
How to Navigate the AJC Data Studio 

Last updated: March 30, 2026

About This Guide 

This guide explains how to navigate the ASEAN-Japan Centre Data Studio, an open-access data 

platform providing curated insights on ASEAN-Japan economic and social relations. 

 

This guide is divided into the following sections: 

●​ (Optional) Pop-up form 

●​ Home Page 

●​ Sustainability Regional Panorama 

●​ Sustainability Country Profile 

●​ Trade & Investment Regional Panorama 

●​ Trade & Investment Country Profile 

●​ Data Discovery Hub 

 

 

(Optional) Pop-up form 

This pop-up opens with every new visit to the AJC Data Studio. You are welcome to either 

answer or skip. Answering this helps us gain a better understanding of the data studio’s user 

demographics.  

 

 



​
Image: Optional pop-up form 

 

Home Page 

Overall View 

The homepage provides easy access to different parts of the Data Studio, containing multiple 

ways to navigate through. Below is the overall view of the home page, which includes: 

●​ Navigation Bar 

●​ Start Here 

●​ Platform Capabilities 

●​ Explore the Platform 

●​ Getting Started 

●​ About 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



Image: Overall view of home page 

 

Navigation Bar 

 

​
Image: Navigation Bar 

 

From the Navigation Bar, you can get to the following: 

●​ Top Navigation Bar (Fixed across all pages) 

○​ Storyboards: Shows list of themes. Click a theme to view their respective 

Regional Panorama. 

○​ Country Profiles: Shows list of available countries: Japan, ASEAN (aggregate), 

ASEAN member countries, and Reference Countries. Click the country of choice 

to view their Country Profile Landing Pages.  

○​ Data Discovery Hub: Links directly to the Data Discovery Hub. 

○​ Additional Resources: Shows list of additional resources that are hosted outside 

of the Data Studio. 

○​ Contact Us: Links to a Google Form where you can provide us with feedback. 

●​ Home Buttons 

 



○​ Get Started: Links to the Start Here section in the home page.​
 

 
Image: Navigation Bar’s Storyboards showing expanded list 

 

 
Image: Navigation Bar’s Country Profile showing expanded list 
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Image: Navigation Bar’s Additional Resources showing expanded list 

 

Start Here 

This section aims to support users in assessing their use case for the Data Studio, as well as 

suggested links based on what we anticipate are most helpful. Each user type includes links that 

will lead you to specific sections of the Data Studio. 
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Image: Start Here section 

 

Platform Capabilities 

This section provides a general overview of the Data Studio’s capabilities. 

 



​
Image: Platform Capabilities section 

Explore the Platform 

This section summarizes the three ways you can engage with data on the Data Studio: Regional 

Panorama, Country Profile, and Data Discovery Hub. Read to get an understanding of the data, 

and click through the links to be directed to the correct sections. 

 



​
Image: Explore the Platform section 

 

Getting Started 

This section shows new users how to navigate the platform. From here, users can quickly access 

the three ways to engage with the data, as well as access the user guide. 
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Image: Getting Started section 

 

About 

This section contains information about the platform, how it was built (including data sources 

and update frequency), and quick resources such as our data documentation guide, user guide, 

and contact us form. 

 

 



Image: “About” section of home page 

 

Regional Panorama 

 

Regional Panorama Landing Page 

The Country Profile is one of three ways to engage with the data on the Data Studio, and is one 

of two Storyboards. Storyboards are curated data stories anchored on key indicators to inform 

reporting, policy, and research. Each of the four themes (Sustainability, Trade & Investment, 

Development, and People Exchange) will have a Regional Panorama and a Country Profile. 

Start with the Regional Panorama to view regional patterns, including seeing how ASEAN 

countries and Japan compare.  

(Note: Development and People Exchange are still under development.) 
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Image: Regional Panorama Landing Page 

 

 

 

Sustainability Regional Panorama  

 



Overall View 

The Sustainability Regional Panorama includes three charts that can be expanded or closed for 

easier viewing. Below is what the whole page looks like filtered to the year 2023, with only the 

first chart expanded. 

 



 



Image: Overall view of Sustainability Regional Panorama 

 

Chart Controls 

Charts can either be configured through Page Filters, which applies to all charts on the page 

where applicable; or Chart-only Filters, which are unique to that chart. Additionally, when it’s 

possible to toggle on / off the display of data on the chart itself, a note will be included. 

 

Here is a quick summary: 

 

BY CHART 
●​ Cross-country CO2 Emissions 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data 

○​ Primary / Secondary Axis: Configures the countries to be included in the chart. 

Default showing is ASEAN and Japan 

●​ Growth Carbon Decoupling 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Sectoral Drivers Heatmap 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

BY AVAILABLE CONTROLS 

●​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Year Range: only in Cross-Country CO2 Emissions 

●​ Primary / Secondary Axis: only in Cross-Country CO2 Emissions 

 

Images of Charts 

 

 

 



​
 



Image: Cross-country CO2 Emissions chart 
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Image: Growth-carbon decoupling chart 
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Image: Sectoral drivers heatmap chart 
 

 

Trade & Investment Regional Panorama  

 

Overall View 

The Trade & Investment Regional Panorama includes three charts that can be expanded or 

closed for easier viewing. Below is what the whole page looks like filtered to the year 2023, with 

only the first chart expanded. 

 

 



 



Image: Overall Trade & Investment Regional Panorama 

 

 

Chart Controls 

Charts can either be configured through Page Filters, which applies to all charts on the page 

where applicable; or Chart-only Filters, which are unique to that chart. Additionally, when it’s 

possible to toggle on / off the display of data on the chart itself, a note will be included. 

 

Here is a quick summary: 

 
BY CHART 

●​ Cross-country Trade and Investment Openness Trends 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data 

○​ Left / Right Axis: Configures the countries to be included in the chart, based on 

the indicator per axis. The default showing is ASEAN / Japan, with FDI toggled 

off. 

■​ Left Axis: Trade (as % of GDP) 

■​ Right Axis: FDI (as % of GDP) 

●​ Trade Development Positioning Bubble Chart 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Sankey Chart 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

○​ Exporter Countries 

○​ Importer Countries 

 
BY AVAILABLE CONTROLS 

●​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Year Range: only in Cross-country Trade and Investment Openness Trends 

●​ Left / Right Axis: only in Cross-country Trade and Investment Openness Trends 

 



●​ Exporter Countries: only in Sankey Chart 

●​ Importer Countries: only in Sankey Chart 

 

Images of Charts 
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Image: Trade & Investment Openness Trends chart 
 
 

 



 



Image: Trade-Development Positioning bubble chart ​
 
 

 



 

 



Image: Sankey Chart 

 

 

Country Profile 

 

Country Profile Landing Page 

The Country Profile is one of three ways to engage with the data on the Data Studio, and is one 

of two Storyboards. Storyboards are curated data stories anchored on key indicators to inform 

reporting, policy, and research. Each of the four themes (Sustainability, Trade & Investment, 

Development, and People Exchange) will have a Regional Panorama and a Country Profile. 

The Country Profile Storyboard is where users can dive deeper into the metrics of individual 

countries. Select a country to view general information and access links to that country’s themed 

country profiles. 

(Note: Development and People Exchange are still under development.) 
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Image: Country Profile Landing Page header 

 

 



 

Image: Country Profile selector 
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Image: Sample of Country Profile if Japan is selected 
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Image: Sample of Country Profile if Reference Countries is selected 

 



 

 

Sustainability Country Profile 

Overall View 

The Sustainability Country Profile includes four charts that can be expanded or closed for easier 

viewing. Below is what the whole page looks like filtered to ASEAN and 2023, with only the first 

chart expanded. 

 

 



 



Image: Overall view of Sustainability Country Profile 

 

Chart Controls 

Charts can either be configured through Page Filters, which applies to all charts on the page 

where applicable; or Chart-only Filters, which are unique to that chart. Additionally, when it’s 

possible to toggle on / off the display of data on the chart itself, a note will be included. 

 

Here is a quick summary: 

 
BY CHART 

●​ All Charts: 

○​ Country (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Impact Snapshot 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Emissions Trends 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data for this chart 

○​ Primary Axis / Secondary Axis: Configures the indicators that will display per 

axis. Choose up to 2 from the following: Total CO2, Per Capita (t), Intensity. 

●​ Outcomes: Sectoral Trends 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Outputs: Energy Mix Evolution 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data for this chart 

●​ Activities: Investment Balance 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

 

 
BY AVAILABLE CONTROLS 

●​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Country (found in Page Filter) 

 



●​ Year Range: only affects range of chosen chart: Emissions Trends and Activities: 

Investment Balance 

●​ Primary Axis / Secondary Axis: only affects Emissions Trends 

 
 

 



Images of Charts 

 



 



Image: Emissions trend chart 
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Image: Outcomes: Sectoral Change chart 
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Image: Outputs: Energy Mix Evolution chart 
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Image: Activities: Investment Balance 

Trade & Investment Country Profile 

 



Overall View 

The Trade & Investment Country Profile includes four charts that can be expanded or closed for 

easier viewing. Below is what the whole page looks like filtered to ASEAN and 2023, with only the 

first chart expanded. 

 



 



Image: Overall Trade & Investment Country Profile 

 

Chart Controls 

Charts can either be configured through Page Filters, which applies to all charts on the page 

where applicable; or Chart-only Filters, which are unique to that chart. Additionally, when it’s 

possible to toggle on / off the display of data on the chart itself, a note will be included. 

 

Here is a quick summary: 

 
BY CHART 

●​ All Charts: 

○​ Country (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Impact Snapshot 

○​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Trade & Investment Performance 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data 

○​ Primary Axis / Secondary Axis: Configures the indicators that will display per 

axis. Choose from four indicators: Trade % of GDP, FDI % of GDP, Total Trade 

Value, and FDI Inflows.  

■​ The default showing is all four, with Trade % of GDP and FDI % of GDP 

toggled off. 

●​ Outcomes: Structural Trade Quality 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data 

●​ Activities: Tariff Reduction Journey 

○​ Year Range: Start and end year of time-series data 

●​ Activities: Non-Tariff Measures 

○​ Not configurable as chart shows to-date data 

 
BY AVAILABLE CONTROLS 

●​ Year (found in Page Filter) 

 



●​ Country (found in Page Filter) 

●​ Year Range: only in Trade & Investment Performance, Outcomes: Structural Trade 

Quality and Activities: Tariff Reduction Journey 

●​ Primary Axis / Secondary Axis: only in Trade & Investment Performance 

 

 



​

 



Image: Trade & Investment Performance chart 
 

 
Image: Outcomes: Structural Trade Quality chart 

​
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Image: Activity: Tariff Reduction Journey 
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Image: Activity: Non-tariff Measures chart 

 

Data Discovery Hub 

Welcome to the Data Discovery Hub! Here, you can search across 1,500+ indicators, compare 

countries, and download data for use in policy documents and research outputs. 

 

The first section provides a quick overview of the Data Discovery Hub and instructions on how to 

use. 

 

Image: Hero section of Data Discovery Hub 

 

1.​ Start by selecting your country of interest. You can select up to 2 

 

​
Image: Select countries function from Data Discovery Hub 

 

 



2.​ Next, select your KPI of interest (up to 2) by doing the following: 

a.​ Type the name of your KPI in our search bar. 

b.​ Filter the KPIs by each key theme: Sustainability, Development, People Exchange, 

or Trade and Investment 

c.​ Tip: Download the KPI Reference to see the full list of indicators. 

d.​ Select your preferred KPI! 

 

​
Image: Select KPIs  function from Data Discovery Hub 

 

 

3.​ Now that you’ve selected your Countries and KPIs, you can configure the following: 

a.​ Time period: Use the two ends of the slider to set your start and end year. 

b.​ Axis of each indicator 

 



c.​ Chart type 

 

​
Image: Chart configuration function from Data Discovery Hub 

 

 

4.​ View the descriptive statistics and a correlation matrix of your chosen indicators here. 

 



 

Image: View descriptive statistics and correlation matrix function from Data Discovery Hub 
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