Atharvaveda

1. Introduction

Atharvaveda is the last of the four parts of the mass of knowledge called Veda.
Atharva is the name of the sage, who propagated the Veda. Brahma is the priest, who
represents Atharvaveda during the performance of a Yaga. There were nine branches of this
Veda and presently only two are available. Unlike the other three Vedas, Atharvaveda
consists of Mantras dealing with health, polity, society, exorcism etc. along with Yagas and
Moksa. A blend of prosody and prose is seen in this Veda. Gopathabrahmanam and three
Upanisats, viz. Prasnopanisat, Mundakopanisat and Mandiikyopanisat are connected with
Atharvaveda. Sayanacarya authored a commentary on this Veda. Arthasastram is the

Upaveda.

More

2. Brahma

In a Yaga, Hota recites Rgveda, Adhvaryu Yajurveda and Udgata Samaveda. The
above three Vedas are called Tray1 and this term is popular in Vedic and secular literatures.
Then what about Brahma? He is supposed to be thorough in Atharvaveda and has to do with

other three Vedas also.



e g fohad To[WIsstadd He=ile e sqRet AT faear srafd| 3ry
el SEAcd forard 3 T2aT fagaAfa sard | (YaRTsTEAvIA, 4.33)
yadrcaiva hautram kriyate yajusa"dhvaryavam samnodgitham vyarabdha tray1
vidya bhavati. atha kena brahmatvam kriyate iti trayya vidyayeti briiyat.

(aitareyabrahmanam, 5.33)

Niruktam (1.3.8) of Yaska also says Brahma knows all four —

SEAT Hafded: | Td agAsfd|

brahma sarvavidyah. sarvam vettumarhati.

3. Vedas are four

There is evidence in Vedic literature itself to the fact that Vedas are four —

FITSTEATATAAUT: TR IeT: (FRAggadra=arafavd, 2)

rgyajussamatharvanah catvaro vedah (nrsimhapiirvatapaniyopanisat, 2)

AR Idal Yo[de: HHAGIsYdde: (HUSHIATT, ¢.9)
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tatrapara rgvedo yajurvedah samavedo'tharvavedah (mundakopanisat, 1.5)

IcaRY AT 3H 9T KIJal Aoldq: HIFAAG! FEAAG: | (AMIASEHUTH, 2.28)
catvaro va ime veda rgvedo yajurvedah samavedo brahmavedah.

(gopathabrahmanam, 2.16)



4. Synonyms of Atharvaveda

While Brahma was performing Tapas for Srsti (creation), Bhrgu and Angirah emerged
from him. Atharva is a synonym of Bhrgu. Twenty Mantradrastas (Rsis) emerged from
Atharva and Angirah and they are called Atharvangirasah. Following the twenty

Mantradrastas the Veda also consists of twenty Kandas and it is also called Atharvangirasah

31 Agall e (AT Tcle, e KIdel Tolde: HHAAGTUASIRE: |
(JEERUIRATAT, 8.9.2.)

asya mahato bhiitasya ni$vasitam etad yad rgvedo yajurvedah

samavedatharvangirasah. (brhadaranyakopanisat, 4.4.10)

Ciilikopanisat and Vayupurana refer to Atharvaveda by the name "Bhrguvistarah".

"Brahmaveda" is also a synonym of Atharvaveda.
5. Significance of Atharvaveda
Yajfia has to be performed with Vak (speech) and Manas (mind). The first half that is

to be performed with Vak is taken care of by Trayf, i.e. Rgveda, Yajurveda and Samaveda.

The second half, that is to be performed by Manas is done by Atharvaveda —



T a1 oy RS TreaaaT: vet: GiERad| #edd SEAT TAEIeaa] el

ERATT | (MTASTEHUTH 3.3)
sa va esa tribhirvedairyajfiasyanyatarah paksah samskriyate. manasaiva

brahma yajnasyanyataram paksam samskaroti. (gopathabrahmanam 3.2)

379 d IQisY Udd | dET T T AT dod=dl | arar 9 7§ FIar T JaAlsaad |
$ & a9 | 37eT HeA: | cle are AT faegdeh 9aT Hhdled | HeAdd ST
TFERUTA | (TRISTEATTH, 4.33)

ayam vai yo'yam pavate. tasya vak ca manasca vartanyau. vaca ca hi manasa
ca yajfio'vartata. iyam vai vag. ado manah. tad vaca trayya vidyayaikam
paksam samskurvanti. manasaiva brahma samskaroti. (aitareyabrahmanam,

5.33)

Since it is the essence of Brahma and since it prescribes what Brahma should do

during a Yaga it is called Brahmaveda —

Tcled IS e Ie H{IAsiand: | AsRE: § T: | AsYAUFAGHTIH |
e, AYSTH e HHTH| Ie, IH de, SeH (MNIAUSEHUTH, 3.¥)

etadvai bhityistham brahma yad bhrgvangirasah. ye'ngirasah sa rasah.
ye'tharvanastadbhesajam. yad bhesajam tad amrtam. yad amrtam tad brahma

(gopathabrahmanam, 3.4)

Atharvavedaparisistha asserts that the Mantras of Atharvaveda give good results and
they can be recited without recourse to Tithi (date), Naksatram (star), Graha (planet) and

Candrama (Moon) —



o fafds T 4T3 o I8 F T TegAT: | IATHAATICAT Hafagfasifasafa ||

na tithirna ca naksatram na graho na ca candramah |

atharvamantrasampraptya sarvasiddhirbhavisyati ||

Skandapurana says that a careful Japa (recitation) of Atharvamantra would result in

achieving the desire thing

TEAATYAUT FHeATe] STITBEUTHA e ad: |

AuTEYTEHE ek Bel Tl T EaH || (Fhea RIVTH- AT IEUS:)
yastatratharvanan mantran japecchraddhasamanvitah |
tesamarthodbhavam krtsnam phalam prapnoti sa dhruvam ||

(skandapuranam-kamalalayakhandah)

While the benefits of Atharvaveda are such on spiritual front unlike other Vedas there
are benefits on the mundane front too — Santika (propitiatory rite), Paustika (rite for growth),
Rajabhiseka (coronation of King) and Paurohityam (priesthood) etc. are detailed in
Atharvaveda only. Different treatises suggest employing a scholar in Atharvaveda for the said

purposes —

uRIfgcd enfecedifSeantie TATHAGACH HRA seHcd o (TISuTqRIoTH)
paurohityam $antikapaustikadi rajfiamatharvavedena karayet brahmatvam ca

(visnupuranam)



TTIT T USHICTT T FHel: T QfeT: | 3rydfafed wa
IS ey TS |l
9

(fALATETH)

trayyam ca dandanityam ca kusalah syat purohitah |

atharvavihitam karma kuryacchantipaustikam || (nitiSatakam)

RITG TATITHAATEAVIRITH (HeETII0TH)

purohitam tathatharvamantrabrahmanaparagam (matsyapuranam)

HTANFATIIH: HET g THIRIH | (ATHUSIYRIUTH)

abhisiktatharvamantraih mahtm bhunte sasagaram. (markandeyapuranam)

JET AT STeT9¢; 31UdT eMfedureT: | fAadecai dgrse aeda fAeaga
TEATE, ST fAANuTYEoT S feaa#l | STaFATHchR: e TATRYSRI

(3raauRRfArse, ¥.€)
yasya rajiio janapade atharva §antiparagah |
nivasantyapi tadrastram vardhate nirupadravam ||
tasmad raja visesenatharvanam jitendriyam |

danasammanasatkaraih nityam samabhiptjayet || atharvaparisistam, 4.6 ||

6. Branches of Atharvavedasamhita



Patanjali in Mahabhasyam (Paspasa) says that Atharvaveda has got nine branches

(Sakhas). Atharvaparisistacaranavyiiha enumerates nine branches of Atharvaveda —

1. Paippalada
il. Tauda

iil. Mauda

iv. Saunakiya

V. Jajala

vi. Jalada

vii.  Brahmavada

viii.  Devadarsi

1X. Caranavidya

Presently only Paippalada and Saunakiya branches are available. Saunakasakha is in

order and is considered as authentic.

There are twenty Kandas, seven hundred and thirty six Siiktas and five thousand nine
hundred and eighteen Mantras in this Samhita. Twelve hundred Mantras of the total are
borrowed as it is from Rgveda. Most of them are borrowed from tenth, eighth and first

Mandalas and a few from other Mandalas.

In the twentieth Kanda there are one hundred and forty three Rgvedasitiktas. Twelve of

such Siiktas follow the same sequence as that in Rgveda and the rest are haphazard.



7. Pratisakhya etc.

"Caturadhyayika" is the Pratisakhya of Atharvaveda. "Brhadanukramanika"
(Sarvanukramanika) and "Paficapatalika" — are the Atharvavedanukramanikas. Scholars
believe that there are twenty nine Upanisats, including Mundaka, Prasna and Mandiikya,

which are popular.

8. Subject Matter

Unlike other Vedas Brahmaveda gives much importance to mundane matters such as

cultivation, health, married life, checking natural calamities, polity, exorcism, business etc.

A married woman should live in her in-laws house with her husband and not at her

parents' house (HITHEIT ad, £.9%.¢; bhagamasya varca, 1.14.1)

After marriage a woman would still have relation with her parents, brothers etc. (TST

d o1 A, 2.9¥.3; esa te kanya vadhih, 1.14.2).

Water, air and herbs are very important to maintain sound health (39T aTT 39T,

2£.2.20; apo vata osadhayah, 18.1.17).

In the Mantra, " Ta fﬁﬂ?{ﬁf UEIEFD:[ 2.92.9 " (vi te bhinadmi mehanam, 1.11.5), it is
said that in the case of complications at the time of delivery one should go for caesarean

operation and save the mother and child.



" 3] Hﬁﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂ?{ 2.22.9" (anu siiryamudayatam 1.22.1) is a Mantra that suggests that

Stiryasnanam (Sunbath) acts against heart diseases, hepatitis etc.

TdeaTl 3 TAEHT J&A9Td &f aT AR aT dod «AT=1Td (R.€.3%)

etadva u svadiyo yadadhigavam ksiram va mamsam va tadeva nasniyat

The above Mantra preaches one not to consume beef.

(9.6.39)

T T AT FIATILATTdH (1.2.2) (sabha ca ma samitiscavatamam (7.12.1))

advocates the concept of parliamentary democracy and sends a message that scholars, heroes

etc. should extend a helping hand to the king in order to promote a prosperous state.

Apart from suggestions, rites and medicine for achieving the goals Brahmaveda also

lists Mantras for recitation for different purposes —

S. Subject Mantra Mantra (Roman) Referenc
No. (Devanagari) e
1 | To gain victory in a meeting ﬁ?@? dGAATH | vidma te sabhe nama | 7.12.2
2 | To confuse enemy's army 31faetet: HEGH agnirnah Satriin 3.1.1
Making ladies subject to
Yatheme
3 | one's will (F2NRTOTH JAA Ay A 6.8.3
dyavaprthivi
-vasikaranam)




TS agacchata agatasya
4 | To get a wife with virtues 6.82.1
3ETAET ATH nama

YTdT qTYR dhata dadhara
5 | To get a good husband 6.60.3
BIBEIE prthivim

For immunity against heart

6 IAEIHCTATH anusiiryamudayatam | 1.22.1

. QN O =~

disease

7 | For prolonged longevity Ife; fardmry: yadi ksitayuh 3.11.2
To create panic in enemy's JUT AT yatha $yenat

8 5.21.6
army EGIENE patatrinah

9 | To win in gambling AT g&T & IGE yatha vrksamasanih 7.50.1

yatra suhardah
10 | To gain heaven eI !;B'Ié't Yopd: 6.120.3

sukrtah

According to Mundakopanisat (1.1.4, 5) of Atharvaveda, the earlier parts of Vedas,
or Karmakanda, along with Vedangas is called Aparavidya, and the Upanisats are called
Paravidya. The Karmakanda which deals with a number of rituals, is useful in attaining
Cittasuddhi (cleansing of mind) through which one would achieve Jianam with the help of

Upanisats.

9. Mantradrastarah of Atharvaveda




ii.

1il.

1v.

Atharva: He is the first among the Rsis of Atharvavedamantras. One hundred and
forty eight Siiktas are assigned to him. Also called Atharvana. He emerged out of
Brahma's face.

Bhrgu: Son of Brahma, Bhrgu has got thirty Siiktas by his name.

Vasistha: This sage had perceived fourteen Siiktas.

Vi$vamitra: Drasta of thirteen Stiktas of Brahmaveda is Visvamitra.

Angirah: He is also born out of Brahman's face and eight Siiktas are perceived by

him.

There are other sages such as Saunaka, Sukra, Sunahs’epha, Gotama etc.

10. Devatas in Atharvaveda

The chief deities we come across in Trayf, i.e. Rgveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, are seen

in Atharvaveda. The only difference is that the deities in Tray1 are confined to mostly

spiritual (Adhyatmika) matters, whereas here in Brahmaveda they play a role in terms of

mundane matters also.

1i.

Indra: He is praised in one hundred and fifty six Siiktas. Indra gives wealth, rain,
health, victory over enemies etc. (1.2.3). He helps in Abhicarikakarmas
(exorcism) and protects from the same also (3.4.4, 3.2.1 & 4.4.4)

Agni: In the complete Vedic literature Agni is considered as Pradhanadevata
(chief deity). He has fifty six Stiktas across Brahmaveda. Agni follows the words

of Brhaspati and protects the Havis (oblation) — Yatudhanamanasanam (1.2.7.1,2)

11



iil. Siirya-Aditya-Mitra: Mitra in Rgveda is Siirya, Piisa and Aditya in Brahmaveda.
Pusa helps in easy delivery (1.2.11.5). Siirya is worshipped for Satrunasanam

(destroying the enemy) —

I I I JIEAT o Ui 9 AsEAT gafse I T 93 gfasA: (2.4.21.1)

siirya yat te tapastena tam prati tapa yo'sman dvesti yam ca vayam dvismah

(2.4.21.1)

v. Soma-Candra: Soma is the chief deity in Agnisomiyakratu. In Atharvaveda, Soma
is described as a special deity. Soma is prayed to create trouble to a Kulapa (a lady

who gets bad name for the clan) —

TST & FHoldT Isfel o1 of IR e | SaTeh TATsarardr 3 <ol FaEeard
II2.3.28.31l
esa te kulapa rajan tamu te pari dadmasi |

jyok pitrsvasata asirnah samopyat |l 1.3.14.3 ||

V. Udakam (Water): These deities (waters) are praised in nineteen Stuktas in
Brahmaveda. Just like Vayu (air) Udakam also has got the capacity to destroy

enemies —

TG, STATTHYST HTeITAIEUS hafehe] | HTT TATITRIT STEIALHT HUTETE ||
9.0l

rudra jalasabhesaja nilasikhanda karmakrt |

prasam pratapraso jahyarasan krnavosadhe Il 2.5.27.6 ||
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vi. Vacaspati-Brhasati: In the beginning of Brahmaveda Vacaspati is worshipped.
Vacaspati! you sustain the universe in three and seven forms. Provide us such
strength. Let all my knowledge be within me with the divine mind, i.e. let me not

forget the knowledge I gained (Medhajananam) —

Y e aRTfe favar FUTor f9ere: | areeafieer asT deal 37ed aeig
Al

TR 8 TIEIA GaeT HAAT T | TEISU fol 7T ALAAE] ARy A

1%.2.2.2,R1

______

vacaspatirbala tesam tanvo adya dadhatu me ||
punarehi vacaspate devena manasa sahal|

vasospate ni ramaya mayyevastu mayi Srutam [[1.1.1.1,21|

Brhaspati will partake in Abhicara (exorcism) also. Rudra, Varuna, Parjanya,

Dyavaprthivi etc. are other deities worshipped in Brahmaveda.

11. Prthvisuktam / Bhumisuktam (12.1)

To give an idea of the text of Atharvaveda, some Mantras from a popular Siikta,
Bhiimisiiktam (the first Stikta of the twelfth Kanda containing sixty three Mantras), are

translated here.

A FETH SI&T a0 SEA F37: IfAdT aRafed |

13



T A1 $[TET eI Yo g cleh AT oF: ol 12 |
satyam brhadrtamugram diksa tapo brahma yajfiah prthivim dharayanti |

sa no bhiitasya bhavyasya patnyurum lokam prthivi nah krnotu Il 1 |l

The earth is upheld from destruction by the following factors — truth of highest
degree and unchanging purity, Tapas (ascetic life), the capacity attained
through leading a perfect lifestyle and Yajfia. May Goddess earth, who is

manager of past and future, provide us with vast space (1).

Y FEIAT ATAATAT IIT 36dd: Jad: wag I
ATATET e forerfed gAY &1: e werdi = I1R1)
asambadham badhyato manavanam yasya udvatah pravatah samam bahu |

nanavirya osadhirya bibharti prthivi nah prathatam radhyatam nah Il 2 |I

Let there not be hostility among human beings. The earth, which has got ups,
hills and plains, which holds herbs with different powers, may provide us with

vast space. Let us have prosperity (2).

JEITATY: IRERT: FAERERTS 379#HTE e’ fed|
AT AT SRR 72T G 387 Ta4T IRl

yasyamapah paricarah samanirahoratre apramadam ksaranti |

sa no bhiimirbhtimidhara payo duhamatho uksatu varcasa Il 9 |l
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The earth, upon which the rivers that flow round and round, day and night,
continuously and which earth having many divisions may grant us wealth, also

may rain brilliance upon us (9).

I o ALY GRS Te2 780 ATE Forecod: HIHT: |
g AT ST oF: qaEd AT 3 T 3¢ ¥ || Toieg: Wer a3
(EEGHIRR]

yat te madhyam prthivi yacca nabhyam yasta tirjastanvah sambabhtivuh |
tasu no dhehyabhi nah pavasva mata bhiimih putro aham prthivyah |

parjanyah pita sa u nah pipartu Il 12 ||

O! Earth! give us whatever is there within you, that is there in your navel, the
food that emerges from your body. Purify us, the human beings, I am the son

of earth. Indra is my father. He also may make us prosperous (12).

SERTOT SATHIATTETSSocT: FshTHec: | YEIT STTUTHeITeAT AT S TATHTE
AT I1R¢|

udirana utasinastisthantah prakramantah |

padbhyam daksinasavyabhyam ma vyathismahi bhiimyam [l 28 ||

While getting up, sitting, standing and walking let us not cause pain to earth

(28).
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e & s RGN B e Qe | 7 79 Rgwa 11 o geniioy
1331l

yat te bhiime vikhanami ksipram tadapi rohatu |

ma te marma vimrgvari ma te hrdayamarpisam Il 35 ||

O! Earth! if something is sowed by digging you let it grow quickly. O!

purifier! let us not hurt your private parts and heart (35).

q AT FeUL AT: FAT 3T $FATH | T FAAT: FIATIEAY I8 T I
lI5€. I

ye grama yadaranyam yah sabha adhi bhiimyam |

ye samgramah samitayastesu caru vadema te I 56 ||

Whichever villages, forests, meetings, wars and gatherings of people are there

on earth, in all those places we use the words that please you (56).

A ATcATeT Afg AT $eT Ui TSocd# | Aiders fgar sa Pam & afg sgcars
a3l

bhiime matarni dhehi ma bhadraya supratisthitam |

samvidana diva kave $riyam ma dhehi bhiatyam Il 63 1

O! Mother Earth! keep me placed auspicious. O! Sage! make me live happily

in heaven and rain wealth on me (63).
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12. Gospel of Atharvaveda

For the safety and peaceful living of people Brahmaveda offers the following Mantra:

AT g 31T HATAT g Mot J: | GHTFAAE] al Hell TUT T:
gagrafdiie.cy.3|

samani va akitih samana hrdayani vahl|

samanamastu vo mano yatha vah susahasati 116.64.3 ||

O! good-honest-loving people! have the same thinking, equally partake in the

activities, let your minds comprehend the same meaning.

13. Upavedas

Arthaveda, that deals with Polity, Agriculture, Commerce, Society etc., is the
Upaveda of Atharvaveda. The Arthasastra of Brhaspati, Sukranitii of Sukracarya and

Arthasastra of Kautilya have emerged from Brahmaveda only.

Some scholars hold that Silpaveda (Architecture) is an Upaveda of Atharvaveda.
Gopathabrahmanam says that Brahman created five Upavedas as supplementary to
Atharvaveda — Sarpaveda (Veda of snakes), Pisacaveda (Veda of ghosts), Asuraveda (Veda of
demons), Itihasaveda (Veda of epics) and Puranaveda (Veda of Puranas) —

17



U defel fRAHTT FudeH [emades 3fRdeH siagrided RIvdeH |
(ANTASFTEHOTH, ¢.2.)
paica vedan niramimita sarpavedam pisacavedam asuravedam itihasavedam

puranavedam (gopathabrahmanam, 1.10)

k %k ok ok o3k

Note: The verses quoted as occurring in Skandapurana-kamalalayakhandah, Visnupuranam,
Nitisatakam, Matsyapuranam and Markandeyapuranam are quoted on the basis of

Atharvabhdasyabhiimika of Sayanacarya.
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