
Recap & Review A SCOTUS Case - Assignment Overview 
Unit Three: Political Participation 

 

1.​ Choose the case from this unit that was the most difficult for you to comprehend.  View the 
C-SPAN Classroom resource(s) that corresponds to that document/case (links available here). 
 

2.​ Complete the rows in the SCOTUS Cases: Quick Overview and Analysis table in your reader that 
correspond to the cases you’ve read this unit (Citizens United v. FEC, Baker v. Carr, Shaw v. 
Reno). (NOTE: Please leave the last cell in each row blank; we’ll return to it after we’ve read 
all of our cases :) ).  If you’re not planning to purchase the reader, you can make your own 
version of the table or email me for a digital version, but really, you should buy the reader :).  If 
you have a financial concern, please let me know so we can figure something out! Bring your 
reader to class on your due date to show off this work AND to showcase your completion of the 
reading/annotating the three cases task!! 
 

3.​ Complete one of the following tasks pertaining to the case that you explored for #1:  
 

OPTION ONE- TIKTOK ABOUT IT: Create a 30-second TikTok-style video detailing the key facts 
of the case and key provisions of the ruling. If you choose this option, you may work with up to 
two other classmates (in or out of your period) on its completion but you need to then accompany 
your video with a written explanation of who contributed what :). 
 

OPTION TWO- AMI-CRUSHING IT: For your selected case, determine two groups that might 
reasonably have filed amicus briefs supporting each side. Write a short explanation for each of 
the four indicating why you feel they would have been on that side, what you believe the gist 
of their argument would have been, and a hashtag they might have used to try to build social 
media support for their position. 
 

4.​ If any of the terms from this unit were confusing to you, you might be able to find more 
explanation/information in the C-SPAN AP Key Terms index! 
 

5.​ If you’re still feeling super confused about Citizen’s United, try these articles! 
●​ https://www.publicintegrity.org/2012/10/18/11527/citizens-united-decision-and-why-it-matters  
●​ https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2014/01/21/how-citizens-united-changed-politics-in-6-charts/

?noredirect=on  
●​ https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/21/5-years-later-citizens-united-has-remade-us-politics 
●​ https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/07/the-local-consequences-of-citizens-united/397586/  

 

6.​ Don’t forget to bring your reader into class on your assignment due date so you can show off 
your work and get credit for it! :) 
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