Game: Kintouka

MC: Souta Suzumura

Route: Shuu Watari

Notes: This scene takes place on the back porch of the Watari household while
Souta is staying with their family temporarily. This happens the night after
Tsumori (Souta’s senpai from college who has been causing a lot of problems on
the island) demanded an audience with Shuu and threatened him, Souta, and
Kyou with a knife. In an act of brave heroism, Souta tried to disarm him, but
ended up getting the palm of his hand cut in the process. After seeing a doctor,
Souta talked with Kyou for a bit before being invited to drink and chat on the
porch with Shuu.

LRIDESDLEZIZ, BRSAFL=,
Shuu was in the veranda next to the reception room.

FEEVLABAMNDIFLAL, BOHIZE. IBHGTHROREMNLA>TLNS,
Pale moonlight shone in. A breathtaking bamboo landscape spread before me.

ILRFICEL-ROEIZIE., EMDHAELEZENEM N TV,
Sitting beside Shuu on the veranda, someone had prepared a small serving tray.



FERDNZANG  ERMEALAESN TS,
There were shacks and sake cups for two. Two flat cushions had also been
prepared.

B0 ARDRIET.
The perfect scene for a summer moon viewing.

EFEART ENUOVEBRD TR

“What a lovely view.”

EMRIZS1273 ]
“‘Agreed.”

ZE(CIFRER . B DRIICIETRELITEM M, HOFE, ZDNDEELE......,
The sky held a hazy moon. The yard was surrounded by a bamboo thicket. The
singing of insects, the babbling of a distant brook...



BEDIDM IS, FIFRLT-, READBHBEELVERERTHR TN CAGRIFIXER
DRGNS,

| breathed in the refreshing night breeze. You couldn’t get a view like this even at
the most renowned teahouse in Kyoto.

BERGRBZELATHL, EIEIBEOBEICEZTAL.
Having taken in the gorgeous scenery, | sat down next to him.

READRBITFEAEZALGEN, EORDFBRGRED K51,
| couldn’t interpret his facial expression. It was as transparent as the summer
night air.

WA EEEZ LY HSGLD T, o OZFFLV=,
He hadn’t said anything yet, so | broke the ice.

FMENRI EoF(FDERESETI DA, BITEohT=&, 3T—FILIZ. BEREED
NTETHIZRE L)

“I'm sorry for making you worried today. And boy, did | get an earful from Kyou.
Every third word out of his mouth was ‘moron’, so of course, | repented for the
error of my ways.”

RSADERERITD,

Shuu turned to look at me.

KIEMELWLA DI, BES Bt
He was a man who suited the melancholy moonlight.

BRI EE-T=Dh N
“Did you need stitches?”

SRR K& H7a b of=, YITEAZ MM G, {0 DLDHLENVZA5-oT
“‘Nope. The cut was pretty clean, so they said it should heal fine on its own.’

ERRITBEZILET. B

“You’re quite drastic sometimes.”

1

AR RELTHEL]
‘| said I'm already repenting!”

SHEOEMDEZZTEIMNE T BHAREIRIT T
The wind blew through the yard and rustled the bamboo leaves.

DR UVVERARIK, FEMIZH o= H—FL—IL D EZEEITHELSLRL,



There was still a nervous feeling in my chest. | felt like | was walking a tightrope.

FELDEFIEBEIRGEEE LM oz KAIZONTH, FrLoORM0, 73 0%E
IEHonigEhot=,

| always tried to do dangerous stuff when | was a kid. Even when I'd get scolded
for it, my curiosity and spirit couldn’t be stopped.

EESLEE BEBOHEMNL EATYD LTISITHEB LTIV,
With a pounding heart and bated breath, | thought | could do anything.

WEESEBIH 2
Did he also use to be like that?

ER R EFBIE A =2 &)
“Now, the matter from earlier.”

gRAtTiEoARr. ... A7)
“... The what?”

BAHRIBFEAZTAZAN. BEADBEZREIZOVNT, FLGELTHL3EE ST
=531

“The matter | called you out here for. Regarding the circumstances you grew up
in, didn’t | ask you to tell me in detail?”

BIEFEEEF =, BiIFLI-bDLTES. BELFTREMNT D,
| forced a weak smile. Our expectations were different, and | had a hunch this
wasn’t gonna be a pleasant conversation.



EFTEKS ... . SoEE o= BY T, FEL =<4

“... Like | said earlier, | don’t want to talk about it.”

BRRI=ELTH]
“Still, though.”

REAFEDEZRTIC. ENVVEFOETHEDORERFL LITT-,
Without looking at my face, Shuu elegantly raised the bottle of cold alcohol.

BLMHEFICH- T, BOEHZEZIT5,

| took one of the cups in my hand and he poured it in.

AR LSOO TIRLTAHDFLRAL, B IFELVZERITES, EIEE5 1
HFRICLTULVEL?DIZ]

“It's not that I'm trying to hide behind some self-important mask. | just know that if
| talk about it, it'll only weigh down the atmosphere. Besides, it doesn’t even
bother me anymore.”



SMFERT Ha - T ALGRBZRI T DI, LotV K, DT EZFFELT=L ]
“It feels like a waste to spend my time with you that way. I'd rather talk about
other things.”

ERRETBIZ 1]
“Such as?”

SEFENMEDOHICERZLGNL, SFEEE A=,
As | was pouring his sake this time, | pondered a conversation topic.

IELEHOEMRIL?
What'’s the truth behind your disappearance?

RESADEESAICEFGSNT=?
Were you kidnapped by Munesada’s mother?

—HBRZTVOIEN RETHNTD, 1208, EREDEHY SN-ERT=o1=,
The things | most wanted to ask were about to leave my throat. But the thing |
ended up asking turned out to be something mundane.

AR R Z LN ED ? ]
“Do you have a girlfriend?”

RSAIFRZRDT=,
Shuu shrugged.

ERMRIEaVEBALEBLLWVERT]
“That sounds like the kind of question a guy who frequents mixers would ask.”

BFUAKRMENTELL., SIEZARITIT > TRV, ... fTEE2TAHA? ]
‘I don’t frequent mixers. | don’t even go to stuff like that anymore! ... But anyway,
is there anyone you’re going out with?”

BERRIBFEZIE?]
“What about you?”

ERATERIUVELVK
“Nope!”

ERMRIESEFL?
“‘Anyone you’re interested in?”

BFEKIOGEL.. BB, T, BABEBLE-DITENEZ TS, HA T



“‘Nah... Hey, wait a second. I’'m the one who asked and yet I'm the only one
who'’s answering. Tell me!”

TERRRTUVERLY
“No one.”

AR —ELLVED o= F Lo 255
“But it’s not like you've never had anyone, right?”

BRI ESIES EENLLNGELVZS]
“What makes you think that? | could be a virgin.”

HAMEXIZEEFEENBLNGWNEALGAT, FRGETRITHELGL, EATAT
HIET=ILF ST D AT

“A virgin wouldn’t be able to say they might be a virgin with a straight face.
What'’s your type?”

ERRIEAGENSDIELY BDHOT=Z AN
‘I don’t have a type. There are but few women out there that I've had a
connection with.”

BYBEESTEROELSIC WIEBADIEZETET
He talked about past lovers like a train station that he just passed straight
through.

EIEMEOISEAT, FBENER STV o, BEE oz, GULIMIGELAAY, HUBRA
EESR

| brought the sake cup to my mouth. | thought it might've been refined sake, but it
was some kind of fruit wine. It was scentless, but tasted sweet.

BFHENICNIIEDEE? |
“What kind of alcohol is this?”

BERRITrEEr:, EREERAHS]

“Akebia wine. It has a pain relief effect.”

SBFEARI77E 2 (ZCHTEL -]
“Akebia? I've never heard of that.”

BRSO ANEICIZENERADGEOD B, BBIESALIMEF>TWVZE, K T%
ARLNTHHELN]

“I suppose a city boy wouldn’t be acquainted with it. Hana often made medicinal
alcohol. You should have a look under the floor.”



BFHEANIANZ. ... 1
“Whoa...”

EARIEERZLECONT DN LEFLVG, BOXOBEDFETIT LR BFADRDEE
1o Al BRDRZH 1=

“You're also quite good at dodging questions. This conversation is about your
home life, not my past girlfriends or my alcohol. Now why did you leave your
relative’s house?”

BFHEKI BHa-0AHRE X A% FEICHA T

“Tell me your favorite pick-up line first.”

BRI HIEI-DZEMEYT=LN]
“I want to know all of you.”

RTEITLOEHIC, ETYELT,
His immediate response caught me off guard.

AR ESFZKII, EMNIFE TS,
My face flushed like | was already tipsy.

P oRKED, EDBEHETT =,

The wind blowing from the bamboo grove brushed my face.



ST ... . ARL—MEATZH ]
“... It's very direct.”

ERRIEET RITEo=h
“Did | convince you to talk?”

MK GEAT, EBIZE> TR0 ? OFEXAZEEVV AL
“Hold on. Were you using it on me? | was just asking for your pick-up line!”

ERMRIFRAL BFERIE? ]
“It was multipurpose. And your line is?”

AR KT AT AN ... ]
“What do you...”

ERRMaIEE->T, OREELET ]
“Say something to win me over.”



FTSIZEENGHAL BORNFFRVEE o1,
Wrapped in silence, my pounding heart stayed rapid.

Y RADEID, THENZ, BOIVEDIZEHOTLK
The cool evening air was becoming an uncertain and dangerous atmosphere.

REBEOELN HEAHLY,
Perhaps the fault of the fruit wine, my sigh was sweet.

L ALY NE S AR &(iﬂ%bf&b\h\b ......

“You don’t treat me badly, so...”

SHAZIEE =1,
My voice seemed like it might vanish.

ERATHRART BB 2L TRRL LY

‘I want you to stay beside me.”

RSAIFEBRTET HLO1C Mgz T1-,
Shuu squinted his eyes like he was studying me.

EFRIEBEED . BFEAIIMZLDEIIAZTZ]
“Is that a petition? You sound like a beggar.”

SRIAAT ... EEAO AN
“... What a scathing comment.”

BERRMGEENEELTNDATESD, EATGH REEHS>TET -]
“Perhaps your isolated upbringing contributed to it. What was your day-to-day life
like?”

BAEAKRKIEBEZ&R, REITRRTGDIFRE . FELoIDITLRENVAT]
“‘Normal! It really was routine, it's not like my life was a constant disaster.”

ERREEELENAZT D73

“Don’t trivialize it.”

BFERT ... . COA EITE . TH REIZEILAT, BEYTREG AN KEAL
%]
“... Sorry. But seriously, it's the honest truth. There are tons of people out there

with more unfortunate lives than mine.”

EFRMEAKR, R ERLLIIC, FFEFIMMAELRDEDLHELN]



“Souta. It's the same way with happiness, misfortune isn’t something you can
measure against other people.”

BRHRMEANSRTENSIEENSSIE, ZD AL OISV GELHD ]
“Whether or not something seems like a heavy burden from an outside
perspective, only the person experiencing it can tell if it's a fatal wound.”

BRRIEDELITAZTNENS BOIZ, NIBRFEICEHOELSIET D, ZLT. BRZE
R&-TLK]

“The benchmark depends on the person. Despite that, people try to adapt to their
surroundings. And so they lose sight of their own wound.”

BARITRERAGHDL, BY, BABDIEERYLG,G, K5, BRELLGAL, LXK
[CHRDEES

“They feel angry when they remember things that made them anxious, or smile
when they’re mad. When they’re exhausted, they pretend that everything is fine.”

EMRMRRG O, AZBO2ZRDLIIEN. TDFEITESTERALLIDGTE, £
NTIE, KEICHHBEN D EFAEL ]

“They might resign themselves to being a coward or just anti-social. Because
from that person’s perspective, it’s just too terrifying. If that happens, their heart
will never, ever be cleared.”

BRI DOWNZIFDMNEA. BFEY., AT, ENIFEREITGY-WERESTE B
ERARRY BRI

“Finally their heart will bend, harden, and shatter. No matter how much they wish
for it, the burden on their shoulders will never go away.”

ERATIERT ... MRLNEESA. L
“... What a terrifying story...”

ERMRIEFEZLRLCE]

“You're the same way.”

L N Bt REFEREZ TAO2 T2 F5ELVEL\OMN? ]

“... You mean I'm confusing my own emotions? Is that what you’re trying to say?”

BRRI ST, BFEADEREZH A TOAID\
“Precisely. Now, would you show me your true colors?”



AR AXITTATEL. ... ]
“What is this...”

EFRRITBEAZIMIRPET]
“You’re a loneliness addict.”

BEOBRMNGEFEEDT

The cries of the summer insects stopped.

HAFYLGREEIC EFRaLTLT -,
| was speechless at his harsh answer.

BFEKD... AR E? DEVRFIE.....]

“... Loneliness addict? That’s a horrible name to call someone...”

ERRMEARMITT=]

“Well, | gave it to you.”

FMEKRIVDENRFIZK, [DBAS....... BIXEALGIEE NG X R
“It's a horrible name! It’s just depressing... | refuse to be called that.”

BRARIBFEASIFEZEND., EERNTE, BRI b EIET =8I
“You think about death and solitude too much. In order to try to save yourself
from them.”

BRI, ADFEAHIRI ZH ST EARUY, D & D SR AR R MR R IRF L T B
AFENZ. BT D]

‘However, people don’t have a way to handle death and solitude. When people
face the fear of things they can’t handle, they start to get attached to it instead.”

ERRIECMHEZEZL, ZITAN, BERFDH, 2P O>T—ATRATIKEAZ. C
DETHALRTE]

“First you get attached to death and solitude. Then you accept them, and then
you can gain salvation. That’s the way I've seen many of the elderly on this island
pass.”

BARIBFEZIEBTIOLHL, EOEEL—#EZ, BT T T HFLEILTLSTE
(T, &, IR E...... ]

“‘It's the same as my cigarettes. You think about it too much and it becomes an
addiction. And solitude can be deadly.”



MLUITIREREL T, REAFE T,
With a lonely gaze, Shuu smiled.

BRI LEDNC, DEVWEFERE, O ELTHIED NG FE, EFich
FEWDEIFERLA.L..L. J

“It certainly is a horrible thing to say. Try as you might, you cannot stop being a
loneliness addict. But on the bright side, at least you don’t get taxed for it.”

EFRIBFRZFBENGIROEEE, -0, BELGSTIEGSEN BOEELRC
L AEIEAZELTEY

“You are a pitiable repeat offender. But you have to try to get better. Just like
alcohol and tobacco, solitude can kill a person.”

BRRIZNLEFBT . BEADTITPOOTRED, 20 BFAIEBRNLHFEY. 5157
BoMDIBITIH DTS AL

“Without fail, those around you will come to your side. But you're so afraid that
you don’t realize they’re right there.”

ERRIELWNESS, FAGESAIR......]
“It's painful, isn’t it? Living that way...”

BONMNIBEED. lEE<Li=,
His gentle whisper stirred a bitter feeling in my heart.

ERRIME-E, DUMTEELVAZLA, FEA0. P&
“Make more close connections. For death and solitude.”

BDEEN. IDZIDHRAATN BRDEDEIICEHLL BREDISITHNEER
<

His words began to soak into my heart. Suffering is like a deadly poison,
salvation like a panacea.

WMFEEWNA>TREZAS ?
What did he mean by close connections?

RiEELGWN? BELEBYEESLGLN?

No restrictions? No give-and-take?

%b?ﬂﬁi@‘bﬁﬂ%u’)f’”’fﬂ@?ﬁ‘ Ké 7&0)':\ Ib\*)-d-( ll\b;h't-klr\
My chest shivered at the thought of death and solitude alone, but | couldn’t help

but think about them.



RAEBEZLTUVSE, RYURTREZER>TULSEFIZ, S, ZhblEED B DOl
(ZEE*LT:O

Memories of sharing meals with friends or sleeping beside a girlfriend in bed
suddenly appeared in my mind.

FEAAIE, S IEL DB, BODIEEZR DHTLV -,
Death and solitude. They were always quietly staring at me.

BIXEZLGHLL, BRHEXFREATLM-0DT,
While trembling, | felt tranquility.

BRI, £578o1=7 |
“Why did you become like this?”

ESLT, B3%G2F=A125,
Why, indeed.

ERRMENE - TWSEXAIX. BEMK CTRERELFELEoT-]
“The Souta | remember was an innocent and naive child.”

ERMRIBAINSZEEFZRNEET . KON TEMHLLEL, HX Ao, ... .. =
[ELEEEZA TSN ? ]

“He didn’t doubt that he was loved, he was fearless even when scolded, and
loved attention. ... Do you remember Mekakushi-Oni?”

HEELE,
Mekakushi-Oni.

&L LEEE LIFT=,
| looked up in surprise.

REBRLAEZL-EREZ. R, BLOELEENY o7,
| had just recalled a memory of playing Mekakushi-Oni with him last night.

EOEHOEMLSIZ, READEZRE D,
Basking in the nostalgia of bygone days, Shuu lowered his eyelids.



BRRIMBERLEZINGLL ., BFEAFERISRHEELARL, BYDOAMZEBELE-S
TW=hbi]

“You were able to enjoy the fear of being blindfolded because you trusted the
people around you.”

BRI ARBITHWOBICH1=FICIE. BFEADOMBIEL-F £, EMDPDLTEOE. &
WENICHZEE T

“When you were really frightened, your outstretched hand would surely find
someone to grab onto. You were able to surrender yourself to the people around
you.”

KoL DZEHET KO RSAFBRLESITEZER D8 1=,
As if he was searching for something he had lost, Shuu’s gaze bore into me.

‘BAED-EIZ. BAHES,
My guilt made my breaths short.

WOELTUVSFEBIE. F=5A BOHIZEHILVELY,



That child he was looking for probably wasn’t inside me anymore.

HLRGSZRALGHA L, HROEREZR VLT, F9740<%Go1-,
Feeling remorse, | recalled Kyou’s words and felt suffocated again.

BFRAZRITAOTH ALK
Shuu’s taken a liking to you.

FEDOKIZA>TWSER L. EDOLIDLIGED,
But the Souta that he’s taken a liking to was some kind of summer apparition.

SOBERZ. CCETLTEOSMEEALY,
My current self doesn’t deserve that much.

SMEARIZHA......]

“I'm sorry...”

BRRMAESED, [T5. FINSETAT]
“What are you apologizing for? See, this is exactly what | mean.”

sndtE Al ... to'c HOBGEWE, BEOBINESI otz ESTNIE, BREAH
='§\O)7§\t7b\ ......

“Sure, but | don’t know what to do about it. How | was in the old days, how to
please you...”

BRRIZEEEALE>TEOITLLEL ENEE>TLVDAT
“I'm not telling you to please me. I'm telling you to rely on me.”

BLW=HRZEDEENG, RSANMEDERZRET,
Breathing a gentle sigh, Shuu peered into my face.

AEFEOTHEETWLIT, I DFEH . EEORTRYIRL TS,
Rely on other people and keep living. Someone’s voice repeated that from
somewhere in my head.

ZTNlE, ESLNDTELBATEAS?
What does that even mean?

EALGEZTRTZS-AZAS?
What way of life even is that?

'b\ll\'\s I_I’éﬁl,\bliof,il,\'(l,\f“ /%frﬁ(hwv_t%lmla\tﬂbfio
Suddenly, | remembered the image of Sumio crying through clenched teeth.



Pt v
N r.bL &
- g

e

)

HDFDIEE, REAITHELTHEIOIN?
Maybe he should get advice from Shuu?

fZIFE . BESELTHRLLE, BCAIETE Tz, BFITFIZ, D EITEDT:,
But he said | couldn’t tell anyone about him. And what’s more, he’s from the
Oumi family.

ZFODZEIZERMIFABLEELGLNEE->TLM-L...... o
It's been said that Watari cannot meddle in the affairs of Oumi...

EFRMEARXRBORT. KEDEOZESET. REZEHALGMOELDDIF. KY
M7l

“Is it true that at your grandparents’ house, you could not eat until you spoke
poorly of your father?”

EERGRESADEEIZ. EBIFEZ DT, KEKEZRHLV=,
My breathing stopped and my eyes shot wide open at Shuu’s abrupt question.



MOEBADOED. =IZEIA S,
| could hear the distant sound of rustling bamboo leaves.

BERLI-EHRADAMN, BIZBHNI TV,
The moon was obscured by clouds in a world devoid of sound.

fmAtEARr ... HEAE o= ]
“... Who told you that?”

SRE=RESAET, A#smEaLl Tl =,
Even Shuu, who asked the question, was at a loss for words.

CEDLIEHWNFT, BAREEES HERLIFICEZR->T, FERYHLT=,
The hand that covered his forehead looked as pale as a ghost. He shook his
head in disbelief and choked out a reply.

AR GATIEE. o ETEN BFADIE o= - WDEIED AT
EIEMY......]
“... My god... So it really was about you... The person in his memories...”

FREABRGKREZRIZT HRBLED of= BMLWEHEIZ, (FAFKEDENRF S,
| didn’t have the capacity to mind his incoherent muttering. Feeling intensely
shaken, my pounding heart became rapid.

EnAUERTEE. ... EEDE oA FAIRCE. ... o [EHBPANSEN =DM ? X
HbrAIEHENSEATZ? ]

“Who... Who on earth told you something like that... Did you hear it from my
grandma? Who did she hear it from?”

ERAHEAKRMEILHICEE T ... BADBBEERZRYE>T=0OMN? |
“I've never told anyone... Have you been in contact with my mom'’s side of the
family?”

REAFEONFTEEBRL T, KAKIGEDOE T, BERAEAT -
Shuu ignored my interrogation and fixed his eyes on me with a look like he was
about to reprimand me.

ERRRD. .. AT E Hlah otz TESAITHERKB ULV K255 ]
“... Why didn’t you say anything? You could have at least consulted Hana for
advice.”

AR HEERGA T, TALBKITIGEL LN, BRIEZS>F-DFTEEN, BOEBE
BN FEIFIE AT



“‘Needing a consultation is an exaggeration. It wasn't like it happened every time,
just when | had a bad attitude.”

BARIBFEAORROEXEE, IREBENE-EFTADOXREIN. RYNLRICED
IEMoT=AT=53 ]

“Your grandparents in Tokyo were displeased with their daughter marrying your
father from the beginning, yes?”

FELIAOT-RIC, EIEF S HT=,
| went pale as he started to speak.

BRI D EELTULV DAY, RE|IZEA-T..... ]
“Consequently, when they found out your father was the one driving at the
time...”

ERFTEART LSO T, RSA, RBITTOEEIELI=KELN]
“Shuu, stop it! | really don’t want to talk about this!”

EFRIEEZADRXEN, BRERLLLRREZEHA - BFEANRRT H=UIC

“Your grandparents decided that was the same as killing your mother. Every time
you objected...”

AR ARIESOHBH>TE>TAHLRIELD ! ]
“I'm serious, I'm telling you to cut it out!”



BRRIXBEAOENTREALNEATZ, 2502 5FE T, REXZIETHHA LGN o]
“It was your father’s fault that your mother died. They would not feed you until
you spoke those words.”

BIEEBROFELDEDLIIZ. AFTEEELV
| covered my ears like a seven-year-old kid.

FBBATZRSADEAZE ST FEREELAD . EADIED LIIZEHS,
The guilt and grief of saying such awful things about my dead father resurfaced
like it had just happened yesterday.

BBHLNEIFDRICERAAEN DRI, EIXELEBFTE %521,
| felt like | had been guarding a tall levee to contain a wave of terrifying emotions.

FEEEST, REAICHINE SIS,
Feigning composure, | tried to get out of there.

BHEKXHH. CHA BEEBNHL BOITERIZFRSA



“Oh my gosh, Shuu, I'm so sorry. | just remembered | have something | need to
do. My bad, but | need to head home.”

ERRETIRA. ... . ]
“Souta...”

BHIEARNDELEWVT, FHV0EL Mo, ESAT, RBITHEMNSEHWL=DOHE?
A

“‘Don’t worry about it, the emotional scars aren’t that deep or anything. Seriously
though, did you hear that from somebody? Did someone...”

[Fo&EL T, EIE M EERLT =
| stopped myself and stared at him.

BAEANKT ... . RSADMEEZR-DMN ? RSAIFKELATILNV=? BoTh...... ? ]
“... Wait, did you see my father’s ghost? Was he upset? Or angry, maybe...?”

BERRMEFEEEMC o0 EETLDARBD ., BFEZDELMEITALN
“'m not a medium. | could only have heard your story from a living person.”

HATEKIEERANRIZHENK.... ]
“I's not much of a story...”

WZBHEI, BRSAIXBZESISHES . RIEBEODLGVVEDOBIZ, RYUIAENATID,
Shuu pursed his lips like he was trying to hold something back. There was a
marked plaintiveness in his eyes that was rare for him.

LELE MEBEMNECZ RO,
| started to hear the sound of drizzling rain.

A AFEICIENT, OHoMEROEA. THzEFZoLTLS,
The shining moon was obscured by darkness and the soft nighttime rain soaked
the bamboo grove.

KRIZHE 1= EMLDRD LI,
Like the tears of an angel.

BT ZOmMTIEBEAEND, lX, F<ESLESLY]
“... You can’t go home in this rain, Souta. Listen to me closely.”

BERRINEFEEDFEEHIADBATINIAL, BRTEEITAHEETEGLD, £F
AHEETHREIZEOTLMAL]



“One of the people we were talking about earlier is the one who told me. | cannot
say their name, but it's someone who cared about you very dearly.”

SAEAS..... BE...... 7]

“ .. About me...?”

BRRMELREIE. EDANTEFTFADIELEZEFEN TS
“This person entrusted you to Munesada and me.”

EnATERT .. [EHLLADIE? RIZERELSANNDDMN?
“... You mean, my grandma? Or do | have some other mysterious benefactor?”

RSAIERLEIIE o=,
Shuu wore a lonely smile.

ERR N =ATEE]
“You did.”



BRI ZDADNEEELTINIZATZ, DBWLWAEZE STV . TOABEDBEETE
AHEE-TLV]

“That person shared an old tale with me. It was about living a painful life, and |
had assumed it was their own experience.”

BRI FEID. BFERANEALGRIZHOTLM=EIF......
“... But to think it was actually you who had gone through such things...”

REAFTRN=OBZER V-, TNIENRADHRELYEL. EVITHELTLVD,
Shuu took a deep sigh. It was more gloomy than the June rain.

BRI EEELG SN, KT ECBLILA, fEIFH KGN
“Tell me everything. The very least | can do is listen.”

FMIEAKRINONE, ZALED....... 35 DOOCELGATZ, §E6......]
“It's fine, don’t worry about it... It's already over, so to rehash it at this point would
just be...”

EFIRR MM ASEECTUNN
“You don’t have to be afraid.”

FHFEA A S THRAD......]
“Afraid...?”

RIAEELE FERSTEIF =,
Shuu gently took my hand and spoke.



EMRICNIFBRERLER]
“This is Mekakushi-Oni.”

BARIRRICEIBEZINBF OBV, B LDIEAN]
“It's a game that you always win in the end. So there’s no reason to be afraid.”

BLORDEA, FFREHLTLG
The thin film of rain made my breathing shallow.

PELELEVRE . BEM--HEDEKE,
The miserable sound of rainfall. The warmth of our overlapping fingers.

BALZFESITOLELYE ., BROULGST, WEEL LT,
Rather than feeling embarrassed about our joined hands, a suffocating nostalgia
scorched my chest.



FDBRIZLAZELRDOKECZ. [TIZHLEADFEN S,
The sensation of rain permeating the depths of my lungs, | smiled weakly.

SHAHEK . EE oD, BT —ELEFEASE TG o1
‘... That's a damn lie. You never once let me catch you.”

HBIAKRIRESAY, BIRIEFEHIET L BFRIFLTNME=DIZ, HiE=IEL Db
BFETHEITFTTLV=]

“Munesada and Tsukasa-nii would hold out their hands to let me catch them, but
you always ran away until the very end.”

BRRIZSL58 U535
“Isn’t that just the nature of the game?”

s SUEWNEEE S Wi ey e

“I really wanted to catch you.”

BRIRM ... 1

WoKYEREREH LT, FEEHYHIT T, ELLBDFEET .
| exhaled slowly. Bending my fingers, | clumsily grasped his hand.

ITEEREIRALG, L, BIEL—E. Bh=YzLT-,
Feeling greedy, | hugged my knees and pestered him once more.

SFEKS ... AN T L&, H5—E

“... Win me over, one more time.”

REAHTIIRZE MDD,
Shuu narrowed his eyes.

EBLORICFHET DRELD LI, B-LIFRZTEH TS,
Like the insects that emerged in the gentle rain, we both held our breath.

BFEARIZDORIZSETY
“Convince me to talk.”

(ESESE MEINLREIEDH S,
The sound of rain filled the silence.

BBV T—DEILEDHDRED, Br-bZ/NSGHAIZHACADH TV,



The temperature of the summer rain felt like a lukewarm shower and confined us
to our own tiny world.

RRITIEEEEIC. HOBEMNEI -,
His lips moved carefully, almost timidly.

BRI .BFADIENFYT-LN
“... I want to know all of you.”

BERKEY. REITRYRSN-EF,
Just as | requested, he repeated his line obediently.

BETIF T EEFEoT=,
| relaxed my eyebrows and laughed.

ERATARILIL. ..o LK, AREEESNT=, HIE-DFEEITEML T
“‘Haha... Alright. Consider me won over. You can add this to your list of
conquests.”

BRI 1

”

READBREZTIITERYRAL  KVFEDEIGE=HEEDNT, BIEBEI<HT=
Shuu fell into a cramped silence. My sigh came out like a laugh and | shrugged
my shoulders.

BMFERIEH......o ADSEEEHIELAE...... ]
“‘Hahhh... Where do | even begin...?”

MRDBEZBRDEN S BEZH ST,
Looking out into the rainy garden, | traced back to bygone memories.

COEZEIALES- THFHIDE....... WHOFHE....... AR TENEOHI-F]

| left this island a dozen or so summers ago... My parents’ accident... The
morning | woke up in the hospital...

“t+=FRnBADELL,
My life for the past 23 years.

AR 3BERICHOT....... BOEELRO-DIFFERS-AT]
“There was the car accident... | actually didn’t regain consciousness until about
half a year later.”



HFERTEROBERLEHLOT FATWREFTYI b T, WEGYHAN
EHo>TU2KYLT=& ]

“My parents’ funeral had already happened and our house had already been
sold. | was shocked by how much the world changed for me in an instant.”

AR —FBRDIEIEWMO TN =D&, BADHERXBIZ>1=, BSALIE A EL
YNV i 8 e A oo Y fl

“The first people to take me in were my grandparents on my mother’s side. |
could tell they didn’t have a very good relationship with my mom.”

MRV RTELLIBO-FD. FERWEREZ TS,
| remembered how disorienting it was to live in an unknown house for the first
time.

BIE—ARF T BRICEBSNTE 00, RLEIIT. RAFHAL EONFSHA
EB-Tr =,

| was raised as an only child by loving parents, so | assumed all adults would
treat me the same way.

BLULVEFCIEBEICWO T, SRATR L TOSEICIE, BRI DTN db DL,
That they would comfort me when | was lonely or come running when | fell down

crying.

FTIYVAZEDFEZ., 2HSVNEARICHLNTH L, —ATRNTILKIETFEAT,
After my grandpa told me to shut up as | sobbed, | learned to cry in private.

HHIEAKRIZ0®%. MELHRESEZLT...... BHICBSADEBRSADRD. &
Z5|IERM-> TN &I i)

“‘After that, all my relatives met together again... Eventually it was decided that
my mom’s brother’s family would take me in.”

ARl ECTHEFEETELL T L]
“I lived there until halfway through middle school.”

TERIRRD ... EAIERZ-T=7 ]
“... What kind of home was it?”

BFERIEALR...... o TRk, MRIAERMBIANNT, BRIAESTHSADN
WA ARIET ]

“What kind of home...? | mean, it was normal. My aunt, uncle, their daughter and
son made a family of four.”



AKX BmSAFELYEDE LT BRSAELIYREDE Lo/, ...... Tdh&
15 SRESAITEITS A>T

“My sister was seven years older than me, and my brother was 5 years older. ...
Somehow, he looked kind of like Munesada.”

EBRIRI...... T

“..Goon.

SHEARIHEY ., FOLNRIEC wEM T
“They weren’t a particularly happy family.”

HBAEKRKRRSAIFHESATIL LA oA, BIBSAIEENARE o1z, Z A
NIFADT HENEECAT-]

“My uncle was a company director, so he was always busy with work. My aunt
was unhappy about it. | could always hear their arguments.”

HMIEARIROTVSMEL GOSN D, BIEEICTLNT/NBEETTHO 1. £
CHMEDEETST-]

“There weren’t enough bedrooms in the house, so they set up a prefab hut for
me in the yard. That was my room.”

BRRIAREICRKNEEE TN TV =D H]
“Did they really call it a doghouse?”

BIFERZTENT
| gave him a strained smile.

SMERI ESME LN T T, ALIRGE B o=k, Mlbdhof=L. THREES/
SET—T L]

“They did call it that, but | swear it really was a nice room. There was a desk and
a small table to eat at.”

EFRI—ATRELTLV-DH]
“Did you always eat by yourself?”

HBAEAKI T A= T T—TIILDBFFMN. BYEHI =S
“Well, there weren’t enough chairs at the dining table, so...”

BAHRIBEOREIXONLEETR]
“What I'm hearing is that they could have just bought more.”

BMEAKRIEONK, TALD, FFELH 11550, TNIZ, MMLE BREDEFIE. R
DHRICADEZFHL TN IZATZX]



“Well, don’t say it like that. There were lots of reasons. Besides, they would let
me go inside to use the bathroom and take baths.”

FHAEANREL-FITBRE TNz ATZVAPOMVOBRE N IFE TS, EIT I o1
(1& . HAREIEE-TI%

“Sometimes they would even let me watch a movie with them. They loved
splatter films and scary movies. | was always scared, but everyone would smile
in those moments.”

BHEKXNTADDZENVREZoTNE BB E AALGHRLEK ST =, £ob
FE. HBHE......]

“There were a lot of arguments in that house, but when | was there, everyone
smiled and got along. But there was that one time...”

MFEARZDADEBZ EIF T, RUOREZNTTRESNSG S —UZ 8 -AT]
“There was a scene we watched where a woman lets out blood curdling screams
and has a really drawn out death.”

HBMEARIBEAMBNIZES>T, ABENRUEL T, HBRFOEIMHSTHELLHLST
S FIFEN=ALRELKRGALEITE]

“Her stomach is covered in blood and she flees a storeroom. At the time | was so
scared that | said | couldn’t stand to watch it. But I'm used to it enough now that it
would be fine.”

BMFEART RGEVKSICHARYZL To BIRSADNHBIEL N—T=hoimlily, L
N—ZBHLTPS>T]

“While | watched the screen through my fingers, my uncle said it was only liver so
it shouldn’t be that scary. He said he would feed me liver.”

BHER HIHIWOTH O TETIMNTZATL, LSAD RTSVAEE %A, R
LEooTE]

“He went through the trouble of making some for me. But that was after | had
already seen the splatter film, right? There was no going back.”

B/IEKRIZNLIE, BRONGVWATE, §TEEIE. TORITEONS ]
“Since then, | haven’t been able to eat liver. Even now when | encounter it, that
story makes me laugh.”

BxETIFLEAL, REAIZELD T,
Lowering my eyebrows, | grinned at Shuu.

RIFENBLIED DTz, HDRTREKZDIEY—RIE, COLLLLAELDIZ,



He didn’t even smile. That was basically the only funny story | had from that
house.

IFF*II x9N r%*l'-CJ
“And then?”

fnﬁiﬂjtr ............ - — Ao 1= ]

......... It was scary to be left alone.”

IS LT KAEEEL =

| steeled myself and said what | actually felt.

fnﬁﬂjcrv‘-vt“:b‘ DABGEODS GEFTOADELMEC A TIAELY, /A3 fEoT
LEAA%GLL.....

‘1 didn’t even have a TV or radio, so | could only listen to the neighbors’ voices.
And of course, | didn’t have a computer or anything...”

HMEAMATDELZLTHATZAS>T. LWOLADBICELEEFE TV
‘I was always straining my ears to hear what people were talking about.”

BHEAKRKIEZEELTEHE BEEIF O BITBROTEIENRMNOECATE =, 12h
B, ZD26. NDEZEKDIFLEDHT =]

“When | listened closely once, | heard voices from the house, mocking me. That’s
why, at a certain point, | stopped listening to people’s voices entirely.”

BMEAXTEORISEXIITDL, AEICEERIT Moo TEIESN T, £h
B, MEREMNRCT, &K<LT.....]

“I was also forbidden from going to play at friends’ houses because | would just
be a hassle to them. So my afternoons everyday dragged on and on and on...”

HAEKIRIEODDE T TERhLEA -]
“And the nights felt endless.”

BRI — ATZL TV zAT]
“... What did you do when you were by yourself?”

EELT. BEIEBEE V-,
| smiled bitterly and scratched my hair.

EATE RIS, ROERBS &
“It's pretty dumb, so you'll probably just laugh at me.”

BERRIEDLN



‘I won'’t laugh.”

ARl ... R EL TV, mRITR oY, BISHERITITO T, Htf=f=5 &S
ZEE ]

“... I would daydream. About meeting my parents, going back to the island,
fantasies of playing with all of you guys...”

BFHEANRKIRSALEIADLIEHELAENT, IR, RESAL, HiET=0, 7§H0
T.To2&. To& WUEH>THAT]

“‘My mom and dad, Tsukasa-nii, Munesada, you, and Kyou were all there, and we
all played together forever and ever.”

HMEATMENEHZIRYRLE. ROCAEHROFLMIET LMD TT, EoTlMV:
DIFBEEEIFZof=AT&]

“When | first regained consciousness in the hospital, everything from my house
had already been disposed of and the only thing | had left were photos.”

MFERI SICTo-RDERE, 200, 7ILNLZRELHST, BLM\HEZERT
WA T

“They were photos of when | last came to the island. So | would leaf through the
album over and over, playing in my daydreams.”

BIERISADEEZR TE -1,
| looked at Shuu and smiled.

AR HLE-DFELDEDE. EDANRTEHERS]
“I think I've spent more time looking at your childhood face.”

HILETHIRLLEEZLTLV =,
He was making such a sad expression.

ZDIEN. BOK[EBRALE T, BLVRERZEGERERSE TLES-KI%, BLERZGLY
S[HFEFBITES,

Seeing that made me depressed, like we were passing around a contagious
disease.

FEORANGELERIZE, CABKREFLICFGEoGNo-0DI,
Even though | didn’t feel like this when | talked to Tsumori-senpai and his friend
about it.

WU BF, BITERIZoT=,
When | was with him, | was happy.



BRI CTREMEL....... To&, BIE. T ENEEITF TV =h>F=D 1=,
Innocent and naive... Certainly, | still wanted to be able to say that about my
present self.

BEMLVRBGEEVHIZ, REAGLDZEMBESETELI G o1,
| didn’t want to pollute my wonderful memories by attaching something
unnecessary to them.

EMRN—F, DoMo-BHIIE?
“What was the most painful memory?”

AR COEWERMEGS. ... ]
‘. What a horrible question...”

EFRIHA->TNS ]
“I know.”

RIALELITIC, COBREHITTO EL56BELTVELDIC, Eal, Ttk
FEEFZIFTHMRLTUL,

We continued this ritual, both in anguish. Though neither of us was benefiting
from it, the strange, detached dialogue continued.

BEDROMEITHELL D=,
The only beautiful thing was the summer night’s rain.



BLEIRERDLIIC, VoZYEFZEDLE S,
We were like bioluminescent microorganisms, our wings silently vibrating.

EnAtiRRr. ... SIEMoNzIENYDE, ERFPIZ. BENASIELAH DAL
“... Shortly after | was in their custody, there was a break-in in the middle of the
night.”

R

“Break-in?”

BFREKRTELKDDOWN=TULNTINEFZof=h b AN LWED R HEHERB STz ATZA
. RO TV, TR, BASAMNEINT......

“Since it was a prefab hut with electricity, they probably thought there was
something valuable inside. While | was sleeping one night, the window glass
suddenly shattered.”

SRR DRARUE DD EB T, HBLIIH>T, WOEHHEDALL)



“I thought my heart was going to jump out of my chest. You don’t even think to
scream in a situation like that.”

WM ARCEETERBICASTETAL BHNDIEIZR DN =HT=LV, ISP
Eob. UoKYLzATEAS ]

“After the burglar entered my room, he noticed me there. He honestly looked
equally shocked.”

BAEAKRMEF O THA LT—T T CHCDEBEITENF AL RSN BHALLIELIME

“He bound me up with the packing tape he brought. | was afraid that he might Kill
me.”

BRRD. A5 #8A3ELIRIC, HARIZERRZE EIT-DH ]
“... Is that why when | tried to restrain you at the funeral, you screamed so
much?”

HMAEKRIELDMNE..... . BATEWTE ... ZTNIZ, CHSDESITING
N, EIEESHTRIDBLTIZAT]

‘I wonder... | don’t really recall, but...... Honestly, part of me was comforted by
being bound like that.”

BMEKRHH. CNTO2E BSAEBIZRZS. ... ]
“Ah, this way, | can finally see my mom and everyone again...”

BRIRM ... 1

A AKLEENETUOO-RE, BIEEDFEF o= HALRVLERIFERIZDEIZDE
LYo WWDBRBATEDSE. T2EFE ATV

“‘Even after the burglar left, | felt that way. I'd never felt a night as long as that
one. The whole time, | kept wondering when | might die.”

HHAARIEANET. ... ROADBEHSDNT....... BEOANBHANDETKE
ot BIEZEDF. RICANTHEOTE]

“Morning came, the people in the house noticed... There was a big clamor when
the police came. They let me inside the house during that time.”

BMIEARMELN ST, — ATLSD MM >F=Mb. ... ]
‘I was really happy. Since | was so afraid to be alone...”

WMEKCEELNEL. BASALENL. ChdLF—HORTENSEE 1=



“I thought | would get to sleep inside from then on, since a burglar had gotten in
and the window was broken.”

BATEAKD ... TH B AT, ERBO ANITRONENKIITT H1=5HI2, —BFRIZRAK
Bil=>1-AT]

“... But | was wrong. They were just putting on a show temporarily so the police
wouldn’t get mad.”

AR E =SSN ES TG o =B BILHI T, i EFE o1&

“When they decided | would go outside again, | cried and cried.”

fAE KT ZEICEEYIAA TS, BREVWVENLRICAN T ZEWL ST, HONEIC—A
TW5DIEHTY > T

“I sat in the entryway in protest. | pleaded with them. I'm begging you, please let
me stay inside! | hate being in that tiny room all by myself!”

BFAKRT ZL=0S, BISADNEEICANTINM=ATR]

“When | said that, my older sister let me go in her room.”

RN MRSATZBIEXLWEELENSZITE . BIfiSAIEZTO. BHDEEICA
NT, —#ICR>TMzATZ K]

“Everyone else looked unhappy about it, but that night, my sister let me sleep in
her room with her.”

BRI HAGITIELINSFZEFTNES. ...
‘I had never felt so happy before...”

HBHEAKRIONEONATELElD S TZAZITE . —BEBLIL TN AT, RS
FOT, FICEBEFOAERZENTI

“She had a sharp tongue which was a little scary, but she showed me the most
kindness. She would also sometimes give me snacks and books in secret.”

FEARI FELZ oI REEBIZE AT, BKREGEST, CALRHTLY
(FoT, BHECLTEETMYRE>T]

“Once, she said something to me with dead seriousness in her eyes. She told me
to grow up fast and get out of that house. Go to court and get my inheritance
back.”

BAEARMEIEEZNFELNTTINSIZFTEELofzh b, TALGIEFEZATH
hot=lTE... ... 1

“I was just happy that she was kind enough to talk to me at all, so | hadn’t
thought about that kind of thing before...”



BMEARNI T E DA FEATAEDI G, BREFEELIZEY, RoTIEMor=]
“She was really looking out for me more than | was. As soon as she graduated
high school, she never came back.”

EFRIRELEON? ]
“She ran away from home?”

SMEARI OO LB eDNFRNESEFRR =5, EEE TN
f=AT=]

“'m not sure... It was the kind of thing where you shouldn’t ask questions, so |
never asked.”

fnﬁﬂjcf%'lm@éﬁli THBENONLENK, BEIFKRELGFRYPZEIEZ T, TDBEHLM
REATBERIBY H>TL V=]

“But I'll never forget the morning that we said goodbye. She was carrying a huge

suitcase, and that whole day my aunt and uncle yelled a lot.”

HHEAKMEDOEEICK =&, (XAEBMEHLT....... HIFTE>TEST. 1{EA
DXEBEED®, HEbePRPENLEINT]

“As soon as she entered my room, she started sobbing... She gave me a ton of
stationery, toys, books, and snacks as a gift.”

SMEAMEFERENY 20 —RICRZ =, BiBT HEZEIELOHT, WAL
TULV=]
“She looked like Santa Claus to me. She hugged me tightly as she cried.”

SRR THITFoNGETIHARA. ... BT\ o502 TIHAT. ...... #Hd
CERAD ERELDITAE

“'m so sorry | couldn’t save you... I'm sorry for leaving you behind, she told me.
.. But she had nothing to apologize for.”

F*ll ?EM ............ 1

AKX ENDEEED RN, BHEEVLYDL, —FBDOLVEVEIFENT
Fo BI—ERL=WMFE ECITNDDH ...

“It was my last farewell with her. Even more than the burglar game, that was the
most painful memory. I'd love to see her again, but | don’t know where she is
anymore...”

EFIRCEREGED 2 ]
“‘Burglar game?”



AR ARBENETHOLRIT oA BEE READRETIEITE ]
“Something that started after the burglar broke in. But it was just between me and
my brother.”

IJ#*II:L,\F&/Uf&LUT’
“What kind of game?”

MFERERPICEASANMEDTEIZAVLIAAT, BECEHCEHEEITT iU
£

“My brother would sneak into my room in the middle of the night, and play a
game where he would bind me with tape like the burglar did.”

REATMUOERICG o=, BITHEFZ2 LT T, BEHIT 5,

Shuu’s face was horrified. | held up both my hands and made a defense.

AR AR ROIENT, SIETREE LD >THK]
“‘Don’t get mad. | know now that it was in poor taste.”

ERRIEFAICEBRO>THAL LA
“It's not you I'm mad at.”



HAEKIBERSALFELAT, FELOTIFRICEBBGIEL-NETZH ? |
“My brother was a kid too, you know. Don’t kids just do crazy things sometimes?”

ERRIZOBV ., BFERIFELLI =DM
“Did you think that game was fun too?”

BFEKIHAFEY...... |

“Well, not really...”

ERRRI=5572 ]
‘I wonder why.”

H/BFARTUKULTENREDHSL, LWL, BN, ..... o ANITTEWVEE. MoTE
M5DIELAELL ]

“‘He would startle me awake, scare me, and | couldn’t sleep afterwards... | was
sick of being left in a position where | couldn’t move.”

BRI, RIEEE DM 2Tz, EABVEIGIREICH =DM 7 |



“Why didn’t you tell him you didn’t like it? Was it the kind of situation where you
couldn’t object?”

MFEARNEATEADDIELMNOT-AT]
“I was just happy that someone played with me.”

ERRARMEY? ECIHBEUT]
“‘Played? Where was the playing in that situation?”

HHAKEREADNKSTNIEEVZERZ -, —#ICK>ThIX REHAT-LVo
f=L...... 1

“I thought it was playing as long as my brother was smiling. If we smiled together,
it felt like we were friends...”

IR KT EEMNER TREL =D o= AT, ESLTH, ESLTEH, ALFELT=H 0T
‘I wanted to talk to anyone | could in the house. At any cost... At any cost, | just
wanted to talk to people.”

BRIRM ... 1

SMEARI— ATOSEYIF RTZYRBRES, BAEEUD A AELZ 0T, L/A\—1,
CHCDESEH, —AKYELE]D

“‘Anything was better than being alone, even the splatter films or the burglar
game. Even eating liver or being bound by packing tape. Anything was better.”

BFEART ... EITE CEHCRBSITINGLL, HARIMN DAL

“... But, while being tied up one night, | realized something.”

BAEAKRKICDANEE L BHENZITRERSTH, COBUZERITTE, COMHUVZE
IEDHTE ., BEFZICIEGEGENESS.... ]

“This person, no matter how hard | try and whether or not this game keeps going,
will definitely never actually like me.”

MMEARI MR EAPREBSAL, ENENEITREANH KSRGS TH, FFEICE
HEOTNEWATEASHTY

“My aunt and uncle too. No matter how much housework | could do, | realized
they’d probably never really love me.”

SAEKRIETEERLN O =K. BIFULEFHL T BRSAIKBELES=o1=, OZE
PN T, e ERST=ITE ]

‘I was really sad about it... When | cried, my brother looked happy. He taped my
mouth shut, and | wondered if I'd die.”



ERRIOEDIEFE > TN
“Can | say just one thing?”

ERFTIRARILVSTZ )
“Please don’t.”

BRI ZNILBEVL 0GR, LD, BOREN—EEZ>T, TARRIZEFAZE
Wot=CENBH DD

“That’s not a game. It’s bullying. Did Munesada or | ever treat you like that, even
once?”

B|FEAKRI OO THATZK, AT E]
“Look, | know that, okay?”

BYZEAERSADEIC, EBIFEEEZRSZ-FE, HhI K21,
Pressing my brow, | laughed weakly at Shuu’s voice that was trying so hard to
contain his anger.

gFTuEAr ... TNTE, VEYIFEobILgkIZ >z, BLLLTERLLT, o THLC T,
HYSUBHTBELO-TE-AKE]

“... But still, | hated being left alone. | wanted to be treated kindly, cared about,
and live my life without caring about appearances.”

EFIR M= LTz
“What else did you do?”

OZBAEMNT=BRRE. PEBLRVEFZREA TENEAL, BZRYGN L, BE%E
ER

The moment | opened my mouth to speak, a miserable fatigue washed over my
face. Shaking my head, my shoulder fell.”

BFAKRIESLD...o BT RTEAS.. TN EFEELG N K.
“‘Enough already... I've said plenty now, right? | don’t want to talk about it any
more...”

By T BEDEEETHREITALES o1,
Digging up the past felt like heartburn.”

A(:%hﬁh'{f‘ﬁ(j—f:ﬁo
The night | continued to yearn for someone.

HARFLAEDNL, FBOTL =98N,



The evening | gave up my expectations.

VEYEYDER,
The morning | was all alone.

B|AHAK ... BIZZELI>THRbON G ofz, ENFEITESTH IFVWTEZR G &
NIEZFFONTLNTE, EoTLDTLES]

‘I wasn’t rewarded no matter what | did. No matter how much | thought about it, |
wouldn’t be loved. And no matter how much people did like me, they would
always leave in the end.”

AT RTF LK RED ., BEKLE5ofz. — M THLRL T TL =0 o1=D
2. LW DDREIZhEHoTLES ]

“‘New friends and girlfriends were the same way. Even though | wished for my
relationships to continue for even one second longer, they would be over before |
knew it.”

MFERI RGO T H-OITHEILIEBDT, I FEEALMIE? Z5Le
BOABWDATEEAIITNE ... ]

“It's like | meet people in order to say goodbye. Maybe because I'm a loneliness
addict? | guess there are probably people who aren't like that...”

ERATIAT ... BIESFEERGL. ..o BET=DEIBY. MZLHT=LIZ AZHL
MBIEMYT, Ly D% ]
“I'm just no good at connecting with people... Like you said, I'm just a beggar.”

FEICOICHT=UIC, FOBEIZELADRNMELEFE TS,
Every time | said something frankly, a wave of sorrow crashed somewhere in my
chest.

HH. TDBEYTZ, BIESIFECANE— L oL,
Ah, that’s just how it is. I'm just no good at being with other people.

CATRICTAZROTNDDIZ, WEEEND D E TR THFELLEL D,
Even though I’'m always wishing for people this much, once someone is there,
my insecurity is unbearable.

SEDRNEND?
When will we separate this time?

WDET, —#IZLvTind?

How long will you stay with me?



ESTHIE KEFEICSZIZWT NS ?
How can | get you to be with me forever?

EOFEITEFD LYY,
My voice sounded as helpless as a lost child.

SATART... EIHMORVAL.L

“... l'just don’t want to lose anyone anymore...”

AR IFEETEIFOYWEAT, ECFTERGILEFEDLGVE..... . IBE
5EHE. 5IZTLHLIANHRLLAT]

“Speaking of wanting to be good at being with people, | can’t even say something
so generous... | just want the power to stop people as they turn to leave.”

fn*TJJ'thFOBL\%IJ*LIi%ST:(éAJT:“O BNIRCT, KBLGADRLLDIZ, XFXG
ATENTIGWER......

“l already have so many painful farewells. Saying goodbye scares me, and even
though | want to have someone important, it doesn’t matter if | can’t make that
connection...”

FHHEAIISL T £EZ T, VLA TZEEONI=CELH S, TH, ESTIELWY
Dh. L LlEL AT

“So | live this way. I've been called a cold person before, but | don’t know what
else | should be doing.”

R RRMER. ...

“Souta...”

PELELGLBRIZESEIC, BIFRESAZROH T IITERA -,
Hearing his downhearted voice, | looked at Shuu and frantically backpedaled.

HAEKRFE-> TN LT, READNE > TN T EBELI A& ENIEAR LK)
‘I was really happy when you said | could rely on you. That’s the truth.”

HAEKITH. hDOBLEVAT..... BREAICEEEZNTTEHERS L BOELEH
=WMZELLGS]

“‘But, | don’t know... When | think about putting a burden on you, the weight feels
like a stone in the pit of my stomach.”

AR BGRAEN LT, HET-ZHERLGE . BATLGEZ 2o T, [IFFLAE-S
TULKAT, ETHENIEZLTHRITEST...... ]

“Sooner or later, I'll have to set you free and do things for myself, and it makes
me anxious. I'll feel like I've done something terrible to you...”



IJ#*Ijlb\I-{ﬁ(i:L.\OT’UL/till\o LIL;\T—&:E,IL;\O_CL\EL\J
‘I won'’t get angry with you. And I've never thought you were a burden.”

BHEARIHOMN>TS, TH...... ]
“| know that. But...”

BRI HOM>TUGWD, FILGEIEZEFTANTEN TSN BT
“No, you don’t get it. Because you've forgotten a crucial piece.”

EaFTEAl...... fa...... ]
“...What are...”

MNEKRAT-FIZ, RESADBZIO S,
Shuu scrutinized my fragile voice.

BIXAIZENTNDATESS REAZEKESETLDATZAID,
What could | have forgotten? Maybe Shuu is disappointed in me?

EZRDEDEIZ. To2L. BOFEL M-,
He gently put his hand on my frightened back.

REFYRDEDELII

As if to bring my soul close to his.



BARIEEZINBINSBEDH L. ARTF=ZENDITE]
“That you are a human being who is worthy of being loved.”

ERRODEVDARBICEBALGNENEELST, BEADHFEENELLGLIEIEEL
“Cruel people may look down on you, but it will never make your existence less
valuable.”



ERRITBFEZIIRETELL, ZEESLVARTE, 056, BEAZBIT-WEHEMN
215

“You are an honest, kind, and wonderful person. That's why everyone around
here wants to help you.”

o, ERDREFELS T, BB,
Choked up a bit, my eyelids started to feel hot.

ERIGRDRELA. MIZRERISS,

His earnest gaze pierced my chest.

FSNDHMEIE.......
Worthy of being loved...

BERRIBERADNTFELNLBITEVATL IDELIESIBEFGL, ... nMNEH
‘I want to help you because | like you. | don’t need to feel sorry for you. ... Do
you get it now?”

FMEAT......TH.....]
“...But..”

BRICENNT NIz [FITECEZIROT. BZIRE D,

My timid voice was husky. | pathetically shook my head and looked down.

BHIAARMENDRICIIDIEELTEL, ... HE TN
“‘But I'm not useful to anyone. ...I've never been able to.”

BOEEZITYLEI L, REAITELKIIZ, ToEKL V=,
Rubbing my back, Shuu muttered a whisper.

BRRIADOERITIGODABGEWNGL, BFEANKAEL, ML EDON....... BF
ZBMAMNE AL, SEADEDHOND ]

“There is no such thing as not being useful to anyone. If you laugh, you might
brighten someone’s day... If you say something kind, someone could be
consoled.”

BRI EAICKRTED KD, F=o=—E DRIED ., FITHTE=AZROITELH DA
=1

“Like a flower blooming on a street corner, there are times when nothing more
than a brief greeting can save someone from the verge of death.”

BHEELEEDFOREZETT, RSADEULIITT=,



Caressing my bandaged hand, Shuu started to ask a question.

EBRRIBFRAFFTMIZEAT. BERIERMOFAIEL TN, DML REHLTLY
%]

“You grabbed the knife and tried to protect me from harm. | am grateful from the
bottom of my heart.”

BRRIEZA BFEASMEREST &b BFEANMEBEZELC TN T, &I IELLY
“But even if you hadn’t shed blood, just the fact that you thought of me in the
moment was enough to make me happy.”

BEARIMBSFEZLENFILEZESGKEL BOBFEZEATNFZ55? ]
“And likewise, you were delighted just to see me safe, even if you didn’t get a
reward for it, right?”

INSL, fEIEERLM =,
| nodded a little bit.

RESADEAFZENIRD,
Shuu smiled.



« /;

SN ITEMNN LMD, BLLVHMEIZ. BIXBEZEHDN TV,
Standing out against the twilight, my eyes were stolen by his tender smile.

BRI EIVSCERAT, BFEADEAYICIAIb I Fo-E-LIX. #7%, REIZ. BF
ADERELLD

“That’s the truth. Everyone around you honestly wishes for your happiness.”

BRRIAIZENI-CEEBEUERADATR]
“We are grateful just to be able to stand by each other.”

BRRIACTLGLOZLFENTLER, BFEANELLTULHEFIFALSLEL, AlK
oL AVRIIZELLED......]

“Forget the good-for-nothings. The ones you lived with in the past couldn’t even
be called human. Humans are naturally far more kind...”



EAMRMBEZZMNOLOE, FEVLDEERELT, £50. 37—E. AZELTN
“They are creatures that understand love. So please, heal your wounds and
scars, and somehow, try to believe in people again.”

AR REA ...
“Shuu...”

ERRIBEOEFNEDLENDLEL, RE5IEHST. COETELEILLWN]
“If the city life doesn’t suit you, you could always leave and come live on this
island.”

ROMNIEZHIT T, READE L BDOFEEYLOT-,
Gently curling his fingers, Shuu grasped my hand.

BISBHENESIC, BLEFOUSLIE. BVEFLYHOEDOEBLL -,
Drowning out the pain, the sincerity | felt in the palm of his hand was stronger
than a firm handshake.

SRLEIICEZTHDH T, WHEL,
He lowered his eyelids as if in a dream, and whispered to me.

BRI LETITBITR]
“... Don’t go anywhere.”



RETDHH-WEEFEIC, ESYéLT=,
| was startled by his line that sounded like he was courting me.

FHT.BESIZTLEHDHESIC, RIFERGRE TREAL,
As though he was trying to stop me in my tracks, his sincere gaze peered into
me.

HISHRESN T Z . RIS, BOXIIETHRD LI, D RIZEERISHIREL,
Like an anchor desperately trying to ground a ship rushing in the open sea, his
gaze pierced somewhere in the depths of my chest.

ETIZBITHR,
Don’t go anywhere.

ECITTKELDATZAD,
Where would | be going?

BERAIZ, SFELNHL, &I,



| might wander around in the middle of the night.

EFRRIADHIZ, KELGN TN, SEDCHFYNINIDONEBRALLLDES ., EIZERY
ERAYOIE{AIAY

“Please don’t lose faith in human society. If relying on people is too terrifying, you
can just cling to me.”

ENRIMBFEZIEDGRDEAN, ... 3153
“You are the angel who saved my life. ... Is how | see it.”

RESAMEZMIILT, BLL EEIC, BEDEEIZEF E=,

Shuu reached his fingers out and gently, carefully, brought my head close.

CODAEMNEDLEENS EOFRNDLY D, ELTEH>TLK,
With our temples meeting, my breathing gradually became quicker.

HiELVO56(Z, IMNRIZIEA TS,
Without realizing it, the rain has slowed down.

EMMLEEZR SO, AT
The hazy moon made its appearance in the rift between clouds.

DAL DEHERZE BT E T, BBITIE

Blurred by the vague light, a rainbow shone.

[FAVENELSICEZTHODT -,
| narrowed my eyes at the fleeting beauty.

EnFtuERT .. %Ub\b ......
“... Thank you...”

ESLT, ZEIET EBIZL TN DATESD,
| wondered why he would go to such lengths for me.

Sz innd, LALALRBHORIFLZEAT-.
In spite of the doubts | was harboring, | tried to honestly convey my feelings of
gratitude.

REAEFIHETE REHAILTED,
Shuu smiled sarcastically

ERRIBEZICRUICTAMEIIMICEHSZ ., REICBIETEAL. HICRELTD
525, ETILERBNALTELASMELNALY]



“And your worth extends even further than that. You can boost Munesada’s ego
or turn Kyou into a fixer-upper. Perhaps you could introduce him to a model.”

gSAEATIEE. ... o THIRS T, EAEHYES K]
“‘Haha... I'll do my best to find a really gorgeous one.”

REAEENDTT, SWSKBEZHEL-,
Shuu grinned, but his smile quickly disappeared.

ERRED ... ey itAd
“.. Right.”

ZDFEFE.LoEAZREITFTLS,

With that expression, he motionlessly admired the moon.

BROBEOIZEKST-E T, LN ELS> TSI EITR DUV,
After smiling from our banter, | noticed a light feeling in my chest.

ROFEAZMNFTTIUY DU @\EhENT-&57E, BALLWSHEFLEZ o1,



It was a refreshing feeling, like a years-old rust was finally coming off.

BOSEITAELRHON TS,

| had been saved by his words countless times.

gt BSH. ETHYEME,

Even weakness and transience are virtues.

BICHBSNAMIENH D,

| am also worthy of being loved.

EBLLAZ, ADDZEHS. BLVPYDHLH AN,
He was kind. He was a compassionate person who understood others’ hearts.

HoFITHEALGHD ., SEBEICLEF T,
Smiling unaffectedly, it suddenly crossed my mind.

For all that, then why, on the other hand—

WIEANERS TLIET DATZAD,
— does he keep other people at a distance?

FOBEDYZE, BT TLDATESS,
Why does he avoid deep connections?

ARl ... HE=D...... 1
“l want...”

EOEEREIC, KAKREAEo =D ME LN,
Maybe | gained some courage from the short distance between us.

EERGL, BITGWEEFR TV,
| was saying something that | normally wouldn’t be able to.

gnAtiEKRr. ... HET=-DZEMNEY =L

“... ' want to know all of you.”

RIAIEEHST-,
Shuu smiled.

ERNRMEoOREXaANESLT-]
“‘How did it feel to use my pick-up line?”



BRIIGEORELICKOLT, BHEEEICLS,
Noticing my earnest gaze, his face became serious.

ERR. EELDIEN? ]
“... About my disappearance?

FMIER$.....0 B0 HIRELOZERZTHDOM? ]
“Ah... Not that...... But since you mention it, have you remembered anything
about the incident?

EFRRTND. L ADEIY F=WOATFE 2 |
“No... Then what is it you want to know?

REICHZ RSN T, EENESRITGST=, BAEWLILEE, 1{EAH - T HD
[,

Being asked in such a straightforward way made my mind go blank. Even though
| felt like there were so many things | wanted to know.

FERENTOSEZRYGHA L, IRV OFEE, BEAITENT,
Brushing my still-wet eyelashes, | asked Shuu a question as it popped into my
head.

mATEKD ... BETE— ADTFELGTDMN ? ]
“... Do you like to be alone?

RSAFERZZENAST, 9o, LB LHRZERLT:,
Wearing a wry smile, he quietly distanced from my body.

BEMRIZESE, ... BILERT AR =M
“l suppose so. ... Since I'm a cold-hearted person.

AR ST FFEAT, Bot=Cl&F &
“I've never once thought that you were cold-hearted.



HmAEARMELWO AT ... 206, ESLT,. —ANFELGDOL., FEEICESAT]
“You're such a kind person... So, why? | thought it would be odd if you enjoyed
always being alone.

— . FEFY RO U, B - IERE LB,
Compared to when he held me close last time, | felt the loneliness of our
distance.

REAIEBZESTYLENS, PEELNEEEZFNRTIVS,
Rubbing his arm, Shuu wore a cheerless, bitter smile.

ABAMNIZES RS, AFBD KO3, T DHEEE,

His profile looked transparent like a doll in the moonlight.

BDORM, BDEEZLZUNE T,
The night wind rustled his hair.

BRI — ADFELDHIFC AL
“... It's not that | like to be alone.

INSERAZTEFENRDBIE. FEVWADKITEATLENEZIFE . If=o1=,
With a faint smile, to the point that | thought he might disappear into the pale
moonlight, he looked lonely.

BEFRIANDAEZTESIAAT, WRSEDEY, FELEERSEIT]
“I just think it’s better this way. So | don’t drag people’s lives down and ruin them.

gnFfiE Al RS E S 7 ]

“... Ruin them?

REDOHERDARDEIEA DAL, ERDRDOREICELAL,
The moonlight flowed into the Watari garden like silver spider’s threads.

MWEZRT I, LERITHEL TV,
The bamboo grove that held our secrets was shining wondrously.

ADNEZEZAALT HRSE S,
Drag people’s lives down and ruin them.

FAHT. BV,

Like a curse.



SAIAKD ... BZTRAAZIEAHLIDMN? ]
“... Have you ever dragged people down?

BRI A
“Twice.

[EFDYERSAITEAT=,
Shuu answered with a single word.

BRRM—ANIIANEFRFZEZRICLT, 35— AIFMEISEELT-]
“The first person’s life, | made a mess of. The second, | let fall into hell.

Blarnigh o, kAR IES

While being embraced by darkness, the misty, moonlit night glittered.

FHTRWVWFLRDZ,

Like The Lady in a Black Dress. (T/L note: This could be a reference to a
Japanese yakuza film by the same name, but | haven’t seen it so | have no idea
what it means. Sorry.)

ERRI=ANBEFDHT HLAGELY]
“At this point, a third person could be nothing else but lovers’ suicide.

BITEZVEDH T, WROFZEAL
| held my breath and grabbed his hand.

HELEDELIIZ,
Like Mekakushi-Oni.

RINZEEHIEL T, BZRK il TALBIEZEL =D BATHHOMNLEL,
Trying to say something, | opened my lips. Why | asked such a thing, | didn'’t
understand myself.

FHMEAN—F....... DBhof=Zildl
“What... was the most painful thing?

READEIZ, ERICEEN-LIGEOLNEE 0T,
Shuu’s eyes looked shrouded in a silk of grief.

BRI VDEWNWTEEFHK]
“... You ask a cruel question.

Hh->TLVA,



| knew that.

RENYDZESHARAICBL , FRBLUEDLE. ADWIHMNTFT,
The hazy moon bled through the air after the rain. The miraculous rainbow hung
over the moon’s ring.

STARTLWMEEEHRZASLEWLEX, ZOB, KFDFEELH LV EoT =,
In that moment, Shuu, who had never shown such a level of discomposure,
looked like a lost child.

RKetr=EIz. MELLVEIDH S,
His downcast eyes had a melancholy hue.

HATLEWEDE,
Like he might disappear.

HEDOFIZEHONT,
Swept away by the hand of god. (T/L note: This is a reference to what many
islanders said about his disappearance)

BERRN. O RAZ RETE....

“... l abandoned... my friend...

W HEET, BREAITESEFT=,
In a frail voice, Shuu told me that.

BELTF T BOEERAELE,

Lifting his face, he didn’t even look at me.

ETH EXGRELGDT,
This was his incredibly grave secret.

BNV EHORERE, HIZYISRYEDT-FELAD, £IEATLV =,
The stagnant tension in the nape of my neck and my strained sadness told me
that.

DRSS HH <,

The bamboo grove rustled in the darkness.

RESAD, REZRET,
Shuu abandoned his friend.

EBEIIEML, CHhLhERIZILEAST=,



After the initial shock, his words gradually permeated through my chest.

BRI BEEL-M
“... Do you resent me?

MR ... o rernn BELGAT......]

. Resent...?

EEZRLTVS2BIC, RSAFERBZERO T, —AMICEOHEERERHLET
L/HEOT:O

While | searched for the right words, Shuu shrugged slightly and unilaterally
broke the silent atmosphere.

BRRD. . ZBHEAKIZOD BEIFWA . RAEAZ TE -]
“... Anyhow, shall we get to bed soon? It may be summer, but the night wind has
gotten chilly.

MFEARBH...... . DA......]
“Ah... Yeah...

FREWNIDL IS THEES BERFTESIETEHE TDFFETLIE, BEA
NEFT=,

Disoriented, | set my sake cup down. When | tried to tidy up the serving tray,
Shuu told me to leave it as is.

RANZ=RET-,
Abandoned his friend.

o, HOIMMDER,

That is the reason for his solitude.

RETHERAOT?EDH>TNVDA? HSELA?
Speaking of a friend he abandoned, who was it? Someone | know? Someone |
don’t know?

— K, EARRTERHHT?
What on earth could have happened?

BRZECHTIEYE, BROIIZAFIVN N EASTLK,
Compared to when | tried to ask him something earlier, | now had countless
questions swirling in my mind.

HOVRICIE, BESRELGL,



| had endless questions for such an enigmatic person.

EIFE, EAGREYL ., BANMEMREE-BULREN. EODEELL TV,
But more than some kind of enigma, what really shook my heart was his frail look
that revealed the gap in his defenses.

BROMEZHT BT TN =, BEINH SN T,

The fact that he disclosed such a secret caused my emotions to overflow.

ERRIT<E]
“Let’s go.

AIHEHIETHRSADERIZ, EKA., LML EIRST=,
Watching Shuu’s back as he tried to leave made my chest throb.

BIELLHLGE L, FIFULEHT AN EHLLE TN,
| had to stop him. What could | say to stop him?

BELE=N?
Did | resent him?

ZOLRLN BRI SFEVBREDN R DD BEMof=,
That wasn’t true. Despite that, | couldn’t find a good reply.

SEIEPAE BALONEDDONLIEN, ENTH, ESLTH, Z-TARLLY,
Even now, | don't know how to properly communicate. Nevertheless, | wanted
him to know at any cost.

BEGANCLHEVESEATERATEOEV L, KOELVBERICHMI-BOEZ
%

| wanted him to know my surprise wasn't resentment, the joy | felt from his
confession, and the trembling in my chest from his tragic past.

HATEZIXZLLD DA, HMSELMTE,
But | didn’t know how to tell him all that.

AR B, HOD...... ]

“W-wait...!



REANBHLIZIRYIRS,
Shuu looked over his shoulder.

SFEKIL. .. EL TN THYMNES BLA o=, IBLA D=2 TE &, BREL D
BITE.ED......]

“Th-thank you for telling me your story. | was really happy. Oh, but when | say
happy, you might misunderstand, but, um...

RSAFEEFEIIBZE LTI,
Shuu looked puzzled and raised his eyebrows.

BHEAKIRSADTEZEATEIDITLLEN, ZD, EWKNIEZ GELT N
T IELM-T-AT]

“Not that I'm celebrating your misfortune. This is hard to put into words, but... |
was happy that you talked to me about it.

AR TN e BELEOGAT, HEEICEANE TIOALIN, SFEVERENT
CITBRERGLTIHA]



“And, when you asked if | resented you, I’'m sorry for making you think that. I'm
sorry | didn’t give you a proper reply right away.

MFEARIERLGTADLTENE, UoKYLEIFE GATLDD ...  REAFELL
ANf=hvi ]

“I really don’t feel anything like that. | was surprised, but... How should | say it... |
know you’re a kind person, Shuu.

BMFENRT HE- N EIL AT NIFELKBL, DEWTENHT-AT=AHI1> T, FEL
KB-TH&K]

“I thought it was sad that there was something so horrible in your life that forced
you to do something like that.

ERIRRM .. 1

BZRENT. RSANMEZROH5,

Shuu looked at me with wide eyes.

EFEAKIS BLA =2 TEWVGEA L, BLWVGEAT, FELTEMNBLNGNTE,
RELGATZ, DFEY . ZATLDD ...

“Oh, | was saying | was happy and now I’'m saying I'm sad... It sounds
contradictory, but it's true. In other words, what I'm trying to say...

EEOHRBRIZEVYLGLHL, EBELOLeNO>LLMEEET. £8MEA LI ELT-,
Panicking in his silent line of sight, making a complete mess of my words, | tried
to convey everything | was feeling.

SRR BT ITHEDF=A#1=VT BRBLTAHAT, ... . RH? BB-oTEILE
Ehb? HEODIZ......]

‘I got the impression that | got a bit closer to you. ... Impression? Does that
sound kind of insincere? | got the feeling...

SN2, RREADMBIZTED LV,
Suddenly, Shuu drew closer to me.

BONSLILRMNL T, FHESIELNG, BRICEEEZERD,
Getting the feeling | had made him angry, | frantically piled on more words while
drawing my chin in.

nAtE Al M =K/ALT.....
“... That | touched your heart...



REAFBNKL BixmiELr=,
Shuu reached his arms out with great force.

WEZEFEFNLOMNEBST-BEME. ROBIL. BOAKRZERELHTLV =,
The moment | thought he was about to grab me by the collar, his arms embraced
my body instead.

T oLIEETHFEON T, WOHBLLYD, KIZIZHH> TS,
He held me tightly and | felt his warmth.

#HEKr..... D EhoT=? ]
“... Did—did | get my feelings across?

UoKYLightin, DLIFSEL T, EIFTRER D=
Still startled, | breathed a small sigh of relief and relaxed my face.

imIEIR IR DEEA, I CEEICRZ S,
| could see his handsome face directly beside me.

AZREDLSGRBIGEL, B HoT. ETYELT,
His pupils were beautiful like glass beads, and as they met my eyes, | was
surprised.

ZDEEMEDONTLS,
That face was getting closer.

RIZENDTMOELIZIE A,

Above the bamboo grove rustling in the wind, a hazy moon.

WEZIRLTBU. RO DR,
The spirit of the silver rainbow obscured our secrets.

gRAtTIERr. ... Lawnnn.. 1
“...Shu—...

BRIZEITSELI-FA AT,
My voice that was about to call his name was stifled.

BOEN, BOEICHND,
His lips met my lips.

#’ZJ’“T:L\UJIEY(C_GO
In something that felt like a kiss.



ghdtEAr.....o0 . H......]
“..Mh—... Ah..”

BIEEELT, 2B ZRREIE =, TOE . £5302EEBZL T HDEZEED,
| was so startled that it made my entire body tense. Even so, | carefully took a
breath and read his face.

IR T RSAIFEZR TV,
With hooded eyes, Shuu was looking at me.

BOFOVLAEICHND, —RICEN LD,
The palm of his hand touched my cheek. Heat rushed to my face.

FRAAH=WVETEZFZLTLE ST,

We had done something like a kiss.
EILED,

Ah, what should | do?






