
Index Template 
 

For your final assignment, you will be contributing to the​
South Phoenix Oral History Project. 

In this assignment, you will index your interview. Here’s how:  
Download or save an editable version of this template. You will not have access to edit 
this page, because it is a template to be used by many students.  
  
Type the name of your narrator in the box below:  

Nelson Mitchell III 
 
Now, create about 10-15 segments for your interview using the template. You may copy 
and paste the table as many times as you need.  
 

Component 1 

Timestamp 5:21 

Title Childhood Memories 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “That’s an interesting question…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Family, guarded, select friends, Luke Airforce Base 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Nelson Mitchell the III recalls childhood memories and how he 
and his two siblings grew up in Phoenix under the watchful eye of 
their mother. A couple of fond memories he recounts are going to 
church and fishing at the Salt River lakes and growing up on a 
miniature farm. 
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Component 2 

Timestamp 9:18 

Title Built-in-Best friend 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “So my brother and I were very close…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Play, BB guns, wooden horses, Western shows 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recalls his many adventurous tales with his brother 
growing up on a farm. One memory, in particular, emulated the 
infamous Western-style movies where he and his brother frolicked 
around their wooden horses and experimented with bails of hay and 
matchsticks. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 3 

Timestamp 25:40 

Title Moving to Okemah 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “How did your grandpa first hear about Okemah?” 
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Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Relatives, asthma, health. 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell’s grandfather was the beginning of the Mitchell legacy in 
Okemah, Arizona. He makes the important notion that Nelson G. 
Mitchell Sr. moved from Texas to Arizona for health reasons 
regarding asthma. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 4 

Timestamp 28:43 

Title Middle School Years 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Where did you go after 6th grade?” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: School,  
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts that after attending elementary school from 1st 
to 6th grade, he then attended Palmdale Elementary school located 
in South Phoenix along 32nd Street and Wier. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 5 
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Timestamp 39:38 

Title Growing Up Without Mom 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Close to the time of my 6th grade…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Sick, high school, growing up, doctor. 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts growing up between the time of 6th grade to his 
senior year of highschool where his mom was basically out of the 
picture due to illness which was thus identified as Valley Fever. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 6 

Timestamp 41:22 

Title Equal Rights Movement 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “I think what was also happening at that time…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Rights, movement, cops 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts the equal rights movements happening and 
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how South Mountain High School was affected. He specifically 
remembers a cop car being turned over, classes being let out early 
due to student arrests, and fires in trashcans. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 7 

Timestamp 43:40 

Title Conservative Beliefs 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Going back to my dad again…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Dad, conservative, church, beliefs, Black power 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts growing up in a household where his mother 
was rarely present because of her illness. Mitchell’s father due to his 
upbringing and life experiences leaned more conservative. Mitchell 
remembers some conflict at times within his household. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 8 

Timestamp 45:39 

Title Participating in a Newspaper 
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Partial Transcript “It was like a newspaper…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Writing, movement, Richard Harris 
Subjects: Freedom, creativity 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts being involved in a club outside of highschool 
that focused on creating a newspaper. This is where he developed 
his love and creativity for writing. His mentor Richard Harris taught 
his pupils of the events in South Phoenix and the movement. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 9 

Timestamp 46:22 

Title Finding Your Voice 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “And it kinda gave us a voice…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Voice, speech, debate 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts finding his voice through participating in writing 
this newspaper as well as being a part of the speech and debate 
club at his high school. This in turn opened up a world for Mitchell 
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that he had not experienced. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 10 

Timestamp 48:35 

Title “Speaker at High School Graduation” 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Were you ever involved in any marches?” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Radical, speaker, graduation 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell was selected as one of the speakers at his high school 
graduation. He remembers his speech being sprinkled with some 
radical ideas and that the Arizona Republic had written an article 
about it. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 11 

Timestamp 50:54 

Title “Change in College” 
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Partial Transcript “We had some marches around the college campus.” 

 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Marches, college, poetry, protests 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts on the activities participated at the college 
campus. Citing poetry and readings in support of Black voices. He 
had a fair share of participation in marches and protests as well. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 12 

Timestamp 51:55 

Title “University Life” 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Did you go to Phoenix college, ASU?” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Best time of life, liberating, freedom, fun 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts living the good ole’ days in Arizona State 
University. He remembers the fond memories of how liberating, 
freeing, and fun his time was during university. He got his credentials 
in communications. 
 
 
 

Draft written 3/29/23 7 



Index Template 
 
 

Component 13 

Timestamp 55:45 

Title “Key Magazine” 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “What did you do after college?” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Work, activities, events, Phoenix metropolitan, Scottsdale 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts his memories right out of college working for a 
local magazine called Key Magazine that was distributed throughout 
hotels. His 1st big job was for an insurance company where he was 
a claims adjuster. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 14 

Timestamp 1:07:20 

Title “Construction of the Freeway” 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “The angst, the gut punch…” 
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Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Property, interstate, house 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts that his father sold his property in order to move 
to a better “neighborhood” as the previous one started dwindling. 
The interstate was the reason that cut through the very heart of 
Okemah. 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 15 

Timestamp 1:11:59 

Title “The Mitchell Start” 
 
 
 

Partial Transcript “Going back to my grandfather…” 
 
 
 

Keywords/Subjec
ts 

Keywords: Growing up, self-reliant, neighborhood. 
 
 
 

Synopsis Mr. Mitchell recounts the great mind of his grandfather and how 
self-reliant he was when growing up. He claims that he was able to 
build his house, fix shoes, even pipe, carpentry, and brick work. 
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