Obl Tbl Nogpocna XoTb HEMHOro, ToXe Obl oueHuna.
Bnpoyem, He nydwe nuM ymepetrb Mornogon? MeHblue pas3oyapoBaHUK, MeHbLUe
npobnem, coBceM HeT LwWwkonbl... Hy, BC&, MHe Hagoeno ¢ Tobow pasroBapusaTb,
BKto4aem!

TeneBu3op, KOTOPbLIN BAPYr O4YyTUACA nepeg Kpecnom, 6Obin Kakon-To
CMEXOTBOPHO CTapblil: TOSMCTbIA, C AEPEBAHHLIM KOPMYCOM, BbIMYKNOW FIMH30N 3KpaHa,
TONCTEHHbIMU KHOMKamMu. Pokep HarHyncs K Hemy W, pyrasicb kak canoxHuk (Kcrowwe
noka He Obln MNOHATEH KOHUENT pyraHu, HO TO, YTO OH rOBOPWUI1, OHa TOYHO onpegensana
KaKk Hexopollee), HacTpavBan C [OMOLbID KaKoOW-TO  KPYTUIKA  Opoxallee
n3obpaxeHue.

- BoT! — HakoHeL OH ocTaHOBMMCA N OTKUHYICA Ha3agd. — Mon nobuMbI MyIbTUK.
Tebe noHpasuTcs, Nnpasaal

OTO... He BbINT MyNbTUK.

Hy To ecTb kak. PucoBaHHbIN 3HAYMT MyNbTUK. HO NpOCTO MO copepXaHuo aTo
Oblm He MynbTUK: TaM npocTo ManeHbkad Kciowa nexana B rpoby. OueHb
peanucTnuyHasi, o4eHb MNoxoXka, B TOM e nnatbe, YTO €€ MOXOPOHWUMN, HO TOSbKO
HapucoBaHHasi.  BOKpyr HMKOro, TONbKO rpob 1 nycToTa.

Kak e Kcrowe ctano crpawHo!

- He xo4y cmoTtpeTsb!

- Hy, Tbl e ewé He Hayana!

- He xouy!!!

Kcrowa nonbiTanack BbIBEPHYTLCS, OAHAKO Lenkne nanbubl pokepa nepexsaTunm
€€ 1 pe3Ko BCTPAXHYNW. OTO He Obina pewunTenbHad, HO NackoBasi yBEPEHHOCTb
nobpon cobaku: Tak XBaTatoT TONbKO 3rble B3pochble. O4YeHb, OYEHb 3Mble B3pOCTible.

- Manblw, Tbl HE XO4Yellb MeHs pa3o3nuTb. NoBepb. Tbl HE Begélb cebs Kak
LBETOK XW3HW, @ COPHSIKK, 3Haelb Nu, cpbiBaloT. AX, Aa, Tebsa n copsanu, Tbl ymepna.
Tbl HUIKOMY He HyxHa. Tak 4To 3aKpown, noxanywcra, poTuK, U coctasb asae benunany
KOMMaHuto, NagHo?

Kciowa menko-menko 3agpoxana. OHa 6osinack. dpyrve getu, korga 60anuch,
Ha4yMHanNM rpoOMKO KpuyaTb M 3BaTb MaMmy, HO OHa — OHa 3aMblkanacb W KanpusHudana
TUXO, pasguvpaemasi OlyuleHMeM HecnpaBeasIMBOCTM M CTPaxoM, YTO en-TO cenvac



AoctaHeTcs. He OT poautenen, OHW M PYKM Ha HEE HuKorga He NoaHaAnu, — oT
CTpaLLHbIX, HegoOpPbIX B3POCHIbIX.

Tak 4To OHa, TPACSCb N BCXNUMbIBas, CMOTpena Ha 3KpaH.

A Ha akpaHe npoucxoauno ctpawwHoe! Koxa ctarmeanacbk, obxBaTtbiBasd CKeneTnk
TOHKMM MNOKPbIBANnioM, rfasa BBanvBanuncb M BbiCbIXanu, obHaxasa XyTKue rmasHuubl. ..
Mo Teny nonsanu 4YepBsikK... BOT nosiBunacb nvcuyka C getkamn, U OHU Hayanu
OTrpbi3aTb 6eCnoMOLLHbIE PYYKM MEPTBOM KCIoLM MO KyCcOYKaM...

- Hy, aT0 XygoxecTBeHHOe npeyBennyeHne. PeanncTuyHbIn CIOXKET NONOET YyTb
no3xe. 3TO TO, Kak Morno 6bl 6bITb, ecnu 6bl TBOM Nana n mama Bbibpanu 6bl Apyron
cnocob 3axopoHeHus. S BCE-Takum LEMOH, Tak YTO fJaBaun npocnounnepro Tebe CroXeT:
3Ha4nUT, Tak, naTonoroaHaToMu4yeckoe oTaeneHue, Tebe cpesalT yepen, BbIHUMAKOT
MOS3T....

- XBATAT!!

- Tuxo! — 3TO CTpalWHbIN, HeYenoBeYeCKUn rofnoc, KOTOPbIA NpuaasnmMeBan K
3emne... ToyHee, K AnBaHy, HO pasHuua Hebonbwas. — Tel BYJELWb cnywate meHs. Tobl
BYAELWb ato cmoTpeTb. 3Haelwsb, Tbl N06ONbLITHAA AeBOYKa, U — 9 yBaxato 370. U g 6bl
XOTen yaoBnNeTBOpUTb TBOE MOOOMLITCTBO. 3Ha4MT, TakK, Adanblle — npoueaypa
Kpemauumu...

- XBatut! Xsatut! Xsatut!!!

Kcrowy agepkann Kpenko, Kak ecnu bbl eé cxBaTuil OrPOMHbIA KAMEHHbIN FOfNeM.
Pokep He Tonbko ymygpsnca obxBaTuTb €€ PyKUM M HOTU, HO ewé u gepxaTb rnasa
OTKPbITbIMK; BMPOYEM, Kakas B 3TOM HagoOHOCTb, HesiCHO, Beab Kctowa 6bl BCE paBHO
He oTBena B3rnsaA... ot ATOIO.

OH 6bIn npaB. BpayebHoe otgeneHue... Kciowy BCKpbIBAKOT... AOCTAOT MOS3T...
BHYTpU Yyepena MScCo...

HET! HET!! HET!!

Mawma! NMana! Kto-Hnbygp!!!

*k*

Mo3agwn pasgancs reponvecknin nam u rposHoe poidaHne. OHO oxBaTbiBano BCHO
TEMHOTY, pacnpoCTpaHANOoCh Aaneko 3a eé npeaensl; HO 310 Bbino Jobpoe n xopollee
pbl4aHue, KoTopoe Hagensno cepgue Hagexaon. CTpaHHO Tak roBOpUTbL NPO pblvaHue,
HO OHO [aBaro 4YyBCTBO CYaCTbs U BepbI. ..

- MPOKITATAA NMCUHA! — Pokep 6pocun Kcrowy Ha gvBaH, U OHa yaapunach
nnuom 06 BHE3aMHO XECTKYI0 00MBKY. — YTO Thl TYT CTOULWb, pa3depuch ¢ Hen!

OH cHoBa cxBatun Kctowy, BcTan v rotoBuncs bexartb. [o3agn — aBa pblyaHUs:
OOHO YyXacatoLlee, XyTKoe, nosepratwouiee B NepBOObITHBIN yXac, a Apyroe — rpo3Hoe,
OTBaXXHOE, HO OYEeHb, O4EHb CBETNOE U reponCKoe.

OpHo n3gasano vygosuue, gpyroe — cobaka.

PblyaHne nepepocno B 3BYyKM Opaku, YKYCOB, BU3roB, SPOCTHOro nas; Kctowa
BAPYr oco3Hana cebsl, CBOE Terno, CBOK JIMYHOCTb U NOHAMA, YTO en TyT He MecTo. OHa
TyT cnydanHo. OHa He JormkHa TyT ObiTh. E€ 3aTawunu; aa, oHa BMHOBaTa, 4YTO nogana
OCTaTKM PYKM CBOEN, HO €€ obmaHynu, n Tenepob...

UTto oHa moxeT caenatb?

- MycTtn! Myctn!!!

- Mpekpatn kycatbes!

Kcrowy co Bceun gypv ygapunm He To 06 3emnto, He To 06 CTeHy; MO OLLyLEeHUAM
— pasbunu Bcé Teno, BKNo4as HoC 1 poT. bornb HeBbIHOCKMMaS. ..

Ho 3Byku gpakn, nam gobpon cobakm (Kcrowa cpasy noHsana, KTo 91o), a Takke
BHYTPEHHSAS 3110CTb NnogHuManu Kcrowy Ha BoccTaHue!



- Myctn!!

OHa ynunpanacb pykamu u cy4yuna Horamu; pokep XoTb U Bbifl MOryLLEeCTBEHHbIM,
HO Kak ©yaTto Obl ocTaBanca 4ernoBeKOM, KOTOPOMY MNPUXOAWMSIOCb UMETb Oefio C
Bpbikatoenca manoneTkon. A aTo OdeHb, odeHb TpyaHo! Kctowwa aTo yyBcTBOBana B 1e
peakne MOMEHTbI, KOorda KanpuaHuyarna Tak CUMbHO, YTO Bbirmbanacb B pykax nanbl u
MaMmbl, edBa MOrWMX eé yaepXaTb; OHa Kak OuKas KowlKa, Kak orpoMHas pblba, kak
XMBasi UrpyLlka Ha npyxunHke.

Ona BbipBeTcs! OHa obga3aTtenbHo BbipBeTcs!!!

- Yéptosbl getn! — Kcrowy 6pocunu Ha nos: BOT Tenepb TOYHO 3TO Obin non. —
JTagHo, He xo4ellb NO-XopoLlemy...

CTano yxacHo CTpallHO; pOKep NpeBpaTUsiCs B OFPOMHYIO TEMHOTY, OT KOTOPOM
LUK yXacarume oTPoCTKM, 0OXBaTUBLUNE BCE YeTbIpe KOHEYHOCTU MarieHbkon Kcrowwm
N noTawmeLLME €€ BO TbMYy.

Het! Het!!!

Kcrowa nbiTanach WeBennTbCA, HO e eaBa 9To yaaBaroch: OTPOCTKM OKasanucb
YXaCHO CUNbHbIMK, MOLLHee, YeM OHa Obina. Horm aépranuch, okasaBliMecs He B
COCTOSIHMM ynepeTbCcst 00 Nos, PykU pacTarnBasno B pasHble CTOPOHbI; AaXke BOMOChl — U
Te CKNeunncb ¢ TEMHOTOM 1 ¢ 6onblo Tawmnu Kcrowy Kyaa-To BOBHYTPb ObITUS.

JTan — n Gonbwasa knauarwwasa vyencTb Jobpbin cobakm nepekycmna OgHO U3
HesiBHbIX wWynaneu. OHo aepxano pyyky Kcrowwn; cobaka cxBatvna 3a Heé (bbino Obl
b6onbHo, Byab Kciowa XmBasi; HO cermyac — NPOCTO HEMPUSTHO) M Pe3ko AEPHyna Ha
cebs. MNMouyyscTBOBaB cBOGOAY, KCtowa ApocTHO 3abpbikanach, MbiTasiCb BbipBaTbCA U3
KNenkon TeMHOTbI. Y4anochk TOMbKO BblIAEPHYTb BTOPYHO PYYKY; B 9TOT MOMEHT OLLYTUMO
He xBaTtano nanbueB — Kctowa npocto obxesaTtuna weto cobakn, ymonsas bora, 4tobbl
NPSIMO cenyvac He COCKOSTb3HYTb 00PaTHO, U KPErnKo 3aXkMypuach.

*k%*

CTpaHHO, 4YTO B TaKOM CUTyauun MOXHO NOTEPATb CO3HaHWe. Kak oHa BoobLue Ha
3T0 crnocobHa? Y Heé€ HeT cosdHaHus. OHa cama co3HaHue. bbino Obl Teno — gpyrown
BOMpoc, HO cenyac Kciwowa Bnana B 6ecnamMsiTCTBO Ha HECKOSbKO MWHYT, a MOTOM
oKasanacb Ha gopore, NMOKPbITOM NEeCKOM U 3eMfEN. BOKpyr — HEMOHATHBIN Nen3ax, ero
cuuTam u He BMAOHO, He npocseynBaeT HuYero. Kak 6yato cepoe HeOO nermno Ha 3emrto
N BCE cnpsiTano, Kpome Toro, 4To y Tebs nog Horamu.

Kciowa He pasxummana obbatna n npogorkana exatb, obxsatms cobaky. Kcrowwa
y)xe He Oblna ManeHbKOW OeBOYKOW, YTODObl KaTaTbCsa MyCTb AaXke Ha Takow OOomnbLIOn
cobake BepxOM, HO Ta MPOCTO Tawmna €€, CrOBHO HEe WUCMbITbIBAA HMKAKOro
HeygobcTBa. YBuaes, 4To Kcrowa OvHynacb, OHa OCTaHOBMMACb, CKMHYMNa OEBOYKY C
cebs n npuHanacb 0bnm3biBaTh en nuuo.

- HeT, — xHblkana Kctowa, — HeT, He xody, noexanu, noexanv ganblie, 9 601Csb. ..

OpHako npucyTcTBue [obpon cobakn psgomM HEMHOro ycnokawsaso. [1pocto
Kclowa cenvac HMKaK He Morfia pacctaTbCs C Y>KaCoM, YTO OHa nepexuna ToSbKo YTo...
unu vac Hasag? [Osa? OeHb? OHn? Mo owyuweHnsM — BOT TOMbKO YTO, HO CKOSbKO
BPEMEHM MPOLLSIO Ha camMoM Aene...

Cobaka HeeCcTeCTBEHHbIM AN XMBOTHbIX NErkMM OBWXEHMEM CHsina c cebs
oLenHuK ¢ 6oYOHKOM U ypoHuna ero Ha Kcrowy. BepHee, Ha 3emMnto, HO Kugana-To oHa
SIBHO B CTOPOHY AeBoyku. Kcrowa nocmoTpena BHU3 M BMepBble OCO3Hana, 4to aToT
BOYOHOK Ha camMoM Aene NOUNbHUK C TPYDOYKON, KOTOPbIM en gasanu, korga oHa 6bina
B GonbHULe. Moxoxume CTosanM n goma, HO NPOCTO Y HUX He BbINo BNOKMPOBKK, YTOODI
HanNUTOK He BbINMBarcs...

A TyT Kak 6yaTo ecTb.



Kciowa Kynstamu noctaBuna OOYOHOK Ha 3eMIo; 3aTeM crerka Haxana Ha
KPbILLKY — TYT Xe Brnepén BbicTynuna Tpyboyka. Kcrowa cnerka npunogHsina éMKOCTb W,
obxBaTtuB rybamm TpyboUKy, OCTOPOXHO NPUHANACH MUTb.

Cnapgko. Ho He Tak, 4To ropno geper.

OTO COK €€ NOMMbLIN, NMMOHHO-OrypeYHblin. Nana kaxabii pa3 Ha Heé CMEeLLHO
CMOTpEn, MOM, YTO 3a ragoctb Tbl Nbéwb, a Kciowe HpaBunocb. O4YeHb OCBEXAET,
cnagko, HO He MPUTOPHO, U NOcie NUTb HE OYEHb XOYETCSH, TONBLKO A5 BKyCa pa3Be 4To.

300poBo.

lMpoxnagHbin, HO He uUapanawwuMi XOonogoM COK BO3Bpawan 4yBCTBO
peanbHOCTU 1 cnokoncTBusi. CTaHOBMNOCb MOHATHO, YTO BCE HE TaK MNJI0X0, YTO camoe
y>XaCHOe MpoLUo; KOHKPETHO cenyac Kcrowa cTout Ha JOopoXKe, psaom aobpas cobaka
N BOYOHOK C COKOM. MOXeT BbITb, 3TO HE XOPOLLO, HO 3TO TOYHO HE MNJI0XO.

OHa B GesonacHocTw.

Korga Kcrowa Haxana Ha KpblwKy M ybpana TpyOouky, cobaka CKnoHunacb K
BO4YOHKY, 1 TOT BonwebHbIM 06pa3omM okasancs Ha eé wee. Cobaka Becerno nbixtena, un
N3 e€ pTa cBelmBancs ASIMHHIOWMA PO30BbLIN S3bIK.

- [Mpoctn, noxanyncta, — pobko 3aroBopuna Kcirowa. Bnepsble en crtano
HenoBko: Kclowa He o4eHb MOHMMana, Kak MOXHO pasroBapuBatb C cobadkon,
NMOHMMAaET NN OHa €€ B MNOSIHOW Mepe, a eCn HET, TO B Kakoun, HO Bonblue ckasaTtb en
6b1no Hevero. — A 6onblie He Byay... Tbl NIPOCTULLL MEHA?

Cobaka He Bbirnsgena obwxeHHon. Boobuwe 4To OHa Aymana, ocTaBasnocb
HEeMNOHSATHbLIM.

3aTto camon Kctowle 6bINo 04eHb U O4EeHb CTbIAHO, N OHA He NoHMMana, Kak 3To
MOXHO Bblpa3uTb. [1pocTO ckasaTb cobake «MNpoCTu, Noxanyncra» — yxe cgenana, u
Kak OyaTO HMKakoro pesynbrata. 3aobHMmaTb-3auenoBaTb? Xopowo, HO MOMMYT fn
eé... A yroctutb, NpPMBECTU Kyaa-To, MOMPOCUTb €€ HAKOPMUTb — HY KakK Tbl 3TO
coenaellb, Korga Tbl MepTBa 1M nocpean Hurae? Hukak...

3a atnmm wmbicnamu Kcrowa enBa 3ameTtuna, vto cobaka pelmnTernibHO, HO
AenukaTHo nosesnia eé 3a cobon. [leBoyka yxe noHsana, 4to cobaka 3HaeT nydile, 4To
aenatb, W pewuna MnoKopuTbCca €en; Tem 0onee CToATb Ha MecTe Kasanocb
CTpalLHOBaTbIM — @ BAPYr TOT, packpalleHHbIN, X AoroHnT? CTpawHo n nogymarb!

A c cobakoMn... ¢ cobakomn XOpoLLO 1 CMOKOMHO.

Bckope mup BOKpyr Havan npocTtynatb. OTO NOXOAUNO Ha paHHee NpobyxaeHue,
Korga 3peHue (pokycmpyeTca, PoKycupyeTcs, a NOTOM TOSTbKO MUP BOKPYT MOSIBISIETCS U
nposasnsetca. inu korga TymaH yxogut... He 10 4ToGbl Kctowa aTto yacto Bugena, Ho
9TW KapTUHKK OTnevyaTanncb en npakTU4eckn B pogoBoON NaMsaTy, Bbl3blBas y3HaBaHue —
BMpOYeM, BCE paBHO Mpogorrkawuee cMyLwaTb, NOTOMY YTO cendac Hemnb3s 6bI0 HK
npwxaTbCa K Mame unum nane, HM oTerneybcs apyrum cnocobom. OHa ogHa, n pagom
TONbKO YBEPEHHO Yanatwas aobpas cobaka.

Mpuxogunocb naTM N NATN ganblue.

[opora koHuuMnack, n Kcrowa c cobakon wnu yxe no nyry. Bmecte ¢ necom,
TpaBoMW, MNPOCHLINALWMMUCA KYXOKALLMMUM  LWIMENSAMU U BbIPBUIA3HbIMU  f1yroBbIMU
LBeTaMmn NOSBNANOCH U Apyroe, Koe-4To BaXHOe: Apyrne oetn u gpyrue cobaku.

B ocHoBHOM geTu wnu Bce BMecTe, pasbuBasCb Ha rpynnku nomMeHblle, a ux
CONPOBOXOano CTONMbKO Xe cobak, CKOMbKOo OblNno n camux geten. A ux 6bisIo MHOrO,
odeHb MHoro! Kcrowa pactepsnacb, xotd M Obina o6WUTENLHOW Tam, BHU3Y, U
npwxanacb K CBOen cobake, a TOMbKO TKHyra HOCOM M yCTano B34OXHyna, crerka
N3Mas3aB B CIIHOHE.



K HMM nogbexana kakas-To AfMHHas U ONMHHOLWIEPCTHAs MNCUHKa, Noxoxas Ha
Te, B BUAE KOTOPbIX AenatT UrPyLIKK, U TPOMKO 3anasna Ha cobaky Kcrowu. Ta npocto
npoAoskana NbIXTeTb; €€ YLUMN NpuKanuch K Teny, a wesa cropbunack — Bcerga nioxon
3HakK, gaxe Kcrowa ato noHnmana. Ho korga gpyraa cobaka nonesna KycaTb BTOPYH 3a
Horu, To Kctowa cTpalHo paccepannacs.

- Yxoaun! — OHa TOMHyna HOron, HagBWradcb Ha OSIMHHYH cobaky. — Yxoau, He
cmen!

OnuHHas cobaka otctynuna. OHa He Obina, No Bcen BUOMMOCTU, arpeCcCuUBHOM,
xoTs Kclowy oOHa ucnyrana; npocTto nocMoTpena YEPHbIMWU rfasamMu CO CMELUHbIMU
BbICTynawLwmmn benkamu, 3asopyana n ybexana. Kcriowa TecHee npmxanacb K CBOeu
cobake; Ta YTKHynacb OrPOMHbIM LUMPOKUM NBOM K 3aTbIfIKY U TSXKKO B3OOXHYNA.

OHW nownu BMecTe CO BCEMU, HU C KEM HE 0OLLAasiCb U He MbiTasiCb NPUBUTLCSA
HM K ogHom komnaHuu. Kciowa npocto pobena, a cenyac eweé u cepaunacb, Korga
nonbiTanucb obuaeTs e€ xopowyto cobaky.

K TOMy Xe... C He3HaKOMLIEM OHa YyXXe noroBopusa. XBaTuT.

Bnpoyewm, B Ky4y nx Bcé paBHO cOunm, NpoCTO He OYEeHb TECHYIO; cobakm Beranm
BOKPYI, KOOpAWHMPYs obliee OBWXEHMEe, a Ha ropu3oHTe MNPOCTYNUIIO HEYTO BpoAae
packuHyTOro narepsa — Takon Kcrowa kak pas u Buagena Ha Tom decTtusane, kyga eé
Bo3vnn poautenu. YA3uKn, y3kasi TPOMWHKA, 3arpaguTernbHble feHTbl, Niogu B
dyTbonkax n WopTax Xaku, ¢ pauusiMuv, MOroAble OEeBYOHKWM M MapHU BO3re pasHbIX
BXOAOB.

Heyxenu oun nayt tyga? Kciowa He xodeT. Kclowa Xo4eT K YemMy-TO 3HaKOMOMY
N xopoLuemy, rge en He nNpuaeTcs obartbes ¢ ApYrMMu NIogbMMU.

Hy unn nyctb xoTa Obl psgom byaet gobpas cobaka. ..

A oHa n 6bina.

OuytmBwmnce y ogHoro u3 KIIM, cobakn 3anasnu, 1 K 4eTaM BbIWAN Te camble
nogn, kotopblx Kctowa Buaena usganeka. OHM nogxogunu K OEeTaMm, psgom Obinu
cobakm 9TUX [OeTen, B3pocrble YTO-TO crpawmBanu... [danble paccMOTPeTb He
NONyYnriocb — K HEeW [OBOSIbHO CKOPO MOAOLUENT HEMOMOOOM MyX4YMHa B LIOPTax W
Xunete ¢ Ky4yen KapmMaHoB.

- Tbl... ox. Kctowa AHTroxoBa?

Kcrlowa monyana. 9ToT He3Hakomel siIBHO 6bin Jobpee npeablayLwero... OAHaKo
3aroBapmBaTtb C HAM BCE eLl€ Mnoxo.

- A MNetposuny. byaem opyxunts?

Kciowa yTkHynacb B wWepcTb cobaku. XKanb, He MOXeT 3apbiTbCA B Heé
nanbuamu...

- A cenyac cobayky HEMHOro nopyrato, Tbl paspellaellb?

- Hert!

Kciowa passepHynacb M MNoOYMTU npoopana 3Tto. BOT 4To OHa TOYHO MOXeET
cKasaTb, TaK 3T0 «HeT». OcobeHHO Ha Takoe NpeanoXeHune.

- Hy cobauyka e 1ebsa notepsana, B Ag ypoHuna.

- Hnkyna oHa meHs He Tepsana! A cama npbirdyna! Camal

Mpn BCEX HeyaoOHbIX MOMEHTax CBOEro xapakrepa Kcrowa Hukorga He agpanacs,
He Ouna gpyrnx, He BBsA3blBanacb B CKMNOKW. [la, OHa Morna rpoMKo, npuvBerekas
BHMMaHWe, nonnakaTtb, HO ApaTbca?..

[a paxe cenyac en He xoTenocb 3TOro genartb. HO, ecnv 3TOT He BHyLUAOLWNIA
[0BepUsa YenoBek, pelnT HanacTb Ha cobaky, To Kctowe HMYero He ocTaHeTcs genatb

ApYroro...
- He oepwichb, Tbl xopolwas. A ToNbKo YyTb-4yTb NOpyrato.



Myx4ymHa cCTporo nocmoTpen Ha cobaky; Ta cuaena npuUCTbhKeHHOo, Oypass
BMHOBATbIM B3rMSIA0M M3-N0g ryCTbiX OpoBen 1 HU3KO-HU3KO BUMAS XBOCTOM.

- Tbl 3a4em Kcrowwy ypoHuna?

- Npekpatute! OHa He poHana!!l

- [MetpoBuy! — MyxunHa B3OpOrHymn; nos3agu MosiBUNCA LPYrOoW, MOSoXe, B
XampaTHuKe, [KMHCOBOM >uneTte, ¢yTbonke C MaHgana-pucyHKOM, 3Haykamun |
YEpPHbIMW KpyrnbiMn odkamun. Bonockl anuHHble ... — A, ®eoduna Kcrowy npueena! Hy
300POBO Xe, YTO pyraeLwbcs?

- Tak maneHbkasa B Ag ynana...

- JlagHo, BCé, 3abbinn. — Cobaka obpagoBanacb M BCTana Ha 3agHuME HOrM B
NPUBETCTBMU, YyTb He MoBanuB [JoOpoXenaTtenbHOro HesHakomua. — Hy npwuser,
NPUBET... 3aperncTpmpyn n 4OMomn npmeeamn, XopoLuo?

- Tak 9 Ha To4ke CTOol0...

- A 3ameHio. [laBan, Kcrowy xayT y>xe OaBHO.

- A HUKyga He nonay, — ynpsiMo NpomnsHecna AeBoyka, obxeBaTbiBasi pagoCTHYIO,
ObOLLYI0 XBOCTOM B pasHble CTOPOHbI cobaky.

- Oa bl yero, Kciow, B aBepsax ocTtaHewbcsa? Tam Teba 6abylwika ¢ genyLikomn
XAOYT...

Kciowa B HenoHMMaHuM ycTaBunacb Ha MyX4YuMHYy B XampaTHuke. B cmbicne
6abyLwika n gegywika?

- Hy, npababywka n npagegywka. NpocTo NOSIHOCTBIO FOBOPUTL ASMHHO.

- He Bepto.

- Xopouwo, a ecnu ®eocpuna tebsa npuseaét? C Hen nonaéLb?

Kcrowa pobko, ¢ HegoBepmem nocMoTpena Ha cobaky. Ta... He Bbirnagena Tak,
OyaTO MMena Kakon-TO TalHbIW, CKPbITLIN OT rna3 Kciowwm nnaHx.

- Monay...

- Hy BOT 1 xopowo. [laBan, BHEC? Bcé, naute...

- Tak ®eochmna 3a Apyrumu yxe...

- [a 410 Bbl OKOpOKpaTMIO pasBenu, ceBoauTe yxe pebéHka AoMOM HakoHew!
Hwuero ctpalwiHoro, notom nonget deoduna 3a apyrummn. He ropumr.

[Moka B3pocnble 3aHUManUCb KakMMU-TO CBOMMW JdenaMuv W OCTaBnsanu
pacnopsbkeHnsa gpyrum lNetposmnyam un lNetpoBHam, Kctowy yxsatmnack 3a cobaky u3
nocrnegHux cun, 4yTb He aywa eé. [locne npousowenuwero oTnyckaTb €€ TOYHO He
XOTENoCb; TYT He BbIIO HU TEMHOTbI, HU XXYTKOrO TeneBu3opa, HO — el yXXe XBaTumno
OOHOro pasa noTepsATb €OUHCTBEHHYH 3alMTHULY €€ B 3TOM COCTOSIHUW, XBaTwUT.
BTopow pa3 npocto 6yaeTt cTpalluHo.

W... kakne ewé npababywka c npagenywkon? OHU, KOHEYHO, Y HEé Bbinun, 3TO
04EBUOHO, HO B TOM MUpe ¢ 06enx CTOPOH cambiMu CTapimmm ans Kcrowm octaBanumch
npocto 6abyLwku ¢ gegywkamu. MNpegbigyuiee NoKoneHMe ymepso-To 4aBHo. ..

Hy a c gpyron cTtopoHbl — Kyfa eweé eé gesatb? Ecnuv TyT OHa ogHa... U3 Bcex
CBOMX 3HAKOMBbIX.

...He nonaét Hukyaa, nyctb Peocmna e€ Tyaa-obpaTHO ¢ cOBOM HECET.

*k%*

deochmna B utore n noHecna. Hy, Tak, nosena, 3ab60TNMBO NOTSHYB 32 KaMtOLLIOH.
Matbeca y KIIT gencTBuTENbHO CTAHOBUOCH YTOMUTESbHO, @ HUKTO U3 B3POCHbIX He
noaxogun cnuwkom 6nmn3ko, Tak YTO co3gaBasioCb yCnokauBalllee BrneyatrnieHne, 4Yto
HWKTO He cTaHeT goHumaTb Kcrowwy.

A c cobakon... c cobakon NonpocTy ObINo CrNoKOMHeE.



3a NEeHTOYKOM HaynmHanocb Hebornblloe nosie: Tam CToANU NAM U BCTpedyanm
Tex, KTO 3axogun. bonblwvMy KOMNaHMSAMW, ManeHbKUMW... B3POCHble TSHYNUCb K
AeTaMm, OeTn — KO B3pOChblM, MHOrAA Cpean BCTpeyarolmx CTOSNU U POBECHUKMW...
Kciowa noyyscTBOBana cebs rpycTHOM WM [e30pUeHTUPOBaHHOW, ofHako cobaka
pewmnTensHO noeesna e€ aanblle, MMMO nanaTok ¢ YyppocaMmn 1 YamHbIMU.

Mpababywka v npagegywka cuaenu y CTaporo NMBHOIO napbKa, Kakux yxe
AaBHO He cTpounu. Kcrowa n He onosHarna, 4YTo 3TO Takoe, TOMbKO N1Wb YAMBMNach,
YyBUOEB OrPOMHYIO KPYXXKY B pyKax Monogoro napHsi. Psgom ¢ HAM cugena ero xeHa B
06nNuKe cemMnaecaTUneTHen XeHLWMHbl — 1, MAAa Ha TO, Kakas Y HUX 6onbliasa pasHuua
B Bo3pacTe, Kclowa pactepsanacbk. Pa3sse X Tak MOXHO?..

OHn obBa Bckouunun ¢ mecta, n 6abywke He noTpeboBanacb nomouwb Gonee
Mornogoro Ha Bug cynpyra. [uMBo cnerka pasnunocb MNO CTOSMMKY, MOMEHTanbHO
ncnapssicb C MOBEPXHOCTU, @ HE OCTaBasCb Ha HEW KNENKUM NATHOM.

- On, KcroweHbka, gosenn-taku!

Moyemy oHa BOOGLEe nogymana 06 3aTUX cnyyarHbIX nogax Kak o cBoen pogHe?
Kciowa He noHumana. OHa 4yBCTBOBana, 4To 3TW JIIOAM UMEKT K HEW Kakoe-TO
rnmybokoe OTHOLLUEHME, HO, ecrnn e€ CNpOoCUTb, Kakoe XXe KOHKPETHO, OHa Obl Bpsag Nu
cmorna oTBeTuTb. MpoCTo... YTO-TO YyBCTBOBANOCH OT HUX, N BCE TYT.

XoT4 OHa BCE ewé pobena n ncnognodbs nornagbisana Ha 0bounx.

- KcroweHbka, A MaBa, TBosi npababyLlka. Na-ea. A ato Kons, npageayLuka.

- JaBan obHnmaTtbes, Ketow! — [eaywka ¢ obesopyxusatoen yrnblbkon cmoTpen
Ha Kclowy, pacnaxHyB 06baTus. K HeMmy npasga xoTenocb NOAOUTU U NO300POBaThLCA. ..
Ho Kclowa Bcé ewwé 6osinack pasgenutbcs ¢ cobakon. Ewé He Ao KoHua Bepwuna, 4To
BCE B Nopsake...

- He 6owncsa, KcroweHbka. — Pagom odyTtuncsa letposud, yxe 6e3 pauun. OH
OCTOPOXHO KOCHYFCS ChuHbl OEBOYKU, U Ta AépHynacb. — Bcé xopowo. Tel Tenepb
aoma. Hy, nam k 6abyLike ¢ gegyLkon.

Kciowa ¢ nogospeHneMm n 6ecnokoncTtBoM nocmoTpernia Ha cobaky. Peodumna
cena Ha nony 1 AoBorbHO nbixtena. OHa nepesena B3rnag Ha Kcrowy 1 nuaHyna eé.

Bcé... B nopsagke?

- MeTpoBuny, ¢ Hen BCE B nopsagke? KcroweHbka?

- OHa ynana B A, Ho ®eodmna eé BbiTalmna.

- On...

- [a kak Tak, — gegyLika B3ApOrHyn, — Kak Tak-To?

- Bcé xopowwo, HM4ero He cnyymnock. KclolweHbka, MoCMOoTpuy, 3To TBOM BGabyLuka
C OenyLUKOMN.

- OHu pasHble, — ynpamo npotdaHyna Kcitowa. He ckasatb xe, 4To oHa un 6e3
MeTpoBuya aTo NoHsana.

- Tak Mbl cyacTnMBbI B pa3HOe BpeMS, — AeayLuka ynblibHyncs, XOoTH, KaxeTcs, B
ero ynolbke Obina rpyctb. — MHe B gBaguatb xopowo 6bino, 6abywke TBOEW... BOT
Torga.

- Bcé xopowo, KcroweHbka, — 6abywka notaHynack k gesodke. — Ou, pyyek
HeT... [NeTpoBuy, a y NacTyxa Henb3st NoNpPocuTL? Hy HEXOPOLLIO Kak-To...

- Tbl xoyewsb pyyku, Kcrowa?

Kcrowa megneHHo nokadana ronoson. CepbE€3HOCTb BOMpoca He goxoguna go
Heé OKoH4YaTerlbHO, HO cervac oHa BoOOLLe Maro YTo xoTena.

- Hy, nagHo, nepegymaellb — ckaxelb. TyT n 6e3 pyyek MOXHO.

- KctoweHnbka, ga 4to Tbl? Bouwbesa, 4to nn?

- A He xo4y oT Heé yxoauTb! — Kclowwa He pyranacbk, NpOCTO ckasarna 3Tu cnosa
oveHb rpomko. OHa yxe oT Bcero yctana... — A ¢ Her nogoxay! Mama korga npuaét?



- Heckopo, Kctow, Heckopo. A ®eoduna — paboyas cobadka, ern gpyrmx Hago
BOAUTL. [lpyrum ke Toxe AONTU HaZO...

Kciowa TecHee npwxanacb kK cobake. HasepHoe, rnyno BOT Tak BOT cuaeTb U
YyNPSAMUTBLCS... MPOCTO — OHA TYT HNUYEro N HUKOrO He 3HaeT. [la, aTu Noaun, KaxeTcs, He
3nble, gobpble... HO OHa He XO4eT C HMMKU. [pocTo — He xo4veT. A ¢ cobakon Xouer,
cobaka cnacna eé. [loyemy He OCTaBuUTb B Nokoe?

- faBain Tak: Peocumna Kk Tebe B roctn xoanTb OyaeT, a Tbl NOKa Mamy C Nanoun y
6abyLuKkn ¢ geayLwKon NOAOXKAELb, XOPOLLO?

- A oHun korga byayT?

- TyT HeT yacos, Kctow. B cBon cpok npuayT. Ho y 1eba TyT Opy3bsa nosiBaTcs,
apyrue 6abywkn ¢ gegywkamu npuayT. MpocTo Hago YyTh-4yTh NOAOXKAATb.

- A ¢ deodpmnon nonay.

- A Henb3d, 4TobbLI cobayka ¢ Hamum nocugena? — babywka ¢ monbboun
nocmoTpena Ha letpoBuya. — Hy nycTb Y4yTb-4yTb NOAOXKAET, @ TaM Mbl €€ OTNYCTUM.

[MeTpoBMY TsKENO B3OOXHYM; eMy SIBHO ObIflo TSKENo NpUHUMaThb peLueHue.
Haxe Kciowa nornsabiBana Ha Hero; 3TOMY YeroBeKYy HUYEro He CTOUSI0 MPOCTO
pasnyy4nTb eé ¢ cobakomn 1 NOBTOPHO pa3dbuTb en cepgue. Bapocnble 4acTo Tak genator.

- JlapHo, — HakoHel, NpousHéc oH. — [lpaBaa, O6bin TPYAHbIA MOMEHT... Mbl
npugymaemMm YTo-HMOyab, Kak 3ameHuTb. Tonbko, KctoweHbka, notom deocune Hago
Byget nontu paboTtatb, Tbl OTAYCTULLL €€7

Kciowa He BblgepkmBarna BHMMaTenbHoro 4obporo B3rnsaa B CBOK CTOPOHY. OHa
aymarna KMBHYTb... HO cenyac el He XxoTenocb atoro genatb. Cenvac Bce nycCTb
OCTaBAT €€ B MokKoe.

- Cnacnbo Tebe 6onbwoe. Tbl xopowas gesodvka. Peodumna, Tbl OXpaHAaAN €€
XOpOLLO, NagHo?

MeTpoBny ewé yTo-TO roBopwun, Ho Kctowa ero He cnywana. Bctanu 6abyuuika,
BCTan gegyluka, oHU ewé 4to-to obcyxaann, 6abylwka nackoBo obHsna Kciowy, u ta
BpoAde nojanacb, HO Ha pyku K aeny 3abuvpartbecs oTkaszanacb. EM HamoTanu Ha pyky
NOBOAOK, KOTOpbIN npuuenunun Kk deodcune, n NOTOM B3pOCrble NoBenu eé€ 3a cobon.
Kciowa cmoTpena 3a TeMm, Kak CMoKOMHO 1 yBepeHHOo naét deoduna, n en cTaHOBUIOCh
HEMHOrOo fnerye.

PapocTtu... pagoctu noka He 6bino. OHa YyBcTBOBarna, 4To BygeT: ckopee BCero,
[MeTpoBKY npaB, U OHa HanMQET cebe Apys3en unu gpyrnx 3HakOMbIX... MPOCTO cenvac
OHa CTpallHO ycTana u xotena 6bl 3abpaTbCsa B KpoOBaTb MW KyAa-HUOYAb, rae TUXO U
CMOKOMHO, OTPEBETLCS M NocnaThb.

MosiBUNCS ropod; MMMO MpoTeKkanu yTonawwpne B 3€feHN YacTHble W
MHOIOKBapTMPHbIE 4OMa, OHM UMM MO OOpOore, Ha KOTOPOW He ObiNo MallvH, CBETUIO
HeXxapkoe corHue, naxmno SfIMCTBOM W PEYKOW, M MOCTEMEeHHO B Aylle CTaHOBUOCH
CNoKonHO. MoXeT BbITb, HE XOPOLLIO, HO CMIOKOMHO.

Kciowa ocrtaHoBuMnacb M co Bcen cunbl obHAna cobaky. babyuwika 3aoxana,
ckazana: «Otnyctn, 3agywwuuwb!», gegywka 4To-TO yTtewarn, a cobaka npocTo
YOOBNETBOPEHHO MbIXTENa, M HOC YTbIKAnNcAa B ASIMHHYIO LWEPCTb Ha TONCTOWN OfIMHHON
wee.

Hwuyero. Octanocb NPOCTO YyTb-4yTb NOAOXOATb.



